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Introduction 

In accordance with WHA20.52
1

 and with the procedure followed since the Director-General 

is reporting in detail in this document the resolutions and decisions of the United Nations, 

the specialized agencies and the IAEA which have direct implications for national and inter-

national health programmes or for the work of the Organization and thus require specific 

consideration by the Board. Other resolutions and decisions of organizations of the United 

Nations system are mentioned for the information of the Board； full texts of all resolutions 

cited are available should the Board wish more detail. 

The present document consists of three parts: 

I. Decisions of the United Nations General Assembly and the 

Economic and Social Council. 

II. The United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations 

Children's Fund and the World Food Programme. 

III. Decisions of the specialized agencies. 

I
#
 Decisions of the United Nations General Assembly and the 

Economic and Social Council 

1• Second United Nations Development Decade 

1 . 1 The United Nations General Assembly on 24 October 1970 at the ceremonial meeting 

commemorating the Organization's Twenty-fifth Anniversary unanimously adopted a resolution, 

A/kES/2626(XXV), proclaiming the Second United Nations Development Decade as from 1 January 

1971, and establishing an International Development Strategy for the Decade. The formulation 

of the Strategy for the Decade was the subject of intensive inter-governmental consultations 

at the forty-ninth session of the Economic and Social Council soon after the twenty-third 

World Health Assembly and these consultations continued in the General Assembly throughout 

the first three weeks of October 1970. The complete text of the Strategy adopted by the 

General Assembly and circulated is attached hereto as Annex I. 

1.2 The Executive Board and the Health Assembly have been kept continuously informed of the 

Organization's participation in the preparatory activities undertaken by the Committee for 

Development Planning of the Economic and Social Council and the Preparatory Committee 

established by the General Assembly in 1968. The views of the Organization with respect 

to the specific references to health were presented orally to the latter committee by the 

Director-General on 3 July 1969. 

1.3 Under the adopted Strategy the governments of the 127 Member States of the United Nations 

pledge themselves individually and collectively to pursue policies directed, inter alia, to 

increase the average annual growth rate of the developing countries to at least 6% in gross 

product and 3-1/2% in per capita income. The consensus which led to the unanimous adoption 

of the Strategy also postulates that "Each economically advanced country should endeavour 

to provide by 1972 annually to developing countries • • • transfers of a minimum net amount 

of 1% of its gross national product at market prices in terms of actual disbursements". 

Developed countries unable to achieve this target by 1972 will endeavour to attain it not later 

than 1975. 

1

 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed., p . 422. 



The Strategy is primarily economic in character but the chapter on "Goals and 

Objectives" proposes certain general targets in the health field (see paragraph ). 

The chapter on "Policy measures" contains a section on "Human Development" which includes 

proposals with respect to health (see paragraphs - ) . 

1.4 On the occasion of the adoption of the text of the International Development Strategy 

in the Second Committee of the United Nations General Assembly formal statements were made 

on behalf of almost all delegations, either in the form of group statements or individually. 

A number of these constitute reservations to specific provisions of the Strategy, primarily 

in relation to the targets. 

1.5 In a further resolution, A/RES/2641(XXV), the General Assembly requested, inter alia, 

the specialized agencies "to continue to review progress in their respective sectors 

according to the procedures already established and to be adapted as necessary" and invited 

the Secretary-General, in consultation with organizations of the United Nations system and 

a f t
e r ascertaining the views of the Governments of States Members of the United Nations, to 

submit to the Economic and Social Council at its fifty-first (July 1971) session "a report 

outlining the details of a system of over-all appraisal" to enable the General Assembly at 

its twenty-sixth session to take a final decision thereon. 

1 6 Many detailed steps remain to be taken at both the inter-governmental and inter-

s¡cretariat level to ensure implementation of the Strategy which has now been adopted. The 

Economic and Social Council is primarily responsible within the United Nations and will 

consider general aspects of the Decade and more specifically the problems of evaluation and 

review during its 1971 session. The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination has re-

established its Sub-Committee on the Development Decade which is to meet in early 1971 to 

consider immediate and long-range co-ordination requirements of an inter-secretariat character 

and to discuss arrangements for review and appraisal. 

1 7 Programme implications of the International Strategy for the Second United Nations 

Development Decade will arise in relation to the fifth "General programme of work covering a 

specific period" which constitutes Item 2.9 of the provisional agenda of the present session 

of the Executive Board (document EB47/23). 

WHO'S role with regard to the review and appraisal of the objectives and policies of 

the Strategy for the Decade, in so far as they concern the health field at all levels is 

also referred to in the same document. 

1 8 The Director-General is continuing his co-operation with the United Nations and other 

organizations of the United Nations system and, pursuant to resolution ША23.43, he w H l 

report further to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly "on the action pursued and 

progress made in the health component of the international strategy for the Second Development 

Decade". 

2 . Reports of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 

2.1 A s the Executive Board was informed at its forty-fifth session the existence of the 

Enlarged Co-mnittee for Programme and Co-ordination саше to an end on 31 December 1969 and xn 

1970 the Economic and Social Council reconstituted its Committee for Programme and 

Co-ordination as a connnittee of Twenty-one with revised terms of reference as proposed by 

the ECPC in its final report. The CPC functioned throughout 1970 and advised the 

Economic and Social Council on a number of issues which resulted in the adoption of 

resolutions by the Council. Those resolutions adopted by the Council which are of direct 

interest to the Organization are reported herein in the order of their adoption. 

2 2 E/RES/1547(XLIX) on "Development and c o o r d i n a t i o n of the activities of the organi-

s i o n s within the Un ted Nations system" recalled earlier resolutions on the Councxl's 

" - ^ d i n l t Î n g r d e . The resolution took note of the report of the Connnittee for P r o g r a m e 



and Co-ordination at its sixth session and of the thirty-sixth report of the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination.
2

 The resolution reaffirmed "that the policy-making role in the 

United Nations system is the prerogative of Member States in the competent organs of the 

system". It instructed the CPC "to review the sphere of activities and competence of the 

Administrative Committee on Co-ordination in the light of the relevant discussion in the 

Council so that the Council may achieve more effective co-ordination of the social, economic 

and technical activities of the United Nations system" and instructed CPC to report its 

recommendations to the Council at its fifty-first (July 1971) session. The Secretary-General 

and, inter alia, the executive heads of the specialized agencies were invited by the 

resolution "to pay special attention to the need to eliminate overlapping and duplication in 

their work" and to carry out the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to 

Examine the Finances of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies "more precisely and 

effectively and further, whenever obstacles or problems occur, to mention these in their 

reports and make recommendations to overcome them
1

'.
3

 The resolution also invited the 

governing bodies of the specialized agencies and the IAEA "to consider making arrangements 

for studies on the use of the staffs of their secretariats" and recommended that the 

Secretary-General and the executive heads of these agencies "take every possible action, 

including reassignment of present personnel in the light of priority programmes, in order to 

ensure the maximum utilization of the said personnel". 

2.3 The Director-General considers that the Organization, through the Executive Board and the 

World Health Assembly, has kept and is keeping the question of maximum utilization of personnel, 

in the light of priority programmes, under constant review. 

4 
2.4 After considering the report of the CPC on its sixth session and reviewing the 

analytical summaries of the reports of the specialized agencies and IAEA, the Council, in 

E/RES/l548(XLIX) invited the agencies in future to include in their analytical summaries the 

following types of information : 

"(a) An organizational chart at the beginning of each summary, together with an 
indication of the changes that have been made during the course of the year; 

(b) In the chapter entitled "Co-ordination with other organizations of the 

United Nations system", one section which would be concerned with achieve-

ments and a second section which would contain a description of any 

outstanding co-ordination problems and the difficulties encountered in solving 

them ； 

(c) Information in tabular form on expenditure on major programmes for 

previous and current years； 

(d) Fuller information on the concrete steps taken by the organizations 

to carry out recommendations made in the reports of the Joint Inspection 

Unit on the question of duplication or lack of co-ordination; 

(e) Recommendations for specific action by the Council". 

1

 United Nations document E/4877. 

2

 United Nations document e/4840 and Add.l/kev.l. 

3

 See EB47/31 under item 7.1.5 of the provisional agenda. 

4

 United Nations document E/4877. 



2.5 The D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l is taking steps to meet the wishes expressed in this resolution of 

the Council. 

2.6 The Board was informed at its forty-fifth session of the interest of the Economic and 

Social Council and various United Nations co-ordination committees in the problem of prior 

consultation. At its April 1970 meeting the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination agreed, 

in accordance with the recommendations of the Enlarged Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 

in its final report
1

 that existing consultation on work programmes should be complemented by 

the circulation between organizations of their draft work programmes with request for comments 

t h e r e o n .
2

 These steps were welcomed at the joint meeting of the ACC and the CPC in July 1970 

prior to the meeting of the ECOSOC Council resolution 1549(XLIX) welcomed "the general agreement 

among the secretariats of the organizations of the United Nations system to carry out prior 

consultations on work programmes by the circulation to other United Nations organizations of 

their draft work programmes with a request for comment and the notification of such comments 

to the inter-governmental bodies responsible for preliminary and final consideration of the 

work programme". 

2 7 Accordingly the Director-General transmitted the proposed programme and budget estimates 

of the World Health Organization for 19724 to the executive heads of the United Nations, ILO, 

FAO, UNESCO, IBRD, ICAO, IMCO, WMO and the IAEA on the date of its transmittal to WHO Member 

S t a
|

e s
 and Íníorméd the executive heads that any comments on the proposed programme and budget 

estimates with respect to programmes of their respective organizations in related areas would 

be appreciated. 

2.8 At its forty-ninth session the Economic and Social Council considered the report of the 

S¡cretary-General on the role of the regional economic commissions in development planning 

and relevant parts of the reports of the meetings of other bodies including the ACC and 

the C P C
6

 as well as the Executive Secretaries of the regional economic commissions. In its 

resolution E ^ E S / l 5 5 2 ( X L I X ) on development planning advisory services, including the use of 

sub-regional inter-disciplinary teams, at the request of the Governments concerned, the Council 

considered the "need for very careful preparation of this form of technical assistance, and 

for the closest consultation with the regional economic commissions and other appropriate 

organizations within the United Nations system, in order to avoid duplication with advisory 

services in these fields provided from other sources". It took note of ’the experimental 

nature of this scheme" under which two teams are to be established, and invited the Secretary-

General to pursue his consultations with the Administrator of the United Nations Development 

Programme regarding UNDP participation in the preparation and financing of such projects. 

The Secretary-General is asked to report to the Council on his consultations under the 

resolution as well as on the activities of the two experimental teams and on the extent to 

which maximum use has been or would be made of the staff and services of the regional economxc 

commissions . . . as well as those of the specialized agencies concerned • 

1

 United Nations document E/4748. 
2

 United Nations document E/4840. 
3

 United Nations document E/4886 and Corr.l. 
4

 Off. R e c . Wld Hlth O r g .， 187. 
5

 united Nations document E/484o/Add.1 /Rev.1. 
6

 united Nations document E/4846 and Adds 1-15. 



2.9 The D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l is in consultation with the Secretary-General and, in accordance 

with the understanding reached in the ACC, will ensure where appropriate the co-operation of 

WHO staff with the interdisciplinary teams. 

2.10 The question of regional structures of the United Nations and the organizations in 

the United Nations system was first raised in the report on the capacity of the United Nations 

Development System and is referred to in paragraphs 66 and 67 of the consensus adopted by 

the Governing Council of the UNDP at its tenth session in June 1970.
1

 The proposal for a 

preparatory study of regional structures was discussed at the joint meeting of CPC and ACC 

in July 1970 and the report of the joint meeting
2

 submitted to the forty-ninth session of 

the Economic and Social Council states "It was generally agreed that the present regional 

structures were not ideal and a much greater degree of uniformity could be achieved • • • 

The representatives of the agencies who spoke assured the Secretary-General of their 

c o 一 o p e r a t i o n . It was, however, pointed out that the subject was a complex one involving 

the definition of geographical, cultural and economic "regions"• In some instances 

specific technical considerations had to be taken into account, while in another the nature 

of the organization which was based on international agreements would require a transitional 

period were it to be modified.
M 

2.11 The forty-ninth session of the Economic and Social Council had before it the report 

of the joint meetings as well as a note of the Secretary-General on the terms of reference 

and financial implications of the proposed preparatory study on regional structures.
3 

It adopted E/1lES/l553(XLIX) which emphasized "the necessity of taking into full consideration 

the views of States of the respective regions individually and collectively within the frame-

work of their regional economic commissions" and bore in mind the fact "that problems of 

regional co-operation vary from one region to another"• The resolution requested the 

Secretary-General "to prepare, in consultation with other organizations of the United Nations 

system a questionnaire on the various aspects of regional structures and to forward it to the 

Governments of Member States with the request that they send their answers to their respective 

regional economic commissions,,• The Executive Secretaries of the commissions are requested 

to "prepare reports on the basis of the answers to the questionnaire and to submit them to the 

regional economic commissions at their next annual session in order to elicit comments from 

Governments". The Director of the United Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut is 

also requested to prepare a report
 M

o n the basis of the answers to the questionnaire received 

from Governments covered by the Office". 

The Executive Secretaries and the Director of UNESOB will report to the Secretary-General 

who in turn is requested to report to the ECOSOC as early as possible and not later than at 

its fifty-second (Spring 1972) session on "the results of the preliminary enquiry and to 

recommend concrete lines of action." 

2.12 Pursuant to the Council's resolution the Secretary-General in November 1970 transmitted 

to the States Members of the four regional economic commissions of the Economic and Social 

Council and to the States serviced by the United Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut, 

the questionnaire for the study on regional structures. 

2ДЗ in view of its importance, copies of the questionnaire and the Secretary-General
f

 s 

transmittal letter are annexed. The Secretary-General, in his capacity as Chairman of the 

Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, will keep the organizations informed of the 

responses of governments to the questionnaire. In its consideration of this matter the 

Executive Board may wish to recall the action taken by the World Health Assembly at its sixth 

session (WHA6.44).
4

 The Director-General will advise the Board of further developments. 

1

 EB47/20 under item 7.1.2 of the provisional agenda. 
2

 United Nations document E/4886 and Corr.l. 
3

 United Nations document E/AC.24/L.379. 

4 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed., p . 294. 



3 . Commission for social development 

3.1 The Organization was represented at the twenty-first session of the Commission for 

Social Development which met in Geneva from 4 to 20 March 1970 and considered several 

documents of concern to the Organization. 

After considering the Commission's report, the Economic and Social Council, in 

E ^ E S / l 4 9 2 ( X L V I I I ) on the social factors in improving nutrition, expressed its deep concern 

"at the serious and possibly irreversible physical and mental harm inflicted by malnutrition 

on over 300 million children, and on other vulnerable groups, in the developing countries" 

and said that "adequate nutrition is essential to the health and social well-being of the 

family and nation and is a vital factor in national development". The resolution, inter alia, 

requested the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization in co-operation as 

appropriate with WHO, the United Nations, UNICEF, UNESCO and other agencies "to strengthen 

further United Nations assistance to governments in the formulation and implementation of 

sound food and nutrition policies". It specifically requested the World Health Organization 

in co-operation with FAO, UNICEF, and other appropriate organizations in the United Nations 

system "to intensify action and research on the health aspects of malnutrition in order to 

meet the situation of malnourished populations, particularly infants, children and expectant 

and nursing mothers". 

3 2 The Director-General is co-operating with the FAO on food and nutrition policy, and is 

t¡king steps to meet the Council's request in regard to the vulnerable groups referred to 

above. 

3.3 After considering the report of the Secretary-General on Trends in the Social Situation 

of Children
1

 to which WHO had contributed, the Economic and Social Council adopted 

E/RES/I493(XLVIII) which reaffirmed its belief that "observance of the rights of the child ... 

calls for a greater effort on the part of the international community and governments" and 

states the Council's awareness "that the social situation of children, particularly in the 

developing countries, remains disturbing and that the number of sick, undernourished and 

uneducated children in the world is increasing". The operative paragraphs of 

EAES/I493(XLVIII) invite the Secretary-General and the competent organizations in the United 

Nations system "to increase their efforts to learn more about the needs of children and youth 

and to assist governments in carrying out co-ordinated and inter-sectoral measures designed 

to satisfy these needs" and "to intensify their assistance to governments during the Second 

United Nations Development Decade with a view to enabling them to meet such needs particularly 

i n t h
e fields of health, nutrition, education and social welfare, without losing sight of the 

overall aspect of the problems and laying particular emphasis on the training of personnel . 

The resolution further draws the attention of Member States and "organizations in the 

United Nations system to the need to increase their efforts to prevent and eliminate suffering 

among children, including those who are the victims of wars and of injustice emanating from 

existing colonial régimes, to meet the needs of physically and"mentally handicapped children, 

and to provide protection for children born out of wedlock 

3 4 In his consultation with Member States on the formulation of health p r o g r a m e s 

E l a t e d to children, the Director-General will pay due regard to this resolution, and will 

co-operate, through the ACC or otherwise, in any further reports or actions to be undertaken 

by the United Nations system as a whole. 

3.5 The General Assembly in A/RES/2681(XXV) 

development analysis and planning which would 

components in the formulation of policies and 

confirmed "the need for a unified approach to 

fully integrate the economic and social 

programmes at the national and international 



levels". The resolution endorses E/feES/l494(XLVIII) which had emphasized the views 

expressed in the report of -the Meeting of Experts on Social Policy and Planning in National 

Develoiment, submitted to the twenty-first session of the Commission on Social Development 

in March 1970.
1 

The General Assembly resolution requested "bodies responsible for the implementation of 

the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade, as 

well as for the various social and economic long-term plans and programmes worked out within 

the United Nations system in the context of the Decade" to aim at "the most effective 

integration of policy measures across the different sectors, based inter alia on the principles 

and guidelines embodied in the unified approach". The resolution requests the Secretary-

General "to suggest, in co-operation with other organizations of the United Nations system 

and the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, specific measures for the 

refinement and unification of methods for collecting and evaluating social data and information 

at the national and international levels, in the context of his study requested in Economic 

and Social Council resolution 1494(XLVIII)". 

3.6 The Director-General is co-operating with the United Nations Research Institute for 

Social Development and the Secretary-General in this matter. 

4 . increase in the production and use of edible protein 

4 1 In conformity with A/kES/2529(XXIV) of the General Assembly the Secretary-General 

submitted to the forty-ninth (July 1970) session of the Economic and Social Council a 

progress report
2

 to which the Organization contributed. A commentary on the World Protein 

Situation,3 prepared by the Protein Advisory Group, was also circulated to the Council. 

4.2 The Council's discussion of the protein problem is summarized in its report to the 

General Assembly
4

 as follows : 

"
9 6
 . . . The question of ensuring that it should continue to receive increasing 

attention was examined, with particular reference to the view of the Advisory 

Committee on the Application of Science and Technology to Development that a high-

level body should be established to deal with the policy and political aspects 

of the problem, as well as to its suggestion that a protein fund should be 

established. A number of delegations supported the views of the Advisory 

Committee while others felt that neither a policy body nor a fund was necessary. 

There was general agreement that there was a need to confirm and strengthen 

the role of the WHO/FAO/UNICEF Protein Advisory Group as the principal technical 

body in the United Nations system providing advice with regard to protein. 

97
 T h

e Council decided to transmit the Secretary-General's report (E/4829) to 

t h
¡ General Assembly with a brief statement of its views. It also decided to 

draw the Assembly's attention to the need for intensifying the efforts of the 

institutions of the United Nations system in that field and also to the discussions 

that had taken place in the Council on that point." 

1

 united Nations document E/CN.5/445 and Corr.l. 

2

 United Nations document E/4829. 

3

 United Nations document E/L.1330. 

4

 United Nations document A/8003. 



4.3 The protein problem was considered in the Second Committee of the General Assembly and 

the Director-General's representative there, as earlier at the Economic and Social Council, 

brought to the attention of the body the importance attached by the Organization to the protein 

problem and indicated the steps taken by the Organization through the Protein Advisory Group 

and otherwise in conformity with the provisions of WHA22.56. 

4.4 The General Assembly subsequently adopted A/RES/2684(XXV), the preambular paragraphs 

of which express cognizance of the inter-disciplinary implications of the protein problem which 

"requires the concerted action of all sectors, at both the national and the international level, 

and an integrated approach, involving economic, managerial, social and scientific conside-

rations". The resolution welcomed "the increased level of activities and greater attention" 

being given to the subject by various agencies and organizations of the United Nations family 

and the growing interest of governments. Appreciation was expressed for "the activities 

undertaken at the technical and interagency levels by the Protein Advisory Group". Finally 

the preamble reaffirmed the need for "further and fresh efforts" and maximum co-ordination 

thereof. 

The operative provisions of the resolution request the Secretary-General "to prepare, 

with the assistance of independent experts and in close consultation with the agencies and 

organizations of the United Nations family, a concise report on the possible elements of a 

broad statement of strategy, as contemplated by the Advisory Committee on the Application of 

Science and Technology to Development, suggesting the role of governments and the contribution 

of the United Nations system in closing the protein gap and including recommendations regarding 

those proposals already put forward which are found to be both desirable and feasible, together 

with an indication of the possible means of their implementation", and to report to the General 

Assembly at its twenty-sixth session through the Economic and Social Council. In the interim 

the resolution recommended that the Secretary-General take all possible steps in pursuance of 

A/RES/2416(XXIII), that the UNDP give increased attention to projects directly related to the 

protein problem and the PAG, the specialized agencies and other United Nations organizations 

'bontinue and intensify their current activities in this field". 

4.5 The representative of the Secretary-General informed the Second Committee of the General 

Assembly during consideration of this resolution that the United Nations Secretariat would 

seek the closest possible co-operation with the specialized agencies in the selection of the 

experts and in the preparation of the report called for by the resolution. The Secretary-

General has already initiated consultations with the Director-General who has suggested 

possible consultants with special expertise and who will arrange for participation in the 

meeting of the experts• The Organization is continuing its active collaboration and parti-

cipation in the work of the Protein Advisory Group under the Protein Advisory Group's revised 

and expanded terms of reference and is co-operating in all undertakings designed to enhance 

the effectiveness of work on the protein problem pursuant to WHA22.56. 

5. Science and technology 

5
e
l The Economic and Social Council examined at its forty-ninth session the report of the 

Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and Technology to Development (ACAST)
1

 and 

in E/RES/I543(XLIX) drew the attention, inter alia, of the specialized agencies to the relevant 

sections of the Committee's report, particularly to its recommendations, and invited "all 

bodies and organizations of the United Nations system to make use, if and where appropriate, 

both individually and collectively through the inter-agency machinery, of the Advisory Committee 

as a source of advice on scientific and technological matters". 



5 . 2 In E / R E S / I 5 4 4 ( X L I X ) on future institutional arrangements for science and technology, the 

Council attached the "highest importance to the strengthening of the activities, including the 

elimination of any prevailing institutional gaps, of the bodies and organizations of the United 

Nations system dealing with specific problems of the application of science and technology to 

development and with the question of the transfer of operative technology to developing 

countries". It reiterated the need "for the reinforcement and co-ordination of present and 

contemplated activities, including the establishment of inter-governmental machinery in the 

field of the application of science and technology to development within the framework of 

the United Nations system and taking into account the respective responsibilities of the 

General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council" and recognized that "so far 110 consensus 

or majority opinion has emerged on how best to meet the need for reinforcement and co-ordination 

or on the place and role of any inter-governmental machinery to be set up'，. Accordingly it 

decided "pending further clarification of the issues involved in the relevant bodies of the 

United Nations" to postpone its decision until its fifty-first (summer 1971) session. 

Additionally it endorsed the view contained in the thirty-sixth report of the ACC
1

 "that any 

institutional arrangements in the field of science and technology will be meaningful only if 

additional resources are made available for tackling major problem areas". 

5
#
3 The ACC has considered problems of science and technology throughout the year and in its 

thirty-sixth report to the Council
1

 the ACC welcomed "Council's decision to review in depth 

the machinery for consideration of problems of science and technology.
и

 In order to facili-

tate the Council's work the ACC summarized the relationship of the agencies and expressed the 

view that "A centralized advisory expert body concerned with global policy issues in the field 

of science and technology and so constituted as to include a balanced representation to cover 

areas of activity involving more than one organization in the United Nations system is con-

sidered desirable". The ACC further pointed out that close contact between the agencies and 

the central advisory body was essential and that such a body could give increased attention 

to the mobilization of the world's scientific community to further development. With respect 

to the various proposals which had been presented to the Council at its forty-seventh session 

in summer 1969, i.e. the establishment of a sessional committee on science and technology or 

the blocking off of a certain period of time in plenary for debate on these matters, the ACC 

said it "would welcome any procedure which would encourage governments to include in their 

delegations scientists or specialists on scientific questions, thus ensuring more meaningful 

discussion in the Council which would, in turn, lead to more effective consideration of re-

commendations and their translation into action at the national level". The ACC said that 

the General Assembly might "also wish to consider appropriate procedures for meeting these 

objectives". For its part the ACC which had during the preceding year been engaged in a 

system review of its own structure, was "ready to adapt and strengthen the intersecretariat 

machinery to ensure maximum co-operation in any arrangements established in the field of science 

and technology at the intergovernmental and advisory levels". The question of future insti-

tutional arrangements for science and technology was also discussed at the joint meetings of 

ACC and CPC which took place in July 1970. 

5
e
4 During the past year the Organization has been represented at all sessions of the ACAST, 

has made further contributions to the section of the World Plan of Action relating to health 

and has otherwise co-operated with ACAST. 

5.5 The World Health Organization was also represented at the Council and described the 

existing advisory machinery of WHO and the mechanisms utilized by the Organization in the 

fields of science and technology, as well as the steps that had been taken to keep under 

consideration the recommendations of ACAST and the collaboration which had developed between 

WHO and that Committee. 



5
#
6 The Twenty-fifth General Assembly had an additional item placed on its agenda concerning 

the role of modern science and technology in the development of nations and the need to strengthen 

economic and technico-scientific co-operation among states. The preambular paragraphs of the 

resolution adopted on 7 December 1970 (A/RES/2658(XXV)) recalled earlier resolutions of the 

General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council on the strengthening of international 

co-operation in the application of science and technology to development. 

It expressed the conviction that "science and technology constitute one of the main 

pillars of economic and social development" and recalled the paragraphs of the International 

Development Strategy, (A/RES/2626(XXV)) which relate to both international co-operation in 

science and technology and the implementation of a programme designed to promote the transfer 

of technology to developing countries. The preambular paragraphs note the contribution made 

"in their respective fields" by the ACAST and "the competent organizations of the United 

Nations system to the promotion of international programmes of scientific and technical co-

operation" • 

The resolution invites "the competent organs and organizations of the United Nations 

System" to take "further action with a view to strengthening economic, scientific and technical 

co-operation within their exiáting and contemplated programmes 

The Secretary-General is requested, in consultation with Member States and the competent 

organizations of the United Nations system, and with the assistance of ACAST, to prepare a 

study which would evaluate the main implications of modern science and technology, particularly 

for development, and appraise results achieved within the framework of the United Nations 

system, as well as difficulties encountered. The Secretary-General * s study would also suggest 

ways and means of implementing various recommendations, practical ways and means of strengthening 

international co-operation, and "additional forms of international action", within the frame-

work of the United Nations system, to "ensure that scientific and technical achievements are 

more effectively applied to the needs of all countries, giving special consideration to the 

situation of the developing countries". The Secretary-General is requested "to submit his 

study to Member States and to the competent organs of the United Nations system for analysis 

and discussion" so that it may eventually be submitted, via the Economic and Social Council, 

to the General Assembly at the time (1973) of the first biennial review of the International 

Development Strategy• The Secretary-General is requested to make a progress report to the 

fifty-first (July 1971) session of the Economic and Social Council. 

5 e
7 The Director-General is ready to participate in such consultations as the Secretary-

General may wish to arrange, either through ACC or otherwise in implementation of the study 

called for under the resolution adopted by the General Assembly. 

6 . Youth 

6 л
 The Twenty-fifth General Assembly adopted A/RES/2633(XXV) on "Youth, its education in 

the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, its problems and needs, and its parti-

cipation in national development" after being informed of the preparations under way for the 

analytical study in depth of the World Social Situation on Youth in co-operation with the 

specialized agencies. 

In reaffirming its prior resolutions the General Assembly, inter alia, "Calls upon govern-

ments all institutions of learning, the United Nations organs and the specialized agencies 

^ I r n e d and all other organizations concerned to act in such a way as to ensure the education 

of young people in the spirit of the ideas of peace based on justice, co-operation among 

peoples, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and the principles of international 

law and also to take effective steps to combat propaganda in favour of unjust wars, as well 

as to combat racist, nazi and similar ideologies". Further, in paragraph 15 the Council 

，,Requests the Secretary-General and the specialized agencies concerned to continue to under-

take on a regional and on a world-wide basis, programmes and projects related to the problems 



and needs of youth, especially those of the handicapped, young workers and rural youth, and 

their participation in national development, as well as their role in the promotion and pro-

tection of human rights, and to co-operate closely, as appropriate, with youth organizations". 

6.2 The Organization is contributing to the report on the world social situation of youth 

and is in consultation with the United Nations through the Administrative Committee on Co-

ordination in respect to the health aspects of youth questions. 

7• International university 

7.1 In accordance with A/RES/2573(XXIV), the Secretary-General was asked to prepare "in 

co-operation with UNESCO and in consultation with UNITAR", a report to the forty-ninth session 

of the Economic and Social Council on the feasibility of an international university.
1 

7.2 During the course of the Council's forty-ninth session this matter was discussed and the 

Council requested the UNESCO General Conference in October 1970 to examine the matter and 

transmit its views to the General Assembly; other interested organizations were invited to 

comment at an appropriate time. 

7.3 The General Assembly had before it a resolution of the General Conference of UNESCO and 

views expressed by the Board of Trustees of UNITAR which accepted in principle the proposal 

to create an international university system. The General Assembly then adopted A/RES/2691(XXV) 

expressing the belief that "the establishment of an international university, truly inter-

national in character, could contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the Charter 

of the United Nations." UNESCO was invited by the resolution "in co-operation with the 

United Nations organizations concerned and the university community throughout the world" to 

make studies of the educational, financial and organizational aspects of the matter. The 

Secretary-General is requested to report on the studies undertaken together with any recom-

mendations through the Economic and Social Council to the General Assembly at its twenty-

sixth session so that a decision may be taken on this question at the earliest possible date. 

