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TWENTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
INDEXED

' FIFTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE В

During its eleventh and twelfth meetings held on 18 May 1971, Committee В decided to 
recommend to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly the adoption of the attached resolutions 
relating to the following agenda items:

2.5 - Strategy for health during the Second United Nations Development Decade 
'Item proposed by the Government of Sweden)

3.19 - Co-ordination with the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency

3.19.1 - Programme matters
(two resolutions have been adopted by the Committee on this agenda item)

3.19.2 - Study of the Capacity of the United Nations Development System

3.19.3 - Administrative, budgetary and financial matters
(two resolutions have been adopted by the Committee on this agenda item)

3.16 - Community Water Supply - Report on the financial consequences of the programme 
for WHO
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STRATEGY FOR HEALTH DURING THE SECOND UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT
DECADE

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on co-ordination with the United 
Nations, the specialized agencies and the IAEA on programme matters;1

Recognizing the importance of the decision taken by the General Assembly in its 
resolution 2626 (XXV) setting forth the international development strategy for the Second 
United Nations Development Decade (1971-1980);

Noting the steps which the Director-General has taken to collaborate with the other 
members of the United Nations system in the development of the international strategy for 
the Decade;

Recognizing the necessity of ensuring balanced socio-economic development;

Underlining the vital role of health programmes in contributing to such development;

Noting further that for this purpose the volume of resources available through 
multilateral institutions for financial and technical assistance will be increased to 
the fullest extent possible;

Bearing in mind the adoption b^ the World Health Assembly of the General Programme 
of Work Covering a Specific Period; and

Recalling resolutions WHA20.52, WHA20.53, WHA22.55 and WHA23.43,

1. NOTES with satisfaction the report of the Director-General on co-operation with other 
organizations of the United Nations system on programme matters;1

2. REAFFIRMS the need for Member States to ensure for health its proper place in socio
economic development and for the efforts of the developing countries to raise their levels 
of health being supported to the maximum feasible extent by developed countries;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General :

(1) to work out, on the basis of the fifth General Programme of Work, a broad outline 
for a sectoral strategy, in the field of health consistent with the basic objectives 
and concepts of the International Development Strategy and by making efforts to allocate 
adequate resources to well-defined areas in the field of health;

(2) to continue, in consultation with the governments concerned, to develop and refine 
targets and indicators to be utilized in evaluating the progress made in the field of 
health, such evaluation to be utilized if necessary to adapt the strategy in the course 
of the Decade in the light of new developments;

1 Document А24/в/4.
2 Resolution WHA24.-
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(3) to continue to co-operate with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the 
Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly of the United Nations and 
particularly within the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination with regard to the 
biennial overall reviews of the implementation of the Strategy; and

(4) to report to the Executive Board and to the World Health Assembly on the action 
pursued and the progress made in the implementation of the health aspects of the 
Strategy.
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CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, 
THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY:

PROGRAMME MATTERS

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution WHA17.45 of March 1964, in which the World Health Assembly requested 
the United Nations to urge the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament to 
give close and speedy consideration to the proposals submitted to it recommending the applica
tion of the resources released by way of reductions in military budgets in projects aimed at 
developing economically and socially all countries and all regions and areas markedly affected 
by poverty and underdevelopment thus enabling them to attain a state of complete physical, 
mental and social well-being;

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1026 (XXXVII), of 11 August 1964, 
on the economic and social consequences of disarmament and, more specifically, on the conversion 
to peaceful needs of the resources released by disarmament; which welcomed the agreement by 
the Secretary-General and the Directors-General of the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency that they would co-operate in the preparation of all studies 
of concerted programmes of work;

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 2602 E (XXIV) of 16 December 1969, which 
declared the decade of the 1970s as a Disarmament Decade and which recommended that consideration 
be given to channelling a substantial part of the resources freed by measures in the field of 
disarmament to promote the economic development of developing countries and, in particular, 
their scientific and technological progress as well as General Assembly' resolution 2626 (XXV) 
of 24 October 1970 on the international development strategy which laid down that there should 
be a close link between the Second United Nations Development Decade and the Disarmament 
Decade ;

