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1. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that the most recently approved resolutions, together with the list 

of resolutions and index (document EB47/56) had just been distributed, and that completed the 

series of resolutions adopted by the Executive Board at that session. The report of the 

Executive Board on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1972 (document EB47/54 and 

Corr.l) had also been distributed. 

The Board had thus completed its discussions, which had taken place in a very cordial 

atmosphere. Matters of great importance for the well-being and health of the general public 

and for the future progress of the Organization had been considered. The debate, though 

lively at times, had always been friendly, and agreement had, in virtually every case, been 

unanimous. The excellent documentation prepared by the Director-General and the reports by 

the Deputy Director-General, the Assistant Directors-General, the Regional Directors and the 

other secretariat members who had addressed the Board, had contributed in no small measure to 

those results. He thanked the staff who had worked day and night behind the scenes, sacri-

ficing their legitimate hours of rest, in order to produce the documents necessary for the 

meetings. 

He expressed his gratitude to all the Board members for their active collaboration, and 

thanked them for the honour that they had done him in appointing him Chairman and for the way 

in which they had facilitated his work. His term of office on the Board was now ending. He 

wished particularly to thank 一 on behalf of the Board - Dr Anouti, Sir George Godber, 

Professor Halter, Dr Layton, Dr Street and Dr Tuvan, whose terms of office would also expire 

in May, as would that of Dr Gesa, nominated by the Government of Uganda, who had been unable 

to attend that session of the Board. He wished the members continuing in office every 

possible success in their future work. 

Dr DIAWARA. expressed his profound satisfaction at the success of the present session. 

He was gratified in particular by the fact that the Board had completed its agenda, despite 

the scope and importance of the items； by the competence and understanding of its members, 

who had all shown a sincere determination to reach practical solutions in the interests of 

the Organization; and by the extent, variety and importance of the programmes discussed. 

The success of the session and its achievement of an essential objective - to demonstrate 

that health knew no frontier, either of colour or race, and that its ideology was based on 

man*s moral and physical well-being - was due primarily to the Chairman who had shown such 

patience, devotion and wisdom. 

He paid a warm tribute to the Director-General for his comprehension, wisdom and cease-

less concern for the future of the Organization, and to those who worked with him and had so 

greatly helped the Board by providing invaluable documents and answering the many questions. 

He also thanked the members of the Board for their courtesy and conscientiousness； the members 

of the Secretariat for their spirit and devotion; and all who had contributed to the Board's 

success. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that the success and harmony of the session, despite differing views 

on some questions, were mainly due to the Chairman, who had guided, stimulated and where 

necessary curbed the members into the successful completion of their task. He expressed his 

appreciation of the Chairman and members of the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance, whose preparatory work had facilitated the task of the Board. 

He thanked the Director-General for his admirable reports and lucid answers to questions, 

the Deputy Director-General for his invaluable support, the other secretariat officers who had 

given explanations on various items, and the regional directors. He also thanked the inter-

preters and, in particular, the many members of the staff who had worked long hours to provide 

the Board with the necessary documents and whom he hoped would be given a well-merited rest. 
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The Organization was entering a new phase of development: that of problem-solving. As 

an example of the appreciation and the effect of WHO'S efforts, he mentioned that one country 

would give 75 mi Ilion doses of smallpox vaccine as token of its faith in the Organization. 

Dr STREET said that his feelings at the closure of the session were mixed. He was 

pleased because the Board and the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance had com-

pleted their work successfully, but sad that he would be losing the fellowship and stimulation 

of contact with all the members of the Board, as he would no longer be a member next year. 

In the Board all members had gained experience in the war against poverty, ignorance, 

disease and wasteful activities, while establishing firmly that health was a right for all. 

Modern communications linked all parts of the world, and close contacts emphasized the need 

to press on with the development of social justice and to ensure that the criterion of 

distributive justice governed conduct in economic affairs. He was sure that each member of 

the Board, inspired by others - and inspiring them - had helped to develop mechanisms and 

techniques to put that theory into practice. There had been a cross-fertilization of ideas 

both within the conference room and outside. The multiplier effects of the Board
r

s delibera-

tions were in daily evidence, and the ideas would be widely disseminated through WHO's vast 

information network. 