7.4 It is anticipated that the Organization will shortly be consulted on this matter by the 

United Nations and by UNESCO, and that there will be consideration in the ACC of inter-

secretariat co-ordination which is required to meet the wishes of the General Assembly. The 

Director-General will co-operate and will report as appropriate to the Executive Board. 

8. Human environment 

8.1 The Executive Board was informed at its forty-fifth session of the decision of the 

General Assembly to convene a United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm 

in June 1972. 

8.2 The Organization's participation in preliminary arrangements and preparations for the 

United Nations conference has been in accordance with the decisions of resolution WHA22.57 

which requested the Director-General to co-operate fully with the Secretary-General. 

8.3 Preparations for the conference are being made under the direction of an inter-governmental 

Preparatory Committee of 27 designated by the General Assembly which held its first formal 

meeting in March 1970 in New York and will hold its second formal meeting in Geneva from 8 to 

19 February 1971. In addition an informal meeting took place in New York on 9 and 10 November 

1970. At its initial meeting in March 1970 the inter-governmental Preparatory Committee 

approved general arrangements with respect to representation and documentation； it intends at 

its February 1971 session to finalize the conference agenda. The Organization has been, and 

will continue to be, represented at such meetings. 



8.4 A preliminary decision has already been taken by the Preparatory Committee to organize 

the work of the conference in three main areas which are generally as follows: 

(a) adoption of a Declaration on the Environment； 

(b) development of an action programme； 

(c) preparation, in certain fields, of conventions or other documents for signing at 

the time of the conference. 

8.5 The resolution adopted by the Twenty-fifth General Assembly, A/RES/2657(XXV) reaffirms 

that "environmental policies should be considered in the context of economic and social develop-

ment , t a k i n g into account the special needs of development in developing countries". 

8.6 To ensure effective inter-secretariat co-ordination in the preparation of the conference, 

the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination has established an Ad Hoc Working Group on the 

Conference on the Human Environment in which the Organization is actively participating. It 

is expected that the substantive preparation unit of the conference secretariat will be trans-

ferred to Geneva from New York in the spring of 1971 which will greatly facilitate continuous 

participation in, and co-operation with, its work by the specialized agencies concerned, which 

have their headquarters in Europe. 

8.7 As a part of its contribution to the Conference on the Human Environment the Organization 

has agreed to present a comprehensive document on Health Aspects of the Environment. A senior 

environmental health expert is being made available to participate in the substantive preparation 

of the conference, 

8.8 The Director-General is continuing full participation in the preparations for the con-

ference, to assist the inter-governmental Preparatory Committee and the conference secretariat 

and to co-operate through the Ad Hoc Working Group established by the ACC so that maximum co-

ordination is achieved. 

8.9 In addition the Organization is co-operating particularly through the European Regional 

Office in the arrangements and preparations for the Conference on Problems relating to the 

Environment to be held in Prague in 1971 under the auspices of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe. 

9. Assistance in cases of natural disasters 

9.1 The Secretary-General’s preliminary study of the problem of assistance in cases of 

natural disasters, to which the Organization contributed, was presented to the Economic and 

Social Council at its forty-ninth (July 1970) session.
1

 Both the forty-eighth and forty-

ninth sessions of the Council, as well as the General Assembly, adopted various resolutions 

concerning individual disasters which occured during 1970. In addition the Council adopted 

two resolutions of general import, E/RES/l533(XLIX) which proposed the establishment of an 

emergency fund for disasters and E/RES/1546(XLIX) covering the general problem of assistance 

in cases of natural disaster. 

9.2 The latter resolution commended the Secretary-General on his intention to entrust a 

senior official of the United Nations with the co-ordination of assistance from the United 

Nations system and with the ensuring of continual and close co-operation with the governments 

concerned, the League of Red Cross Societies and other voluntary agencies. Following the 

session of the Council the Secretary-General designated the Office of Inter-Agency Affairs 

of the United Nations to act as the focal point under the Assistant Secretary-General for 

Inter-Agency Affairs. The resolution, inter alia, reaffirmed the importance of pre-disaster 

1

 United Nations document E/4853 and Corr.1 and Add.1. 



planning, stressed the importance of standby relief units at the national level and of the 

stock-piling of supplies and reaffirmed the need to promote scientific research into the 

causes and early manifestations of impending disasters. The Secretary-General was invited 

to continue his studies of these problems as well as of the role of the recommended emergency 

fund for disasters and to report to the fifty-first (July 1971) session of the Council. 

9.3 The General Assembly, after considering the decisions taken by the Council, adopted 

A/RES/2717(XXV). This resolution sets forth the General Assembly'S concern "about the grave 

human and material losses suffered by countries which have recently been stricken by natural 

disasters", expresses its appreciation of the assistance rendered by the Red Cross and other 

voluntary organizations, the United Nations system and bilateral aid, again emphasizes "the 

necessity of strengthening the international machinery for providing adequate assistance in 

cases of natural disaster", and bears in mind "the need to strengthen and co-ordinate effec-

tively the efforts of the United Nations family of organizations in disaster relief as well 

as other assistance directed through the United Nations system". 

In its operative paragraphs the resolution renews the General Assembly's appeal to Member 

States of the United Nations or of specialized agencies "to consider and to continue offering 

on a wider basis, through the United Nations, bilateral arrangements or other appropriate 

organizations, emergency assistance to meet natural disasters, including standby disaster 

relief units or the earmarking of similar units for service in foreign countries". The 

Secretary-General is urged to include in his comprehensive report a study concerning the 

legal status of disaster relief units made available through the United Nations, called for 

by A/RES/2435(XXIII), and he is invited to include in the reports requested under the above 

resolution and E/RES/1546(XLIX) his conclusions and recommendations on various matters in-

cluding the "capacity of the different organizations of the United Nations system to con-

tribute assistance in connexion with natural disasters" and the "most appropriate means to 

further strengthen the capacity of the United Nations relating to natural disasters, including 

organizational arrangements for the permanent office of the United Nations responsible for 

co-ordination of action relating to natural disasters, epidemics, famines and similar emer-

gency situations and the resources required therefor". The Secretary-General is further 

invited to submit recommendations in particular on "Ways and means of ensuring better mobi-

lization and co-ordination of the assistance to be provided through the United Nations and 

the organizations of the United Nations system, as well as the League of Red Cross Societies 

and other non-governmental organizations'*. The specific fields in which he is invited to 

make recommendations are itemized and include pre-disaster planning, stockpiling of emergency 

supplies, the application of science and technology to prevention, control or mitigation of 

the effects of disasters, national and international programmes to train relief personnel, 

measures to be taken in initial emergency or post-disaster phases and the study of long-term 

plans for reconstruction and development of disaster areas. The Secretary-General is requested 

in со-operation with organizations of the United Nations system and the League of Red Cross 

Societies, where appropriate, "to study and recommend in his comprehensive report, taking 

into account past practices, the most effective measures and means to meet requests for tech-

nical assistance by States Members of the United Nations system in elaboration of their 

planning of national preparations to meet natural disasters, epidemics, famines and similar 

emergency situations". 

9.4 The Director-General has been in continuing consultation with the Secretary-General and 

will continue to participate in consultations on the recent resolutions of the Economic and 

Social Council and the General Assembly as well as in the preparation of the report called 

for by A/RES/2435(XX111) which the Secretary-General is to present in 1971. The use in 

A/RES/2717(XXV) of the word "epidemics" was clarified during the discussion of the resolution 

to limit the reference to epidemics connected with natural disasters and it was made clear 

that any observations regarding WHO or other organizations of the United Nations system have 

no bearing on their respective responsibilities affecting their fields of action. 



10. Narcotics 

10.1 The forty-ninth session of the Economic and Social Council in resolution 1532(XLIX) 

provided for the convening of a special one week session of the Commission on Narcotic drugs； 

this special session of the Commission took place in Geneva in September/October 1970 and the 

results of its deliberations are reported under item 2.3.1 of the provisional agenda.
1 

Thereafter the resumed forty-ninth session of the Economic and Social Council adopted resolu-

tion 1559(XLIX) on concerted United Nations action against drug abuse and the establishment 

of a United. Nations fund for drug-abuse control to be made up from voluntary contributions. 

In the resolution the Council invited, inter alia, the specialized, agencies "to co-operate 

fully in the planning and execution of short-term and long-term measures and programmes per-

tinent to the drug-abuse problem in all its aspects". The resolution recognized "the need 

for immediate action on an urgent basis as well as for the establishment of a plan for con-

certed long-term action by the United Nations family of organizations to deal with the problem 

of the abuse of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances simultaneously at its three critical 

points: supply, demand and illicit traffic". The Secretary-General is requested to report 

to the Economic and Social Council at its fifty-second (spring 1972) session through the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs on implementation of the resolution. 

10.2 The twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly adopted two resolutions relating to 

narcotics. A/RES/2719(XXV) on technical assistance in the field of narcotics, notes "with 

grave concern the spread of drug abuse in many parts of the world", strongly endorses the 

decisions of the ECOSOC and the resolution referred to above, "Welcomes the establishment, as 

an initial measure and as a matter of urgency, of a United Nations fund for drug abuse control, 

to be made up of voluntary contributions", and requests the Secretary-General "to proceed 

immediately towards the implementation of the above decisions". The same resolution appeals 

inter alia, to organizations of the United Nations system "to lend their full support to the 

above-mentioned efforts". 

10.3 The second resolution adopted by the General Assembly, A/RES/2720(XXV), considers that 

"addiction to narcotic drugs is becoming an alarming problem in many countries of the world" 

and that "the measures that have been taken against illicit trade and traffic in narcotic 

drugs have not been successful in arresting widespread addiction". The resolution "Calls 

upon States Members of the United Nations and appeals to non-member States to consider seriously 

the possibility of enacting adequate legislation providing severe penalties for those engaged 

in illicit trade and trafficking of narcotic drugs". 

10.4 The Director-General has participated fully in all considerations of this problem and 

will continue to consult as required with the Secretary-General and with the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination with respect to the implementation of these resolutions. 

1

 See EB47/7, para. 3.4. 



11• Human rights 

11.1 Human rights and scientific and technological developments 

In accordance with the decision taken by the World Health Assembly at its Twenty-third 

session,
1

 the Director-General transmitted to the United Nations a preliminary memorandum on 

the health aspects of human rights and scientific and technological developments for distrir 

bution to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session. This document was distributed to 

the General Assembly by the Secretary-General
2

 and is annexed hereto. 

11.2 The General Assembly, taking into account documents prepared for the Commission on 

Human Rights,
3

 as well as the further report of the Secretary-General,
4

 adopted A/RES/2721(XXV) 

believing that "a proper balance should be established between scientific and technological 

progress and the intellectual, spiritual, cultural and moral advancement of humanity, as well 

as progress in the general conditions of life". The resolution noted the preliminary memo-

randum of WHO, requested the Secretary-General to continue to study the problem, and requested 

the Commission on Human Rights to "give priority to the examination of the preliminary report on 

human rights and scientific and technological developments, as supplemented by such further in-

formation as may be made available to it, including the preliminary memorandum submitted by the 

World Health Organization" and to transmit its suggestions and recommendations through ECOSOC 

to the General Assembly. 

11 . 3 The Commission on Human Rights will meet in Geneva in February/March 1971 and, in 

accordance with the General Assembly resolution is to give priority to this question. The 

Organization will be represented at that session. The Director-General is continuing to 

study the implications of this whole question. He is in consultation with UNESCO and CIOMS 

on the possibility of an interdisciplinary meeting on this question, and is considering an 

informal meeting of specialists in this field. In accordance with WHA23.41 he will keep the 

Board informed of any further developments. 

11.4 The General Assembly adopted several other resolutions of interest to the Organization 

in the area of human rights. A/RES/2647(XXV) on elimination of all forms of racial discri-

mination, is addressed primarily to Member States urging them "to do their utmost to eliminate" 

all racial discrimination in education, employment, housing and other fields of community life". 

The resolution emphasizes the importance of the work being done by the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies with regard to the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination. 

In this resolution the General Assembly expressed its conviction that the International Year 

for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination "will not achieve its objective unless 

effective measures are taken in all fields to combat attitudes and laws contrary to the 

principles of the Charter and the norms of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights". 

1

 WHA23.41. 
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 United Nations document A/8055/Add.1. 
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11.5 The General Assembly, in A/RES/2646(XXV) on elimination of all forms of racial discri-

mination： 

"1. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of all oppressed peoples everywhere, and 

in particular those of South Africa, Namibia, Southern Rhodesia and Territories under Portuguese 

colonial domination, to obtain racial equality by all possible means； 

2 . Calls for increased and continued moral, and in particular material, support to all 

peoples under colonial and alien domination, struggling for the realization of their right to 

self-determination and for the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination; • • • 

8 . Welcomes the observance of 1971 as the International Year for Action to Combat 

Racism and Racial Discrimination, and urges all Governments, the specialized agencies and all 

other organizations concerned to make renewed efforts to take effective and practical measures 

to this end; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General, the specialized agencies and other organizations 

concerned to continue to undertake programmes and projects designed to combat apartheid and 

all forms of racial discrimination and to publicize the evils of these policies; • • • 

14. Decides to consider this item at its twenty-sixth session and invites the Secretary-

General to submit a further progress report, based on information received from Governments, 

the specialized agencies and other international organizations, on the observance of the 

International Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and on the activities 

of United Nations organs to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination." 

11.6 The Director-General has informed the Secretary-General that the Organization will 

publicize the International Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, and 

that consideration was being given to the inclusion of appropriate material on the International 

Year in publications of the World Health Organization. In connexion with the International 

Year, the Organization informed the Secretary-General that, in accordance with the provisions 

of its Constitution, it is devoted to ensuring the fundamental right to health of all persons 

without discrimination on any grounds. 

12• Status of women 

12.1 The Council in E/RES/1513 (XLVIII) stated its position on the "repercussions of 

scientific and technological progress on the status of women workers" noting that such progress 

required the highest level of vocational training. The resolution requested the Secretary-

General and the specialized agencies concerned, in particular the ILO, "to continue to study 

the repercussions of scientific and technological progress on the conditions of work and 

employment of women and to submit periodic reports on that question to the Commission on the 

Status of Women". 

12.2 The Council approved another resolution originally adopted in the Commission on the 

Status of Women on "The unmarried mother and her child: their social protection and the 

question of their integration in society" (E/RES/I514(XLVIII). The preamble refers to 

discrimination against the unmarried mother and her child in many countries and considers 

that their integration into society is "a complex problem which calls for thorough study". 

The resolution invites Member States, specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations 

concerned to "study the problems posed by the integration of the unmarried mother and her 

child m all spheres of society" and requests the Secretary-General on the basis of information 

furnished by Member States and the specialized agencies concerned "to devote a part of the 

report on the implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against 

Women to the study of the problems posed by the integration of the unmarried mother and her 

child in all spheres of society". 



12.3 The Economic and Social Council adopted as its resolution 1510(XLVIII) and transmitted 

to the General Assembly for its consideration a resolution entitled "Employment of qualified 

women in senior and other professional positions by the secretariats of organizations in the 

United Nations system", The General Assembly adopted A/RES/2715(XXV), with the same title, 

which requests the Secretary-General to provide information on the employment of women in the 

secretariats of organizations of the United Nations system to the General Assembly at its 

twenty-sixth session. The resolution expressed the "hope that the United Nations, including 

its special bodies and all intergovernmental agencies of the United Nations family of organi-

zations, will set an example with regard to the opportunities they afford for the employment 

of women at senior and other professional levels" and urged the United Nations including all 

intergovernmental agencies of the United Nations system "to take or continue to take appropriate 

measures to ensure equal opportunities for the employment of qualified women in senior and 

other professional positions". 

12.4 The Economic and Social Council adopted as its resolution 1511(XLVIII) and transmitted 

to the General Assembly for its consideration a resolution entitled "Programme of concerted 

international action for the advancement of women", subsequently adopted as A/RES/2716(XXV). 

This resolution inter alia invites "all organs and agencies within the United Nations system 

to co-operate in achieving" the objectives and targets of the resolution. The resolution has 

annexed to it a statement of general objectives and of minimum targets with respect to women 

to be achieved during the Second United Nations Development Decade relating to the education, 

training and employment, health and maternity protection, and role in administration and public 

life of women. The health section reads as follows: 

"C• Health and maternity protection 

(1) The progressive extension of measures to ensure the protection of maternity, with 

a view to ensuring paid maternity leave with the guarantee of returning to former or equivalent 

employment• 

(2) The development and extension of adequate child care and other facilities to assist 

parents with family responsibilities. 

(3) The adoption of measures for the creation and development of a wide network of 

special medical establishments for the protection of the health of the mother and child. 

(4) Making available to all persons who so desire the necessary information and advice 

to enable them to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children 

and to prepare them for responsible parenthood, including information on the ways in which 

women can benefit from family planning, provided that such information and advice are based on 

valid and proven scientific expertise, with due regard to the risks that may be involved." 

13. Colonial countries and peoples and apartheid 

13.1 Introduction 

The various aspects of this subject were, in 1970, the subject of consideration by ECOSOC 

and prior thereto by the Council's Commission on Human Rights, the General Assembly and its 

Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Security Council and other 

bodies including ACC. 

13.2 During 1970 more than 30 resolutions were adopted by principal organs, i.e. ECOSOC, the 

Security Council and the General Assembly, in relation to one aspect or another of this problem. 

Approximately half of these resolutions made reference to and requested or invited the co-

operation of the specialized agencies in one form or another. The relevant provisions of the 

major resolutions are summarized herein. 



13.3 Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 

and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international institutions associated 

with the United Nations 

13.3.1 The Executive Board was informed at its forty-fifth session of the adoption by the 

General Assembly of A/RES/2555(XXIV). This matter was considered by the ECOSOC at its forty-

ninth session after a meeting between the President of the ECOSOC and the Chairman of the 

Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples had taken place. The President's 

report on their consultations
1

 provided the basis for discussion in the ECOSOC which resulted 

in the adoption of E/RES/I534(XLIX). The resolution endorsed the conclusions and suggestions 

in the report and recommended them for action by the specialized agencies and other institutions 

concerned. In the report the President of the Council had noted instances of greater flexi-

bility in the procedures followed by certain specialized agencies with respect to refugees and 

he remarked that "some of the organizations concerned such as WHO for instance had adopted 

arrangements comparable in effect" to those to which he had alluded. The Chairman of the 

Special Committee drew attention to the fact that some members of the Special Committee had 

underlined the need for the organizations of the United Nations system "to take the initiative, 

in consultation with the QA.U, in establishing concrete programmes of assistance" which would 

benefit national liberation movements "especially in the fields of education, training, health 

and nutrition". E/RES/I534(XLIX) also draws the attention of the Special Connnittee to the 

discussions that have taken place in ECOSOC, the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, and 

the Joint Meetings of the CPC and the A C C . 

2 
13.3.2 The Secretary-General subsequently submitted to the General Assembly a report in 

which he reviewed the steps which had been taken by the specialized agencies, including WHO, 

to comply with the resolutions of the General Assembly and in which he adverted to certain of 

the problems which had arisen. In his report the Secretary-General stated that "with respect 

to the question of assistance to national liberation movements through QAU, there was the 

consideration that action by the executive heads depended on policy decisions and specific 

authorizations by Member States acting through the governing bodies or deliberative organs 

concerned. In several cases, those bodies had not yet taken the necessary decisions". 

The Secretary-General said further that： "Although the illegal regime in Southern 

Rhodesia had been excluded from participation in the activities of the agencies, the complete 

severance of links with the Portuguese and South African governments could be effected, in 

some cases, only through a modification of existing agency constitutional arrangements by the 

deliberative organs concerned and subsequent action by member Governments, and in others, only 

if the United Nations itself first acted to suspend those Governments from the rights and 

privileges of membership". 

1 3 . 3 . 3 The twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly adopted A/RES/2704(XXV) on the 
Implementation of the Declaration by the Specialized Agencies, the full text of which follows. 

"The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item entitled "Implementation of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies 

and the international institutions associated with the United Nations", 
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Recalling the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 

Peoples, contained in resolution 1514(XV) of 14 December 1960, and the programme of action 

for the full implementation oí the Declaration, contained in resolution 2621(XXV) of 

12 October 1970, 

Recalling its resolutions 2311(XXII) of 14 December 1967, 2426(XXIII) of 18 December 

1968 and 2555(XXIV) of 12 December 1969, and other relevant General Assembly resolutions, 

Taking into account the relevant resolutions of the Security Council on southern 

Africa, in particular resolutions 277 (1970) of 18 March 1970 on the question of Southern 

Rhodesia and 283 (1970) of 29 July 1970 on the question of Namibia, 

Taking into account the relevant reports submitted by the Secretary-General,
1

 the 

Economic and Social Council
2

 and the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to 

the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 

and Peoples
3

 concerning the implementation of the Declaration by the specialized agencies 

and the international institutions associated with the United Nations, 

Noting that, while several of the specialized agencies and the other organizations 

within the United Nations system have rendered considerable assistance to refugees from 

the colonial Territories in Africa, many have not extended their full co-operation to 

the United Nations in the implementation of other aspects of the relevant resolutions, 

Conscious of the urgent need of the peoples and the national liberation movements of 

several colonial territories, particularly in the liberated areas of some of these 

territories, for assistance from the specialized agencies and the other organizations 

within the United Nations system, especially in the field of education, training, health 

and nutrition, 

Recognizing the need for further and more effective measures to be taken for the 

speedy implementation of the Declaration and other relevant General Assembly and Security 

Council resolutions by all the organizations of the United Nations system within their 

respective spheres of competence, 

Mindful of the need to keep under continuous review the activities of the organi-

zations within the United Nations system in the implementation of the various United 

Nations resolutions relating to decolonization, 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on the Situation 

with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 

Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to this item; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees and to those specialized agencies and the other organizations within the 

United Nations system which have co-operated in varying degrees with the United Nations 

in the implementation of the relevant General Assembly resolutions; 
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3
 #
 Urges the specialized agencies and the organizations concerned which have not 

yet done so to take the steps required for the full implementation of those provisions of 

the relevant resolutions relating to assistance to the national liberation movements and 

to the discontinuance of all collaboration with the Governments of Portugal and South 

Africa, as well as the illegal racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia; 

4 . Affirms that the recognition by the General Assembly, the Security Council and 

other United Nations bodies of the legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples to 

achieve freedom and independence entails, as a corollary, the extension, by the United 

Nations system of organizations, of all the necessary moral and material assistance to 

the national liberation movements in those territories, including especially the liberated 

areas of those territories； 

5 . Reiterates its urgent appeal to the specialized agencies and the other organi-

zations within the United Nations system to render all possible moral and material 

assistance to the peoples struggling for their liberation from colonial rule and, in 

particular, to work out, with the active co-operation of the Organization of African Unity 

and, through it, of the national liberation movements, concrete programmes for assisting 

the peoples of Southern Rhodesia, Namibia and the territories under Portuguese admini-

stration, including in particular the populations in the liberated areas of those 

territories； 

6. Recommends that, taking into consideration the suggestions contained in the 

report of the Secretary-General, the specialized agencies and the other organization^ 

within the United Nations system, including in particular the United Nations Development 

Programme and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, should take 

measures, within their respective spheres of competence, to increase the scope of their 

assistance to refugees from the colonial territories, including assistance to the govern-

ments concerned, in the preparation and execution of projects beneficial to these 

refugees, and to introduce the greatest possible measure of flexibility in the relevant 

procedures； 

7
e
 invites all the specialized agencies and the other international institutions 

concerned, in particular the International Civil Aviation Organization, the Universal 

Postal Union, the International Telecommunication Union and the Inter-Governmental Maritime 

Consultative Organization, to proceed to the urgent consideration of measures aimed at 

facilitating the effective implementation of the relevant provisions of the various 

Security Council resolutions on colonial territories in Southern Africa, especially 

paragraphs 9(b), 11 and 23 of resolution 277 (1970) and paragraph 14 of resolution 283 

(1970)； 

8 . Urges the specialized agencies and the other organizations within the United 

Nations system to discontinue all collaboration with the Governments of Portugal and 

South Africa as well as with the illegal racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia in 

accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and those of the Security 

Council relating to the colonial territories in Southern Africa; 

9
e
 urges again the specialized agencies and the other organizations within the 

United Nations system, in particular the International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development and the International Monetary Fund, to take all the necessary steps to 

withhold financial, economic, technical and other assistance from the Governments of 

Portugal and South Africa until they renounce their policies of racial discrimination 

and colonial domination; 

10. Invites the specialized agencies to examine, in consultation with the Organi-

zation of African Unity, the possibility of providing for participation, where necessary 

and appropriate, in conferences, seminars and other regional meetings convened by them, 

of the leaders of the liberation movements in the colonial territories in Africa, in an 

appropriate capacity; 



11. Notes with appreciation the action recently initiated by States твшЬвтз of the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for the implementation 

of the Declaration and other relevant United Nations resolutions, and requests all 

governments to intensify their actions in the specialized agencies and the other organi-

zations within the United Nations system of which they are members to ensure the full 

and effective implementation of those resolutions； 

12. Recommends that, in order to facilitate the efforts of Member St洩t : tc dimply 

fully with paragraph 11 above, the specialized agencies and the other orgariiz^z-io-rt^ 

within the United Nations system should continue to examine, on the basis of reports to 

be submitted by their respective secretariats, all the problems which they might encounter 

in their efforts to give effect to the present resolution and to the relevant General 

Assembly resolutions； 

13. Requests the Economic and Social Council to continue to consider, in consultation 

with the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, appropriate 

measures for the co-ordination of the policies and activities of the specialized agencies 

and other organizations within the United Nations system in implementing the relevant 

General Assembly resolutions； 

14. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To prepare for submission to the relevant bodies concerned with related aspects 

of the present item, with the assistance of the specialized agencies and the other organi-

zations within the United Nations system, a comprehensive report describing the activities 

hitherto undertaken by the specialized agencies and the organizations concerned in regard 

to the implementation of the various General Assembly resolutions relating to the present 

item; 

(b) To continue to assist the specialized agencies and other organizations within 

the United Nations system in working out appropriate measures for implementing the 

present resolution and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth 

session； 

15. Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the question and to 

report thereon to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session•” 

13.3.4 The General Assembly, in plenary session and as part of the commemoration of the 

Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the United Nations and the Tenth Anniversary of the adoption of 

the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted 

A/RES/2621(XXV) a copy of which is annexed. It further adopted A/RES/2708(XXV) annexed 

hereto. 

13.3.5 The General Assembly adopted certain other general resolutions including 

A/RES/2649(XXV) entitled "The importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples 

to self-determination and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and 

peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of human rights". The resolution, inter 

alia, requests the Commission on Human Rights at its twenty-seventh (February/March 1971) 

session to study "the implementation of the United Nations resolutions relating to rights of 

peoples under colonial and alien domination to self-determination" and to report through the 

Economic and Social Council to the General Assembly as soon as possible. 



13.4 Apartheid 

13.4.1 The twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly had before it for consideration a 

variety of reports including the report of the Special Committee on the Policies of Apartheid 

of the Government of the Republic of South A f r i c a
1

 (subsequently re-named Special Committee 

on Apartheid) and six resolutions were adopted by the General Assembly. A/RES/2671 A(XXV) 

requests the Special Committee on Apartheid to keep under review all aspects of this problem. 

A/RES/2671 С(XXV), inter alia, "Invites specialized agencies, regional organizations, anti-

apartheid movements and other non-governmental organizations to help the United Nations 

information campaign on apartheid". Under A/RES/2671 D(XXV) the Special Committee is 

requested and authorized, inter alia, to send a mission to consult with the specialized 

agencies, regional organizations and non-governmental organizations on means to promote 

further concerted international action against apartheid. 

13.5 Namibia 

13.5.1 The Executive Board and the World Health Assembly were informed of the decisions of 

the General Assembly in 1969 as well as of the resolution adopted by the Security Council 

early in 1970. The twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly adopted three resolutions 

dealing with Namibia. A/RES/2678(XXV), inter alia, recommends "the report
2

 of the United 

Nations Council for Namibia to all States and to the subsidiary organs of the General Assembly 

and other competent organs of the United Nations, as well as to the specialized agencies and 

other international organizations concerned, for appropriate action, acting in conformity 

with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council". In a 

further decision A/RES/2679(XXV) the General Assembly decided that a comprehensive United 

Nations fund for Namibia should be established and invited the specialized agencies, various 

United Nations bodies and the Organization for African Unity "to provide advice and assistance, 

as may be required by the Secretary-General" in his study and report on this matter to the 

twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly. 

13.6 Question of territories under Portuguese administration 

The General Assembly adopted A/RES/2707(XXV); in the relevant operative paragraphs this 

resolution 

"Invites all States and the specialized agencies and other organizations within the 

United Nations system, in co-operation with the Organization of African Unity, to render 

to the peoples of the Territories under Portuguese domination the financial and material 

assistance necessary to continue their struggle for the restoration of their inalienable 

rights; . . . 

Invites the Secretary-General, in the light of General Assembly resolution 

2557(XXIV) of 12 December 1969 and in consultation with the specialized agencies and 

the Government of the host countries, to develop and expand training programmes for the 

indigenous inhabitants of the Territories under Portuguese domination, taking into 

account their needs for qualified administrative, technical and professional personnel 

to assume responsibility for the public administration and the economic and social 

development of their own countries, and to report to the General Assembly at its twenty-

sixth session on the progress of these programmes •,, 

United Nations document A/8022 and A d d . 
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13.7 Southern Rhodesia 

The General Assembly adopted A/RES/2652(XXV) on the question of Southern Rhodesia. 

Operative paragraph 10 reads as follows： 

"Calls upon all States, specialized agencies and other international organizations 

concerned, in co-operation with the Organization of African Unity, to extend all moral 

and material assistance to the national liberation movements of Zimbabwe". 

13.8 United Nations Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa 

In A/RES/2706(XXV) the General Assembly appeals to states, organizations and individuals 

to contribute to the programme. The resolution recalls earlier resolutions of the General 

Assembly adopted in the three preceding years which were all reported to earlier sessions of 

the Executive Board. The Organization is in contact with the United Nations with respect to 

health manpower and fellowships in the health field. 