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 2685 (XXV) of 11 December 1970, on the 
economic and social consequences of disarmament which requested Member States, the specialized 
agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as other organizations in the 
United Nations family, to submit their comments and recommendations to the Secretary-General so 
that he, in consultation with a group of experts, could prepare a report through the 
Economic and Social Council to the General Assembly in 1973;

Being concerned about the ever-spiralling race in armaments and the considerable 
investment and utilization of resources in that direction;

Considering the many development projects in health which cannot be implemented due to 
lack of resources;

Noting that the next general programme of work of the World Health Organization begins 
in 1973 when the Secretary-General is to report to the United Nations General Assembly; 
and

Conscious of the desirability of stimulating international co-operation in all those 
activities which may assist peace, justice, progress and prosperity and which might ensure a 
more stable and secure world so that the people of all nations may live in harmony,

REQUESTS the Director-General to co-operate with the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
in fulfilment of the requests set forth in General Assembly resolution 2685 (XXV).
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CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, 
THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY:

PROGRAMME MATTERS

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Taking note of resolution 2704 (XXV) of the United Nations General Assembly concerning 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples by the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system 
as well as of the relevant provisions of resolutions 2621, 2678, 2679, 2706, 2707 and 2708 
of the Twenty-fifth session of the United Nations General Assembly;

Taking note further of the requests in paragraphs 5 and 6 of resolution 2704 (XXV) of 
the General Assembly;

Recalling resolutions WHA16.43, WHA17.50, WHA18.40, WHA18.48, WHA19.31, WHA20.38 and 
WHA21.34 ;

Recalling the relationship agreement concluded between the World Health Organization and 
the Organization of African Unity in pursuance of resolution WHA22.16; and

Appreciating the assistance provided by the Director-General to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations in his capacity as Chairman of the ACC with respect to implementation of 
the relevant resolutions of principal organs of the United Nations,

1. NOTES with satisfaction the effective co-operation which has been established between the 
World Health Organization and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the
UN itself on questions concerning refugees from southern African countries or territories;

2. FURTHER NOTES with satisfaction that the Director-General has co-operated with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and provided information to be contained in the 
comprehensive report on steps taken by the specialized agencies and other organizations of 
the UN system to implement the Declaration referred to above, as requested in General 
Assembly resolution 2704 (XXV); and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to study further, in consultation as appropriate with the 
Organization of African Unity, under the relationship agreement and to the extent he deems 
advisable, the contribution the World Health Organization might make in fulfilment of the 
humanitarian aims as set out in operative paragraphs 5 and 6 of General Assembly 
resolution 2704 (XXV) referred to above, as well as the relevant provisions of other 
resolutions, and to present to the Executive Board at its forty-ninth session proposals with 
respect to appropriate activities of the Organization in response to requests of the 
United Nations General Assembly.



STUDY OF THE CAPACITY OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution WHA23.44;1

Welcoming the Consensus approved by the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) at its tenth session concerning the capacity of the United 
Nations development system;

Noting resolution 2688 (XXV) of the General Assembly endorsing this Consensus;

Expressing satisfaction that the Consensus recognized that "the role of the 
organizations of the United Nations system in the implementation of country programmes should 
be that of partners, under the leadership of the UNDP, in a common endeavour of the entire 
United Nations system";

Welcoming the continuing co-operation and collaboration of the Director-General during 
the review of the capacity of the United Nations development system;

Noting the recommendation of the 1714th meeting of the Economic and Social Council to 
all executing agencies of the UNDP that they review their organizational structures at the 
headquarters, regional and field levels with a view to adapting these structures to their 
increased operational activities financed by the UNDP, in view of the relevant decisions of the 
UNDP Governing Council; and

