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1. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE
ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee consider the programme of work of the Health 
Assembly for Tuesday, 11 May during the counting of the votes of one of the ballots held with 
a view to drawing up its proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person 
to sit on the Executive Board.

It was so agreed.

At the CHAIRMAN'S request, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out Article 100 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Assembly, governing the procedure for the election.

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to the documents before it:
(1) a table showing the geographical distribution of the membership of the Executive 

Board, by regions;
(2) a list showing, by regions, the Members of WHO which were or had been entitled to 

designate persons to serve on the Board;
(3) a list of Members - classified by regions and by alphabetical order within each 

region - whose names had been suggested following the announcement made by the President of the 
Assembly in pursuance of Rule 99 of the Rules of Procedure; the list was in no way restrictive 
and members of the Committee were free to vote for any other Member of their choice;

(4) a table showing the present composition of the Executive Board, with the names of 
the Members which had designated persons to serve on the Board whose terms expired at the end 
of the present Health Assembly and which would have to be replaced. They were: Belgium,
Canada, Chile, Jamaica, Lebanon, Mongolia, Uganda and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland.

He suggested that the same procedure be adopted as at previous Assemblies : first, if the 
Committee felt that it would be useful, a general discussion would be held, and then a trial 
vote which would give an idea of the situation; next, following a discussion of the results 
of the trial vote, the Committee would draw up first a list of twelve Members and then a list 
of eight Members - selected from the list of twelve members - which in its opinion would provide, 
if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole in accordance with the provisions of 
Rule 100 of the Rules of Procedure.

Dr AKIM (United Republic of Tanzania), asked whether the present composition of the Board 
met the criteria for balanced distribution laid down in the Constitution, and whether the 
Committee should abide by the present distribution of seats among the regions when it drew up 
its proposals.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL answered that the present distribution of seats on the Board did in 
fact conform to those criteria; a new distribution could be considered only after governments 
had ratified the amendments to Article 24 of the Constitution increasing the number of members 
on the Board to thirty.

Dr ANSARI (Pakistan) said that at an informal meeting of the delegations of the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, which had taken place that same morning, Afghanistan and Iran had 
expressed the wish not to be included in the list of candidates.

Dr DIAZ GRANADO (Colombia) said that, during an informal meeting of the delegations of the 
Region of the Americas, held the previous week, it had been unanimously decided to nominate 
Ecuador, Trinity and Tobago, and Uruguay.
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Dr TEJEIRO (Cuba) stated that his delegation had not been associated with that decision.

Dr DIAZ GRANADO (Colombia) wished to make it clear that the decision had been taken by a 
unanimous vote of the delegations present at the meeting.

Dr OKEZIE (Nigeria) informed the members of the General Committee that during an informal 
meeting of the delegations of the African Region it had been unanimously agreed to nominate 
Lesotho.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) observed that some of the countries 
whose names had been suggested had never been entitled to designate a person to sit on the 
Board; he felt that they should be given preference.

Dr LAYTON (Canada) noted that there now remained only eleven names suggested, whereas the 
Committee was required to draw up a first list of twelve Members. Could the names of the 
countries which did not wish to stand for election still be taken into consideration?

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) observed that 
during their meetings the delegations of several Regions had put forward the names of candidates 
to be included in the list of eight Members and that as a result the regional distribution in 
the list of twelve Members was unbalanced. He would therefore like to suggest that the names 
of Cuba and Zambia be added to that list, if it was in order for the members of the General 
Committee to put forward suggestions.

The CHAIRMAN reiterated that the list of names suggested was in no way restrictive.

Dr IBRAHIM (Iraq) agreed with the comments of the Soviet Union's delegate; for his own 
part, he would support the candidature of Syria.

Professor AUJALEU (France) observed that very often Members which did not wish to stand 
for election nevertheless did not object to having their names included in the list of twelve 
Members.

The CHAIRMAN invited Mr Sardón bin Haji Jubir (Malaysia) and Dr Bitariho (Burundi) to act 
as tellers.

A trial vote was taken by secret ballot.
After being informed of the results of the trial vote, the Committee voted by secret 

ballot to decide upon the list of twelve Members to be transmitted to the Health Assembly.

2. PROGRESS OF WORK OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES

Dr AL-ADWANI (Kuwait), Chairman of Committee A, reported on the progress of the work of 
his committee. The Committee had felt that it would be desirable to refer to Committee В 
Item 2.5 of the agenda, proposed by the Government of Sweden and entitled "Strategy for health 
during the Second United Nations Development Decade", since it was closely linked with 
Item 3.19.1 (Co-ordination with the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the Internationa 
Atomic Energy Agency: Programme matters), which had been referred to Committee В for consider- 
tion.

Dr BAUHOFER (Austria), Chairman of Committee B, then reported on the progress of the work 
of that committee.
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3. ALLOCATION TO COMMITTEE В OF ITEM 2.5 OF THE AGENDA

In accordance with the proposal of the Chairman of Committee A, the General Committee 
decided to refer Item 2.5 of the agenda to Committee B, which would consider it in conjunction 
with Item 3.19.1.

4. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Committee drew up the programme of meetings for Tuesday, 11 May and Wednesday, 12 May. 
It was agreed that at its plenary meeting on Wednesday the Assembly would proceed to elect the 
Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board, and that while the votes 
were being counted it would wind up the general discussion on Items 1.9 and 1.10 of the agenda.

It was also agreed that the Assembly in plenary session would take up Item 1.11 of the 
agenda (Admission of new Members and Associate Members) on Thursday morning, continuing the 
discussion in the afternoon if necessary.

5. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD (resumed from Section 1)

The CHAIRMAN read out the list of twelve Members to be transmitted to the Health Assembly. 
It was as follows: Afghanistan, Denmark, Ecuador, Federal Republic of Germany, Hungary, Italy, 
Lesotho, Monaco, Syria, Thailand, Trinity and Tobago, and Uruguay.

Before the Committee drew up the list of eight Members, he wished to make it clear that 
only the names of Members appearing in the list of twelve could be included in the list of 
eight.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL reminded the Committee that, if it wished to maintain the present 
regional distribution of seats on the Board, it must recommend the names of one Member from the 
African Region, three Members from the Region of the Americas, one Member from the South-East 
Asia Region, two Members from the European Region and one Member from the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region.

A vote was taken by secret ballot to determine the list of eight Members which in the 
Committee's opinion would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole.

The following countries were nominated: Ecuador, Lesotho, Thailand, Trinity and Tobago, 
Uruguay, Denmark, Syria and Italy.

The CHAIRMAN read out the Committee's report containing the names of the twelve Members 
proposed, together with the names of the eight Members which'in the Committee's opinion would 
provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole. The report would be 
distributed on Tuesday, 11 May and submitted to the Assembly in plenary session on Wednesday,
12 May.

The meeting rose at 3 p.m.