13.9 Question of Oman 

The General Assembly adopted A/RES/2702(XXV) on the question of Oman which is essentially 

the same as the resolution reported to the Executive Board at its forty-fifth session. The 

resolution, inter alia, recommends "that the specialized agencies and international institutions 

concerned should study, within the scope of their activities and in co-operation with the 

regional organization concerned and through it, the possibilities of extending assistance to 

meet the educational, technical and health requirements of the people of the Territory". 

13.10.1 The Board and Assembly have repeatedly taken into account resolutions of the ECOSOC 

and the General Assembly in regard to the above questions and the Health Assembly has taken a 

series of decisions which have been reported by the Director-General to the Economic and Social 

Council, the Special Committee and the General Assembly. In addition, the Director-General, 

through ACC, has reported on some of the difficulties in implementing the resolutions in the 

light of the special requirements of a health organization particularly those calling on the 

agencies to cease all collaboration with Portugal and South Africa. In this context mention 

should be made of the importance of taking such actions as are necessary to promote public 

health; to prevent the movement of disease across borders； to have epidemiological 

intelligence for the protection of continent-wide communicable disease problems, and questions 

of a similar character. The Director-General has therefore made it clear that the Health 

Assembly has taken a series of steps in regard to resolutions on decolonization in the light 

of the special questions which relate to the problems of disease and health. 

13.10.2 The Board will also be aware that the Director-General has taken ©very step to 

collaborate with the Office of the High Commissioner and to provide the necessary health 

advice and services to refugees in Africa. There is now no outstanding request from the 

High Commissioner which has not been fully m e t . 

13.10.3 The Organization has concluded an agreement with the Organization of African Unity 

which could provide the basis for action in relation to the resolutions reported above. To 

date the OAU has not approached the Organization in regard to any requests from national 

liberation movements in the sense mentioned in the resolutions. The Director-General is 

prepared to approach the OAU in regard to whatever assistance might be required from the 

Organization should the Board advise on such a course of action and the Health Assembly concur. 

13.10.4 A/RES/2704(XXV) adopted by the General Assembly includes the following provision: 

"Invites the specialized agencies to examine, in consultation with the Organization 

of African Unity, the possibility of providing for participation, where necessary and 

appropriate, in conferences, seminars and other regional meetings convened by them, of 

the leaders of the liberation movements in the colonial Territories in Africa, in an 

appropriate capacity". 



The Director-General feels that, should the Health Assembly, on the Board's advice, consider 

complying with this request, the necessary action could be taken in collaboration with the OA.U. 

13.10.5 Finally, the Director-General wishes to re-affirm his desire to take all possible 

steps to meet the wishes of the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly in regard 

to decolonization and apartheid. He is aware that the Board and the Health Assembly have 

continuously considered all such resolutions and taken action in the light of the specific 

circumstances of both the Constitution and the role of the Organization. The Board may wish 

to advise the Assembly if it considers any further action necessary. 

14. International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space 

14.1 The General Assembly, in A/RES/2733 A(XXV), on direct broadcast satellites, recognized 

"that the use of satellite-borne television for educational and training purposes, particularly 

in developing countries, can in many instances contribute towards national programmes of inte-

gration and community development and economic, social and cultural development in such areas 

as formal and adult education, agriculture, health and family planning". The resolution draws 

the attention, inter alia, of the specialized agencies
 n

t o the potential benefits to be derived 

from direct broadcast satellite services, especially in developing countries", and recommends 

that international agencies "should promote international co-operation in this field in order 

to assist interested countries to develop the skills and techniques that may be necessary for 

its application". UNESCO has been invited to contribute to promote the use of satellite 

broadcasting "for the advancement of education and training, science and culture" in consulta-

tion with other organizations. 

14.2 In A further resolution, A/RES/2733 С(XXV) the General Assembly requested the Committee 

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to continue its study of questions relative to the various 

implications of space communications, and to consider comments of the specialized agencies. 

The resolution inter alia, conunends to the attention of the specialized agencies "the new 

programmes and proposals to promote international benefits from space applications • • • such 

as the organization of technical panels, the utilization of internationally sponsored education 

and training opportunities in the practical applications of space technology and the conduct of 

experiments in the transfer of space-generated technology to non-space applications". It 

endorses the suggestion that the Secretary-General "should bring to the attention of Member 

States all relevant documents relating to applications of space technology submitted • • • 

by Member States, the United Nations, the specialized agencies and other bodies." The 

resolution further requests the specialized agencies and the IAEA to provide progress reports 

on their work in the field of the peaceful uses of outer space, "and to examine and report to 

the Committee on the particular problems which arise or which may arise from the use of outer 

space in the fields within their competence and which should in their opinion be brought to 

the attention" of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. The Committee is 

requested to report to the next General Assembly thereon• 

14.3 The Organization has continued to co-operate with the United Nations Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and to provide information for progress reports in this field. 

The Organization continues to be represented and to participate in the ACC Inter-Agency Working 

Group on Outer Space. 

14.4 The Director-General intends to examine with his colleagues in the ACC the implications 

of"the resolutions referred to and will report further developments to a subsequent meeting of 

the Executive Board. 



15. Fourth International Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 

15.1 The General Assembly in A/RES/2651(XXV) has endorsed proposals contained in the report 

of the Secretary-General
1

 with respect to the Conference, which is to take place from 

6-16 September 1971 in Geneva, and approved the provisional agenda prepared by the United 

Nations Scientific Advisory Committee. In accordance with A/RES/2309 (XXII) the appropriate 

specialized agencies and IAEA have been invited to participate in the Conference in whose 

preparation IAEA is playing a primary role. 

15.2 The resolution of the General Assembly concurs in the selection of six agenda themes 

one of which concerns "Health, safety and legal aspects of nuclear energy". Under that item 

the Conference will consider: (a) health physics and radiation protection; (b) review of 

developments in radio-active waste management; (c) environmental effects and public acceptance; 

and (d) legislative, insurance and regulatory aspects. Under another section of the agenda 

on "Applications of isotopes and radiation" there will be consideration of such applications 

in the life sciences including： (a) medical applications : techniques and use in diagnosis, 

therapy and research, including dosimetric aspects; and (b) radiation biology: studies of 

cell function, radiation microbiology and biosphere resources. 

15.3 The Director-General has informed the Secretary-General and the Director-General of 

IAEA that the Organization will participate in the Conference and that a document on the 

environmental aspects of atomic energy and their public health implications, and another on 

the use of radioisotopes and radiation in medical and related fields and their public health 

implications would be prepared by the Organization. 

16. Conference of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States 

16.1 The General Assembly at its twenty-fourth session had reiterated a request made a year 

earlier and previously reported to the Executive Board concerning the preparation of a report 

on the establishment within the framework of IAEA of "an international service for nuclear 

explosions for peaceful purposes, under appropriate international control".^ Pursuant to 

this resolution IAEA convened a Panel on Peaceful Nuclear Explosions which met in March 1970 

and in which the Organization participated. In A/RES/2665(XXV) the General Assembly expressed 

its appreciation for the studies recently prepared, commended IAEA for its efforts to compile 

and evaluate information on the present status of the technology and requested IAEA to continue 

and intensify its programme. The General Assembly did not specifically ask for a further 

report but has asked the Secretary-General to include the item on the agenda of the twenty-

sixth session of the General Assembly. 

16.2 The Director-General intends to maintain contact with the United Nations and IAEA to 

ensure that adequate attention is given to the health implications of this whole question. 

16.3 In a further resolution, A/RES/2664(XXV), the General Assembly noted thé launching in 

1970 of the International Nuclear Information Service. The resolution, inter alia， invites 

the specialized agencies, IAEA and other bodies "to pursue as appropriate their action 

concerning the recommendations contained in the resolutions of the Conference of Non-Nuclear 

Weapon States" which were reported to the Executive Board previously, and invites the Director-

General of IAEA in consultation with the specialized agencies and other bodies concerned to 

submit in his annual report to the General Assembly information on further developments. 
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！7. Question of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons 

1 7
 i

 T h e
 report of the Director-General on the "Health effects of possible use of chemical 

II； biological weapons" was considered during the year as part of the documentatxon for the 

Conference of th； Co^nittee on Disarm^nent (CCD) and the General АззешЫу. In the course of 

th f t w e n t v - f i f t h session of the General Assembly the First (Political) Committee held a 

S L a deb on the L v e n agenda ite
m
s reXating to d i s a ^ ^ e n t following wbich it adopted, 

S t e r alia, A/RES/2662(XXV) on the question of chemica! and bacterxologxcal (bxo ogxcal) 

： 二 ^ 二 С 。 二 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Protocol of 1925 the resolution also commends the following b a
S 1
c approach. 

" ( a ) It is urgent and important to reach agreement on the problem of chemical and 

bacteriological (biological) methods of warfare; 

( b ) B o t h
 chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons should continue 

with togeÎbÏÏ in taking steps towards tbe prohibition of their d e v e l o p ^ product.on 

and stockpiling and their effective elimination from the arsenals of all States, 

( c ) T h e
 issue of verification is important in the field of chemical and bacteriological 

b ological) w L p o n s , and verification should be based on a combination of appropriate 

national and i n t e r n a k o n a l measures, which would complement and supplement each other 

" e r e b ^ p r o v i d i n g a n a c c e p t a b l e s y s t e m t h a t w o u l d e n s u r e t h e e f f e c t u e - p l e m e n t a t . o n o f 

the prohibition." 

The Conference of the Committee on Disar
m a J

nent is requested to continue its consideration of 

t M s I t t e r and to report to the General Assembly at its twenty-s.xth session. 

1 8
 m o n o m i o and s o c h l consequences of d i s a r ^ m e n t and economic and social consequences of 

‘ t h e armaments rao-e and its extre.elv harmful effects on world peace and securxty 

1 8
 ! General Assembly resolution A/RES/2685(XXV) on the economic and social consequences of 

^ ¿ L a m e n t recalls t/at tbe decade ； f /be !970s bas been designated tbe ̂ а^ашеп De e 

requests the Secretary-General "in consultation with such advisers as he may deem
 l t

 necessary 

to des g n S e " , to " f o L u l a t e suggestions for the guidance of Member States, 

A n c l e s and ； h e Internationa! Atomic Energy Agency, as well as other organizatxons xn the 

U n l t e r L t i o n s f a m i l y , witb a view to establishing the Xin k between tbe ^ ： ^ 二 ⑵ 拍 

and the Second United Nations Development Decade so that an a p p r o p n a t e portxon of the 

^ s o u r c e s that are released as a consequence of progress towards general and complete 
HslZZent would be used to increase assistance for the economic and socxal development of 
disarmament wouia

 r e s o l u t i o n
 inter alia requests the specialized agencies to submit 

t r ^ r s ^ c r e t a r y - G e L ^ X S e i r c o u n t s and reconnnendations- on the .natters referred to in the 

Î L o Ï u t i " S e Secretary-General is asked to report, through the Economic and Socxal 

Council, to the General Assembly by 1973. 

1 8 2 I n
 A/RES/2667CXXV) the Secretary-General is requested to prepare a report on the economic 

18.2 in j military expenditures, and non-governmental 

Assembly. 

1
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18.3 The Executive Board will recall that General Assembly resolutions relating to disarma-

ment were considered at its twenty-fifth session as well as by the Thirteenth and Seventeenth 

World Health Assemblies.
1 

19. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

19.1 The High Commissioner reported to the General Assembly on the increasing activities of 

his Office welcoming the fact that 60 States had acceded to the Convention relating to the 

Status of Refugees of 1951 and that 42 had acceded to the Protocol relating to the Status of 

Refugees of 1967. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, concerned by the 

increasing number of refugees in cities in Africa, had established certain centres to help 

refugees to return to rural areas. An agreement had been concluded with the United Nations 

Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa (see paragraph 13 hereof), to avoid 

duplication and achieve maximum use of limited resources. 

19.2 The General Assembly adopted A/RES/2650(XXV) which noted "the constant efforts" being 

made "by the High Commissioner, in co-operation with United Nations bodies and voluntary 

agencies, to promote the voluntary repatriation, the integration in countries of asylum or 

the resettlement in other countries of refugees who are his concern - whether groups of 

refugees or individual refugees - whose problems are causing increasing concern, especially 

in Africa". The preamble also commended "the encouraging progress obtained in the field of 

inter-agency co-operation, which, particularly as far as the rural settlement of refugees in 

developing countries is concerned, is essential in order to achieve durable solutions that 

are closely linked with the economic and social development of these countries'’ • The operative 

provisions request the High Commissioner "to continue his efforts to achieve, in co-operation 

with the governments concerned, the specialized agencies and other members of the United Nations 

system, speedy and satisfactory solutions to the problems of refugees". 

19.3 Inter-agency co-operation with the Office of the High Commissioner continued to increase 

during 1970 and the Organization has continued to provide prompt and flexible assistance with 

respect to the first settlement of refugees, to surveillance or advice on public health 

arrangements in refugee settlements and with respect to fellowships particularly in Africa. 

19.4 The Director-General has assured the High Commissioner of his intention to continue to 

take such steps as will further augment the effective and mutually beneficial co-operation 

which has been developed between the Office of the High Commissioner and the Organization. 

20. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

20.1 The Board and the Assembly have been apprised in the past of the growing budgetary 

difficulties faced by UNRWA. According to recent information provided by the Commissioner-

General of UNRWA, total expenditures for 1970 have resulted in a deficit of about 4.4 million 

dollars and for 1971, notwithstanding some increases in governments' contributions, there is 

an estimated shortfall of about 5
#
5 million dollars. 

20.2 The Pledging Conference for UNRWA took place on 30 November and the next day the 

Commissioner-General of UNRWA made a statement to the Special Political Committee of the 

General Assembly in which he said, inter alia， "The health and sanitation services are already 

provided on an austere basis and I do not feel that any lowering in the standard of service is 

possible. The Director-General of the World Health Organization, who is UNRWA,s collaborator 

in these matters, would, I am sure, regard any further lowering of the standard as jeopardizing 

the health of the refugees and of the general public with whom they live. 

The present services must, I believe, be continued by someone. I will explore with the 

Governments concerned the possibility of their assuming responsibility, through their local 

government authorities, for the sanitation services now carried out by UNRWA at an annual 

cost approaching $ 1.4 million. I will ask also whether any of the Governments could provide 
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additional medical services now provided from the UNRWA budget. Apart from these inquiries -

the result of which will depend on the reaction of the Governments - I see no hope of savings 

in the health and sanitation programme on any significant scale." A further appeal for 

support for UNRWA was made by the Secretary-General of the United Nations on 2 December. He 

told the Special Political Committee that "if UNRWA is not to collapse in the course of 1971, 

the only possible alternatives are either to reduce its already minimal services to the 

refugees or to find a way adequately to increase its income". He continued "To take the 

first of these alternatives would, I believe, constitute a shameful failure by the United 

Nations to live up to its moral obligations". At the request of the Special Political 

Committee the text of the Secretary-General* s statement was transmitted to the governments of 

the Member States of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies, and to non-governmental 

organizations concerned. 

20.3 The General Assembly noting with great concern the acute financial situation of UNRWA 

decided under resolution 2656 (XXV) to establish a Working Group to consider all aspects of 

the financing of the Agency. In accordance with paragraph 3 of this resolution, the Working 

Group held a first session on 9 December and presented an interim report to the General 

Assembly on 14 December on possible measures to be taken to prevent the reduction of the 

Agency* s services in 1971. 

T h
e first report of the Working G r o u p

1

 was submitted to the Assembly on 14 December 1970 

and was approved unanimously in A/REs/2728(XXV). The report, inter alia, recommends that： 

’’（i) The General Assembly should urge all organizations of the United Nations system 

to study ways by which they might assist UNRWA or undertake activities helpful to the 

refugees which would lessen the financial burden of UNRWA, to the maximum extent possible. 

(J) The General Assembly should request the Working Group to continue consultations with 

executive heads of other international agencies and United Nations programmes during its 

next programme of work." 

The Working Group is to present to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session a 

comprehensive report on the same subject prepared in consultation with the Secretary-General, 

the Commissioner-General of UNRWA and the specialized agencies. 

20.4 W H O continues, as in past years, to give assistance to UNRWA in the health field and 

its contribution under the regular budget has increased from about $ 55 000 in 1965 to an 

estimated $ 99 000 in 1970. Provision has been made for $ 120 601 in the 1971 budget and 

the Director-General has included $ 125 360 in his budget proposals for 1972. In addition 

to the contribution indicated above for 1970, some $ 20 000 worth of vaccines has been made 

available to UNRWA from savings and an appeal has been sent to some of the major donors for 

the supply of additional quantities of vaccines. 

20.5 Pursuant to resolution WHA22.43 adopted by the Twenty-second World Health Assembly, 

the Director-General has sent an appeal to all Members and Associate Members of the Organiza-

tion calling their attention to UNRWA's precarious financial situation and to the consequences 

a curtailment of the Agency's activities would have on the health situation of the refugees 

and displaced persons and on its mandate. The Organization will continue to provide to 

UNRWA all assistance in its power. 

21. United Nations Institute for Training and Research 

2 
21.1 The General Assembly once again reviewed the report of the Executive Director of the 

United Nations Institute for Training and Research which indicated the main areas of UNITAR's 

activity with respect to education and research, and noted with satisfaction the increasing 

effectiveness of the Institute (A/RES/2640(XXV)) . Certain of the projects described in the 

report are of interest to the Organization, 

1
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21.2 The Organization has continued its collaboration with UNITAH, in particular in the 

training programmes. Consultations were undertaken during the year in relation to proposals 

for research as well as for the establishment of a United Nations Staff College. The Organiza-

tion again participated in the informal colloquium for senior officials of organizations of the 

United Nations system. 

22. Volunteers 

22.1 The Executive Board has been kept informed of the consideration by the Economic and 

Social Council in connexion with the use of volunteers in technical co-operation activities 

undertaken by the United Nations system. In accordance with the request of the Council at 

its forty-seventh session the Secretary-General in co-operation with the Administrator of the 

UNDP and in consultation with the executive heads of the organizations of the United Nations 

system prepared a report which was first considered by the tenth session of the Governing 

Council in June 1970 and subsequently by ECOSOC in July 1970.
1

 The Council after considerable 

debate on this question adopted resolution 1539 (XLIX) containing a draft resolution for action 

by the General Assembly which would decide to establish., as from 1 January 1971, an internation-

al group of volunteers to be known as United Nations Volunteers. 

22.2 The General Assembly, after considering the report of the Economic and Social Council, 

adopted, in December 1970, A/RES/2659(XXV) which expressed its conviction that "the active 

participation of the younger generation in all aspects of social and economic life constitutes 

an important factor in ensuring the increased effectiveness of collective efforts necessary for 

a better society". It was convinced, also, that "voluntary service in development assistance 

activities" could contribute to their success if the service was well planned and directed, 

utilized volunteers recruited and serving on as wide a geographical basis as possible, including 

in particular the developing countries, and if the volunteers had "the technical and personal 

qualifications required for the development of recipient countries" and were explicitly 

requested and approved by-the recipient governments concerned. In this framework the General 

Assembly decided to establish with effect from 1 January 1971 "within the existing framework" 

of the United Nations system "an international group of volunteers, the members of which shall 

be designated collectively and individually as United Nations Volunteers". The Secretary-

General was asked to designate the Administrator of UNDP as Administrator of the United Nations 

Volunteers, to appoint in consultation with the Administrator a co-ordinator of the programme 

"to promote and co-ordinate the recruitment, selection, training and administrative manage-

ment of the activities of the United Nations Volunteers within the United Nations system in 

collaboration with the United Nations agencies concerned" and in co-operation with voluntary 

services and other groups. A special voluntary fund is to be created for the support of the 

activities of the United Nations Volunteers, and a report is to be made, through ECOSOC, to 

the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly.
2 

22.3 The Director-General was consulted by the Secretary-General in the preparation of his 

report to the Economic and Social Council. The Director-General re-affirmed the position of 

the Organization as contained in EB29.R49 with regard to the use of volunteers.
3 

During the course of 1970 several informal inter-agency consultations were arranged to 

consider the steps which would be required should the General Assembly accept the recommenda-

tion of the Economic and Social Council. The Administrator decided to appoint a consultant 

knowledgeable in volunteer activities to assist him in developing administrative and substant-

ive guidelines for the programme. He further arranged consultations with certain agencies 

as well as with the International Secretariat for Volunteer Service (ISVS) and the Co-ordina-

ting Committee for International Voluntary Service (CCIVS) with a view to placing before the 

Governing Council of UNDP at its January 1971 session his proposals concerning initial steps 

to implement the scheme. 

1

 United Nations document E/4790. 
2 ' 

Full text of the resolution appears as Annex V I . 
3

 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed., p . 438. 



The Governing Council will have under consideration the recommendation by the Administ-

rator to take the following initial steps: 

"(a) To receive requests from recipient Governments for the assignment of United 

Nations volunteers within UNDP supported projects, with the approval of the recipient 

Governments and in consultation with United Nations agencies. The local cost for the 

volunteer component should be borne, as a general rule, by the recipient countries, or 

whenever circumstances do not make this possible should be borne by the project budgets 

concerned, 

(b) To conclude agreements with recipient countries concerning conditions under which 

United Nations volunteers would be accepted by them, and the conditions under which 

volunteers would serve in these countries. 

(c) To conclude agreements with sponsoring volunteer organizations of conditions 

under which they would assume the expenses and pre- and post-project costs of United 

Nations Volunteers, including travel to and from the country of assignment and re-

settlement allowances. 

(d) To make provisions for applicants from developing countries to cover expenses 

otherwise borne for applicants from developed countries by sponsoring organizations. 

These expenses are expected to be defrayed by the special voluntary fund. 

(e) To make provisions for such expenses for United Nations Volunteers which may not 

be met from within project budgets, by the recipient country or sponsoring voluntary 

organizations, i.e. in-country orientation, medical expenses, disability compensations, 

contingencies and emergencies. Such expenses would initially be charged against the 

special voluntary fund. 

(f) As it is of fundamental importance for the participation of youth in the Second 

Development Decade to promote domestic volunteer services for development in the 

developing countries, the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 

seeks authorization from the Governing Council to prepare a study on the possibilities 

of co-operation between the Programme of United Nations Volunteers and domestic volunteer 

services; and to report on this subject at an early session of the Governing Council.
M 

He will further propose the establishment of a Central Co-ordinating office of "United Nations 

Volunteers'
1

 at UNDP headquarters as well as the setting up of a clearing house operation in 

Geneva under subcontracts with ISVS and CCIVS. 

22.4 The Director-General has kept the Secretary-General and the Administrator informed of 

the special situation in regard to the use of volunteers in programmes assisted by WHO. He 

placed special emphasis on the need for the assisted countries to be clearly desirous of 

incorporating a United Nations volunteer component in projects; the need for WHO, should it 

be involved in this scheme, to be responsible for selection, training and supervision; the 

need for proper qualification of personnel pending adequate training of personnel in the 

assisted countries and the necessity that they have the legal status and the obligations of 

international civil servants. 

The Director-General would welcome any comments from the Executive Board on this 

decision of the General Assembly since it is expected that the Organization will be requested 

to co-operate in the scheme. 



23. Matters relating to the sea 

23.1 The Executive Board, at its recent sessions, has been informed of the decisions of the 

General Assembly with respect to the work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-

Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, activities with respect 

to marine pollution and other hazardous and harmful effects which might arise from the explo-

ration of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of 

national jurisdiction, and related matters. 

23.2 After lengthy debate the General Assembly adopted two resolutions. The first of these, 

A/RES/2749 (XXV) constitutes a declaration of principles governing the sea-bed and the ocean 

floor. It declares, inter alia, that the resources of the sea are
 M

t h e common heritage of 

mankind，’ and calls for an international regime to be created to govern exploration and exploita-

tion thereof, for the benefit of mankind as a whole. States are called upon to take 

appropriate measures and co-operate in the adoption and implementation of international rules, 

standards and procedures for, inter alia， the prevention of pollution and contamination of the 

marine environment, including the coastline, and of interference with the ecological balance 

of the marine environment. States are urged to promote international co-operation in 

scientific research exclusively for peaceful purposes by, inter alia, participation in inter-

national programmes. 

23.3 The General Assembly decided further, in A/RES/2750 С (XXV), to convene in 1973 a 

conference on the law of the sea for the establishment of ’,an equitable international regime -

including an international machinery'
1

 to deal with marine questions, including "fishing and 

conservation of the living resources of the high seas (including the question of preferential 

rights of coastal States), the preservation of the marine environment (including, inter alia, 

the prevention of pollution) and scientific research". It reaffirmed the mandate of the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor, enlarging its membership 

from 42 to 86, and instructed it to meet in Geneva in March-April and in August 1971 to 

prepare for the Conference draft treaty articles embodying the international regime• Under 

the resolution various named specialized agencies and intergovernmental bodies, including WHO, 

are invited "to co-operate fully with the Committee in the implementation of the present 

resolution, in particular by preparing such scientific and technical documentation as the 

Committee may request". 

23.4 The Organization has continued its active participation in the inter-agency Joint 

Group of Experts on Marine Pollution (GESAMP) whose establishment was reported to the 

Board at its forty-fifth session. Inter-secretariat co-ordination is assured through the 

ACC
f

 s Sub-Committee on Marine Science and its Applications. 

The Organization contributed to two reports submitted to the ECOSOC
1

 by the Secretary-

General indicating that its basic concerns related to marine pollution and the protection of 

marine food resources. 

24. Effects of atomic radiation 

24.1 The General Assembly in A/RES/2623 (XXV) noted with appreciation the report adopted by 

the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation
2

 and expressed its 

appreciation of the assistance rendered to the Scientific Committee by the specialized agencies, 

the IAEA and non-governmental organizations concerned. It commended the Scientific Committee 

on its discussion of the contribution it might make to the United Nations Conference on the 

Human Environment (see paragraph 8 hereof) and recommended that the Secretary-General fully 

utilize the relevant experience of the Committee in the preparation of the Conference. It 

also requested the Committee to continue its work "to increase knowledge of levels and effects 

of atomic radiation from all sources". 

United Nations document E/4836 "International Co-operation in Questions Relating to the 

Oceans,’ and E/4842 "Exploitation and Conservation of Living Marine Resources". 



24.2 The report of UNSCEAR to the General Assembly indicates that it will give detailed 

attention to the study of risks that might arise from the application of radioactive iso-

topes in medicine and other fields, and notes with appreciation the assistance provided to 

the Committee by the World Health Organization in securing from certain countries information 

on radioactive contamination of human tissues. The Director-General is continuing to co-

operate with UNSCEAR in providing it with further information on strontium 90 contamination 

of human bones as well as the collection of data on radiation exposure of populations, due 

to medical uses of radiation and radioisotopes. 

25. Celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Uni ted Nations 

25.1 A t the ceremony marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations the 

General Assembly adopted a declaration (A/RES/2627 (XXV)) which is annexed. 

25.2 The Organization undertook a variety of activities designed to mark the twenty-fifth 

anniversary of the United Nations; these included commemorative exercises at the Twenty-

third World Health Assembly as well as participation in those held in the regions and in 

Member States, the dedication of a special issue of the magazine "World Health" to the 

Anniversary and the publication of an article in the WHO Chronicle. 

26. Transport of dangerous goods 

26.1 The Economic and Social Council in E/RES/I488 (XLVIII) noted with satisfaction the 

work of the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, of the Group of 

Experts on Explosives and of the Group of Rapporteurs on the Packing of Dangerous Goods and 

noted the desirability of "further promoting the safe transport of dangerous liquids and 

gases carried in bulk in certain tanks". The resolution, inter alia， invites governments, 

the specialized agencies, IAEA and other interested international organizations to provide 

comments on proposed recommendations. The Organization has been participating in the 

work of the United Nations and its Economic Commission for Europe as well as of the Inter-

governmental Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO) in this field. 

26.2 In May 1970 and, without a resolution, the Economic and Social Council, during its 

resumed forty-eighth session, decided that a conference on international container traffic 

should be convened jointly by the United Nations and IMCO (in Geneva, preferably in 1972). 

The Organization is participating in work with relation to the health aspects of 

containerizatio'n. 

27. Question of the elderly and the aged 

2 7Л As the Board was informed the General Assembly in 1969 had on its agenda an item 

dealing with the elderly and the aged but deferred action to the 1970 session. 

27.2 Similarly in 1970 the General Assembly did not have sufficient time to give sub-

stantive consideration to the item and recommended that it be deferred to the twenty-sixth 

session in 1971. 



28. Least developed among the developing countries 

28.1 The General Assembly, in A/RES/2724 (XXV) continued to deal with the problem of 

identification of the least developed among the developing countries. In a preambular 

paragraph the resolution noted with appreciation that the Committee for Development 

Planning "is engaged in examining questions relating to the least developed among the 

developing countries, including criteria for identifying such countries, on the basis of a 

report prepared by one of its working groups". The resolution affirms "the urgency of 

identifying the least developed among the developing countries in order to enable the 

countries so identified to benefit as early as possible from the special measures in their 

favour adopted in the various forums, particularly those incorporated iç the International 

Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade"• 

28.2 The Organization participated in the meetings of the Council's Committee on 

Development Planning, as well as its Working Group
e 

29. Computer technology for development 

29.1 The Economic and Social Council intended at its forty-ninth session to make a detailed 

examination of a report of the Secretary-General prepared pursuant to A/RES/2458 (XXIII) of 

20 December 1968 entitled
 n

International co-operation with a view to the use of computers and 

computation techniques for development". That resolution had, inter alia, noted the efforts 

undertaken by organs of the United Nations and certain specialized agencies, including WHO, 

with regard to the use of computers for development purposes. 

29.2 The Economic and Social Council considered the report of the Secretary-General and in 

E/RES/1538 (XLIX) requested him to ensure wide circulation of the report and decided to discuss 

the question of the use of computer techniques for development at its fiftieth (spring 1971) 

session. 

29.3 The resolution recommended that the regional economic commissions, UNDP, the specialized 

agencies, the IAEA and the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and Technology to 

Development, and also other interested international organizations "continue to assist the 

Secretary-General in the study of the question, and particularly in the formulation of any 

suggestions he may wish to make when his report is discussed, with a view to ensuring wide 

co-operation in this field". The Director-General has been in consultation with the United 

Nations and with other organizations of the United Nations system through the ACC Sub-

committee on Science and Technology on this question and it is anticipated that further 

consultations will be undertaken pursuant to the ECOSOC resolution. 

