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The attached communication to the President of the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly 
is circulated to the Assembly in accordance with the request to that effect contained in the 
communication.
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Permanent Delegate 
of the Federal Republic of Germany 
to the International Organizations

at Geneva Geneva, 15 May 1972

Mr President,

On behalf of the Delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany to the 25th World Health 
Assembly I have the honour to transmit to you a Memorandum in connection with item 1.12.1 of 
the agenda.

May I request you to have it circulated as an official document to Delegations to the 
25th World Health Assembly.

I should like to add that this letter and Memorandum do not constitute the formal 
motion. I reserve the right to introduce a formal motion as soon as circumstances require.

Please accept, Mr President, the assurances of my highest esteem.

(signed) Dr Swidbert Schnippenkoetter 
Ambassador

Dr B. D. B. Layton
President of the 25th World Health Assembly 
Geneva
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Memorandum

The Delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany takes the liberty of drawing attention to
the following:

1. The twenty-fourth World Health Assembly (1971) carried by 62 votes against 34 with 19 
abstentions a joint resolution sponsored by the Delegation of the Federal Republic
of Germany and 27 other delegations that the decision on the participation of the 
German Democratic Republic in WHO should be deferred until the 25th World Health 
Assembly.

Thus the twenty-fourth World Health Assembly expressed with a large majority the view 
that the question of the participation of the German Democratic Republic within the 
United Nations system is a matter of the greatest political significance and should 
therefore first be decided in principle by the political organ of the family of nations, 
the United Nations General Assembly.

2. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has for some time been contributing 
its share to the efforts to bring about détente in Europe. It is of the opinion that 
the relaxation of tension and the normalization of relations are the corner-stones of 
the political process in Europe. This process of détente has now entered a decisive 
phase. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, following the signing of 
the important treaties with the Soviet Union and Poland, and of the Quadripartite 
Agreement on Berlin, is now making every effort to reach a mutual settlement of its 
relations with the German Democratic Republic. This is the core of the Federal 
Government’s policy of détente for there can be no real easing of tension in East-West 
relations in Europe if an island of confrontation remains in the heart of the continent.

Such a settlement is at the same time intended to create the basis for the admission of 
both the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic to the United 
Nations.

3. The progress achieved so far shows that possibilities of realizing this aim do exist, 
and that the decision of the twenty-fourth and the preceding World Health Assembly to 
postpone the question of the admission of the German Democratic Republic was the right one.

The Quadripartite Agreement signed in Berlin and subsequent agreements are only first 
steps towards regulating relations between the two parts of Germany.

4. The admission of the German Democratic Republic to the United Nations system at this 
time would only mean transferring the unresolved German problem to international 
organizations and thus impeding their constructive technical work. Moreover, the 
effects of the admission of the German Democratic Republic to WHO would not be confined 
to this technical Organization; indeed the political consequences would go far beyond.

5. In view of all these circumstances, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany 
feels that the time has not yet come for the admission of the German Democratic 
Republic to the World Health Organization. It has requested member States this year 
again to avoid any decision which would only drastically change the international 
position of the German Democratic Republic without contributing to détente. It would 
indeed be a decision of grave consequence if, after all the progress towards détente 
in Europe achieved in the past year, the efforts of the Federal Republic of Germany
and all others concerned were placed in jeopardy as a result of interference from outside.

6. Moreover, no specialized agency of the United Nations has yet accepted the German 
Democratic Republic as a member.

The Delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany will therefore invite delegations to the
twenty-fifth World Health Assembly to support the further postponement of consideration of the
German Democratic Republic's application for membership of WHO.
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Permanent Delegate 
of the Federal Republic of Germany 
to the International Organizations

at Geneva Geneva, 15 May 1972

Mr President,

On behalf of the Delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany to the 25th World Health 
Assembly I have the honour to transmit to you a Memorandum in connection with item 1.12.1 of 
the agenda.

May I request you to have it circulated as an official document to Delegations to the 
25th World Health Assembly.

I should like to add that this letter and Memorandum do not constitute the formal 
motion. I reserve the right to introduce a formal motion as soon as circumstances require.

Please accept, Mr President, the assurances of my highest esteem.

(signed) Dr Swidbert Schnippenkoetter 
Ambassador

Dr B. D. B. Layton
President of the 25th World Health Assembly 
Geneva
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Memorandum

The Delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany takes the liberty of drawing attention to 
the following:

1. The twenty-fourth World Health Assembly (1971) carried by 62 votes against 34 with 19 
abstentions a joint resolution sponsored by the Delegation of the Federal Republic
of Germany and 27 other delegations that the decision on the participation of the 
German Democratic Republic in WHO should be deferred until the 25th World Health 
Assembly.

Thus the twenty-fourth World Health Assembly expressed with a large majority the view 
that the question of the participation of the German Democratic Republic within the 
United Nations system is a matter of the greatest political significance and should 
therefore first be decided in principle by the political organ of the family of nations, 
the United Nations General Assembly.

2. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has for some time been contributing 
its share to the efforts to bring about detente in Europe. It is of the opinion that 
the relaxation of tension and the normalization of relations are the corner-stones of 
the political process in Europe. This process of détente has now entered a decisive 
phase. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, following the signing of 
the important treaties with the Soviet Union and Poland, and of the Quadripartite 
Agreement on Berlin, is now making every effort to reach a mutual settlement of its 
relations with the German Democratic Republic. This is the core of the Federal 
Government's policy of détente for there can be no real easing of tension in East-West 
relations in Europe if an island of confrontation remains in the heart of the continent.

Such a settlement is at the same time intended to create the basis for the admission of 
both the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic to the United 
Nations.

3. The progress achieved so far shows that possibilities of realizing this aim do exist, 
and that the decision of the twenty-fourth and the preceding World Health Assembly to 
postpone the question of the admission of the German Democratic Republic was the right one.

The Quadripartite Agreement signed in Berlin and subsequent agreements are only first 
steps towards regulating relations between the two parts of Germany,

4. The admission of the German Democratic Republic to the United Nations system at this 
time would only mean transferring the unresolved German problem to international 
organizations and thus impeding their constructive technical work. Moreover, the 
effects of the admission of the German Democratic Republic to WHO would not be confined 
to this technical Organization; indeed the political consequences would go far beyond.

5. In view of all these circumstances, the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany 
feels that the time has not yet come for the admission of the German Democratic 
Republic to the World Health Organization. It has requested member States this year 
again to avoid any decision which would only drastically change the international 
position of the German Democratic Republic without contributing to détente. It would 
indeed be a decision of grave consequence if, after all the progress towards détente 
in Europe achieved in the past year, the efforts of the Federal Republic of Germany
and all others concerned were placed in jeopardy as a result of interference from outside.

6. Moreover, no specialized agency of the United Nations has yet accepted the German 
Democratic Republic as a member.

The Delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany will therefore invite delegations to the 
twenty-fifth World Health Assembly to support the further postponement of consideration of the 
German Democratic Republic's application for membership of WHO.