As the Board deliberated it planned and sought to achieve change, while preserving the 

true and best values, seeking to relieve suffering and pain on the one hand while planning 

for children yet unborn. Planning, as had been stated during th© session, was based on men, 

money and materials and on the reality of their interrelation. Yet, as the Director-General 

had said, the future was already alive in the dreams, hopes and beliefs of men. Members of 

WHO were worried about problems connected with the lack of basic sanitation and health services 

and the rising evidence of mental and emotional stress in their people, and then sought 

avenues of change with a view to making improvements. It had been stressed in the Board's 

deliberations that improvements were closely related to a willingness to change and to the 

exercise of flexibility. Resources to deal with many world issues were limited; hence those 

resources should be redistributed and savings made in order to achieve better health. 

Youth was, however, a separate issue. Youth sought inspiration from WHO*s resolutions 

in seeking to achieve the highest spirtual, mental and physical well-being of mankind. It 

saw miracles being performed daily in adjusting disturbed physiology and in the achievements 

of modern science and technology. Yet it also saw vast numbers of people without any medical 

care; and trained youth might disregard the fundamental tenets of personal and environmental 

living through frustration, lack of inclination, and perversity. 

It was impossible to live with yesterday
1

 s attitudes when facing today* s problems. Yet 

it was necessary to use past experience to guide future action. The aim must be to relate 

planning to the solving of problems for the benefit of the people who were the ultimate 

beneficiaries； to use an approach based on the results achieved when setting targets; and 

to deal with the present situation while increasing the effectiveness of WHO'S activities with 

the longer-term in view. Continuous attention must be given to the study of status and 

dogma with a view to achieving universally accepted standards and criteria with a plan of 

action for the world. 

The Board's deliberations had been well balanced and its members had made a great con-

tribution to WHO'S activities and, through that contribution, to the world. He wished to 

pay tribute to the Chairman, who had guided the Board's deliberations benevolently and in a 

kindly and courteous manner; to Dr Ehrlich for his able chairmanship of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance; to the Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteurs and all 

those who had worked in special groups to make the Board's work smoother and to harmonize its 

activities. He extended warm thanks to the Director-General, the Deputy Director-General, 

the Assistant Directors-General and the Regional Directors; and to the staff of the 

Organization who had contributed so much and had shown by example the real worth of their 
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activities. He wished also to thank all those who had been his teachers during the past 

three years for what he had learnt, and all those who had given him guidance, inspiration 

and stimulation at the present session, 

Dr VASSILOPOULOS said that he too wished to express his deep gratitude to the Chairman, 

the Vice-Chairmen, and the French-speaking Rapporteur, as well as to the Director-General, 

the Deputy Director-General, the Assistant Directors-General, the Regional Directors and all 

the staff of the Secretariat. He was particularly impressed at the speed with which the 

excellent report on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1972 had been produced. 

Dr JOSHI congratulated the Chairman on the commendable way in which he had conducted and 

concluded the Board
1

s meetings. He had much appreciated the opportunity to address the 

Board and had himself learnt a lot during the session. 

He also expressed his gratitude and thanks to the Director-General, the Deputy Director-

General, the Assistant Directors-General, the Regional Directors and the Secretariat for 

the assistance which they had given him during the session. He likewise thanked the other 

members of the Board for the courtesy which they had shown him. 

Dr LAYTON wished, as the oldest retiring member of the Board, to associate himself with 

the remarks made by previous speakers. He expressed his appreciation to the Board and to 

the Chairman for having given him the opportunity of serving as Vice-Chairman. 

Dr DE CONINCK, speaking on behalf of Professor Halter, who had been compelled to leave 

earlier, congratulated the Chairman and all his colleagues on the Board on the results of 

the session and thanked the Director-General and his staff for the great patience and kindness 

they had shown. He sincerely regretted the fact that the term of office of the member 

nominated, by the Belgian Government was coming to an end. His association with the Board 

had given him great pleasure and had increased his knowledge and experience. 

Dr EHRLICH congratulated the Chairman on the excellent job he had done, and the 

Director-General and the entire Secretariat on the heroic task they had achieved in servicing 

the Board's meetings. The spirit of co-operation, comprehension and mutual understanding 

that had pervaded that session augured well for the future of the Organization. 

The CHAIRMAN once more thanked all members of the Board, particularly the Vice-Chairmen 

and the Rapporteurs and also Dr Ehrlich in his capacity of Chairman of the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance; he wished them
 M

bon voyage". 

He declared the forty-seventh session of the Executive Board closed. 