30• Natural resources 

30.1 The Economic and Social Council at its forty—ninth session adopted E/RES/1535 (XLIX) 

on the development of natural resources. It was decided to establish a Committee on 

Natural Resources composed of 27, later increased to 38, States Members of the United Nations. 

The terms of reference of the proposed Committee are set forth in the resolution. 

Operative paragraph 4(a) decides that the Committee, with due respect to the concept of 

sovereignty of all nations, shall assist the Economic and Social Council "to provide 

guidance in the programming and implementation of activities in the United Nations system for 

the development of natural resources, particularly with regard to the development of water, 

1
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energy and mineral resources, keeping in mind requirements for planning in the Second 

United Nations Development Decade and for the protection of the human environment, and new 

technological developments in the field of natural resources". The Committee is also under 

operative paragraph 4(i) to assist the Economic and Social Council and the Committee for 

Programme and Co-ordination "to maintain the necessary liaison between the activities in the 

field of natural resources of the regional economic commissions, the specialized agencies, 

the International Atomic Energy Agency and other bodies doing relevant work, with a view to 

ensuring the utmost efficiency and co-operation". The Committee is to meet and report 

to the Council at least every other year. One of its tasks is to analyse existing 

resolutions in the field of natural resources "with a view to recommending the consolidation 

and streamlining of the legislative basis'
1

. 

30.2 The Director-General will report to the Board after the Committee has begun its 

31• Population 

work. 

31.1 As the Health Assembly was informed, ECOSOC at its forty-eighth session adopted 

E/RES/1485 (XLVIII) recommending to the General Assembly that it designate 1974 as 

World Population Year, authorizing the Secretary-General to undertake a programme of 

measures and activities during that year and inviting interested organizations of the 

United Nations system to render all assistance to this programme. 

During the course of consideration of the recommendation of ECOSOC on this matter by the 

General Assembly there was extensive discussion followed by adoption of a resolution, 

A/RES/2683 (XXV), (71 in favour, 8 against with 31 abstentions). The preamble of the 

resolution says in part： 

"Recognizing that, in spite of the progress made so far in this regard by Member States 

and international organizations and particularly the important role being played by the 

United Nations Fund for Population Activities in the population field, varied aspects of 

the population problem require further attention from Member States and international 

organizations, 

Recognizing further that a way of focusing international attention on different 

aspects of the population problem would be for Member States and international 

organizations to devote the year 1974 especially to appropriate efforts and under-

takings in the field of population in the context of their respective needs and areas 

of competence^ 

Confident that the designation of the year 1974 for encouraging appropriate and 

relevant co-operative activity in the field of population would make a significant 

contribution to the realization of the objectives in this field". 

The operative portion designates the year 1974 as World Population Year and 

"2. Acknowledges also that the formulation and implementation of population 

policies and programmes are matters falling under the internal competence of each 

country and, consequently, that international action in the population sphere should 

be responsive to the varied needs and requests of individual Member States; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in consultation with interested 

Member States, a detailed programme of proposed measures and activities to be under-

taken by the organizations of the United Nations system during the year 1974, taking 

into account the different character of population problems in each country and region, 

the population policies of Member States, as well as the proposals contained in the 

Secretary-General's report on the question of holding a third world population 

conference,
1

 and to submit it to the Economic and Social Council in 1972 through the 

Population Commission at its sixteenth session; 
1
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4 . Invites interested organizations óf the United Nations system to render the nec-

essary assistance to the Secretary-General in preparing the programme of measures 

and activities for the World Population Year; • • • 

6. Stresses that assistance from organizations of the United Nations system and inter-

ested Member States should continue to be available upon request for evolving and 

implementing a dynamic population policy to cope with all problems emanating from 

different population levels, characteristics and trends, including assistance in 

developing a comprehensive demographic research and studies programme, training pro-

grammes and providing advisory services in this field; 

7
#
 Requests the Secretary-General to prepare and submit to the General Assembly in 

1975, through the Economic and Social Council, a final report on the World Population 

Year/’.‘ 

31.2 The Director-General is continuing, through ACC, to co-operate, where appropriate, 

with other organizations of the United Nations system in the field of population. He is 

also continuing to co-operate with the Administrator of the UNDP in implementing projects 

undertaken with the assistance of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities. As 

the Board is aware, the third World Population Conference is to be convened under the auspices 

of the United Nations in 1974 as decided by the Economic and Social Council in resolution 

1484 (XLVIII)• The resolution authorizes the Secretary-General, in association with the 

executive heads of the interested specialized agencies to establish a small preparatory 

committee to assist in formulating an agenda and in making arrangements for the Conference. 

Consultations are continuing with the Secretary-General in relation to this conference. 

The ACC has under continuing review the question of co-ordination in the field of 

population and the resolution on the "World Population Year adopted by the General Assembly 

is to be considered within that framework. 

32. Housing, building and planning 

32.1 In 1965 the General Assembly by A/RES/2036 (XX) set forth guidelines for Member States 

in the field of housing, building and planning and for bilateral and multilateral technical 

assistance in this field, and subsequently the Economic and Social Council in E/RES/I223 

(XLII) and 1300 (XLIV) considered proposals concerning a campaign to focus world attention on 

housing. 

32.2 At its resumed forty-eighth session in E/RES/I507 (XLVIII) the Council recognized 

"the urgent need on a continuing basis within the framework of the Second United Nations Dev-

elopment Decade" to accord higher priority to housing, building and planning programmes and 

to allocate increased financial resources and promote the role of this sector in economic and 

social development. The Secretary-General was requested "in consultation with the 

specialized agencies concerned, to submit to the Council" at its fiftieth session in April 

1971, "reformulated proposals for the campaign to focus world-wide attention on and 

mobilize public and government support for housing, building and planning • • 

32.3 The General Assembly, in A/RES/2718 (XXV) recommends, inter alia, that the 

organizations of the United Nations system undertake certain measures for the amelioration 

of conditions in the field of housing and human settlement. It further recommends that in 

the elaboration of the work programmes in the field of housing, building and planning within 

the United Nations and the specialized agencies, particular attention should be paid to 

programmes and projects of interest to the developing countries. Strengthening of 

regional co-operation in this field is considered desirable. The Secretary-General is 

requested to submit to the General Assembly as soon as possible, through the Economic and 

Social Council, an analytical review and progress report on the implementation of this 



resolution, taking full advantage of the preparatory work for the United Nations Conference 

on the Human Environment, discussed in paragraph 8 hereof. 

32.4 The Director-General is prepared, as in the past,, to continue to co-operate with the 

Secretary-General in respect to the health aspects of housing, building and planning. 

II. The UNDP, UNICEF and WFP 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

It will be recalled that the Director-General, guided by the Board's decision at its 

forty-fifth session, presented a progress report to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly 

on the Study of the Capacity of the United Nations Development System. That report described 

the initial consideration of the matter by the Inter-Agency Consultative Board and the 

Governing Council of UNDP. A further report by the Director-General to the Board at its 

current session is contained in E B 4 7 / — which reproduces the Consensus arrived at by the 

Governing Council and approved by ECOSOC and the General Assembly. 

At the January session a Special Fund programme totalling $95.5 million and covering 

109 projects was approved by the Governing Council and 52 projects with a total earmarking 

of $43.8 million were approved at the June session. A t the former session WHO was 

designated as Executing Agency for seven projects all in the environmental health field; 

five of these were destined to prepare master plans to meet large-scale community water supply 

and sewerage needs for: Greater Teheran, Iran; Abidjan, Ivory Coast; Greater Kathmandu 

and Bhaktapur, Nepal; Korapong Som, Cambodia; and Surinam. Two other projects were 

devoted to environmental pollution control, the first to establish a Federal Research and 

Development Centre for Environmental Pollution Control in Czechoslovakia and the second to 

strengthen the Institute of Hydro-Technical Research, Romania to deal with water pollution. 

A t the summer session, five further projects were approved: Assistance to the National 

Health Laboratories, Mexico; Water Supply for Sana'a and Hodeida, Yemen Arab Republic; 

Public and Environmental Health Control, Awash Valley, Ethiopia; and a second phase of the 

University Centre for Health Sciences, Cameroon which extended the initial phase approved in 

1969 for three years at an approximate cost of $1.7 million. Supplementary assistance was 

also approved for further work in connexion with the Accra-Tema Master Plan for Water 

Supply and Sewerage, Ghana. 

These twelve projects approved in 1970 carry a Governing Council earmarking of just 

over $9 million and bring the number of projects approved with WHO as Executing Agency to 

38 out of the 1234 projects approved for UNDP financing. WHO,s cumulative earmarking of 

funds to execute these projects totals $33.4 million, giving a percentage for WHO of the 

over-all Special Fund programme to date of 3.5 per cent. 

Field work was completed on the current phase of the Venezuela (Sanitary Engineering 

Education), Ghana (Accra-Tema Water Supply, Phase II) and Philippines (Sewerage System 

Master Plan) projects. 

A number of fresh requests for Special Fund assistance have been submitted by 

Governments, among which are Afghanistan, Algeria, Ghana, Hungary, Iraq, Kenya, Liberia, 

Nigeria (Phase II), and Yugoslavia for projects in the environmental health field; 

Argentina for assistance in utilizing computers in health programmes; Cuba - National 

Institute of Hygiene; Sudan - National Health Laboratory Service; Syria - Aleppo Medical 

School; United Arab Republic - Virus Research Training and Production Centre, Agonza; 

Z a m b i a - Development of Basic Health Services. A request was also received by UNDP for an 

inter-regional research project on the Epidemiology and Methodology of Schistosomiasis Control 

in Man-Made Lakes. 



In line with the arrangements governing the Administrator's Revolving Fund, WHO has 

had increased recourse to pre一project activities in order to ensure an early launching of 

some of these large-*ôcale undertakings. This technique, which includes the advance 

recruitment of the project manager, was used for the water supply projects in Algeria, 

Cambodia, Ivory Coast, Surinam and the Yemen Arab Republic and for the Romania (Water 

Pollution) and Mexico (National Health Laboratories) projects. Preparatory assistance to 

governments - also financed under the UNDP Revolving Fund - was provided by WHO chiefly 

by organizing and participating in missions to assist in the formulation or evaluation 

of Special Fund requests. Among the more important of such missions - some carried out in 

liaison with UNDP - were those to Syria to assist with the request for the Aleppo Medical 

School, and again for a Wastes Disposal project for Damascus; and to the Yemen Arab Republic 

(Health Centre and Training School request) and Mali (Water Supply), the latter in 

conjunction with the World Bank. In addition WHO sent missions to Gabon, Kenya, Liberia, 

Madagascar, Sierra Leone, in the water supply and sewerage sector, to Hungary and Israel 

(Water Pollution and Research), to Tanzania (trypanosomiasis), to Mongolia (Brucella vaccine 

production) and to Algeria (training of intermediate health personnel), to assist govern-

ments in the development of Special Fund projects. 

There is an increasing demand on WHO to mount preparatory assistance missions of this 

type or to participate in those organized by other agencies and which include a significant 

health element. A new development in this category of collaboration has been the 

participation of WHO in missions formed under the responsibility of the World Bank which 

frequently expresses special interest from the standpoint of future investment following 

certain pre-investment schemes proposed for UNDP financing. Recent examples of such joint 

missions are those to Morocco and Mali to review with the Governments the water supply 

schemes in which WHO and UNDP are involved. 

The concept of country programming proposed by the Capacity Study and endorsed by the 

World Health Assembly was initiated during 1970 and the first country programming exercises 

were carried out by the Governments of Venezuela, Lebanon, Tunisia and Algeria with the 

assistance of UNDP and the agencies, including WHO. Further exercises in other countries can 

be expected in the coming years in which WHO will participate. 

It is manifest that economic and social development must be considered and treated as a 

cohesive process involving a multiplicity of inter-acting sectors, among which health is an 

integral and important element. The UNDP Governing Council itself has frequently stressed 

the value of.the multi-disciplinary approach. To contribute to this WHO has continued to 

review from a technical point of view Special Fund requests in various fields, advising the 

Administrator on health implications of each potential scheme and suggesting appropriate 

measures to protect the health of the population. As part of this continuous 

recommendatory role, WHO has examined an ever growing number of Special Fund requests, 

particularly those entailing regional development, to be executed by other agencies;. by the 

end of 1970 arrangements made with FAO, ILO and the United Nations provided for the transfer 

to W H O of some 587 man-months to cover the assignment of health specialists in 68 projects• 

The assistance which WHO has undertaken to give ranges over public health administration, epi-

demiological surveys, health manpower training, sanitary engineering, biology and medical 

entomology. Special attention has been accorded to the control of communicable diseases 

and their vectors in land and water development projects. In this connexion mention 

should be made of an innovation in the Special Fund field whereby a separate project was 

designed to cater for the health aspects of a large-scale project being executed by FAO, 

namely the Awash Valley scheme in Ethiopia. Other examples of this approach may be 

anticipated. 
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WHO also tries to ensure that reciprocity exists in its own UNDP projects to enable 

assistance to be marshalled from other agencies in specific sectors of what are primarily 

health projects. Examples involving FAO, the United Nations and ILO have produced initial 

results. 

In addition to UNDP's growing interest in medical education already noted by the Board, 

a wider attention is being given to projects in the communicable disease field and par-

ticularly those constituting major barriers to development in the tropical regions of Africa; 

for operational research in trypanosomiasis, a UNDP project has been operating in Kenya 

while UNDP has agreed to finance projects in the field of schistosomiasis and onchocerciasis. 

In the Technical Assistance sector a number of procedural modifications were introduced 

b y
 UNDP in preparation of the impending merger of the Special Fund and Technical Assistance 

components in line with the C o n s e n s u s / The year 1971 is a transitional period and the 

existing distinctions between the two components of the Programme will have been elxminated 

Ъу 1 January 1972. Accordingly the Administrator is considering such matters as the 

formulation and approval of "small-scale" projects within the country programming concept; 

the overall disposition of UNDP resources as between country and inter-country activities; 

basic agreements and project Work Plans (to serve as Plans of Operation for all types of 

projects); the costing of project budgets, etc. The Working Group on Administration and 

Finance Matters met from 30 November to 4 December 1970 to discuss inter alia these 

implications of the Merger and will reconvene in March 1971. 

In 1970 also a growing trend was noticed whereby ТА projects were serving to prepare 

the ground for Special Fund type assistance. In Greece, for instance, the ТА Environmental 

Hygiene project Is to expand into feasibility studies on environmental pollution control 

w
¡th the possible elaboration of a master plan. In both Syria and the Yemen Arab R e p u b H c , 

ТА projects in the medical education field are being used as the initial stages of future 

broad guage Special Fund projects. Similar Interplay between the ТА and SF sectors xs to 

be found in Algeria, Brazil and Thailand. 

T h
e inter-regional aspect of WHO's UNDP/ТА programme has continued at more or less the 

same tempo as in past years with the difference that UNDP now requests full endorsement by 

participating governments of each request. 

Further 1970 was the last year of application of agency targets whereby each agency 

receives a fixed proportion of the resources available for ТА regional activities, although 

"notional" targets will be retained for planning purposes in 1971, future programming in thxs 

sector, in accordance with the Consensus "will be based broadly on the same general prxn-

c i p l e s
 as . . . for country programming, particularly in that it will be systemati-cally 

related to the development priorities of the countries concerned and, as far as possible, 

planned in advance over a period of years". 

Five seminars were held in the USSR and eight training courses took place under the 

i o i n t a u S D i c e s
 of the Danish International Development Agency and WHO; the latter pro-

Га-е"гГГ970 onwards is being financed fron, a direct contribution by DANIDA to WHO's 

Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion. 

See Annex I of EB47/20. 



United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

Continued contact has been kept with UNICEF, particularly on matters such as their par-

ticipation in family health programmes, basic health services, malaria eradication and other 

activities in which they collaborate with WHO in providing assistance to developing countries• 

An assessment of jointly assisted programmes in education and training has been carried 

out during the year with the participation of WHO and UNICEF consultants in preparation for 

the discussion at the Eighteenth Session of the UNICEF-WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy 

in February 1971. Visits have been paid to nine countries representing the six WHO regions 

and the various observations and comments made by the consultants have been incorporated in 

a report which has been submitted to the members of the JCHP in preparation for their 

discussions. 

WHO staff has taken part in Regional Programme Previews organized by UNICEF during the 

second half of 1970. This co-operation has continued on a day-to-day basis at the regional 

level in the planning and the implementation of jointly assisted programmes. 

World Food Programme (WFP) 

Between 1 January and 30 November 1970, 110 projects, including extensions and/or 

expansions which were sometimes very substantial, were submitted to WHO for examination of 

their health aspects. While in previous years the WFP chose, according to its own criteria, 

which projects should be brought to WHO*s attention, experience has shown that nearly all of 

them had some health aspect, direct or indirect, which would justify advice or action on 

behalf of the health services. It has now been agreed that WFP should send all its projects 

to WHO, the Organization undertaking to signal at the earliest opportunity those ^tiich 

appear to have no health implication, while our scrutiny of the others would proceed as in 

the past few years• 

A significant development in 1970 is the substantial rise in the proportion of WFP 

supported projects whose main objective is in the field of health promotion： out of just 

over 700 projects examined by the Programme since 1963, only 17 were singled out as such, 

but during the first 11 months of 1970, 15 more were recognized and brought into implemen-

tation, representing an increase in WFP
1

s investment from $ 23.5 to 67 million. These 

figures also show that the average investment made by WFP per project has increased sub-

stantially during 1970. 

Projects from which substantial health benefits are expected have also increased 

amongst WFP
f

s activities： the number of institutional feeding projects rose from 39 to 53 

($ 170.3 to 194.7 million); eight new teaching projects were started representing $ 3.1 

million, and six new housing and community development projects representing $ 7.2 million. 

By end November 1970, 459 projects in 83 countries had been approved at a total cost to 

WFP of $ 937 million： this is exclusive of the 117 emergency operations through which 

$ 91 million worth of WFP aid was distributed in 67 countries• 

Note might be taken of the increased involvement of WHO in WFP*s projects, and par-

ticularly of the latter
f

s growing interest in health aspects as a facet of social development. 

The General Assembly adopted A/RES/2682 (XXV) on multilateral food aid. That 

resolution* takes note of the reports of the Intergovernmental Committee and the comments of 

the Economic and Social Council as well as the recommend a t i ons and observations contained 

therein. It requests the Intergovernmental Committee, ''drawing on assistance as appropriate 

from • . • interested organizations within the United Nations family, to review at its 



twenty-third session progress made on the proposals in the report and to submit its findings 

to the Economic and Social Council for transmission to the General Assembly at its twenty-

eighth session". 

The Director-General has co-operated actively with the World Food Programme and will 

continue and intensify his co-operation in response to the General Assembly
1

s request in 

paragraph 8 of A/RES/2682 (XXV) to the Secretary-General and the Director-General of FAO, in 

consultation with the executive heads of other interested agencies, to report on this subject. 

III. Specialized Agencies 

1• United Nations Educational
;
 Scientific and Cultural Organization ÇUNESCO) 

1.1 The Organization commented on the UNESCO Draft Programme and Budget for 1971-1972. 

The many activities of common interest were identified and suggestions for practical co-

operation were made in such fields as sanitary engineering, science education, science and 

research, fundamental research (IBRO and ICRO), health education, functional literacy, etc. 

WHO'S comments, together with those provided by other agencies of the United Nations system 

were brought to the attention of the Sixteenth General Conference which was held in Paris in 

October and November 1970, at which WHO was represented. 

1.2 The Conference, considered several programmes of interest to WHO, one of the most 

important of which was a "plan for a long-term intergovernmental and interdisciplinary 

programme on Man and the Biosphere", the general objective of which is "to develop the 

scientific basis for the rational use and conservation of the resources of the biosphere and 

for the improvement of the global relationships between man and his environment； and there-

fore to increase man's ability to manage efficiently the natural resources of the biosphere 

and to predict the consequences of today
1

s actions in tomorrow's world’、 The Conference 

adopted a resolution establishing an International Co-ordinating Council of the Programme 

on Man and the Biosphere which will consist of highly qualified scientific delegates from 

25 Member States and will include representatives of the UN, UNESCO, FAO, WHO, WMO as well 

as of the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) and the International Union for 

the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

WHO was consulted about those aspects of this programme of interest to the Organization, 

and WHO comments were taken into account in its elaboration. In view of the programme's 

importance for several agencies, inter-agency consultation will take place in June 1971 

under the aegis of the ACC, and the Director-General will be represented at the first 

meeting of the Co-ordinating Committee, which will meet in early September to select from 

among the themes and actions proposed, the project which will constitute the first core of 

the programme. 

1.3 WHO participation in the International Hydrological Decade was intensified. At the 

request of the Co-ordinating Council of the International Hydrological Decade, WHO agreed to 

provide the technical secretariat, and leadership for, the Panel of Experts concerning 

Hydrological Problems Related to Artificial and Natural Changes in the Quality of Water. A 

WHO consultant will prepare the material for the second session of the Panel planned for 1971. 

1.4 WHO and UNESCO have maintained close collaboration in the field of education and 

training during the past year. This co-operation has included participation, either by WHO 

staff members or specially recruited consultants, in Joint UNESCO/World Bank Missions* 

visiting Morocco, Thailand and Uganda. The objective of these missions was to study the 

educational systems and future education needs in the countries and to make suggestions for 

the improvement of national programmes in education including those of medical and other 

health personnel. 



1
#
5 WHO continued to participate in the UNESCO Arab States Centre for Training in 

Functional Literacy in Sirs El Layyan (UAR) and in the UNESCO Functional Literacy Programme 

in Iran. 

2 . Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

2
#
i WHO was represented at the fifty-fifth session of the FAO Council held in Rome in 

November 1970 and participated in several important FAO meetings, including the Second World 

Food Congress (The Hague, June 1970), and the FAO Technical Conference on Marine Pollution 

and its effects on living resources and fishing (Rome, December 1970). Many of the 

recommendations adopted at these meetings are relevant to WHO's programme of work. 

2.2 WHO co-operation with FAO was discussed during several inter-secretariat meetings. 

Developments were reviewed in such fields as pesticides, irrigation, food control, protein 

calorie malnutrition, veterinary public health, man-made lakes, etc. and further arrangements 

were agreed to strengthen the co-operation between the two Organizations• 

2.3 A co-sponsored FAO/WHO/UNICEF Seminar on Food and Nutrition held in Beirut in January 

1970 reviewed the food and nutrition problems in the region, as well as existing and planned 

activities of the agencies and governments in this field. 

2.4 WHO is in consultation with FAO on the establishment of a FAO/WHO Food and Nutrition 

Commission for the Middle East and with FAO and OAU for the establishment of a Joint 

FAO/тао/оAU Food and Nutrition Commission for Africa, and a Joint WH0/fA0/0AU Commission on 

African Trypanosomiasis• 

3. International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

ЗЛ The Organization was represented at sessions of the IIX) Governing Body held during the 

year, at which questions of interest to WHO were debated. Among these was an in-depth 

review of the occupational and health programme, at which WHO was represented and which high-

lighted the need for a precise definition of the ILO objectives and areas of competence, and 

emphasized the importance of co-operation with other agencies in the field. The Governing 

Body at its one hundred and eighty-first session, noted with satisfaction the ILO/WHO co-

operation and decided to convene in 1972 an ILO ad hoc committee to make recommendations on 

the future programme based on an evaluation of the II/),s activities in the field. 

3.2 WHO participated in the preparation of and was represented at the fifty-fifth ILO 

Conference (Maritime) held in Geneva in October 1970 which discussed, inter alia, the 

safety and welfare of seafarers, and adopted two resolutions requesting that the Joint ILO/WHO 

Expert Committee on the Health of Seafarers be convened to study further the problem of 

medical care of seafarers and the medical training of merchant marine officers. 

3.3 WHO co-operation in the ILO World Employment Programme was continued. The Organization 

participated in an Inter-Agency Mission to Colombia, at the request of the Government, to 

assist the national authorities concerned in the analysis of its unemployment problem and to 

suggest a programme of action, as well as to indicate priorities for research. 

The report of the Inter-Agency Mission, published under the title "Towards Full 

Employment'
1

, was discussed by all the agencies involved, including W H O . The Colombian 

Government has recently requested UNDP to convene a working party of high-level experts 

f r
o m the agencies concerned with a view to providing concerted technical assistance to the 

Government in implementing such employment policies and programmes as it might adopt. WHO, 

which is mainly concerned by the interrelation between unemployment and health problems, and 

b y
 the contribution health plans can make to the alleviation of unemployment problems, will 

participate in the working party. 
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The Organization also collaborated in another ILO multi-disciplinary mission of this 

type which went to Ceylon• 

4. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

4 1 Co-operation with the International Atomic Energy Agency was maintained in such fields 

a
¡ isotope applications and their use in environmental health, radiation protection and health 

safety regulations, health and safety aspects of the peaceful uses of atomic energy, disposal 

of radioactive wastes, etc. 

4 2 The Organization was represented at meetings of the Board of Governors as well as at 

the IAEA Fourteenth General Conference, during which several questions of interest to the 

Organization were discussed. 

4 3 WHO co-sponsored with the IAEA a panel meeting on Absolute Determination of Radiation 

E n s u r e and Absorbed Dose Standards, and in June 1970 a Joint IAEA/WHO Scientxfxc Meetxng on 

Biochemical Indicators of Radiation Injuries was held in Paris. The Organization also co-

operated with the IAEA in the revision of the manual on the safe handling 

and in the preparation of a manual on radiation haematology which will be publxshed by the 

！ A E A . WHO participated in several other meetings organized by the IAEA such as the IAEA 

Meeting on Radioactive Labelled Compounds for Use in Medicine and Biology held xn Vxenna, 

t h e
 IAEA Symposium on Dynamic Studies with Radioisotopes in Clinical Medxcxne held m 

Rotterdam, the IAEA Panel Meeting on Inhalation Risks fron, Radioactive Contamxnants and 

other IAE； meetings concerned with the disposal of radioactive wastes, food xrradxatxon, etc. 

4
.4 WHO agreed, on the proposal of FAO and IAEA, to the discontinuance of the FA0/IAEA/WH0 

Panel on Radio Chemical Analysis. 

5. 
international Bank for Reconstruction and Development and Regional Banks 

5 ! WHO co-operation with the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development was 

^ r s u e H u r L g t h e y e a r . T h e O r g a n i z a t i o n is k e p t i n f o r m e d o f a l l t h e m i s s i o n s p l a n n e d b y 

the в1пк and p a r t i c L a t e s in those of concern to the O r g a n i z a t i o n . 彻 s WHO partic.pated 

hrough short-ten,, consultants as well as through regular staff in pre-invest.en - s s x o n s 

to a number of countries, including C o l o n i a , Tanzania, Uganda Kenya, etc Under adj^oc 

arran
E
ements the Organization and the Bank have been co-operating closely m the pre-

； а Г а й Г о ^ wlter supply and sewerage projects, and the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a ! has recently begun 

discussions with the Bank in order to further these arrangements. He wxll keep the Board 

informed of the outcome of these discussions with the World Bank group. 

5 2
 I t

 should be noted that the interest of the Bank in family Planning programmes has 

” ̂ c r e a s e d greatly. In his statement to the Board 。f Governors, the Presxdent of 

2 Т Ц 1 1 to the difficulties encountered by countries willing to prenote fan,, у 

pÎanninÏ'polícies L d i c a t e d that the Bank is organizing its capability in order to provxde 

tiem with шоге technical and financial a s s i s t a n c e . 彻 BanK and the Organ.zat.on are 

keeping each other informed of their activities in this field. 

5
 3 WHO is also maintaining continued liaison with the regional banks for Latin America 

A
'

s i a a
n d Africa. Thus WHO has recently participated in a sanitation pre-xnvestment mxssxon 

to Burundi organized by the African Development Bank. 
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RESOLUTICN АБСРТЕ1 BY TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

/on the report of the Second Committee (A/812Í+ and Corr.l and Add.l_)7 
2б2б (XXV). International Development Strategy for the Second-

United Nations Jevelopment Decade 

The General Assembly 

1. Proclaims the Second United Nations Development Lecade starting frcm 

1 January 1971; 

2. Adopts the following International Development Strategy for the Decade: 

7 0 - 2 5 3 1 9 



A. PREAMBLE 

(1) On the threshold of 七he 1970s, Governments dedicate themselves anew to the 

fundamental objectives enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations twenty-five 

years ago to create conditions of stability and well-being and to ensure a minimum 

s七andará of living consistent with human dignity through economic and social 

progress and development. 

(2) The launching in 19б1 of the First United Nations Development Decade marked 

a major world-wide endeavour to give concrete substance to this solemn pledge. 

Since then attempts have continued to be made to adopt specific measures and to 

fashion and employ new institutions of international co-operation for this 

purpose. 

(3) However, the level of living of countless millions of people in the developing 

par七 of the world is still pitifully low. These people are often still 

undernourished, uneducated, unemployed and wanting in many other basic amenities 

of life.' While a part of the world lives in great comfort and even affluence, 

much of the larger part suffers from abject poverty, and in fact the disparity is 

continuing to widen. This lamentable situation has contributed to the aggravation 

of world tension. 

(¿0 The current frustrations and disappointments must not be allowed to cloud the 

vision or stand in the way of the development objectives being really ambitious. 

Youth everywhere is in ferment, and the 1970s must mark a step forward in securing 

the well-being and happiness not only of the present generation but also of the 
generations to come. 

(5) The success of international development activities will depend in large 

measure on improvement in the general international situation, particularly on 

concrete progress towards general and complete disarmament under effective 

international control, on the elimination of colonialism, racial discrimination, 

apartheid and occupation of territories of any State and on the promotion of equal 

political, economic, social and cultural rights for all members of society. 

Progress towards general and complete disarmament should release substantial 

additional resources which could be utilized for the purpose of economic and social 

development, in particular that of developing countries. There should, therefore, 

b e a
 close link between the Second United Nations Development Decade arid the 

Disarmament Decade. 



(6) In the. conviction that development is the essential path to peace and 

justice, Governments reaffirm their common and unswerving resolve to seek a 

better and more effective system of international co-operation whereby the 

prevailing disparities in the world may be banished and prosperity secured for all. 

(7, The ultimate objective of development must be to bring about sustained 

improvement in the well-being of the individual and bestow benefits on all. If 

undui privileges, extremes of wealth and social injustices persist, then 

development fails in its essential purpose. This calls for a global development 

strattgy based on joint and concentrated action by developing and developed 

countiies in all spheres of economic and social life: in industry and 

a g r
ici.Lture, in trade and finance, in employment and education, in health and 

housir?, in science and technology. 

