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AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER

At its ninth session, held in Lyon, France, from 18 to 20 October 1971, the Governing 
Council of the International Agency for Research on Cancer adopted amendments to paragraph 3 
of Article VI of the Statute1 of the Agency, relating to the length of membership of members 
of the Scientific Council, as set forth in resolution GC/9/RI3 (see Annex). These amend
ments were adopted on a recommendation made by the Scientific Council at its seventh session 
held in Lyon from 7 to 9 June 1971. The Scientific Council felt that, in view of the 
increasing scope of the programme of the Agency, a term of four years would make more 
efficient use of the time and expertise of the Council members than does the present term of 
three years.

Under the provisions of Article X of the Agency's Statute, amendments shall come into 
force when adopted by the Governing Council by a two-thirds majority of its members who are 
representatives of Participating States and accepted by the World Health Assembly.

The Health Assembly may therefore wish to consider the adoption of the following 
resolution :

The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly,

Considering the amendments to Article VI.3 of the Statute of the International
Agency for Research on Cancer, adopted by the Governing Council at its ninth session,

Considering the provisions of Article X of the Statute of the Agency,

ACCEPTS the following amendments to the Statute of the Agency:

Article VI

1. ...
2. ...
3. Each member of the Scientific Council shall serve for a term of four years.

However, at the first appointment of members following the coming into force 
of the amendment to this Statute increasing the term of office of the members of 
the Scientific Council from three to four years the following arrangements shall 
apply:

(a) Three new members shall be appointed for four years

1 Basic Documents, 22nd ed., pp. 145-150.



(b) Three of the four members whose term would otherwise have expired after 
two years shall be selected by lot to serve for three years, the remaining 
member continuing to serve for two years

(c) Two of the four members whose term would otherwise have expired after 
one year shall be selected by lot to serve for two years, the remaining two 
members continuing to serve for one year

(d) One new member shall be appointed for one year

Any member leaving the Scientific Council, other than a member appointed by 
way of replacement for a period of two years or less, can be reappointed only after 
at least one year has elapsed.

Should any vacancies otherwise occur for the three, two or one year terms of 
office, additional selections by lot or new appointments shall be made, as 
appropriate.



W O R L D  H E A L T H  
O R G A N I Z A T I O N

A25/26

O R G A N ISA TIO N  M ONDIALE ANNEX 
DE LA SANTÉ

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE RECHERCHE SUR LE  CANCER 

INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER

Governing Council 
Ninth Session
Lyon, 18-20 october 1971

GC/9/R13

STATUTE OF THE AGENCY

The Governing Council,

Flaving noted the recommendations of the Scientific Council (GC/9/4) 
as to the length of membership of Members of the Scientific Council,

RESOLVES that Article VI.3 of the Statute of the Agency should be 
amended to read as follows :

Each member of the Scientific Council shall serve for a term of four 
years.

However, at the first appointment of members following the coming into 
force of the amendment to this Statute increasing the term of office of the 
members of the Scientific Council from three to four years the following 
arrangements shall apply :

(a) Three new members shall be appointed for four years

(b) Three of the four members whose term would otherwise have expired 
after two years shall be selected by lot to serve for three years, 
the remaining member continuing to serve for two years

(c) Two of the four members whose term would otherwise have expired 
after one year shall be selected by lot to serve for two years, 
the remaining two members continuing to serve for one year

(d) One new member shall be appointed for one year

Any member leaving the Scientific Council, other than a member appointed 
by way of replacement for a period of two years or less, can be reappointed 
only after at least one year has elapsed.

Should any vacancies otherwise occur for the three, two or one year 
terms of office, additional selections by lot or new appointments shall be 
made, as appropriate.