The meeting rose at 11«45 a.m. 
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1. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that the most recently approved resolutions, together with the list 

of resolutions and index (document EB47/56) had just been distributed, and that completed the 

series of resolutions adopted by the Executive Board at that session. The report of the 

Executive Board on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1972 (document EB47/54 and 

Corr. 1) had also been distributed. 

The Board had thus completed its discussions, which had taken place in a very cordial 

atmosphere. Matters of great importance for the well-being and health of the general public 

and for the future progress of the Organization had been considered. The debate, though 

lively at times, had always been friendly, and agreement had, in virtually every case, been 

unanimous. The excellent documentation prepared by the Director-General and the reports by 

the Deputy Director-General, the Assistant Directors-General, the Regional Directors and the 

other secretariat members who had addressed the Board, had contributed in no small measure to 

those results. He thanked the staff who had worked day and night behind the scenes, sacri-

ficing their legitimate hours of rest, in order to produce the documents necessary for the 

meetings « 

He expressed his gratitude to all the Board members for their active collaboration, and 

thanked them for the honour that they had done him in appointing him Chairman and for the way 

in which they had facilitated his work. His term of office on the Board was now ending. He 

wished particularly to thank - on behalf of the Board - Dr Anouti, Sir George Godber, 

Professor Halter, Dr Layton, Dr Street and Dr Tuvan, whose terms of office would also expire 

in May广 as would that of Dr Gesa, nominated by the Government of Uganda, who had been unable 

to attend that session of the Board. He wished the members continuing in office every 

possible success in their future work. 

Dr DIAWARA expressed his profound satisfaction at the success of the present session. 

He was gratified in particular by the fact that the Board had completed its agenda, despite 

the scope and importance of the items； by the competence and understanding of its members, 

who had all shown a sincere determination to reach practical solutions in the interests of 

the Organization； and by the extent, variety and importance of the programmes discussed. 

The success of the session and its achievement of an essential objective - to demonstrate 

that health knew no frontier, either of colour or race, and that its ideology was based on 

man's moral and physical well-being was due primarily to the Chairman who had shown such 

patience, devotion and wisdom. 

He paid a warm tribute to the Director-General for his comprehension, wisdom and cease-

less concern for the future of the Organization, and to those who worked with him and had so 

greatly helped the Board by providing invaluable documents and answering the many questions. 

He also thanked the members of the Board for their courtesy and conscientiousness； the members 

of the Secretariat for their spirit and devotion; and all who had contributed to the Board's 

success. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV said that the success and harmony of the session, despite differing views 

on some questions, was mainly due to the Chairman, who had guided, stimulated and where 

necessary curbed the members into the successful completion of their task. He expressed his 

appreciation of the Chairman and members of the Standing Committee on Administration and 

Finance, whose preparatory work had facilitated the task of the Board. 

He thanked the Director-General for his admirable reports and lucid answers to questions, 

the Deputy Director-General for his invaluable support, the other secretariat officers who had 

given explanations on various items, and the regional directors. He also thanked the inter-

preters and, in particular, the many members of the staff who had worked long hours to provide 

the Board with the necessary documents and whom he hoped would be given a well-merited rest. 
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The Organization was entering a new phase of development : that of problem-solving. As 

an example of the appreciation and the effect of WHO
T

 s efforts, he mentioned that one country 

had given 75 000 doses of smallpox vaccine as token of its faith in the Organization. 

Dr STREET said that his feelings at the closure of the session were mixed. He was 

pleased because the Board and the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance had com-

pleted their work successfully, but sad that he would be losing the fellowship and stimulation 

of contact with all the members of the Board, as he would no longer be a member next year. 

In the Board all members had gained experience in the war against poverty, ignorance, 

disease and wasteful activities, while establishing firmly that health was a right for all. 

Modern communications linked all parts of the world, and close contacts emphasized the need 

to press on with the development of social justice and to ensure that the criterion of 

distributive justice governed conduct in economic affairs. He was sure that each member of 

the Board, inspired by others - and inspiring them - had helped to develop mechanisms and 

techniques to put that theory into practice. There had been a cross-fertilization of ideas 

both within the conference room and outside. The multiplier effects of the Board's delibera-

tions were in daily evidence, and their ideas would be widely disseminated through WHO* s vast 

information network. 