(8) lie international community must rise to the challenge of the present age 

of unirecedented opportunities offered by science and technology in order that 

the sdentific and technological advances may be equitably shared Ъу developed 

and d<veloping countries, thus contributing to accelerated economic development 

throu;hout the world. 

(9) International co-operation for development must be on a scale commensurate 

with that of the problem itself. Partial, sporadic and half-hearted gestures, 

howe^ever well intentioned, will not suffice. 

(10. Economic and social progress is the common and shared responsibility of the 

entire international community. It is also a process in which the benefits 

der-veâ Ъу the developing countries from the developed countries are shared by 

the world as a whole. Every country has the right and duty to develop its human 

ani natural resources, but the full benefit of its efforts can be realized only 

with concomitant and effective international action. 

(11) The primary responsibility for the development of developing countries rests 

upon theraselves, as stressed in the Charter of Algiers;-^ but however great their 

o w n
 efforts, these will not be sufficient to enable them to achieve the desired 

development goals as expeditiously as they must unless they are assisted through J 

Increased financial resources and more favourable economic and commercial policies 

on the part of developed countries. 

1/ Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development Secor.d 
一 session, vol. I and Corr.l ^nd 、 and Add.丄 and 2， Report and Annexes, (United 

Mations publication, Sales No. : • P- d . 



(12) Governments designate the 1970s as the Second United Nations Development 

Decade and pledge themselves
5
 individually and collectively

3
 to pursue 

policies designed to create a more just and rational world economic and social 

order in "which equality of opportuüities should Ъе as much a prerogative of 

nations as of individuals within a nation. They subscribe to the goals and 

objectives of the Decade and resolve to take the measures to translate them 

into reality. These aims and measures are se七 out in the following paragraphs. 

B

- GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

ДЗ) The average annual rate of growth in the gross product of the developing 

countries as a whole daring the Second United Nations Development Decade should 

be at least 6 per cent
3
 with the possibility of attaining a higher rate in the 

second half of the Decade to be specified on the basis of a comprehensive mid-term 

review. This target and those derived from it are a broad indication of the 

scope ôf convergent efforts to be made during the Decade at the national and 

international levels; it should be the responsibility of each developing country 

to set its own target for growth in the light of its own circumstances. 

The average annual rate of growth of gross product per head in developing 

countries as a whole daring the Decade should be about 3.5 per cent with the 

possibility of accelerating it daring the second half of the Decade in order at 

least to make a modest beginning towards narrowing the gap in living standards 

between developed and developing countries. An average annual growth rate of 

3-5 per cent per head will represent a doubling of average income per head in 

the course of* t"wo decades• In countries "with very lo"w incomes per head
э
 efforts 

should be made to double such incomes within a shorter period. 

(15) The target for growth in average income per head is calculated on the 

basis of an average annual increase of 2,5 per cent in the population of 

developing countries, which is less than the average rate at present forecast 

for the 1970s. In this context, each developing country should formulate its 

own demographic objectives "within the framework of its national development 

plan • 



(16) An average annual rate of growth of at least 6 per cent in the gross 

product of developing countries during the Decade will imply an average annual 

expansion of： 

(a) k per cent in agricultural output； 

(b) 8 per cent in manufacturing output. 

(17) For attaining the over-all growth target of at least б per cent per annum) 

there should be an average annual expansion of: 

(a) 0.5 per cent in the ratio of gross domestic saving to the gross product 

so that this ratio rises to around 20 per cent by I980; 

(b) Somewhat less than 了 per cent in imports and somewhat higher than 

了 per cent in exports. 

(18) As the ultimate purpose of development is to provide increasing 

opportunities to all people for a better life, it is essential to bring about 

a more equitable distribution of income and wealth for promoting both social 

jus七ice and efficiency of production, to raise substantially the level of 

employment广 to achieve a greater degree of income security, to expand and 

improve facilities for education, health, nutrition, housing and social 

welfare
y
 and to safeguard the environment. Thus, qualitative and structural 

changes in the society must go hand in hand with rapid economic growth, and 

existing disparities - regional, sectoral and social - should be substantially 

reduced. These objectives are both determining factors and end-results of 

development; they should therefore be viewed as integrated parts of the same 

dynamic process, and would require a unified approach: 

(a) Each developing country should formulate its national employment 

objectives so as to absorb an increasing proportion of its working population 

in modern-type activities and to reduce significantly unemployment and 

underemployment； 

(b) Particular attention should "be paid to achieving enrolment of all 

children of primary school age, improvement in the quality of education at 

all levels, a substantial reduction in illiteracy, the reorientation of 

educational programmes to serve development needs, and, as appropriate, the 

establishment end expansion of scientific and technological institutions; 



(c) Each developing country should formulate a coherent health programme 

for the prevention and treatment of diseases and for raising general levels 

of health and sanitation; 

(d) Levels of nutrition should be improved in terms of the average 

caloric intake and the protein content, with special emphasis being placed on 

tbe needs of vulnerable groups of population; 

(e) Housing facilities should Ъе expanded and improved, especially for 

the low-income groups and with a vie-w to remedying the ills of unplanned 

urban growth and lagging rural areas; 

(f) The -well-being of children should Ъе fostered; 

(g) The full participation of youth in the development process should 

Ъе ensured; 

(h) The full integration of -women in the total development effort 

should Ъе encouraged. 

C. POLICY MEASURES 

(19) The above goals and objectives call for a continuing effort Ъу all peoples 

and Governments to promote economic and social progress in developing 

countries Ъу the formulation and implementation of a coherent set of policy 

measures. Animated Ъу a spirit of constructive partnership and co-operation, 

based on the interdependence of their interests and designed to promote a 

rational system of international division of labour， and reflecting their 

political "will and collective determination to achieve these goals and 

objectives, Governments, individually and jointly, solemnly resolve to adopt 

and implement the policy measures set out belov. 

(20) The policy measures should Ъе viewed in a dynamic context, involving 

continuing review to ensure their effective implementation and adaptation 

in the light of new developments, including the far-reaching impact of 

rapid advance in technology, and to seek new areas of agreement and the 

widening of the existing ones. Organizations of the United Nations system 

will appropriately assist in the implementation of these measures and in 

the search for new avenues of international co-operation for development. 



1. International trade 

(21) All efforts "will be made to secure international action before 

51 December 1972, including, where appropriate, the conclusion of international 

agreements or arrangements on ccnmodities mentioned in the relevant resolutiorê^ 

adopted by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development at its second 

session, in accordance vith the procedure agreed upon at that session, and on 

the basis of a time-table icr the consideration of those matters to be drawn up 

:
t h e Conference. 

Comracâities already covered by international agreements or arrangements "will 

r,e kept under revie-w vith a vie-w to strengthening the vorking of such agreements 

or arrangements and to renewing, where appropriate， agreements or arrangements due 

to expire,
 в 

(23) All possible resources for the pre-financing of buffer stocks, vhen 

necessary^ "will Ъе considered while concluding or reviewing commodity agreements 

incorporating buffer stock mechanisms. 

(2^) Efforts will be made to reach agreement, before the third session of the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
;
 on a set of general 

principles on pricing policy to serve as guidelines for consultations and 

actions on individual commodities. As one of the priority aims of pricing 

policy, particular attention will be paid to securing stable, remunerative and 

equitable prices "with a vie*w to increasing the foreign exchange earnings from 

exports of primary products from the developing countries. 

(25) No ne\i tariff and non-tariff barriers will be raised nor will the existing 

ones be increased Ъу developed countries against imports of primary products of 

particular interest to developing countries. 

(26) Developed countries "will accord priority to reducing or eliminating duties 

and other barriers to imports of primary products, including those in processed 

or semi-processed form, uf export interest to developing countries through 

international joint action or unilateral action vith a view to ensuring that 

developing countries have improved access to "world markets and to market 

grovth for products in vhich they are presently or potentially competitive. 

2/ Ibid.， p. 5^， resolution l6 (II)• 



This objective will Ъе sought to Ъе achieved through the continuance and 

intensification of intergovernmental consultations with the aim of reaching 

concrete and significant results early in the Decade. Efforts will Ъе made vith a 

view to achieving these results before 31 December 1972. 

(27) Implementation of the provisions of paragraphs 25 and 26 above should take 

into account the resolutions^ decisions and agreements which have been or may Ъе 

reached in the United Nations Conference 011 Trade and Development or in other 

relevant intergovernmental "bodies and organizations of the United Nations system. 

(29) Developed countries will give increased attention within the framework of 

bilateral and multilateral programmes to supplemen七 the resources of the 

developing countries in their endeavour to accelerate the diversification of 

their economies with a view to the expansion of the production and exports of 

semi-manufactures and manufactures, as well as of semi-processed and processed 

commodities, "broadening the patterns of exports in favour of commodities with 

relatively dynamic demand conditions and increasing food production in food 

deficient countries. Specific funds for diversification will Ъе one of the 

features of commodity arrangements wherever considered necessary. 

(29) Appropriate action, including the provision of finance, will Ъе taken, as 

far as practicable, to initiate intensive research and development efforts 

designed to improve market conditions and cost efficiency and to diversify the 

end uses of natural products facing competition from synthetics and substitutes. 

In their financial and technical assistance programmes, developed countries and 

the international organizations concerned will give sympathetic consideration to 

requests for assistance for developing countries producing natural products which 

suffer serious competition from synthetics and substitutes, in order to help them 

to diversify into other areas of production including processing of primary 

products. Where natural products are able to satisfy present and anticipated 

•world market requirements, in the context of national policies no special 

encouragement will Ъе given, to the creation and utilization of new production, 

particularly in the developed countries, of directly competing synthetics. 



(30) The machinery for consultation on surplus disposal which existed during the 

1960s will Ъе widened and reinforced in order to avoid or minimize possible 

adverse effects of disposals of production surpluses or strategic reserves， 

including those of minerals, on normal commercial trade, and to take account of 

the interest of both surplus and deficit countries. 

(31) Special attention will Ъе given to the expansion and diversification of the 

export trade of developing cou瘟tries in manufactures and semi—manufactures， 

particularly for enabling them to attain increased participation^ commensurate 

"with the needs of development, in the growth of international trade in these 

commodities• 

(32) Arrangements concerning the establishment of generalized^ non-discriminatory^ 

non-reciprocal preferential treatment to exports of developing countries in the 

markets of developed countries have been drawn up in the United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development and considered mutually acceptable to developed and 

developing countries. Preference-giving countries are determined to seek as 

rapidly as possible the necessary legislative or other sanction with the aim of 

implementing the preferential arrangements as early as possible in 1 9 7 1 . Efforts 

for further improvements of these preferential arrangements "will Ъе pursued in a 

dynamic context in the light of the objectives of resolution 21 ( 工 工 ) o f 

3 / 

？.6 March I968,-Z adopted by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

at i七s second session. 

(55) Developed countries will not， ordinarily, raise existing tariff or non-tariff 

barriers to exports from developing countries, nor establish new tariff or non-

tariff barriers or any discriminatory measures, where such action has the effe'ct 

of rendering less favourable the conditions of access to the markets of manufactured 

and semi-manufactured products of export interest to developing countries. 

(5戽)Intergovernmental consultations will Ъе continued and intensified -with a viev 

to giving effect early in the Decade to measures for the relaxation and progressive 

elimination of non-tariff barriers affecting trade in manufactures and 

semi-manufactures of interest to developing countries• Efforts will be made vith 

a view to implementing such measures before 31 December 1972. These consultations 

•will take into account all groups of processed and semi-processed products of 

export interest to developing countries• 

3 / 工 b i d . ， p . 3 3 . 



(35) Developed countries, having in mind the importance of facilitating the 

expansion of their imports from developing countries, will consider adopting 

measures and where possible evolving a programme early in the Decade for assisting 

the adaptation and adjustment of industries and workers in situations where they 

are adversely affected or may Ъе threatened to Ъе adversely affected by increased 

imports of manufactures and semi-manufactures from developing countries. 

(36) Developing countries will intensify their efforts to make greater use of 

trade promotion as an instrument for the expansion of their exports both to 

developed countries and to other developing countries. For this purpose, 

effective international assistance wiLl Ъе provided. 

(57) Restrictive business practices particularly affecting the trade and 

development of the developing countries will Ъе identified with a view to the 

consideration of appropriate remedial measures^ the aim being to reach concrete 

and significant results early in the Decade. Efforts will Ъе made with a view 

to achieving these results before 3L December 1972» 

(38) The 'socialist countries of Eastern Europe wilL take duly into consideration 

the trade needs of the developing countries,and in particular their production 

and export potential,when quantitative targets are fixed in 七 h e i r long-term 

economic plans, adopt appropriate measures designed to maximize and diversify 

imports of primary commodities from developing countries and undertake measures 

so that imports of manufactures and semi-manufactures from developing countries 

constitute a growing element in their total imports of manufactures and semi-

manufactures . They will promote the diversification of the structure and 

geographical basis of their tract ve with d eve Loping courrbries in order thai: the 

largest possible number of developing countries derive the maximum benefit 

from this trade. Socialist countries of Eastern Europe will take 

the necessary action fully to implement, by the beginning of the Decade, 

and in any case not later than 1972， reccr:x.6ndations contained in 
) / 

sec七ion II 〇f resolution 15 (II) of 25 March 1^68-' adopted by 七lie 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development at its second session. 

k/ Ibid., p. 52。 



As no uniform method of introducing multiláteraliem in payments relations 

between developing countries and socialist countries is practical at this time, 

it is considered desirable that elements of flexibility and multilateralism be 

progressively introduced or extended in such payments arrangements Ъу appropriate 

consultations among the countries concerned, taking into account specific 

circumstances and patterns of trade. 

2. Trade expansion, economic co-operation and regional 
integration among developing countries 

(59) The developing countries will continue their efforts to negotiate and put 

into effect further commitments for instituting the schemes for regional 

and subregional integration or measures of trade expansion among themselves. 

They will, in particular, elaborate mutually beneficial and preferential trade 

arrangements which fester the rational and outward-looking expansion of 

production and trade, and avoid undue injury to the trading interests of third 

parties, including third developing countries. 

(^0) The developed market economy countries will, through the extension of 

financial and technical assistance or through action in the field of commercial 

policy, support initiatives in regional and subregional co-operation of 

developing countries. In this connexion, they will specifically consider 

what help can be given to any concrete proposals that may be put forward by 

developing countries. In the efforts of developing countries to carry out trade 

expansion, economic co-operation and regional integration among themselves, the 

socialist countries of Eastern Europe will extend their full support within the 

framework of their socio-economic system. 

5. Financial resources for development 

O l ) Developing countries must, and do, bear the nain responsibility for 

financing their development. They will, therefore, continue to adopt vigorous 

measures for a fuller mobilization of the whole range of their domestic financial 

resources and for ensuring the most effective use of available resources, both 

internal and external. For this purpose, they will pursue sound fiscal and 

monetary policies and, as required, remove institutional obstacles through the 



adoption of appropriate legislative and administrative reforms. They will 

pay particular attention to taking, as appropriate, the necessary steps to 

streamline and strengthen their systems of tax administration and undertake 

the necessary tax reform measures
#
 They will keep the increase in their 

current public expenditure under close scrutiny with a view to releasing 

maximum resources for investment. Efforts will be made to improve the 

efficiency of public enterprises so that they make increasing contribution to 

investment resources. ¿Very effort will be made to mobilize private savings 

through financial institutions
9
 thrift societies, post office savings banks and 

other saving schemes and through expansion of opportunities for saving for 

specific purposes, such as education and housing. The available supply of 

saving will be channelled to investment projects in accordance with their 

development priorities• 

(i|2) Each economically advanced country should endeavour to provide by 1972 

annually to developing countries financial resource transfers of a minimum net 

amount of 1 per cent of its gross national product at market prices in terms of 

actual disbursements, having regard to the special position of those cctmtxies 

which are net importers of capital. Those developed countries vñich have 

already met this target will endeavour to ensure that their net resource 

transfers are maintained and envisage, if possible, an increase in them. Thop^ 

developed countries which are unable to achieve this target by 1972 will 

endeavour to attain it not later than 1975• 

(1^3) In recognition of the special importance of the role which can Ъе fulfilled 

only by official development assistance, a major part of financial resource 

transfers to the developing countries should be provided in the form of official 

development assistance. Each economically advanced country will progressively 

increase its official development assistance to 七he developing countries and 

will exert its best efforts to reach a minimum net amount of 0
#
7 per cent 

of its gross national product at market prices Ъу the middle of the Decade. 



( W O Developed countries members of the Development Assistance Committee of the 

Organisa七ion for Economic Co-operation and Development will exert best efforts to 

reach as soon as possible, and in any case before 51 December 1971, the norms set 

out in 七he Supplement to 七 h e IÇ65 Recommendation on Financial Terms and Conditions 

adopted by the Development Assistance Commit七ее on 12 February 1 9 6 9 , ^ designed to 

soften and harmonize 七he terms and conditions of assistance to developing countries. 

Developed countries will consider measures aimed at the further softening of the 

terms and will endeavour 七о arrive at a more precise assessment of the 

circumstances of the individual developing countries and at a greater harmonization 

of terms given by individual developed countries to individual developing countries. 

Developed countries will consider, in the further evolution of their assistance 

policy and with a view to attaining concrete and substantive results by the end 

of the Decade, the specific suggestions contained in decision 29 (II) of 

23 March i g 6 3 a d o p t e d by the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development at its second session, and made in other international forums for 

further softening of the terms and conditions of aid. 

(i+5) In 七he light of the relevan七 decision of the Conference at its second session, 

financial assistance will, in principle, be untied. While it may not be possible 

to untie assistance in all cases, developed countries will rapidly and 

progressively take what measures they can in this respect both to reduce the 

extent of tying of assistance and to mitigate any harmful effects. Where loans 

are tied essentially to particular sources, developed countries will make, to the 

greatest extent possible, such loans available for utilization by the recipient 

countries for the purchase of goods and services from other developing countries. 

(1+6) Financial and technical assistance should be aimed exclusively at promoting 

the economic and social progress of developing countries and should not in any 

way Ъе used Ъу 七he developed countries to the detriment of the national 

sovereignty of recipient countries. 

5/ Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Development Assistance, 

一 1969 Review, annex III. 

6/ Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, Second 
- session, vol. I and Corr.l and 3 and Add.l and 2 , Report and Annexes (United 

Nations publication, Sales No.: E.63.II.D.1U), p . kO. 



(U7) Developed coun七ries will provide, to the greatest extent possible, an increased 

flow of aid on a long-term and continuing basis and by simplifying the procedure of 

the granting and effective and expeditious disbursement of aid. 

(I).3) Arrangemerrts for forecasting and, if possible, forestalling debt crises will 

be improved. Developed countries will help in preventing such crises by providing 

assistance on appropriate terms and conditions, and developing countries by 

undertaking sound policies of debt management. Where difficulties do arise, the 

courrtries concerned will stand ready to deal reasonably with them within the 

framework of an appropriate forum in co-operation with the international 

institutions concerned, drawing upon the full range of the available methods 

including, as may be required, measures such as arrangements for rescheduling 

and refinancing of existing debts on appropriate •terms and conditions. 

(U9) The volume of resources made available through multilateral institutions 

for financial and technical assistance will be increased to the fullest extent 

possible and techniques will be evolved to enable them to fulfil their role in 

the most effective manner. 

(5C) Developing countries will adopt appropriate measures for inviting, 

stimulating and making effective use of foreign private capital, taking into 

account the areas in which such capital should be sought and bearing in mind the 

importance for its attraction of conditions conducive to sustained, investment. 

Developed countries, on their part, will consider adopting further measures 七о 

encourage the flow of private capital to developing countries. Foreign private 

investmerrt in developing countries should be undertaken in a manner consistent 

with 七 h e development objectives and priorities established in their national 

plans. Foreign private investors in developing countries should endeavour 

七о provide for an increase in the local share in management and administration, 

employment and training of local labour, including personnel at the managerial 

and technical levels, participation of local capital and reinvestment of profits. 

Efforts will Ъе made 七о foster better understanding of the rights and obligations 

of both host and capital-exporting countries, as well as of individual investors. 

( 5 1 ) i
n
 七 h e context of the search for appropriate means for dealing with the 

problem of disruption of developmen七 arising from adverse movements in the export 

proceeds of developing countries,七he International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development has been requested 七о pursue its efforts at working out a scheme of 

supplementary financing. The Bank is invited to give further consideration to 

七 h e adoption of supplementary financial measures at the earliest practicable 

opportunity. 



(52) As soon as adequate experience is available on the working of the scheme of 

Special Drawing Rights, serious consideration will Ъе given to the possibility of 

the establishment of a link between the allocation of new reserve assets under the 

scheme and the provision of additional development finance for the benefit of all 

developing countries. The question will, in any case, Ъе examined before the 

allocation of Special Drawing Rights in 1972. 

k. Invisibles including; shipping 

(55) The objective is to promote, Ъу national and international action, the earnings 

of developing countries from invisible trade and to minimize the net outflow of 

foreign exchange from those countries arising from invisible transactions, including 

shipping. In pursuance of the objective, action should Ъе taken, inter alia, in the 

following areas, Ъу Governments and international organizations and, where 

necessary，appropriately involving liner conferences, shippers
1

 councils and other 

relevant bodies: 

(a) The principle that the national shipping lines of developing countries 

should be admitted as full members of liner conferences operating 

in their national maritime trade and have an increasing and substantial 

participation in the carriage of cargoes generated by their foreign trade should 

Ъе implemented in the Decade; 

(b) Further, Governments should invite liner conferences to consider 

favourably, fairly and on equal terms applications of the national shipping lines, 

in particular of developing countries, for admission as full members to way-port 

trades related to these countries
!

 own foreign trade, subject to the rights and 

obligations of conference membership, as provided in paragraph k
9
 section II, of 

resolution 12 (IV) of b May 1 9 了 a d o p t e d by the Committee on Shipping; 

(c) In order that the developing countries have an increasing and substantial 

participation in the carriage of maritime cargoes, and recognizing the need to 

reverse the existing trend whereby the share of the developing countries in the 

world merchant fleet has been declining instead of increasing, developing countries 

should Ъе enabled to expand their national and multinational merchant marines 

through the adoption of such measures as may Ъе appropriate to permit their 

shipowners to compete in the international freight market and thus contribute to 

a sound development of shipping• 

7/ Official Records of the Trade and Development Board, Tenth Session, 
“ Supplement No. 5 (TD/B/301), p, 2 2 . — — — 一 一 — ^ ― — 



(d) It is also necessary that further improvements be made in the liner 

conference system, and all unfair practices and discrimination where such exist in 

liner conference practices should be eliminated; 

(e) In the determination and adjustment of liner freight rates, due 

consideration should be given, as is commercially possible and/or appropriate, to: 

(i) The needs of developing countries, in particular their efforts to 

promote non-traditional exports; 

(ii) The special problems of 七 h e least developed among the developing 

countries, in order to encourage and promote the import and export 

interests in these countries; 

(iii) рог七 improvements leading to a reduction of the cos七 of shipping 

operations in ports; 

(iv) Technological developments in maritime transport； 

(V) Improvements in the organization of trade; 

(f) Governments of developed countries members of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development should, upon request made by developing 

countries within 七he framework of their over-all development priorities, duly 

consider extending, directly or through international institutions, financial and 

technical assistance, including training, to developing countries to establish and 

expand, their national and multinational merchant marines, including tanker and bulk 

carrier fleets, and to develop and improve their port facilities. Within 

assistance programmes, special attention should be paid to projects, including 

training projects, for developing the shipping and ports of the least developed 

among the developing countries and for reducing their maritime transport costs; 

(
g
) The terms and conditions on which bilateral aid and commercial credit 

are available for the purchase of ships by developing countries should be kept 

under review in the light of relevant resolutions of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development, namely, Conference resolution 12 (II) of 

2k March 196S-/ and resolution 9 (IV) of U May 1970^/ adopted by the Committee on 

Shipping; 

3/ Proceedings of 七 h e United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
- S e c o n d Session, vol. I and Corr.l and ? and Add.l and 2 , Report and Annexes 

(United Nations publication, Sales No.: E.63.II.D.1Í+), p V 4 9 . 

9/ Official Records of the Trade and Development Board, Tenth Session, 

" Supplement No. ^ (TD/B/301), P-
 2 1
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(h) Freight rates, conference practices, adequacy of shipping services and 

other matters of common interest to shippers and shipowners should Ъе the subject 

of consultation between liner conferences and shippers and, where appropriate, 

shippers' councils or equivalent bodies and interested public authorities. Every 

effort should be made to encourage the institution and cperation of shippers' 

councils, where appropriate, or equivalent bodies and the establishment of 

effective consultation machinery. Such machinery should provide for consultation 

Ъу liner conferences well before publicly announcing changes in freight rates; 

(i) in view of the common interest of member countries of the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and. Development, shippers and shipowners in improving 

ports, thus lowering the cost of maritime transport and permitting reductions 

in freight rates, a concerted national and international effort should be evolved 

in the course of the Decade to promote the development and improvement of port 

facilities of developing countries; 

(j) Maritime transport costs, the level and structure of freight rates, 

conference practices, adequacy of shipping services and related matters should 

continue to be kept under review within the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development, and additional measures to attain the objective set out in this 

field should. Ъе considered within the work programme of the permanent machinery 

of the Conference. 

(5^) Reduction in the cost of insurance and reinsurance for developing countries, 

especially the foreign exchange cost, will b e brought about by appropriate 

measures, bearing in mind the risks involved, to encourage and assist the growth 

of national insurance and reinsurance markets in developing countries and the 

establishment to this end, where appropriate, of institutions in these countries 

or at the regional level. 

(55) Developing countries will expand their tourist industry through the 

building of tourist infrastructure, adoption of promotional measures and 

relaxation of travel restrictions. Developed countries will assist in this 

endeavour. They will try to avoid exchange restrictions on the travel of their 

residents 七о developing countries and, where restrictions do exist, to remove 

七 h e m as soon as practicable and to facilitate such 七 r a v e l in other ways. 



5 . special measures in favour of the least developed 
among The developing countries 

(56) While it is the objective of the Decade to achieve the rapid economic and 

social progress of all developing countries, special measures will be taken to 

enable the least developed among them to overcome their particular disabilities. 

Every possible effort will be made to ensure the sustained economic and social 

progress of these countries and to enhance their capacity to benefit fully and 

equitably from the policy measures for the Decade. Wherever necessary, 

supplementary measures will be devised and implemented at the national, 

subregional, regional and international levels. Organizations and bodies of the 

United Nations system y±ll consider initiating early in the Decade special 

programmes to alleviate the critical development problems of the least developed 

among the developing countries; developed countries will assist in the 

implementation of these programmes. 

( 5 7 ) concerted efforts will be made early in the Decade by developed countries 

and international organizations through their programmes of technical assistance 

and through financial aid, including grants and/or exceptionally soft loans, to 

meet the needs of the least developed among the developing countries and designed 

to enhance their absorptive capacity. In particular, attention will be paid to . 

overcoming their problem of the scarcity of indigenous technical and managerial 

cadres, to building economic and social infrastructure, to the exploitation by 

these countries of their natural resources and to assisting them in the task of 

formulating and implementing national development plans. 

( 5 8 ) special measures vill be taken early in the Decade by national and 

international organizations to improve the capacity of the least developed among 

the developing countries to expand and diversify their production structure so as 

to enable them to participate fully in international trade. Moreover, in the 

field of primary commodities, special consideration 妃 i l l be given to commodities 

of interest to these countries and, in concluding commodity agreements, the 

interest of these countries will receive due attention. In the field of 

manufactures and semi-manufactures, measures in favour of developing countries 

〜;ill be so devised as to allow the least developed among developing countries to 

Ъе in a position to derive equitable benefits from such measures. Particular 



consideration vill be given to the question of including in the general system 

of preferences products of export interest to these countries. Special attention 

vill also Ъе paid by developed countries and international organizations to the 

need of these countries to improve the quality of their production for export as 

well as of marketing techniques in order to enhance their competitive position 

in vorld markets. These countries, in co-operation with other developing 

countries, will intensify their efforts for subregional and regional co-operation, 

and the developed countries vill facilitate their task through technical 

assistance and favourable financial and trade policy measures. 

6. Special measures in favour of the land-locked developing countries 

(59) National and international financial institutions will accord appropriate 

attention to the special needs of land-locked developing countries in extending 

adequate financial and technical assistance to projects designed for the 

development and improvement of the transport and communications infrastructure 

needed by these countries, in particular of the transport modes and facilities 

most convenient to them and mutually acceptable to the transit and land-locked 

developing countries concerned. All States invited to become parties to the 

Convention on Transit Trade of Land-locked States of 8 July 1 9 6 ^ ' which have not 

already done so， will investigate the possibility of ratifying or acceding to it 

at the earliest possible date. Implementation of measures designed to assist the 

land-locked countries in overcoming the handicaps of their land-locked position 

should take into account the relevant decisions and resolutions which have been 

or may be adopted in the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 

7 . Science and technology 

(60) Concerted efforts will be made by the developing countries, with appropriate 

assistance from the rest of the norld community^ to expand their capability to 

apply science and technology for development so as to enable the technological 

gap to be significantly reduced. 

10/ united Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 597 (1967), Wo. 86Ul. 



(61) Developing countries will continue to increase their expenditure on research 

and development and will endeavour to attain, Ъу the end of the Decade, a minimum 

average level equivalent to 0.5 per cent of their gross product. They will 

endeavour to inculcate, among their people, an appreciation of the scientific 

approach which will influence all their development policies. The research 

programme will be oriented to the development of technologies that are in line 

with the circumstances and requirements of individual countries and regions. They 

will put particular stress on applied research and seek to develop the basic 

infrastructure of science and technology. 

(62) Full international co-operation will Ъе extended for the establishment, 

strengthening and promotion of scientific research and technological activities 

which have a bearing on the expansion and modernization of the economies of 

developing countries. Particular attention will Ъе devoted to fostering 

technologies suitable for these countries. Concentrated research efforts will be 

made in relation to selected problems the solutions to which can have a catalytic 

effect in accelerating development. Assistance will also be provided for building 

up and, as appropriate, for expanding and improving research institutions in 

developing countries, especially on a regional or sub-regional basis. Efforts 

will be made to promote close co-operation between the scientific work and staff 

of the research centres in developing countries and between those in developed and 

developing countries. 

