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1. OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN welcomed the delegates of Member States and Associate Members, and the 
representatives of the various international organizations. He also welcomed the represen
tative of the Executive Board, Dr Ehrlich, who would be participating in the work of the 
Committee in accordance with the provisions of Rules 43 and 44 of the Rules of Procedure of 
the Health Assembly.

He expressed his deep appreciation of the honour conferred upon his country and the 
European Region by his nomination as Chairman of the Committee.

2. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR: Item 3.1 of the Agenda (Document A24/9)

The CHAIRMAN read out Rule 36 of the Rules of Procedure, concerning the election of a 
vice-chairman and a rapporteur. The Committee on Nominations, in its third report (document 
A24/9), had proposed Dr Bédaya-Ngaro (Central African Republic) as Vice-Chairman.

Decision: Dr Bédaya-Ngaro was elected Vice-Chairman by acclamation.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee on Nominations, also in its third report, had 
nominated Dr Dolgor (Mongolia) as Rapporteur.

Decision : Dr Dolgor was elected Rapporteur by acclamation.

3. ORGAN I ZA.TI ON OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN stated that, in accordance with Rule 82, the procedure governing the conduct 
of business and voting in the Committee would conform to that followed in plenary meetings. 
Rules 49 to 81 of the Rules of Procedure were particularly relevant to the Committee's work. 
The terms of reference of the main committees were set forth in resolution WHA23.1. Accor
ding to that resolution, the Committee was required to complete discussion on agenda items 
3.2, 3.4, 3.11, 3.12 and 3.14 before Committee A could consider agenda item 2.2 (Review and 
approval of the programme and budget estimates for 1972).

Moreover, the Executive Board, at its forty-seventh session, had made certain recommen
dations regarding the method of work of the Health Assembly, which, if accepted, would have 
repercussions on another item of the agenda.

He therefore proposed that the Committee first consider item 3.5 (Method of work of the 
Health Assembly), and then the following items in the order indicated: 3.12 (Review of the 
financial position of the Organization) and its five sub-items; 3.2 (Supplementary budget 
estimates for 1971); 3.4 (Use of Executive Board Special Fund); 3.11 (Scale of assessment) 
and its four sub-items; 3.14 (Revolving Fund for Teaching and Laboratory Equipment for 
Medical Education and Training).

It was so agreed.
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4. METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 3.5 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA23.1,
para. 4, and EB47.R38)

Dr EHRLICH, representative of the Executive Board, introducing the item, said that the 
Committee would recall that at its twenty-third session the Health Assembly had considered 
the Executive Board's recommendations on the revised method of work of the Health Assembly and 
adopted resolutions WHA23.1 and WHA23.2, containing a series of measures aimed at increasing 
the flexibility in the allocation of agenda items to the two main committees and providing for 
an appropriate balance in their work. The terms of reference of the committees had been 
redefined in such a manner as to allow a more equitable workload. To achieve this, the 
Committee on Programme and Budget and the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 
Matters had been replaced, respectively, by Committee A (dealing predominantly with programme 
and budget matters) and Committee В (dealing predominantly with administrative, financial and 
legal matters).

The Health Assembly had also decided to continue holding the Technical Discussions at the 
end of the first week of the Assembly, and that neither main committee should meet during that 
time or during plenary meetings of the Health Assembly. The purpose was to afford all dele
gates, particularly in small delegations, an opportunity to be present at the general 
discussions and to attend the Technical Discussions.

The Health Assembly had further requested the Executive Board to review the revised method 
of work in the light of the experience gained and to report to the Twenty-fourth World Health 
Assembly. The Board had accordingly considered the subject at its forty-seventh session, and 
had concluded that the revised method of work resulted in a more equitable workload of the two 
main committees and enabled the Health Assembly to complete its work more efficiently, and 
within a three-week period, in spite of the continuously growing agenda. Its resolution 
EB47.R38 (Official Records No. 189, page 23) implied that, in view of the satisfactory result 
obtained, no changes should be introduced until further experience had been gained.

As a further means of increasing the efficiency of the Health Assembly, the Board had 
considered the question of retaining on the agenda a separate item relating to "the general 
order of magnitude of the budget for the second ensuing year". It had done so in the light 
of the Assembly's decision in resolution WHA22.53 on long-term planning in the field of health, 
biennial programming, and the improvement and strengthening of the evaluation process. That 
resolution stipulated that, as from 1971, the proposed programme and budget estimates should 
include, as a first step towards biennial programming, an appendix showing a projection for the 
second ensuing year, based on the indications of governments' priorities for future programmes 
of WHO assistance as known at the time of the preparation of the programme and budget esti
mates, and on other factors such as the trends and requirements for the major programmes of 
the Organization.

With the possibility of examining the tentative projection for the second ensuing year, 
the Board had concluded that the deletion from the Assembly's agenda of the separate item con
cerning consideration of the general order of magnitude of the budget for the second ensuing 
year would help to avoid duplication of discussions. It had therefore decided to recommend 
to the Health Assembly the deletion of that item from the agenda, it being understood that the 
matter would be examined in connexion with the projection of estimates for the budget for the 
ensuing year, as reflected in Appendix 3 of Official Records No. 187, and that the Director- 
General could take account of Members' views expressed during the discussion when formulating 
his final budget proposals.

The Board had also considered a report prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit which had 
a bearing on the method of work of the Health Assembly. The report, entitled "Rationalization 
of the proceedings and documentation of the World Health Assembly", was reproduced in document 
А 2 4 / в / з  only for the information of delegates at the present stage and was submitted under



agenda item 3.19.3. The Board had not received the report in time to give it full consider
ation, and it would like to complete its detailed examination before formulating recommendations 
to the Assembly. It had, however, requested the Director-General to implement those changes 
which he considered to be feasible.

The CHAIRMAN said that discussion of item 3.5 would start at the next meeting.
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The meeting rose at 3.05 p.m.