As the Board deliberated it planned and sought to achieve change, while preserving the 

true and best values, seeking to relieve suffering and pain on the one hand while planning 

for children yet unborn. Planning, as had been stated during the session, was based on men, 

money and materials and on the reality of their interrelation. Yet, as the Director-General 

had said, the future was already alive in the dreams, hopes and beliefs of men. Members of 

WHO were worried about problems connected with the lack of basic sanitation and health services 

and the rising evidence of mental and emotional stress in their people, and then sought 

avenues of change with a view to making improvements. It had been stressed in the Board's 

deliberations that improvements were closely related to a willingness to change and to the 

exercise of flexibility. Resources to deal with many world issues were limited; hence those 

resources should be redistributed by savings to achieve better health. 

Youth was, however, a separate issue. Youth sought inspiration from W H O
1

s resolutions 

in seeking to achieve the highest spirtual, mental and physical well-being of mankind. It 

saw miracles being performed daily in adjusting disturbed physiology and in the achievements 

of modern science and technology. Yet it also saw vast numbers of people without any medical 

care; and trained youth might disregard the fundamental tenets of personal and environmental 

living through frustration, lack of inclination, and perversity. 

It was impossible to live with yesterday* s attitudes when facing today
f

 s problems. Yet 

it was necessary to use past experience to guide future action. The aim must be to relate 

planning to the solving of problems for the benefit of the people who were the ultimate 

beneficiaries； to use an approach based on the results achieved when setting targets； and 

to deal with the present situation while increasing the effectiveness of WHO*s activities with 

the longer-term in view. Continuous attention must be given to the study of status and 

dogma with a view to achieving universally accepted standards and criteria with a plan of 

action for the world. 

The Board
r

 s deliberations had been well balanced and its members had made a great con-

tribution to WHO'S activities and, through that contribution, to the world. He wished to 

pay tribute to the Chairman, who had guided the Board's deliberations benevolently and in a 

kindly and courteous manner； to Dr Ehrlich for his able chairmanship of the Standing 

Committee on Administration and Finance; to the Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteurs and all 

those who had worked in special groups to make the Board* s work smoother and to harmonize its 

activities. He extended warm thanks to the Director-General, the Deputy Director-General, 

the Assistant Directors-General and the Regional Directors； and to the staff of the 

Organization who had contributed so much and had shown by example the real worth of their 
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activities. He wished also to thank all those who had been his teachers during the past 

three years for what he had learnt, and all those who had given him guidance, inspiration 

and stimulation at the present session. 

Dr VAS SILOPOULOS said that he too wished to express his deep gratitude to the Chairman, 

the Vice-Chairmen, and the French-speaking Rapporteur, as well as to the Director-General, 

the Deputy Director-General, the Assistant Directors-General, the Regional Directors and all 

the staff of the Secretariat. He was particularly impressed at the speed with which the 

excellent report on the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1972 had been produced. 

Dr JOSHI congratulated the Chairman on the commendable way in which he had conducted and 

concluded the Board's meetings. He had much appreciated the opportunity to address the 

Board and had himself learnt a lot during the session. 

He also expressed his gratitude and thanks to the Director-General, the Deputy Director-

General, the Assistant Directors-General, the Regional Directors and the Secretariat for 

the assistance which they had given him during the session. He likewise thanked the other 

members of the Board for the courtesy which they had shown him. 

Dr LAYTON wished, as the oldest retiring member of the Board, to associate himself with 

the remarks made by previous speakers. He expressed his appreciation to the Board and to 

the Chairman for having given him the opportunity of serving as Vice-Chairman. 

Dr de CONINCK, speaking on behalf of Professor Halter, who had been compelled to leave 

earlier, congratulated the Chairman and all his colleagues on the Board on the results of 

the session and thanked the Director-General and his staff for the great patience and kindness 

they had shown. He sincerely regretted the fact that the term of office of the member 

nominated by the Belgian Government was coming to an end. His association with the Board 

had given him great pleasure and had increased his knowledge and experience. 

Dr EHRLICH congratulated the Chairman on the excellent job he had done, and the 

Director-General and the entire Secretariat on the heroic task they had achieved in servicing 

the Board's meetings. The spirit of co-operation, comprehension and mutual understanding 

that had pervaded that session augured well for the future of the Organization. 

The CHAIRMAN once more thanked all members of the Board, particularly the Vice-Chairmen 

and the Rapporteurs and also Dr Ehrlich in his capacity of Chairman of the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance; he wished them "bon voyage". 

He declared the forty-seventh session of the Executive Board closed. 

The meeting rose at 11,45 a»m. 