(65) Within the framework of their individual aid and technical assistance 

programmes, developed countries will substantially increase their aid for the 

direct support of science and technology in developing countries during the Decade. 

Consideration will Ъе given to the question of setting a target equivalent to a 

specified percentage of the gross national product of developed countries at the 

time of the first biennial review, taking fully into account the relevant factors. 

Moreover the developed countries will, in their research and development programmes 

assist in seeking solutions to the specific problems of developing countries and 

for this purpose will endeavour to provide adequate resources. Serious 

consideration will be given during the first biennial review to the question of 

setting a specified target in this field. Developed countries will make all 

efforts to incur in developing countries a significant proportion of their research 



and development expenditure on specific problems of developing countries• In 

co-operation with the developing countries, developed countries will continue to 

explore the possibility of locating some of their research and development projects 

in developing countries. Private foundations, institutions and organizations will 

Ъе encouraged to provide further assistance for expanding and diversifying research 

activities of benefit to developing countries. In relation to their aid and 

investment policies, developed countries will assist developing countries in 

identifying technologies which are appropriate for their circumstances and in 

avoiding the utilization of scarce resources for inappropriate technologies. 

(64) Developed and developing countries and competent international organizations 

will draw up and implement a programme for promoting the transfer of technology 

to developing countries, which will include, inter alia, the review of 

international conventions on patents， the identification and reduction of obstacles 

to the transfer of technology to developing countries, facilitating access to 

patented and non-patented technology for developing countries under fair and 

reasonable terms and conditions, facilitating the utilization of technology 

transferred to developing countries in such a manner as to assist these countries 

in attaining their trade and evelopment objectives, the development of technology 

suited to the productive structures of developing countries and measures to 

accelerate the development of indigenous technology. 

8. Human development 

(65) Those developing countries which consider that their rate of population 

growth hampers their development will adopt measures which they deem necessary in 

accordance with their concept of development. Developed countries, consistent 

with their national policies, will upon request provide support through the supply 

of means for family planning and further research. International organizations 

concerned will continue to provide, when appropriate, the assistance that may be 

requested by interested Governments. Such support or assistance will not Ъе a 

substitute for other forms of development assistance. 

(66) Developing countries will make vigorous efforts to improve labour force 

statistics in order to Ъе able to formulate realistic quantitative targets for 

employment. They will scrutinize their fiscal， monetary, trade and other 



policies -with a view to promoting both employment and growth. Moreover, for 

achieving these objectives they will expand their investment through a fuller 

mobilization of domestic resources and an increased flow of assistance from 

abroad. Wherever a choice of technology is available, developing countries will 

seek to raise the level of employment by ensuring that capital-intensive technology 

is confined to uses in which it is clearly cheaper in real terms and more 

efficient. Developed countries will assist in this process by adopting measures 

to bring about appropriate changes in the structures of international trade. As 

part of their employment strategy, developing countries will put as much emphasis 

as possible on rural employment and will also consider undertaking public works 

that harness manpower which would otherwise remain unutilized. These countries will 

also strengthen institutions able to contribute to constructive industrial 

relations policies and appropriate labour standards. Developed countries and 

international organizations will assist developing countries in attaining their 

employment objectives. 

(6了） Developing countries will formulate and implement educational programmes 

taking into account their development needs. Educational and training programmes 

will Ъе so designed as to increase productivity substantially in the short run 

and to reduce waste. Particular emphasis will Ъе placed on teacher-training 

programmes and on the development of curriculum materials to Ъе used Ъу teachers. 

As appropriate, curricula will Ъе revised and new approaches initiated in order 

to ensure at all levels expansion of skills in line with the rising tempo of 

activities and the accelerating transformations brought about Ъу technological 

progress. Increasing use will Ъе made of modern equipment, mass media and new 

teaching methods to improve the efficiency of education. Particular attention 

will be devoted to technical training, vocational training and retraining. 

Necessary facilities will Ъе provided for improving the literacy and technical 

competence of groups that are already productively engaged as well as for adult 

education. Developed countries and international institutions will assist in 

the task of extending and improving the systems of education of developing 

countries, especially by making available some of the educational inputs in short 

supply in many developing countries and by providing assistance to facilitate the 

flov of pedagogic resources among them. 



(68) Developing countries vill establish at least a minimum programme of hea1th 

facilities comprising an infrastructure of institutions, including those for 

medical training and research for bringing basic medical services within the 

reach of a specified proportion of their population by the end of the Decade. 

These "will include basic health services for the prevention and treatment of 

diseases and. for the promotion of hea 1th. Each developing country will endeavour 

to provide an adequate supply of potable water to a specified proportion of its 

population, both urban and rural, y±th a viev to reaching a minimum target by 

the end of the Decade. Efforts of the developing countries to raise their levels 

of health will be supported to the maximum feasible extent by developed countries, 

particularly through assistance in the planning of health promotion strategy and 

the implementation of some of its segments, including research, training of 

personnel at all levels and supply of equipment and medicines. A concerted 

international effort v/ill be made to mount a world-wide campaign to eradicate by 

the end of the Decade， from as many countries as possible， one or more diseases 

that still seriously afflict people in many lands. Developed countries and 

international organizations vill assist 七 h e developing countries in their health 

planning and in the establishment of health institutions. 

(69) Developing countries will adopt policies consistent vith their agricultural 

and health programmes in an effort towards meeting their nutritional requirements. 

These "will include development and production of high-protein foods and 

development and vider use of nev forms of edible protein. Financial and 

technical assistance, including assistance for genetic research, will be extended 

to them by developed countries and international institutions. 

(7〇） Developing countries will adopt suitable national policies for involving 

children and youth in the development process and for ensuring that their needs 

are met in an integrated manner. 

(71) Developing countries will take steps to provide improved housing and related 

community facilities in both urban and rural areas, especially for low-income groups 

They will also seek to remedy the ills of unplanned urbanization and to undertake 

necessary town planning. Particular effort "will be made to expand low-cost housing 

through both public and private programmes and on a self-help basis，and also 

through co-operatives, utilizing as much as possible local ra-w materials and 

labour-intensive techniques• Appropriate international assistance will be 

provided for this purpose. 



(72) Governments will intensify national and international efforts to arrest the 

deterioration of the human environment and to take measures towards its improvement, 

and to promote activities that will help to maintain the ecological balance on which 

human survival depends. 

9 . Expansion and diversification of production 

(了 5 ) Developing countries will take specific steps to augment production and 

improve productivity in order to provide goods and services necessary for raising 

levels of living and improving economic viability. While this will be primarily 

their own responsibility, production policies will be carried out in a global 

context designed to achieve optimum, utilization of world resources, benefiting both 

developed and developing countries. Further research will be undertaken^ by the 

international organizations concerned, in the field.of optimal international division 

of labour to assist individual countries or groups of countries in their choice of 

production and trading structures. Depending on the social and economic structure 

arid particular characteristics of individual countries, consideration will be given 

to the role which the public sector and co-operatives might play in augmenting 

production. 

(7^) Full exercise by developing countries of permanent sovereignty over their 

natural resources will play an important role in the achievement of the goals and 

objectives of the Second United Nations Development Decade. Developing countries 

will take steps to develop the full potential of their natural resources. Concerted 

efforts will be made, particularly through international assistance, to enable them 

to prepare an inventory of natural resources for their more rational utilization in 

all productive activities. 

(75) Developing countries will formulate, early in the Decade, appropriate strategies 

for agriculture (including animal husbandry, fisheries and forestry) designed to 

secure a more adequate food supply from both the quantitative and qualitative 

viewpoints
;
 to meet their nutritional and industrial requirements, to expand rural 

employment and to increase export earnings. They will undertake, as appropriate, 

reform of land, tenure systems for promoting both social justice and farm efficiency. 

They will adopt the necessary measures for providing adequate irrigation, fertilizers, 

improved varieties of seeds and suitable agricultural implements. They will also 

take steps to expand the infrastructure of marketing and storage facilities and. the 



network of agricultural extension services. They will make increasing provision 

for the supply of rural credit to farmers• They vill encourage co-operatives for 

the organization of many of these activities. They vill adopt appropriate 

agricultural pricing policies as a complementary instrument for implementing their 

agricultural strategies. Developed countries will support this endeavour by-

providing resources to developing countries for obtaining the essential inputs, 

through assistance in research and for the building of infrastructure and by-

taking into account in their trade policies the particular needs of developing 

countries. International organizations will also provide appropriate support. 

(76) Developing countries will take parallel steps to promote industry in order 

to achieve rapid expansion, modernization and diversification of their economies. 

They will devise measures to ensure adequate expansion of the industries that 

utilize domestic ray materials， that supply essential inputs to both agriculture 

and other industries^ and that help to increase export earnings, They will seek 

to prevent the emergence of unutilized capacity in industries, especially through 

regional groupings wherever possible. Developed countries and international 

organizations vill assist in the industrialization of developing countries through 

appropriate means. 

(77) Developing countries will ensure adequate expansion of th,eir basic 

infrastructure by enlarging their transport and communication facilities and• 

their supplies of energy. As appropriate, they "will seek to achieve this purpose 

through regional and subregional groupings. International financial and technical 

assistance will be extended in support of their endeavour. 

10. Plan formulation- and implementation 

(78) Developing countries vill, as appropriate, establish or strengthen their 

planning mechanisms, including statistical services, for formulating and 

implementing their national development plans during the Decade. They vill 

ensure that their development plans are both realistic and ambitious enough to 

have an impact on the imagination of the people, internally consistent, and 

widely understood and accepted. Every effort will be made to secure the active 

support and participation of all segments of the population in the development ‘ 

process. They will pay special attention to the orientation and organization of 



their public administration at all levels for both the effective formulation and 

implementation of their development plans. "Where necessary^ they will seek 

international assistance in carrying out their planning tasks• 

D. REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF BOTH OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 

(79) Appropriate arrangements are necessary to keep under systematic scrutiny the 

progress towards achieving the goals ,and objectives of the Decade - to identify 

shortfalls in their achievement and the factors which account for them and to 

recommend positive measures, including nev goals and policies as needed. Such 

revie-ws and appraisals vill be carried out at various levels, involving both 

developing and developed countries, keeping in viev the need for streamlining the 

existing machinery and avoiding unnecessary duplication or proliferation of reviev 

activities. 

(80) At the national level, each developing country vill, where appropriate, 

establish evaluation machinery or strengthen the existing one and, vhenever 

necessary, seek international assistance for this purpose. Particular attention 

•will be devoted to improving and strengthening national programming and statistical 

services. 

(81) For appraisals at the regional level, regional economic commissions and the 

United Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut, in co-operation vith- regional 

development banks and subregional groupings, and with the assistance of other 

organizations of the United Nations system, vill assume the main responsibility. 

(82) The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the United Nations 

Industrial Eevelopment Organization and the specialized agencies of the United 

Nations "will continue to review progress in their respective sectors according to 

the procedures already established and to be adapted as necessary. 

( 8 3 ) An over-all appraisal of the progress in implementing the International 

Development Strategy vill be made by the General Assembly, through the Economic 

and Social Council, on the basis of the above-mentioned reviews and of comments 

and recommendations, within the framevork of a specific mandate, by the Committee 

for Development Planning. In order to assist in this task, the Secretary-General 

vill prepare and submit appropriate documentation and reports. The over-all 

appraisal -will be made biennially, the second biennial appraisal being in the 

nature of a mid-term reviev. 



E . MOBILIZATION OF PUBLIC OPINION 

(84) An essential part of the vork during the Decade will consist of the 

mobilization of public opinion in both developing aad developed countries in 

support of the objectives and policies for the Decade. Governments of the more 

advanced countries will continue and intensify their endeavour to deepen public 

understanding of the interdependent nature of the development efforts during the 

Decade - in particular of the benefits accruing to them from international 

co-operation for development - and of the need to assist the developing countries 

in accelerating their economic and social progress. The efforts which developing 

countries themselves are raaking to meet the requirements of their economic and 

social progress need to be more clearly and more generally made known in developed 

countries. Similarly, Governments of the developing countries will continue to 

make people at all levels aware of the benefits and' sacrifices involved and to 

enlist their full participation in achieving the objectives of the Decade. The 

mobilization of public opinion has to be the responsibility mainly of national 

bodies. Governments may give consideration to the establishment of new national 

bodies or to strengthening the existing ones designed to mobilize public opinion, 

and, as a long-term measure, to give increasing development orientation to the 

educational curricula. Considering that leadership can make a significant 

contribution to the mobilization of public opinion, the formulation of concrete 

aims by the competent authorities is indispensable. The role of the organizations 

of the United Nations system will be to assist the various national information 

media, in particular by supplying adequate basic information from which these 

media may draw both substance and inspiration for their work. There is also an 

urgent need for increasingly co-ordinating the information activities already-

being undertaken by many organizations "within the United Nations system. The 

inforœation stemming from international sources will be aimed primarily at 

strengthening the sense of interdependence and partnership implicit in the concept 

of the Decade. 

188Зrd plenary meetir.p：, 
2红 OctobejT'lVfÔ'. 
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N E W Y O R K 

ExecuTive OFFICE OF THE SEC«ETAWY-<SEN丨BAL 

CABINET OU 

OR 311/653(13)
 5 0

 November 1970 

Sir, ч \ / 

Pursuant to Economic and Social Council^xeBdJ^tion 1553 (XLIX) 

of 30 July 1970, I have the honour to request jou to transmit to 

your Government the attached questionnaire f o r 4 h e study on regional 

structures. The questionnaire, with its introduction, is self-

explanatory. It relates to regional organs of the specialized 

agencies as well as of the United Nations itself, and it is my hope 

that your Government will consider it at the highest policy level. 

Since many ministries and offices may be concerned, several copies 

of the questionnaire are p c l o s e d in order to facilitate the necfessary 

inter-ministerial ccHisultations. 

w i
t h i n the United Nations, the four regional economic commissions 

a n d
 the Unitedrmuions Economic and Social Office in Beirut (UNESOB) 

are the princijW. Jegional organs in the field of econanic and social 

developmefat. I am confident that your Government, in replying to 

the questionnaire, will bear in mind the desire repeated^ expressed 

Ъу the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the 

regional econcmic commissions themselves, as well as the suggestions 

made by such bodies as the Committee on the Reorganization of the 

Secretariat and the Joint Inspection Unit, that the commissions should 



U N I T E D N A T I O N S N A T I O N S U N I E S 

be strengthened and their role in operational programmes enhanced. 

In considering ways of utilizing more fully the capacity of the 

United Nations in the Second Development Decade
5
 your Government may-

wish to bear in mind the need to make more effective use of the services 

which the regional economic commissions and UNESOB can render to their 

members, with due regard to avoiding duplication with the role of the 

specialized agencies in operational activities. 

In accordance with the Council's resolution r e f e ^ e d to above, 
С / . 

the answers to the questionnaire should be sent by Governments to their 

respective regional economic commissions
э
 whose executive secretaries 

have been requested to prepare reports on the íasís of the answers 

received and to submit these reports to thp e^imlbsions at their next 

sessions. It would, therefore, be appreciated if your Government, as a 

member of the Econcmic Commission for Europe, would be good enough to 
； I \ 

send its reply so as to reach the fol!bew|Ag by 15 January 1971: 
Mr. Janez

#
Stanovnik 

Executive Secretary 
Economic Commission for Europe 
Palais des Nations 
C l ^ l ^ l Geneva. 1С 

Z飞 w i t z erland 
€ J 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
z:®•〜 、：.， 

U Thant 
Secretary-General 



UNITED NATIONS 

DEPAETMERT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

QUESTIOMAIRE FOR THE STUDY ON REGIONAL STRUCTUEES 

Introduction 

Authority 

1. The attached questionnaire has been prepared by the Secretary-General in 

response to the request contained in resolution 1553 (ХЫХ) of the Economic and 

Social Council, which reads as follows: 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

Considering the note by the Secretary-General on the terms of 
reference and financial implications of the proposed preparatory study on 
regional structures, */ 

Emphasizing the necessity of taking into full consideration the views 
of thiTstates of the respective regions individually and collectively vithin 
the framework of their regional economic commissions, 

• Bearing in mind the fact that problems of regional co-operation vary 

from one region to another, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in consultation with 
other organizations of the United Nations system a questionnaira on the 
various aspects of regional structure and to forward it to the Governments 
of Member States vith the request that they send their answers to t.heir 
respective regional economic commissions; 

2. Bequests the executive secretaries of the regional economic 
commissions to prepare reports on the basis of the answers to the 
questionnaire and to submit them to the regional economic commissions at 
their next annual session in order to elicit comments from Governments; 

*J Е/АС.24/Ь.ЗТ9« This Bote read in part as follows: 

"1, The existing regional structures are ths result of decisions taken 
over a long period of years of the Council and the General Assembly and the。 
legislative organs of the specialized agencies and are based on a variety of 
political and substantive considerations. To bring about a rationalization 
of these structures will inevitably require a long process of discussion and 
negotiation at the governmental level. 

"2. In order to prepare the ground for E(X)SOC consideration of this 
complex question, the Secretary-General proposes to arrange for a^thorough 
study of all aspects of rationalization of regional structures..." 



5 . Requests also the Director of the United Nations Economic and Social 

Office in—Beirut to prepare a report on the basis of the answers to the 

questionnaire received froai Governnients covered by the Office and to submit 

it to the Secretary-General; 

i“ Further requests the Executive secretaries of the regional economic 

coi7miÍ£¡ioñrtoltóáir their reports, together with the comments of 

Governments, to the Secretary-General; 

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the Council as 
early as later than at its fifty-second session the results 

of the preliminary inquiry and to recomiaend concrete measures. 

Background 

2 . In framing this questionnaire, the Secretary-General has taken into account, 

after consultations ^ith the executive heads of the specialized agencies and other 

organizations of the United Nations system, the executive secretaries of the 

regional economic corr.missions, and the Director of the United Nations Economic and 

Social Office in Beirut, inter alia, the following developments that immediately 

preceded, the adoption of resolution 1553 ( X L K ) . 

5 . The question of rationalization of the regional arrangements and structures 

of the United Nations system has been thrown into sharp relief by the Study on the 

Capacity of the United Nations Developraent System. The Study "does not provide 

for. any formal structure at the regional level at the present time. This does 

not imply lack of awareness of the importance of the regional or sub-regional 

approaches or of decentralization to regionel or sub-regional levels, but a 

reluctant recognition that the heterogeneity of current arrangements for regional 

representation of the various components of the United Nations development 

system totally precludes, in present circumst
3
nces, any effective means towards 

integration of the various elements making up United Nations development 

co-operation, vhich the Study considers imperative for the expansion of 

capacity..." (DP/5, chapter VII, paragraph 112). 

k . At the sixth session of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, the 

Secretaxy-General proposed to arrange for a study on regional structures. The 

Committee formulated its comments as f o l l o w : "A study of the administrative and 

substantive aspects of regional organizations should cover the role of the regional 

economic commissions, their progress and impediments to progress in fostering 



economic co-operation and integration as veil as their part in technical assistance 

and pre-investment activities. It should also examine the relations between the 

commissions and regional and sab-regional groupings, both economic and political 

outside the United Nations system, in addition to reviewing their prospective 

functions in respect of the Second United Nations Development Decade." 

(E/4877， para. 2k) 

5. After consideration of the Capacity Study, the Governing Council of UNDP 

invited the Economic and Social Council "to consider at its forthcoming summer 

session arranging an immediate inquiry into problems of the regional and 

sub-regional structures within the United Nations system vhieh bave a bearing 

on thp improvement of the capacity of the United Nations development system"• 

(para. 67 of Consensus) 

6 . When the matter was considered at the Joint Meetings of ACC and CPC, on 

2-3 July 1970, a general agreement ves expressed "that the present regional 

structures vere not ideal and a much greater degree of uniformity could Ъе 

achieved...". "It vas, hovrnver, pointed out that the subject vas a complex one 

involving the definition of geographical, cultural, and economic 'regions'. 

In some instances, specific technical considerations had to be taken into 

account, vhile in another the nature of the organization which was based on 

international agreements vould require a transitional period vere it to Ъе 

modified." (E/U886, paras. 20-21) 

Functional requirements 

7
.

 T
h e existing regional arrangements vithin the United Nations system are set 

out in tabular fonn in the annexes referred to in paragraph 13- The essential 

aim must Ъе to enhance the effectiveness of regional arrangements so as to 

respond in greater measure to the needs and wishes of the countries belonging to 

the regions vhich these arrangements are designed to serve. The veiy objective 

of effectiveness may, however, require departures from a unifora pattern X/ -

I / “ 7 1 . , the World Bank Group has tvo Perraanent Missions in A f r i c a (Eastern 
¿

 Africa » Nairobi, Western Africa - Abidjan) broadly reflecting linguistic 
situations. These missions, besides being responsible for developing closer 
ties between the Bank and African member Governments, can, on^request, help 
those Governments to identify and prepare projects for Bank financing in the 
agriculture, education and transportation sectors. 



for example, in cases viiere physical or technical factors dictate arrangements 

which bear no necessary relationship to political, economic, or cultural 

affinities, or again in such fields as epidemiology which may involve special 

groupings of countries for concerted or complementary activities. Beyond 

geographic structures end physical arrangements, attention must also be devoted 

to the functions of the regional structures and the relationships among them. 

Constitutional obligations 

8. In addition, certain regional structures are provided for in the 

constitutions of certain organizations or in international agreements， including 

elections to offices on the basis of regional quotas, and these could only be 

modified by amending these international instruments in accordance with the 

2/ 
procedures therein provided for the purpose.—' 

Regional organizations outside the United Nations system 

9. As indicated in paragraph 1+ above, the Committee for Programme and 

Co-ordination has dravn attention to the role of regional and 6ub-regional 

groupings, political and economic, outside the United №'tions system. The 

activities of such groupings may be of relevance to the rationalization of 

regional arrangements for the activities of the United Natione organizations in 

the economic and social fields and are, therefore, factors which the members of 

such groupings may wieh to bear in mind in preparing their replies. 

Aims of the questionnaire 

10. The existing geographic structural arrangements of the United Nation? and 

the specialized agencies for carrying out activities at the regional level, 

including policy formulation and operational activities, have been established 

over a period of years-and shaped by constitutional requiremente, policy 

2/ Thus, in the field of health, whereas the delineation of geographical areas 
… a n d the location of regional offices are decided upon by the WHO legislative 

and executive organs) the existence and nature and functions of the regional 
organizations comprising WFO are provided for in the Constitution of that 
organization. Particular arrangements exist for WHO'S region of the 
Americas, under the provisions of Article ^ of the WHO Constitution and of 
the agreement between WHO and the Pan American Health Organization, signed 
on 2k May 19^9. (See also paragraph 7 above〉 



decisions and. practical necessities. These arrangements lack uniforaity and it is 

generally acknowledged ttet, vieved as a whole, they involve certain practical 

disadvantageB. Cne of the purposes of the questionnaire^ therefore, is to 

ascertain Governments
1

 views on the desirability,of chan
3
ee in geographical 

structигев and on what basis such changes should be made. 

11. However, eignificant imprcvements would be possible through arrangements 

among the regional intergovernmental bodies of the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies and among the respective secretariats without these 

necessarily having to be accompanied by geographic structural changes. 

Therefore, a no less important purpose of this questionnaire is to ascertain 

what improvements might be introduced in these working relationships. 

Relevant documentation 

12. It may be of assistance to Governments in preparing their replies to the 

questionnaire to refer to the description of regional arrangements contained in 

the report of the ACC on Co-ordination at the Regional Level (E/U555 and Add.l), 

.a copy of which is appended for convenience of reference as well es to the report 

on "the clear and compreheneive picture" prepared for the ECPC (E/AC.51/GR/L.6, 

Chapter I) and Appendix Three to the Capacity Study (ГР/5). So far ав the 

United Nations is concerned, reference is made to the relevant resolutions of the 

General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council dealing vlth the role of 

the regional economic commissions 

X3. In order to facilitate the task of Governments in replying to the 

questionnaire in the light of the existing situation, the following information, 

including charts and map% is appended : 

(a) Mamberehip of the United Nations and the specialized agencies; 

(b) Membership of the regional economic commissions; 

(c) Chart of the location of headquarters of regional economic commissions, 

regional, eub-regional end area offices of the specialized agencies and 

United Nations programmes, 

ifeterial covering the memberehip of regional organizations, committees and 

conference в of the specialized agencies vill be f w a r d e d to Governments as soon 

as possible. 

T j l a u d i n g General Assembly resolutions 17。9 (XVI) anâ 1925 (XVII) and 

Council resolutions 973 (XXX) and lliU2 (XLVIl). 



QUESTIOMAIIŒ 

X . what is your Government' s view of present regional arrangements and structures 

of the United Nations, its subsidiary organs and of the specialized agencies?-

2 . What modification, if any, including changes in the definition of regional 

groupings and the location of regional centres of such groupings would your 

Government suggest? Unless your Govermuent favours the delineation of 

identical regional groupings for all organizations in the United Nations 

system, please difierentiate, taking into account paragraphs 7 a M 8 of the 

Introduction, between modifications desired in arrajigements for: 

(a) General purposes, over-all economic and social purposes, and 

(b) Special purposes, e.g., special technical fields such as civil aviation, 

telecommunications and meteorology, 

3 . Should there be one or several centres of activities of the United Nations, 

its subsidiary organs and of the specialized, agencies in the region (a) for 
д/ 

general purposes; (b) for special purposes? 

lu Does your Government favour action at the sub-regional level for the 

different purposes mentioned above? VJhat are your Government's suggestions 

in this regard? 

5 . what steps would your Government favour to obtain greater co-ordination in 

international activities at the regional level vith special reference to the 

objectives contained in the International Development Strategy for the 

Second United Nations Development Decade (General Assembly resolution 

2б2б (XXV))? 

6. What measures vould your Governnent favour to ensure fuller implementation 

o f t h e
 General ^sse.bly and ECOSOC resolutions bearing on the enhancement of 

the role of the regional economic conmissions, particularly ECOSOC 

resolution lkb2 (XLVII)? 

7
. Paragraph

 5
 of the Consensus states that "it is recognized that the 

G o v e r m e n t of the country concerned has the exclusive responsibility 

for fnrtnulating its national develop^nt
 P

细 or priorities ал<1 objectives. 

工 d e v e l o p i n g countries
 S
ho.-ld have, at their re^ueet, assistance 

1/
 P l e a s

. refer bo material listed in paragraph of the Introduction. 



from the United Nations, including the regional economic ccramissions and 

the United Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut) in the genere1 

field of planning and from the specialized agencies in sectoral planning". 

In the light of the above, what are your Government
1

 s suggestions 

regarding the way in which the regional secretariats should play a more 

active part in the United Nations dsvelopment co-operation cycle, as 

described in the Consensus (ЕД83^), in particular with respect to 

assisting in the planning and programming of technical co-operation 

country programmes 

What suggestions does your Government have in. order to achieve closer 

co-operation and co-ordination between the regional secretariats and the 

specialized agencies in the planning and implementation of their respective 

work programmes including, where appropriate, the formulation of joint 

regional development programmes and in the joint preparation of sectoral and 

intersectoral undertakir^s? 

At present the regional economic commissions participate regularly in 

régional conferences as veil as technical meetings organized by specialized 

agencies and vice-versa. In addition to such existing arrangements, vould 

your Government favour periodic discussions in the regional economic 

commissions, in co-operation with the specialized agencies concerned, of 

breed sectoral topics with a view to promoting a closer relationship 

between sectoral policies and activities and over-all regional development 

policies? 

In so far as the relations between regional structures of the United Nations 

system and the regional organizations not directly within that system are 

relevant to the purposes of this inquiry, has your Government views on 

this subject that it wishes to express? 

See also the report of the meetings of the executive secretaries of the 
regional economic commissions held in 1970 (E/U859， paras. 52-37). 
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Addendum 

The Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the General Assembly, as 

mentioned in paragraph k of document A/8055， a preliminary memorandum forwarded 

by the World Health Organization on 20 October 1970, in connexion with the study 

requested Ъу the General Assembly in resolution 2红5〇（XXIII) of 19 December 1 9 6 8 

and with the preliminary report on human rights and scientific and technological 

developments prepared under paragraph 2 of that resolution by the Secretary-General 

(E/CN.i+/l028 and Add.l-；, ^ddo/Corr Add Л and 5)-
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HEALTH ASPECTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS M D SCIENTIFIC AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

(Preliminary memorandum Ъу the World Health Organization) 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The policies and programmes of the World Health Organization (WHO) are based 

on the recognition and acceptance of health as a fundamental human right. They 

are designed to make available to all peoples the benefits which are inherent in 

that concept• 

2. Recent advances in science and technology have contributed to the improvement 

of health of individuals and communities and, de spite occasional disappointments 

arising from failure or misuse of these technical advances, great progress has 

been made• 

3. Ш〇 welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the preliminary study of the 

subject which the General Assembly is undertaking at its twenty-fifth session. 

工 工 . T H E UN工TED NATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

k. The Preamble of che СЬс.гъег of the United Nations adopted at San Francisco 

on 2.6 June 19埠5，which came into force on 2k October 19^5
5
 reaffirms the faith 

of the peoples of the worid "in fundamental human rights
5
 in the dignity and worth 

of the human person， in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large 

and small". 

5. In its recital of the purposes and principles of the United Nations， the 

Charter then postulates as a major objective the promotion and encouragement of 

"respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction 

as to race， sex， language or religion". 

6 . The Charter does not provide any itemized list of human rights
5
 but this 

lacuna is partially filled by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which 

was adopted and proclaimed by the General Assembly on 10 December 1 9 ^ -

7. The only direct references to health in the Universal Declaration 

(article 25) are phrased as follows: 



"Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the 
health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, 
clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and 
the right to security in the event of... sickness, disability... 

8 . At a much later date the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was 

complemented by extensive elaborations, in the form of two separate documents: 

the international Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. These instruments contain 

a number of provisions relevant to the present memorandum, among them article 12 

of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and 

article 6, paragraph 1, and article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights. Article 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights reads： 

’'1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right 

of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical 

and mental health. 

"2. The steps to Ъе taken by the States Parties to the present 

Covenant 七〇 achieve the full realization of this right shall include those 

necessary for: 

"(a) The provision for the reduction of the stillbirth rate and of . 

infant mortality and for the healthy development of the child; 

"(b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial 

hygiene; 

"(
c
) The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic

y
 endemic, 

occupational and other diseases; 

"(d) The creation of conditions which would assure to all medical 

service and medical attention in the event of sickness." 