Aware that some questions remain to be settled within the framework of the examination 
of this subject,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General of WHO to continue to co-operate fully in a spirit of 
partnership with the Administrator of the UNDP and with other appropriate agencies and 
organizations of the United Nations in the implementation of the Consensus approved by the 
Governing Council of the UNDP;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to take all possible steps to ensure that agency or overhead 
costs necessary for the efficient implementation of WHO's responsibilities for activities 
financed by the UNDP are adequately covered by the UNDP; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General, taking into account The constitutional responsibilities of 
the Organization:

(a) to continue to review WHO's organizational structure at headquarters, regional and 
country levels with a view to adapting further this structure to WHO's increased 
operational activities as well as those financed by the UNDP, taking into account the 
relevant recommendations of the UNDP Governing Council and the Economic and Social 
Council; and

(b) to report on this review and action taken and proposals for that purpose to the 
Executive Board and the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly as well as in the WHO report 
to the Economic and Social Council.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 245.
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CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY: ADMINISTRATIVE,

BUDGETARY AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

(Continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit)

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Recalling part II of resolution WHA20.22;'*'

Considering that the United Nations General Assembly has decided in its resolution 
2735 A (XXV) to continue the Joint Inspection Unit on the existing experimental basis for 
a further period of two years beyond 31 December 1971, and has recommended to the other 
participating organizations in the United Nations system to take appropriate measures for 
the continuation of the Joint Inspection Unit on the same basis; and

Noting that the United Nations General Assembly will review the question of the Joint 
Inspection Unit at its twenty-seventh session, taking into account, inter alia, the views 
of the governing bodies of the specialized agencies concerned,

DECIDES that the World Health Organization shall continue to participate in the Joint 
Inspection Unit on the existing experimental basis for a further period of two years beyond 
31 December 1971.

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 11th ed., p. 452.
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CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY ON ADMINISTRATIVE, BUDGETARY AND

FINANCIAL MATTERS

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Having considered resolutions EB47.R43, EB47.R54, EB47.R55, EB47.R56, EB47.R57 and 
EB47.R58 relating to co-ordination with the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency on administrative, budgetary and financial matters;

Having heard the reports of the representative of the Executive Board and the Director- 
General on the subject,

AGREES with the observations and conclusions of the Executive Board on this subject.
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COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY:
REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE PROGRAMME FOR WHO

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General entitled "Community Water Supply - 
Report on the Financial Consequences of the Programme for WHO";1

Considering the present rate of urban and rural water supply development, the present 
WHO programme of assistance to Member governments, the targets proposed for the United Nations 
Second Development Decade and the financial consequences of an accelerated programme to meet 
these targets; and

Noting with satisfaction the increased rates at which the United Nations Development 
Programme is providing assistance for pre-investment surveys for the production of acceptable 
projects both rural and urban, and the increase of loans for the construction of water supplies 
from international, regional and bilateral sources,

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General1 and recognizing that implementation of the 
accelerated programme proposed in the report would greatly assist governments in meeting 
national targets within the United Nations Second Development Decade;

2. RECOMMENDS to Member States:

(i) that they consider adoption of the rational approach to the problems of both urban 
and rural water supplies contained in the Director-General's report;

(ii) that ministries responsible for health continue efforts of promotion and stimulation 
for the improvement of community water supply and sewerage programmes;

(iii) that in national economic development plans and in country programming for UNDP 
and other types of co-operation full consideration be given to needs for public water 
supply and sewerage ;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(i) to continue to accord high priority to assistance to developing Member countries in 
improving their urban and rural water supplies, including education and training of 
personnel ;

(ii) to intensify efforts to promote research and development activities leading to more 
efficient and economical methods for the planning, design and operation of both urban and 
rural community water supply systems;

(iii) to continue to assist Member governments to identify and mobilize all possible
sources of technical and financial co-operation to enable them to achieve national targets 
for the improvement of both urban and rural water supplies within the United Nations Second 
Development Decade;

(iv) to report on the progress to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly.