Article 6
3
 paragraph 1, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights reads: 

"Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall 
Ъе protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life•“ 

Article 7 of the same Covenant reads: 

"No one shall be subjected to torture ,or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment. In particular

3
 né one shall Ъе subjected without 

his free consent to medical or scientific ¿xperimentation." 



III. THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND HEALTH AS A HUMAN RIGHT 

9. Almost in parallel with the United Nations, the Constitution of the World 

Health Organization established in 19b6 certain directing principles as "basic to 

the happiness, harmonious relations and security of all peoples". These principles 

as outlined in the Constitution, are both relevant to, and extensions of the 

United Nations objectives as regards human rights: 

"Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and 
not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. 

"The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the 
fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race, 
religion, political belief, economic or social condition. 

"The health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and 
security and is dependent upon the fullest co-operation of individuals and 
S"t â"ts s • • • 

"Thq extension to all peoples of the benefits of medical, psychological and 
related knowledge is essential to the fullest attainment of health... 

"Governments have a .responsibility for the health of their peoples which can 
Ъе fulfilled only Ъу the provision of adequate health and social measures." 

IV. CLASSIFICATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

10. The list of human rights as described in the several documents of the United 

Nations and WHO is long and comprehensive. It can be divided into two groups. 

The first is concerned with such traditional civil and political rights as: 

the right to life； liberty and the security of person^ 

freedom from slavery, 

recognition before
1

 the law, 

the right to marry and found a family, 

freedom from arbitrary interference with privacy, family, home or 

correspondence, 

freedom from torture, or from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment. 
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11• The second is' concerned with rights in the economic, social and cultural 

fields: 

the right to health 

education 

social security 

the right to work 

rest and leisure 

freedom to participate in the cultural life of the community 

12. It is the duty of governments to encourage and ensure the enjoyment of 

these rights by their peoples； and to refrain from anything which might 

restrict or derogate from that enjoyment. Therefore anything which limits эг 

impedes the enjoyment of health or the use of health services or medical 

services can Ъе interpreted as a violation or infringement of the right to 

health as expressed in the Constitution of the World Health Organization, and in 

the United Nations documents• 

15• Similarly an infringement of certain of the other human rights may, 

directly or indirectly, affect the individual^ physical, mental or social 

health, s in doing so contravene or violate two human rights - the more 

specific human right of freedom and the right to health. 

I k . From earliest times, lut particularly during the past two centuries^ 

discoveries in science and their application through technology, together 

vith developments in the health field, have benefited national economic and 

social development, and in the process have facilitated the enjoyment of human 

rights. Generally the impact of science and technological advances has been 

favourable, but the effects have sometimes been ambivalent. Every invention 

of man is capable of tieing misused or abused, but by and large society has 

exercised intelligent restraint. 

1 5 . Fears regarding the unfavourable aspects of some of these advances have 
i 

been ventilated in increasing volume through various channels during the past 

decade, but they first received intlernational attention and endorsement at the 

International Conference on Human Rights which was convened by the United Nations 

in Teheran in April/May 1966, The Conference passed a resolution (No. XI) on 

"Human Rights and Scientific and Technological Developments" which recommends that 

the organizations of the United Nations should undertake a s\ady of the problems 
which were arising. 



V. ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS W E K T Y -THIRD SIBSI。:了 

l6. Action by the General Assembly followed the Teheran Conference . Cn 

19 December 1968 resolution 2^50 (XXIII) was adopted. This resolution， after 

"Sharing the concern expressed by the (Teheran) Conference that recent 
scientific discoveries and technological advances

y
 although they open 

up vast prospects for economic， social and cultural progress
}
 may ， 

nevertheless endanger the rights and freedom of individuals and peoples 
and consequently call for constant attention". 

invited the Secretary-General in co-operation with the Advisory Committee on 

the Application of Science and Technology to development and the executive 

heads of the competent specialized agencies to carry out a study of the 

relevant problems from the following standpoints : 

(a) Respect for the privacy of individuals and the integrity and 

sovereignty of nations in the light of advances in recording and other 

techniques; 

(b) Protection of the human personality and its physical and intellectual 

integrity, in the light of advances in biology, medicine and biochemistry; 

(c ) Uses of electronics which may affect the rights of the person and the 

limits which should Ъе placed on such uses in a democratic society; 

(d) More generally, the balance which should be established between 

scièntific and technological progress and the intellectual^ spiritual， 

cultural and moral advancement of humanity. 

17• The resolution further requested the Secretary-General to prepare a 

preliminary report on the aforementioned subjects, which would be submitted 

to the Commission on Human Rights for consideration and transmitted through tbe 

Economic and Social Council to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session 

、 
VI • ACTION BY THE TWENTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

l8. The twenty-third World Health Assembly meeting in Geneva in May 197C, 

after considering General Assembly resolution (XXIII) passed resolution 

МЖ2 3 . y the relevant sections of which read as follows :-



"The Twenty-third World Health Assembly: 

"1. Recalls the long-standing co-operation between the 
Organization and the United. Nations Commissions on Human 

"2. Further recalls resolution 2^50 (XXI工工）adopted by 
General Assembly, 

World. Health 
Rights; 

the United Nations 

' • • • 

" 5 . Notes that the Director-General transmitted to the United Nations a 
preliminary memorandum on "the protection of the human personality and 
its physical and intellectual integrity, in the light of advances in 
biology, medicine and biochemistry; 

"U. Reaffirms that the right to health is a fundamental human right; 

" 5 . Considers that the health aspect of human rights in the light of 
scientific and technological progress is within the competence of the 
World Health Organization; and 

"6. Requests the Director General : 

. (a) To reaffirm to the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

the Organization's willingness to undertake responsibility for the 
preparation of a document dealing with the health aspects of human 
rights in the light of scientific and technological developments, and 

(Ъ) To study further the implications of this matter for the 
Organization and to report to the Executive Board at a future, session. 

1 9 . VJHO tas been kept informed Ъу the Secretary-General of the preliminary 

report which has been submitted through the Commission on Human Rights and 

ECСSCC to the twenty-fifth General Assembly, and is contained in documents 

E / C N A / 1 0 2 8 and Add. 1 - 5 . In form the report follows the scheme of presentation 

suggested by the General Assembly (paragraph 10 above) and deals seriatim 

with the various problems. 

2C. In discharge of the request contained in paragraph б of resolution WHA.23 Alj 

the Director-General is submitting to the Twenty-fifth General Assembly, this 

preliminary study with speciatTêference to the health and medical aspects of 

certain of the problems discussed Ъу the Secretary-General. With regard to 

"Human Rights and Scientific and Technological Developments" it is felt that 

two separate but interrelated approaches should Ъе envisaged. There is first 

the fact that an analysis of the meaning of the health aspects of human rights 

shows that there are positive elements in the concept'(such as the entitlement 

of people to enjoy a number of rights to general health and welfare and to 



benefit from certain specific services) as well as negative elements, namely 

the infringement of human rights in the field of health. 

21. Secondly, it is important that in considering scientific and technological 

advances in the health field, emphasis should Ъе placed on the great 

advantages which have accrued to many millions of people Ъу reason of their 

application, rather than concentrating attention on any concomitant 

disadvantages, or on the occasional misuse or abuse which may occur. 

VII. HEALTH ASPECTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

22. In this document comments on a selected number of subjects relevant to 

the health aspects of human rights will Ъе presented in the following order : 

1 . Respect for the privacy of individuals in the light of advances in 

recording and other techniques, including: 

(a) Electronic computers 

.(Ъ) Medical and health records 

(c) Other invasions of privacy 

2 . Protection of the human personality and its physical and intellectual 

integrity in the light of advances in biology, medicine and biochemistry 

(a) Developments in genetics 

(b) Tissue and organ transplantations 

(c) Heart transplantations 

(d) Radical medical techniques in general 

3 . Experiments on human subjects， including: 

(a) Experiments in physiology, pathology and psychology 

(b) Clinical testing of drugs 

(c) Use of chemical additives in food and potable fluids 

h-. Deterioration of the human environment 

5* Human rights aspects of the delivery of health services 

(a) Methods of provision and administration of health and medical 

services 

(b) Cost of health services and medical care 

6 . Mental health 

7 . Nutrition • 



！. Respect for the privacy of individuals in the light of advances in recording 

and, other techniques 

23. Invasions of the privacy of individuals have become more frequent in 

recent years through the use
 】

f techniques and devices vhich are the by-product 

o f
 discoveries in science and technology. They enable an individual's 

activities to Ъе recorded without his being aware of the fact, and include 

s u c h
 methods as the use of miniature microphones and clandestine photography. 

Psychological surveillance can also be carried out Ъу means of such techniques 

as the use of the polygraph； narco-analysis, blood and urine testing, etc. 

2 1 Certain of these developments have proved their usefulness in the medical 

and public health fields. The modern nursing technique of "intensive care" 

depends entirely on direct and sometimes remote s-/.tems, often electronic, for 

surveillaace and the recording of vital processes. The observation of mentally 

disordered patients is facilitated Ъу the use of polaroid glass widows in 

vards, recreation rooms, etc. Closed-circuit television is an important tool 

i n
 certain radiological techniques and in the education of members of the 

health teams. Also breath, blood and urine testing are being used either on 

a voluntary or compulsory basis in relation to motor vehicle accident 

prevention and control. These techniques and devices when applied in the health, 

and medical fields have as their objective the good of the patient or the 

individual. Any invasion of his privacy is an incidental by-product. 

(a) Electronic computers 

2 5
. one of the most heavily criticized amongst all the invaders of privacy is 

the electronic computer and the data banks vhich such invasion makes Possible. 

Computers are used increasingly by government departments, social security 

organizations, industrial undertakings, hospitals and private computer service 

enterprises. In the health fieldjt^y deal, inter alia, vith personal medical 

records, health service activities, hospital management statistics, and medical 

research data. 

26, Altogether electronic computers provide an invaluable range of services which 

h
e i p individuals, organizations, and governments, and are an essential factor 

i n
 the efficient running of m o d e m society. Yet at the same time they are the 



subject of steadily increasing criticism. Fears are also expressed about the 

confidentiality of personal medical records• All these complaints and fears 

are symptomatic of the existence of one or more human rights problems• 

(b) Medical and health records 

27• In this respect, the medical records of an individual merit special 

consideration. In practice they tend to be distributed amongst various holders -

but in the future, they will tend to be more centralized and computerized. 

Under such circumstances, they will constitute an area of special sensitivity, 

if access to them is not controlled and restricted. The sensitivity will 

perhaps Ъе greatest where records of consultations with psychiatrists or 

psychoanalysts are entered in the file* 

28. It is possible that in the future
}
 built-in protection devices in the use 

of computers will become more common, and ultimately obligatory• For the present, 

hovever, reliance is being placed on such suggested procedures as the following： 

- The institution of a "password system" giving access to the specific 

computer file in a general computer system. 

- T h e use of "social security" numbers or their equivalent instead of names• 

- C o d i n g of the name of the individual. 

29. The application of the first two procedures should minimize fears with regard 

to the confidentiality of medical records• 

(c) Other invasions of privacy 

30. There are a number of other invasions of privacy with medical or health 

implications, but only two will Ъе mentioned. They are : the use of patients as 

teaching material， a practice which is frequently regarded suspiciously Ъу the lay 

raind: and the exhibition of identifiable photographs of interesting cases in 

medical books and publications. 

51• The demonstration of patients is historically at the base of all medical 

and nursing education. One eminent physician (Lord Piatt)
y
 hovever, has expressed 

his views as follows: "demonstration of patients, when the patient is not seen to 

be a collaborator is quite barbaric*• • 工 have seen a patient wheeled in and out 

without a single word being spoken to h e r " ^ 

l/ Morals and Medicine, British Broadcasting Corporation, London, 1970， P.27* 



5 2 . On the other hand, the interested and co-operative patient can add greatly 

to the value of the demonstration. Very few patients will fail to collaborate 

if the importance and usefulness of their participation is made clear to them, 

and they are invited to co-operate. Teaching on the human subject should 

never create a problem if the patient is treated with sympathy and understanding 

Ъу teacher and students. 

33. The less common exhibition of identifiable photographs of interesting 

cases is also to be deplored, but as it is often due to careless preparation 

of the material for publication, it can easily be prevented by editorial action 

(use of masks on photos， etc.). 

2 . Protection of the human personality and its physical and intellectual 
integrity in the light of advances in biology, medicine and biochemistry 

(a) Developments in genetics 

A number of discoveries in biology have prompted writers to probe into 

the future, even though it is not yet certain whether these innovations axe 

applicable to human beings. 

35. changes in the hereditary endowment have Ъееп achieved in such organisms 

as viruses and bacteria, where the processes of "transformation" and 

"transduction" often result in the acquisition of new genetic specifities 

Ъу the organisms involved. Similar hereditary changes have Ъееп obtained also 

in mammalian cells cultured in vitro but, at present, they seem to be unstable. 

5 6 . The possibility of inducing desired changes in the genotype of human cells 

exists, but it seems quite remote at this stage of development of molecular 

genetics. The concern of some writers, that gene-manipulation is potentially 

capable of changing the human species and jeopardizing the integrity of human 

beings would seem to Ъе premature, but- thought given to future implications 

•would Ъе desirable. 

(b) Tissue or organ transplantations 

Many people die as the result of disease or injury of a particular organ 

or pair of organsj or from burns associated with excessive loss of skin. Others 

are incapacitated Ъу loss of limbs, eyes, teeth and other structures. In many 



cases lives would be saved, or the disability alleviated if a diseased or 

injured organ or tissue could Ъе replaced Ъу a functionally effective 

substitute• The types of substitute which are available are of two kinds -

mechanical substitutes (prostheses) and transplants Л^ 

38. Transplantation of skin, cartilage or bone from one site to another in the 

same person requires only skill in plastic surgery and since there is no tissue-

incompatibility, there is no immunological reaction leading to rejection of 

the transplant. Transplants from a donor to another recipient may often be 

successful in special sites - e.g. corneal transplantation. On the other 

hand, the commonest form of tissue transplant, blood transfusion， requires 

tissue compatability between donor and recipient， and this is achieved by red 

blood cell typing. In more complex tissues, like the skin or in organs such 

as the kidney^ tissue incompatibility leading to rejection of the transplant by 

the recipient, is always a major problem, except in the case of transplants 

between identicial twins. 

59• Although there has recently been some success in minimizing tissue-

incompatibility by the use of tissue typing to select appropriate donors, and 

considerable progress had been made in overcoming graft rejection by.the use of 

immunosuppressive drugs and sera, the best transplants are still those which 

are provided by blood relatives. 

^0. Transplants from cadavers are less successful (unless by chance there is 

better compatibility than with a blood relative) though they are the only 

source of unpaired organs such as the heart and liver. Transplants f^om animal 

species are so far not feasible because the immunological reaction to tissue of 

a foreign species is difficult to suppress• 

The many problems in human rights arising in organ-transplantations are best 

seen by a
;
,study of kidney transplanations of which several thousand have now 

been carried out in various parts of the world. 

Foremost amongst these problems is the question of consent by the donor 

in case a living donor is used. He is required to undergo a major operation 

and in addition loses the factor of safety and reserve provided by a second 

kidney in the event of accident to the remaining kidney. 

2/ Extract from Edwin Stevens Lecture, Royal Society of Medicine, London, 1970. 
~ Sir Michael Woodruff^ F.R.S., D.Sc.^ F.R.C.S. 



-̂З* 工"t is therefore essential that the donor should Ъе fully informed of the 

risks and that his or her consent to the sacrifice of the kidney should be 

absolutely voluntary. Since the potential donor of the most suitable kidney is 

usually a member of the family it is sometimes difficult to avoid the problem of 

whether moral pressure is being brought to bear on suitable individuals. It 

is recognized Ъу transplantation surgeons that persuasion must be avoided. 

VJith regard to the ordinary donor^ there can be no question ôf a violation 

of human rights if care is taken to ensure that the consent is personal, informed^ 

understanding and voluntary• It is doubtful whether a parent or guardian should 

give consent on behalf of a young dependent， not of legal age. It is now accepted 

that it is an infringement of human rights to take advantage of prisoners 

as donors of organs ̂  even if no special privileges' are involved. 

^-5* At the present time most kidney transplantations are made from cadaver 

donors• The removal of the kidney can Ъе effected if the deceased person has 

given his consent，or in the absence of his consent, with the authorization of 

close relatives. In many coutries， legal measures have been taken in this-

respect• 

h6. There remains the ethical question of "triage" - the selection of patients 

to receive "transplants" when transplant material, technical personnel and 

supporting services are in short supply. This problem does not raise any 

question of human rights• In the case of the individual patient the selection 

is usually made by the medical head of the transplantation service
y
 though in 

some centres it has become the practice to delegate this responsibility to a 

small committee. 

(c) Heart transplantations 

U7. Despite their rarity, heart transplantations create their own problems 

of which the time of death of the dqnor has caused the most discussion and 

controversy. Modern methods of resuscitation involving the use of artificial 

respirators enable cardiac and respiratory functions to be maintained even 

though the patient has sustained irreversible brain damage resulting in 

"brain death"• Nevertheless the viability.of the donor
f

 s he art and his 

artificially continued respiration are facts which conflict with the 

traditional criteria of death, namely the inability to maintain cardiac and 

respiratory function. 



Fear undoubtedly exists in lay circles that some over-zealous transplantation 

surgeon may operate before the donor actually dies. To eliminate this problem 

the decision as to death should Ъе made Ъу two or more physicians not concerned 

with the performance of the transplantation. 

U9. The question of a new definition of death has therefore been extensively 

discussed at conferences held under the auspices of the CIEA Foundation 

(London I966), the Council for International Organization of Medical Sciences 

(CIOMS， Geneva 1968), and the World Medical Association (Sydney, 1968). As a 

result new series of criteria have been prepared. 

5Ó. Certain governments are considering legislation establishing new criteria 

for the definition of death, but legal opinion on the subject still tends to 

await further medical action. It is felt that the criteria must first Ъе 

endorsed Ъу the medical associations representative of the profession as being 

ethically correct as well as pragmatic. 

(d) Radical medical techniques in general 

51 . Human lives can be prolonged in certain cases Ъу sophisticated and 

expensive techniques of which Renal Dialysis or the Artificial Kidney is a 

typical example. Because of their present cost and heavy demands for trained 

personnel, these techniques are not available for everyone who can benefit 

from them. 

52. Renal dialysis is to some extent an alternative to renal trans piantation 

and is applicable to the same type of patient, namely persons suffering from 

chronic uraemia. 

55. Apart from the question of who should benefit from the technique, the 

fundamental questions are those of cost, effort and personnel, and whether 

it is justifiable to allocate funds for this purpose which, if applied to the 

development and extension of less sophisticated therapeutic or preventive 

procedures, could benefit many more people. 

5红.There is nothing quite comparable to renal dialysis. The intensive 

treatment of certain types of cancer, involving multiple operations, irradiation 

and powerful cytotoxic drugs, is not nearly as expensive. Questions,- however. 



have been raised as to whether the effort and cost of these procedures is 

justifiable in incurably ill or very elderly patients. But, failure to 

provide these types of service could Ъе regarded as a denial of human rights. 

From the medical point of view, long term medical care of the elderly and 

incurable cases must continue on humanitarian grounds. 

55. The choice of patients to receive special forms of treatment such as 

renal dialysis may raise difficult ethical problems. Wherever possible 

appropriate criteria for determining choice should Ъе drawn up by the 

professional groups most intimately concerned. 

3. Experiments on human subjects 

56. In one sense a great deal of modern therapy is experimental. Standard 

courses of treatment do not always apply and the physician with a wide range 

of powerful drugs available will adjust the treatment of his patient in 

accordance vith the development of his illness. But in other circumstances, 

the human being is often used as an experimental subject. And it is these 

situations which have caused public concern. In brief, there is a feeling 

that certain experiments on human subjects are infringements of human rights. 

Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights states, 

inter alia： 

"In particular no one shall Ъе subjected without his consent to 

medical or scientific experimentation". 

57. In the present context, "experiments on human subjects" will Ъе 

considered very briefly under the three heads, which however are not intended 

to cover all the possibilities. 

(a) Experitcerrbs on human subjects in physiology, pathology and psychology 

58. There are many examples TrfHAré use of human beings to advance knowledge of 

human physiology, the subjects concerned being often the experimenter himself, 

medical students, nurses, soldiers, etc. Recorded experiments have involved 

almos七.all physiological systems - cardiovascular, respiratory, nervous, 

muscular and metabolic. 



5 9 . Pathological studies have also been made particularly in the field of 

the cotranunicable diseases. One heroic example vas the ingestion of a 

culture of cholera vibrio; another was the use of conscientious objectors 

to military service to demonstrate the ecology of the scabies mite, and to 

compare methods of treating the infestation. 

6 0 . If any of these experiments has been undertaken without the knowledge 

and consent of the subjects, it would have constituted a definite violation 

of their human rights. But in the great majority of cases the subjects 

were genuine volunteers, many of whom had a personal scientific interest in 

the experiment. In such circumstances, no question of a violation of human 

rights or of ethical misconduct could arise. 

(b) Clinical testing of druRS 

61. In recent years, there has been world-wide interest in ensuring the 

safety of the increasing number of powerful drugs. 

62. The World Health Organization has been especially active in encouraging 

and supporting these developments, and the Director-General was requested Ъу 

the 17th World Health Assembly in I96U "to undertake with the assistance 

of the { W O ) Advisory Committee on Medical Research, the formulation of 

generally accepted principles and requirements for the evaluation of the 

safety and efficacy of drugs". In compliance with this request, several 

meetings of leading experts were convened, and their reports have been the 

"basis of much subsequent activity by national governments and the pharmaceutical 

industry. 

6 3 . For the investigation of drugs, planned scientific studies involving 

both animals and man are essential. It is not always recognized that it 

is unethical to introduce into general use a drug that has been inadequately 

tested. Adherence to ethical and humanitarian principles as well as economic 

and technical considerations limit the number of subjects and the number and 

quality of organized studies on man as compared with animals. It is therefore 

important not to vaste human and economic resources. The prerequisites 

of a schema for effective drug control involves the following : 



一 pre-clinical testing in animals 

一 clinical évalua七ion on human subjects 

- a monitoring system to collect and report adverse reactions to drugs in use. 

6b. The World Health Organization^ through its advisory machinery
5
 has 

3/ 
formulated two sets of principles for the pre-clinical testing of drugs—

7 

b/ 

and for their clinical evaluation—' which have obtained a large measure of 

acceptance. Following upon a resolution of the Twenty-third World Health Assembly 

in May 197〇， it has also accepted financial responsibility for the establishment 

of a monitoring service at WHO headquarters in Geneva. 

65. With regard to clinical evaluation on human subjects， it is suggested 

that this should be done on healthy adults
?
 patients suffering from the 

disease against which 七 h e drug is going to Ъе used
3
 and patients suffering 

from other diseases. Even when this re со mme ndat io n is strictly followed there 

still remains the question of formal therapeutic trial to determine the 

usefulness of the drug and to compare it with existing theгару• In formulating 

rules for the organization of these trials, the outstanding consideration is to 

obtain the personal， informed, understanding and voluntary consent of the 

participants. 

66. In some countries
 ?
 these trials are operated by the pharmaceutical 

industry
?
 with varying degrees of governmental surveillance and legal 

regulation. In others, governmental supervision and control operates primarily 

and throughout. 

(c) The use of chemical additives in foods and potable fluids 

67. The use of simple chemical substances such as salt to preserve foods， and 

of со louring materials' (usually of vegetable origin) to improve 七 heir 

appearance is of very long standing. In recent years, many new synthetic 

chemicals have been developed for upe as food additives. They serve to prevent 

spoilage, to stop food from becoming rancid
?
 to improve the colour， flavour 

3/ World Health Organization Technical Report Series No, 5^1, 1966， 
"Principles for Pre-clinical testing of Drug Safety". 

k/ World Health Organization Technical Report Series No.红05， 19^8， 
"Principles for the Clinical Evaluation of Drugs'!•-



or texture of a food, to render food more amenable to mass production and 

processing, etc. The increased use of food additives stems from such social 

and technological changes as urbanization, development of long-distance food 

transport， and the demand for ready-to-serve foods. 

68. The fact that additives are present in most processed and many semi-processed 

foods narrows the choice of foods for those who wish to avoid eating all or 

certain food additives. In this sense the wide-spread use of food additives is 

an encroachment on one aspect of human rights. However, this consideration 

must be balanced against the technological value of these additives as well as 

their contribution towards an abundant supply of wholesome and easy-to-serve 

food. (The addition of iodine and antimalarial drugs to salt is easily 

justified on health goands and, in these cases, there is no infringement of 

human rights because medicaments-free salt is also available to the public,) 

69. The main reason that some individuals consider- the addition of chemicals 

to foods or drinks as undersirable is that they are not convinced that all 

these chemicals are absolutely free from health hazards. In fact, certain 

additives which were in use have since been found to possess potential health 

hazards• 

了 〇 . R e a l i z i n g this problem, many governments have legal means to control the 

use of. food additives. Furthermore
 5
 the World Health Assembly also expressed 

concern at its Sixth Session in 1955， and subsequently a series of meetings of the 

Expert Committee on Food Additives were convened by WHO in conjunction with FAO 

to provide toxicological evaluations of food additives. These evaluations were 

transmitted to governmental agencies for information. More recently these have 

been made use of in the elaboration of food standards in the framework of the 

Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme. 

1+. Deterioration of the human environment 

71. Several human rights are prejudiced by the many prevailing manifestations of 

the deterioration of the environment. They include at least tTO accepted rights -

the right to life, and the right to a standard of life adequate for the health 

of the individual and his family, which implies the right to enjoy life• 



Environmental deterioration also derogates from the highest attainable standard 

of health. The manifestations of deterioration are almost universal wherever 

human beings settle, live and work, and the causal factors have increased 

pari passu with technological developments. 

72. To the traditional factors of air, soil and water pollution, and 

urbanization have been added noise, traffic congestion, the accumulation of 

wastes, soil erosion, oil pollution of the sea, and the waste products of 

nuclear energy plants. Urbanization and the trend towards urban industrial 

societies are manifest increasingly in both developed and developing countries. 

Together with bad housing they create physical, social and psychological problems 

which have impacts on health and infringe the human rights referred to. 

7 3 . To all these detrimental factors there has been added in recent years 

the all-pervading pesticides. Certain pesticides which have shown themselves as 

great benefactors in the control of such vector borne diseases as malaria, 

and in agriculture, if used improperly or unrestrictedly, are capable of 

producing detrimental effects on many forms of life - because of their 

indestructibility and toxicity. Certain governments have been so alarmed by 

the extent of the invasion of soil, water and sea by some persistent pesticides 

that they have restricted or forbidden the use of these substances. But 

universal prohibition of the use of certain insecticides would need to be 

balanced against the inevitable recrudescence of such diseases as malaria; 

this is unthinkable unless effective and economic substitute control methods are 

developed. 

了 4 . Against this recital of the negative developments, attention should Ъе 

drawn to the technological advances in water supply which have so improved 

that 七 h e . provision of water to all people as a health measure is now technically 

feasible • 

75. Action against the deterioration of the environment postulates a recognition 

of the modes of pollution, public education as to their importance, legislative 

control and intensive research. Some countries have already achieved 

considerable success in the control of smoke pollution, and in the purification 

of effluent wastes, but much remains to be done. 



76. In its own field, WHO had instituted or is associated with a large dumber 

of research projects, which can be summarized as follows: 

Environmental pollution studies of water, air, soil and radioactive 

pollution in an effort to prevent pollution from reaching levels which interfere 

with the health and well-being of individuals. 

Wastes disposal - research and establishment of scientific technical 

information and wastes management and control. 

Vector biology and control - research and development on ecology, vector 

surveillance, insecticide resistance, genetics and genetic control, biological 

control, the development and evaluation of alternative ihsecticides, rodent 

control and methods of aircraft disinfection. 

Pesticides _ assessment of hazards of pesticide.s and promotion of their 

safe use. 

77. In addition, the Twenty-third World Health Assembly in 1970 expressed 

its growing concern that the consequences of factors in the environment are 

adversely affecting the condition of human health. It further requested 

the Director-General to develop and submit to the Twenty-fourth World Health 

Assembly a long-term programme for environmental health, Including, in so far 

as might be found practicable, a programme for a world-wide system of 

surveillance and monitoring in close collaboration with national arid international 

efforts• Attention was also directed to the need fÓr the establishment of 

environmental health criteria, guidelines for preventive measures, and methods 
丄.. . -. л 

of determining priorities and allocating resources based on the health?' 

problems and needs in both developing and developed countries. 

jQ, The organization has also co-operated with other members of the United 

Nations system, and in particular with FAO and UNESCO, on these problems. It 

is also participating in the preparations for the United Nations Conference on 

the Human Environment which is to be held in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1972. 

5. Human rights aspects of the delivery of health services 

7 9 , The right to health and medical care is widely accepted in the basic 

documents of the United Nations and WHO. 



80. Prevention, treatment and control of disease constitute the raison d'être 

for the provision of health services and medical care. The components of 

this human right have been frequently identified by WHO in various official 

documents and can be summarized as folluws: general medical services for 

prevention, treatment and. rehabilitation; maternal and child care, including 

family planning advice and services; control of communicatile disease; mental 

health; occupational health; health education and nutrition. 

81. These services, other than occupational health services, but including 

certain aspects of environmental control, are commonly provided through 

what are described as the basic or community health services. 

(a) Methods of provision and administration of health and medical services 

82. The systems of provision and administration of these services vary from 

country to country, and are entirely matters for the national government to 

determine. The pattern of provision is to some extent influenced by,the 

financial situation of the country, and the s^yrces from vhich the cost of 

providing the services is met. There are three main patterns. The first 

is "where the government itself organizes and runs the health services and 

where it is the exclusive source of finance. 

83. The second comprises health and medical care services vhich are provided 

to a certain extent Ъу the State and partly under a compulsory insiirance scheme 

84. Under the third arrangement, the cost of medical care is met from 

individual private funds and/or voluntary private insurance. Sometimes the 

cost of preventive services is borne by the State. 

85. No question of an infringement of human rights would appear to arise 

Ъу the imposition of any of these forms of provision, but the range and 

coverage of the services provided may give rise to certain questions 

relevant to human rights. 

86. Obviously financial resources can determine the range of the services 

provided. Some developing countries can give no more than the barely-

essential services. Certain developed countries may provide a comprehensive 

range of services, elaborately equipped hospitals, and access to costly 

methods of treatment. If a governmment is offering to all its citizens the 



best possible service it can provide within its povers and resources, there 

can Ъе no question of any deprivation of human rights. 

87. On the other hand, if services are not evenly distributed, and if 

certain groups appear to benefit more than others without due reason, 

complaints vill undoubtedly arise and may indicate an infringement. It may 

be reasonable, however, to give certain groups special consideration as， 

for example, expectant and nursing mothers and young children. 

(b) Cost of health services and medical care 

88. There is universal anxiety about the rising cost of health and medical 

care services as they exist at present, but the future is even more ominous. 

The development of other expensive techniques comparable to those nov 

available for the intensive care of patients or for renal dialysis, t c ^ t h e r 

vith further advances in the t rans plantat i on of kidneys, livers, hearts and 

skin (in the treatment of major burns) will all add to the financial "burden^ 

and to the manpower requirements• 

89• The question may then arise as to who shall receive the full treatment 

and vho shall be denied. But this question has already arisen in respect 

of transplantations and renal dialysis (paragraphs U5 and 51) at any rate for 

individual hospitals. The responsibility for the decision is usually accepted 

Ъу the head of the services, vith or without the assistance of a small committee 

90. At the national level，the decision on principle must be taken by the 

government, preferably vith guidance from representatives of the medical and 

associated professions. 

6. Mental health 
« 

91. Mental health is no less a human right than physical health and reasonable 

social comfort and security. Treatment methods in psychiatry are 

classified as psychological, biological and social. Biological methods óf 

treatment differ little from those in other branches of medicine, and include 

the use of drugs, biological products, electricity and surgery. Psychiatric 



illness may affect the patient's intelligence, judgement, insight and 

responsibility and if a patient is lacking in one or more of these faculties, 

his behaviour may Ъе impaired to the extent that he is not avare of what he 

is doing or that he is a danger to himself or others or is behaving in a way that 

is an affront to others. Therefore, it may, on occasion, be reasonable to apply 

treatment for his own good without his consent, since he may be unable to 

understand the situation and give his consent. Provided that reasonable and 

acceptable medical care is applied with good judgement and that established 

ethical practice is folio-wed, there is no question of infringement of human 

rights. Human rights vould be infringed only if treatment were applied to 

someone who did not require that particular type of treatment or "who is 

not mentally ill and to -whom treatment is applied without his understanding 

and consent. 

92. As a result of the major progress in the treatment of mentally disordered 

and mentally retarded persons which has occurred during the past three decades, 

it is now possible for many individuals vith mental illness to Ъе treated 

•while living in the community and/or to Ъе transferred from institutional care, 

to the open life of the community and to be usefully employed, to the "benefit 

both of themselves and of the community. If they are refused the right to 

•work because of mental illness their resocialization is slow and their human 

rights are infringed. In general it is nov possible to envisage the necessary 

ai七er care as one of the functions of the basic health services. 

93. Traditionally mental institutions have always attracted a sometimes 

undeserved reputation for the infringement of human rights. In consequence 

systems for external supervision of the work of these institutions, and for 

appeals against unwarranted detention, have been established and should 

continue to work satisfactorily and prevent infringement of human rights in 

this context. Doubts hoveverJiave/teeen expressed about the human rights 

aspects of psychotherapy, chemotherapy and psychosurgery. 

9 、 T h e misuse of these most helpful methods of treatment is a breach of 

medical ethics and might constitute a violation of human rights. But 

such misuse vould Ъе no different from delicts in other branches of 

medicine and surgery. 



95- Mentally retarded individuals constitute a special group "which governments 

must always be concerned to protect "whether they are in institutions or living 

vith their families or guardians. 

96. Mentally retarded children and adults accommodated in institutions vere 

undoubtedly used in the past for therapeutic trials and the like, and in 

some cases，e.g. vaccine trials, "were exposed to physical risk, 

97. The tendency to use these groups for such purposes has happily diminished 

and where they are so used, the appropriate authorities usually ensure that 

the investigators follow strict codes of conduct and practice, in order to 

prevent any infringement of human rights. 

7. Nutrition 

98. Health as a specific human right can only Ъе attained by giving attention 

to the nutritional status and requirements of the population. The right of 

every man and his family to a standard of living adequate for the health and 

•well-being of himself and his family, including food, is specifically 

accepted by States signatories to the International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights. They undertake: 
n

t o improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food 
Ъу making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, Ъу disseminating 
knowledge of the principles of nutrition and by developing or 
reforming agrarian systems in such a "way as to achieve the most 
efficient development and utilization of natural resources." 

In seeking to attain these objectives together vith and on behalf of 

Governments, WHO has been constantly active， both independently and in 

association "with other members of the United Nations system, notably FAO, 

i m s c o and U M C E F , 
\ 

99. Despite great improvements in agricultural techniques and extension of 

knowledge of nutritional physiology and pathology, it is probable that 

at least one half of the -world
1

 s population still suffers from 

undernourishment or malnutrition. 

100. In the preceding paragraphs attention has been directed to and comment 

has been made upon a number of specially selected subjects relative to the 

employment or exercise of certain human rights, more particularly those rights 

•which have been subject to the impact of scientific- and technological innovations 



Resolutions WHAl8.¿l-9 and ША21ЛЗ, 

Resolution ША2^Л2. 

Resolution ША23.53-

Resolution ША23Л1-

101. The list of human rights which has been considered in this paper is Ъу no 

means comprehensive, and there are many others vhich have implications 

for health -which^ although important, have not been dealt vith. 

102• Amongst the subjects -which are under further study Ъу Ш〇 in the light 

of scientific and technological progress are children
1

s rights, the rights 

of women, population and fertility control, ̂ d r u g dependence .-^chemical and 
7/ 

bacteriological (biological) weapons,-^ and many others. 

VIII. FUTURE ACTION BY THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

IO3. In accordance with the resolution of the World Health Assembly quoted 

above^^the Director-General is studying all of thèse matters and will, after 

further study and at an appropriate time, present his vievs to the Executive 

Board to enable the Board to take appropriate decisions as necessary for 

the organization's oyn future -work in this sphere and for its collaboration 

thereon vith the United Nations• 

¿
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2621 (XXV). Programme of action for the .full implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples 

i 

The General Assembly, … ’ 

Having decided to hold a spécial commemorative session on the occasion of 

the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 

Colonial Countries and Peoples
t 

Considering that, by arousing world public opinion and promoting practical 

action for the speedy liquidation of colonialism in all its forms and manifestations, 

the Declaration has played and will continue to play an important role in assisting 

the peoples under colonial domination in their struggle for freedom and 

independence, 

Conscious of the fact that, although many colonial countries and peoples have 

achieved freedom and independence in the last ten years, the system of colonialism 

continues to exist in паду areas of the world, 

Reaffirming that all peoples have the right to self-determination and 

independence and that the subjection of the peoples to alien domination constitutes 

a serious impediment to the maintenance of international peace and security and 

the development of peaceful relations among nations, 

UNITED NATIONS 

G E N E R A L 
A S S E M B L Y 



1 . Declares the further continuation of colonialism in all its forms and 

manifestations a crime which constitutes a violation of the Charter of the 

United Nations, the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples and the principles of international law； 

2 . Reaffirms the inherent right of colonial peoples to struggle by all 

necessary means at their disposal against colonial Powers which suppress their 

aspiration for freedom and independence； 

3 . Adopts the following programme of action to assist in the full 

implementation of the Déclaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples： 

(1) Member States shall do their utmost to promote, in the United Nations 

and the international institutions and organizations within the United Nations 

system, effective measures for the full implementation of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in all Trust Territories 

Non-Self-Governing Territories and other colonial Territories, large and small, 

including 'the adoption by the Security Council of effective measures against 

Governments and regimes which engage in any form of repression of colonial peoples, 

which would seriously impede the maintenance of international peace and security. 

⑵ Member States shall render all necessary moral and material assistance 

of colonial Territories in their struggle to attain freedom 'and 

Member States shall intensify their efforts to promote the 

implementation of the resolutions of the General Assembly and 

the Security Council relating to Territories under colonial 

domination. 

In this connexion • the General Assembly draws the attention 

of the Security Council to the need to continue to give special 

attention to the problems of southern Africa by adopting measures 

to ensure the full implementation of General Assembly 

resolution 151Л (XV) of Ik December I960 and its own resolutions, 

and in particular： 

(i) To widen the scope of the sanctions against the illegal 

regime of Southern Hiodesia by declaring mandatory all the 

measures laid down in Article kl of'the Charter of the 

to the peoples 

independence. 

(3) (a) 

(b) 

United Nations； 



(ii) To give careful consideration to the question of imposing 

sanctions upon South Africa and Portugal, in view of their 

refusal to carry out the relevant decisions of the 

Security Council； 

(iii) To give urgent consideration, with a view to promoting 七 h e 

speedy elimination of colonialism， to the question of 

imposing fully and unconditionally, under international 

supervision, an embargo on arms of all kinds to the 

Government of South Africa and the illegal regime of 

Southern Rhodesia； 

(iv) To consider urgently the adoption of measures to prevent the 

supply of arms of all kinds to Portugal, as such arms enable 

that country to deny the right of self-determination and 

independence to the peoples of the Territories under its 

domination. 

‘(с) Member States shall also intensify their efforts to oppose 

collaboration between the regimes of South Africa and Portugal 

and the illegal racist regime of Southern Rhodesia for the 

preservation of colonialism in southern Africa and to end the 

political, military, economic and other forms of aid received by 

the above-mentioned regimes, which enables them to persist in 

their policy of colonial domination
 # 

(if) Member States shall wage a vigorous and sustained campaign against 

activities and practices of foreign economic
 1
 financial and other interests 

operating in colonial Territories for the benefit and on behalf of colonial 

Powers and their allies, as these constitute a major obstacle to the achievement 

of the goals embodied in resolution 151^ (XV) • Member States shall consider the 

adoption of necessary steps to have their nationals and companies under their 

jurisdiction discontinue such activities and practices； these steps should also 

aim at preventing the systematic influx of foreign immigrants into colonial 

Territories, which disrupts the integrity and social, political and cultural unity 

of the peoples under colonial domination • 



(5) Member States shall carry out a sustained and vigorous campaign against 

all military activities and arrangements Ъу colonial Powers in Territories under 

their administration, as such activities and arrangements constitute an obstacle 

to the full implementation of resolution 151 红 ( X V ) . 

(6) (a) All freedom fighters under detention shall be treated in accordance 

with the relevant provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to 

the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 19^-9 ^ 

(b) The specialized agencies and international institutions associated 

with the United Nations shall intensify their activities related to 

the implementation of resolution 15lU (XV). 

(c) Representatives of liberation movements shall "be invited, whenever 

necessary, Ъу the United Nations and other international 

organizations within the United Nations system to participate in an 

appropriate capacity in the proceedings of those organs relating to 

their countries. 

(d) Efforts shall Ъе intensified to provide increased educational 

opportunities for the inhabitants of Non-Self-Goveming Territories. 

All States shall render greater assistance in this field, both 

individually through programmes in the countries concerned and 

collectively Ъу contributions through the United Nations. 

(了） All States shall undertake measures aimed at enhancing public awareness 

of the need for active assistance in the achievement of complete decolonization 

and, in particular, creating satisfactory conditions for activities by national and 

international non-governmental organizations in support of the peoples under 

colonial domination• 

(8) The United Nations as well as all States shall intensify their efforts 

in the field of public information in the area of decolonization through all media, 

including publications, radio and television. Of special importance will be 

1/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 了5 (195〇)，No. 9了 



programmes.relating to United. Nations activities on decolonization, the situation 

in colonial Territories and the struggle being waged. Ъу colonial peoples and the 

national liberation movements. 

(9) The Special Committee on the Situation vith regard to the Implementation 

of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 

Peoples shall continue to examine the full compliance of all States with the 

Declaration and with other relevant resolutions on the question of decolonization. 

The question of territorial size, geographical isolation and limited resources 

should in no way delay the implementation of the Declaration. Where 

resolution 1511| (XV) has not been fully implemented with regard to a given 

Territory, the General Assembly shall continue to bear responsibility for that 

Territory until such time as the people concerned has had an opportunity to 

exercise freely its right to self-determination and independence in accordance with 

the Declaration. The Special Committee is hereby directed: 

(a) To continue to assist the General Assembly in finding the best ways 

. and means for the final liquidation of colonialism; 

(b) To continue to give special consideration to the views expressed 

orally or in written communications Ъу representatives of the 

peoples in the colonial Territories; 

(c) To continue to send visiting missions to the colonial Territories 

and to hold meetings at places where it can best obtain fiist-hand 

information on the situation in colonial Territories, as well as to 

continue to hold meetings away from Headquarters as appropriate； 

(d) To assist the General Assembly in making arrangements, in 

co-operation with the administering Powers, for securing a United 

Nations presence in the colonial Territories to participate in the 

elaboration of the procedural measures for the implementation of 

the Declaration and to observe the final stages of the process of 

decolonization in the Territories; 

(e) To prepare draft rules and regulations for visiting missions for 

approval by the General Assembly. 

1862nd plenary meeting. 
12 October 1970. 
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PROVISIONAL TEXT OF A/RES/2708 (XXV) 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 

Peoples, contained in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, and the programme of 

action for the full implementation of the Declaration, contained in its resolution 2621 (XXV) 

of 12 October 1970, 

Recalling all its previous resolutions concerning the implementation of the Declaration, 

and in particular its resolutions 2548 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969 and 2554 (XXIV) and 

2555 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969, 

Noting with grave concern that ten years after the adoption of the Declaration many 

Territories are still under colonial domination and racist régimes, 

Deploring the continued refusal of the colonial Powers, especially Portugal and South 

Africa, to implement the Declaration and other relevant resolutions on the question of de-

colonization, particularly those relating to the Territories under Portuguese domination, 

Namibia and Southern Rhodesia, 、 

Reiterating its conviction that the continuation of colonialism in all its forms and 

manifestations, including racism, apartheid and activities of foreign economic and other 

interests 油ich exploit colonial peoples, and the attempts of some colonial Powers to 

suppress national liberation movements by repressive activities against colonial peoples are 

incompatible with the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

and the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and 

pose a threat to international peace and security, 

Strongly deploring the attitude of those States which, in defiance of the relevant 

resolutions of the Security Council, the General Assembly and the Special Committee on the 

Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen-

dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, continue to co-operate with the Governments of 

Portugal and South Africa and with the illegal racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia, 

1. Reaffirms its resolution 1514 (XV) and all its other resolutions on the question 

of decolonization； 

2 . Notes with satisfaction the work accomplished by the Special Committee on the 

Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen-

dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and expresses its appreciation to the Special 

Committee for its efforts to secure the complete and effective implementation of the 

Declaration ; 

3. Approves the report of the Special Committee covering its work during 1970,
1 

including the programme of work envisaged by the Special Committee for 1971; 

4. Urges all States, in particular the administering Powers, and the specialized 

agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system to give effect to the 

recommendations contained in the report of the Special Committee for the speedy implemen-

tation of the Declaration and the relevant United Nations resolutions； 
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5 . Reaffirms its recognition of the legitimacy of the struggle of the colonial peoples 

and peoples under alien domination to exercise their right to self-determination and indepen-

dence by all the necessary means at their disposal and notes with satisfaction the progress 

made in the colonial Territories by the national libération movements, both through their 

struggle and through reconstruction programmes； 

6 . Urges all States and thé specialized agencies and other organizations within the 

United Nations system to provide, in consultation, as appropriate, with the Organization of 

African Unity, moral and material assistance to national liberation movements in the colonial 

Territories； 

7 . Requests all States, as well as the specialized agencies and international 

institutions, to withhold assistance of any kind from the Governments of Portugal and South 

Africa and from the illegal racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia until they renounce 

their policy of colonial domination and racial discrimination; 

8 . Reiterates its declaration that the practice of using mercenaries against national 

liberation movements in the colonial Territories constitutes a criminal act and calls upon 

all States to take the necessary measures to prevent the recruitment, financing and training 

of mercenaries in their territory and to prohibit their nationals from serving as mercenaries； 

9
#
 Requests the colonial Powers to withdraw immediately and unconditionally their 

military bases and installations from colonial Territories and to refrain from establishing 

new ones； 

10. Condemns the policies, pursued by certain colonial Powers in the Territories under 

their domination, of imposing non-representative régimes and constitutions, strengthening 

the position of foreign economic and other interests, misleading world public opinion and 

encouraging the systematic influx of foreign immigrants while evicting, displacing and trans-

ferring the indigenous inhabitants to other areas, and calls upon those Powers to desist 

forthwith from such policies； 

11
#
 Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek suitable means for the immediate 

and full implementation of the Declaration in all Territories which have not yet attained 

independence, and in particular to formulate specific proposals for the elimination of the 

remaining manifestations of colonialism, taking fully into account the relevant provisions of 

the programme of action for the full implementation of the Declaration; 

12. Requests the Special Committee to make concrete suggestions which could assist the 

Security Council in considering appropriate measures under the Charter of the United Nations 

with regard to developments in colonial Territories which are likely to threaten international 

peace and security and recommends that the Council take such suggestions fully into con-

sideration; 

1 3 . Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the compliance of Member 

States with the Declaration and with other relevant resolutions on the question of de-

colonization, particularly those relating to the Territories under Portuguese domination, 

Southern Rhodesia and Namibia, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its twenty-

sixth session; 

14. Requests the Special Committee to continue to pay particular attention to the 

small Territories and to recommend to the General Assembly the most appropriate methods and 

also the steps to be taken to enable the populations of those Territories to exercise fully 

and without delay their right to self-determination and independence; 
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15
#
 Calls upon the administering Powers to co-operate fully with the Special Committee 

by permitting the access of visiting groups to the colonial Territories in order to secure 

first-hand information concerning the Territories and to ascertain the wishes and aspirations 

of the inhabitants of those Territories under their administration； 

16. Requests the Secretary-General, having regard to the suggestions of the Special 

Committee, to continue to take concrete measures through all the media at his disposal, in-

cluding publications, radio and television, to give widespread and continuous publicity to 

the work of the United Nations in the field of decolonization, to the situation in the 

colonial Territories and to the continuing struggle for liberation being waged by the colonial 

peoples； 

17. Requests Member States, in particular the administering Powers, to co-operate with 

the Secretary-General in promoting the large-scale dissemination of information on the work of 

the United Nations in the implementation of the Declaration; 

18. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Special Committee with the facilities 

and personnel necessary for the implementation of the present resolution as well as the 

various resolutions relating to the question of decolonization adopted by the General Assembly 

and the Special Committee. 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED БУ THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

/on the report of the Second Committee (a/8203^/ 

2659 (XXV). United Nations Volunteers 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2k60 (XXIII) of 20 December 1968, 

Taking note of Economic .and Social Council resolution ibkk (XLVII) of 

31 July 1969 and also of the report of the Secretary-General on the feasibility 

1/ 
of creating an international corps of volunteers for development,—' 

.Convinced that the active participation of the younger generation in all 

aspects of social and econcmic life constitutes an important factor in ensuring 

the increased effectiveness of collective efforts necessary for a better society^ 

Convinced also that voluntary service in development assistance activities 

is a rewarding form of such participation and one that can make a substantial 

contribution to their success by the provision of an additional source of trained 

manpower, provided that: 

(a) Such service is well planned and directed, utilizes volunteers recruited 

and serving on as wide a geographical basis as possible^ including in particular 

the developing countries, and the necessary resources are made available, 

(b) Volunteers have the technical and personal qualifications required for 

the development of recipient countries, including the transfer of skills; 

1 / E/^790 
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(с) Volunteers are not sent to a country without the explicit request and. 

approval of the recipient Governments concerned, 

1. Welcomes the Secretary-General's proposals contained in his report; 

2. Decides to establish within the existing framework of the United Nations 

system, with effect from 1 January 19了1， an international group of volunteers^ 

the members of which shall be designated collectively and individually as United 

Nations Volunteers; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To designate the Administrator of the United Nations Development 

Programme as the Administrator of the United Nations Volunteers; 

(b) In consultation with the Administrator of the United Nations Development 

Programme, to appoint a co-ordinator, within the framework of the Programme, to 

promote and. co-ordinate the recruitment, selection, training and administrative 

management of the activities of the United Nations Volunteers within the United 

Nations system in collaboration with the United Nations agencies concerned and 

in co-operation with organizations concerned with national and international 

voluntary service and； where appropriate, with relevant youth organizations; 

Ij.. Invites Governments of States Members of the United Nations or members 

of specialized agencies, international non-governmental organizations and 

individuals to contribute to a special voluntary fund for the support of the 

activities of the United Nations Volunteers; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General and the Administrator of the United 

Nations Development Programme to report, through the Governing Council of the 

Programme and the Economic and Social Council, to the General Assembly at its 

twenty-.sixth session on the 'experience gained from the operation of the United 

Nations Volunteers programme in implementing the present resolution and to make 

3 U C
h proposals as they doem advisable to enable the United Nations Volunteers 

to serve better the j.ims and ends in view. 

1918th plenary meeting, 
7 December 1970• 
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RESOLUTION AEOFTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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2б27 (XXV). Declaration on the Occasion of the Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary of the Uniteó Nations" "" 

The General Assembly-

Adopts the following Declaration: 

Declaration on the Occasion of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary 
of the United Nations 

We, the representatives of the States Members of the United Nations， 

assembled at United Nations Headquarters on 2b October 1970 on the occasion of. 

the twenty-fifth anniversary of. the coming into force of the Charter of the 

United Nations, now solemnly declare that: 

1. In furtherance of the anniversary objectives of peace， justice and 

progress
 5
 -we reaffirm our dedication to the Charter of. the United Nations 

and oar will to carry out the obligations- contained in the Charter. 

2. The United Nations
5
 despite its limitations

5
 has, in its role as 

a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in attaining the purposes 

mentioned in Article 1 of the Charter, made an important contribution 七о the 

maintenance of international peace and security, to developing friendly 

relations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-

determination of peoples and 七o achieving international со-operation in 

economic, social, cultural and humanitarian fields. Vie reaffirm our deep 

conviction that the United Nations can provide a most effective means to 

strengthen the freedom and independence of nations. 

70-2U252 / 



3. In pursuance of the purposes of the Charter，-we reaffirm oar 

determination to respect the principles of international la-w concerning 

friendly relations and co-operation among States. We -will exert oar utmost 

efforts to develop such relations among all States
?
 irrespective of their 

political, economic and social systems^ on the basis of strict observance 

of the principles of the Charter；, and in particular the principle of sovereign 

equality of States«, the principle that States shall refrain in their 

international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial 

integrity or political independence of any State；, the principle that they 

shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means
3
 the duty not 

to intervene in matters within the domestic jurisdiction of any State
3
 the 

duty of States to co-operate with one another in accordance "with the Charter^ 

and the principle that States shall fulfil in good faith the obligations 

assumed by them in accordance -with the Charter. The progressive development 

and codification of international la-w
9
 in which important progress was • 

made during the first twenty-five years of the United Nations
 5
 should be 

advanced in order to promote the rale of law among nations• In this connexion 

•we particularly welcome the adoption today of the Declaration • on Principles 

of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among , 
1/ ' 

States in accordance -with the Charter 01 the United Nations 

Ь. Despite the achievements of the United Nations/a grave situation 

of insecurity still confronts the Organization and armed conflicts occur 

in various parts of the world> while at the same time the arms race and 

arms expenditure continue and a large part of humanity is suffering from 

economic under-development. ¥e reaffirm oar determination to take concrete 

steps to fulfil the central task of the United Nations - the preservation 

of international peace and security - since the solution to many other 

crucial problems^ notably those of disarmament and economic development
5
 is 

inseparably linked thereto^ and to reach agreement on тэге effective procedures 

for carrying out United Nations peace-keeping consistent with the Charter, 

We invite all Member States to resort more often to the peaceful settlement 

of international disputes and conflicts by the means provided for in the 

Charter^ notably through negotiation
?
 inquiry

5
 mediation

3
 conciliation. 
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arbitration and judicial settlement, making ase as appropriate of the 

relevant organs of' the United Nations, as well as through resort to 

regional agencies or arrangements or other peaceful means of their own 

choice. 

5. On the threshold of the Disarmament Decade, we welcome the 

important international agreements which have already been achieved in the 

limitation of amarnents, especially nuclear arms. Conscious of the long 

and difficult search for ways to halt and reverse the arms race and of the 

grave threat to international peace posed by the continuing development of 

sophisticated weapons, we look forward to the early conclusion of farther 

agreements of this kind and to moving forward from arms limitation to a 

reduction of armaments and disarmament everywhere;, particularly in the 

nuclear field
5
 with the participation of all nuclear Powers. We call ирэп 

all Governments to renew their determination to make concrete progress 

towards the elimination of the arms race and the achievement of the linal 

goal - general and complete disarmament under effective international control. 

6 . We acclaim the role of the United Nations in the past twenty--five 

years in the process of the liberation of peoples of colonial, Trust and 

other Non-Self-Governing Territories. . As a result of this welcome development 

thé number of sovereign States in the Organization has been greatly increased 

and colonial empires have virtually disappeared. Despite these achievements, 

many Territories and peoples continue to be denied their right to self-

determination and independence, particularly in Namibia：, Southern Rhodesia, 

Angola, Mozambique and Guinea (Bissau), in deliberate and deplorable 

defiance of the United Nations and world opinion Ъу certain recalcitrant 

States and by the illegal regime of. Southern Rhodesia. We reaffirm the 

inalienable right of all colonial peoples to self-determination, freedom 

and independence and condemn all actions which deprive any people of these 

rights. In recognizing the legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples 

for their freedom Ъу all appropriate means at their disposal； we call upon 

all Governments to comply in this respect with the provisions of the Charter, 

taking into account the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 

Colonial Countries and Peoples adopted by the United Nations in I560. We 



re-emphasize that these countries and peoples are entitled, in their just 

struggle, to seek and to receive all necessary moral and material help in 

accordance with the purposes and principles of' the Charter. 

7 • We strongly condemn the evil policy of apartheid
 3
 -which is a crime 

against the conscience and dignity of mankind and
3
 like nazisrr^ is contrary 

to the principles of the Charter, We reaffirm our determination to spare 

n〕effort.) including support to those who straggle against it
5
 in accordance 

with the letter and the spirit of the Charter
P
 to secure the elimination of 

apartheid in South Africa. We also сопо.егпп all forms of oppression and 

tyranny wherever they occur and racism, and the practice of racial 

discrimina七ion in all its manifestations. 

8。 The United Nations has endeavoured in its first t-wenty-five years 

to farther the CLcirter objectives of promoting respect for，and observance 

of5 human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. The international 

conventions and declarations concluded under its auspices give expression 

to the- mcral conscience oí mankind and represent humanitarian standards for 

all members of the international community. The Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights > the 工 i n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights
 5
 the International 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide • 

constitute a landmark in international сэ-operat-ion and in the recognition 

and protection of the rights of every individual without any distiction. 

Although some progress has been achieved^ serious violations of human rights 

are still being committed against individuals and groups in several regions 

of the world. We pledge ourselves to a continued and determined straggle 

against all violations of the rights and fundamental freedoms of human 

beings
y
 by eliminating the basic causes of such violations

5
 by promoting 

universal respect for the dignity of. all people without regard to race〉 

colour5 sex) language or religion
>
 and in particular through greater use of 

the facilities provided by the United Nations in accordance with the Charter 

9- During che past twenty-five years
>
 efforts have been made

>
 Ъу 

adopting specific measures and by fashioning and employing ne-w institutions
3 

七э give concrete substance to the fundamental objectives enshrined in the 



Charter，to create conditions of stability and v/e 11-being and to ensure a 

minimum standard of living consistent v/ith human dignity. We are convinced 

that such economic and social development is essential to peace
5
 international 

security and justice. The nations of the world have
5
 therefore^ resolved to 

seek a better and more effective system of international co-operation 

whereby the prevailing disparities may be banished and prosperity secured 

for all. International efforts for economic and technical co-operation must 

be on a scale commensurate with that of the problem itself. In this context^ 

the activities of the United Nations system designed to secure the economic 

and social progress of all countries, in particular the developing countries> 

which have grown significantly in the past twenty-five years^ should be 

farther strengthened and increased. Partial^ sporadic and half -hearted 

measures will not suffice. On the occasion of this anniversary^ vje have 

proclaimed the 1970s to be the Second United Nations Development Decade^ which 

coincides with and is linked to the Disarmament Decade, and have adopted the 

工 i n t e r n a t i o n a l Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 
2/ 

Decade.-
7

 We urge all Governments to give their full support to its most 

complete and effective implementation in order to realize the fundamental 

objectives of the Charter. 

10. The new frontiers of science and technology demand greater 

international co-operation. We reaffirm our intention to make full use; 

inter alia，through the United Nations
5
 of the unprecedented opportunities 

created by advances in science and technology for the benefit of peoples 

everywhere in such fields as outer space. the peaceful ases of the sea--bed 

beyond national jurisdiction and the improvement of' the quality of the 

environment^ so that the developed and developing countries can share 

equitably scientific
4

 and technical advances〉 thus contributing to the 

acceleration of economic development throughout the world. 

11. The great increase in the membership of the Organization since 19^5 

testifies to its vitality: however, universality in term's of membership in 

the Organization has not yet been achieved. We express the hope that in the 

near future all other peace-loving States which accept and
3
 in the judgement 
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of the Organization, are able and "willing to carry out the obligations of 

the Charter "will become Members. It is furthermore desirable to find ways 

and means to strengthen the Organization's effectiveness in dealing with 

the growing volume and complexity of its work in all areas of its activities, 

and notably those relating to the strengthening of international peace and 

securityэ including a more rational division and co-ordination of work among 

the various agencies and organizations of the United Nations system. 

12• Mankind is confronted today by a critical and urgent choice: 

either increased peaceful co-operation and progress or disunity and conflict， 

even annihilation. We， the representatives of the States Members of the 

United Nations
э
 solemnly observing the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 

United Nations J reaffirm our determination to do .our utmost 七〇 ensure a 

lasting peace on earth and to observe the purposes and principles embodied 

in the Charter
5
 and express full confidence that the actions of the United 

Nations will be conducive to the advancement of mankind along the road to 

peace, justice and progress. 

l883rd plenary meeting, 
2k October 1970' 


