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1. CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 

ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY: Item 2.16 of the Agenda (continued)

Programme matters : Item 2.16.1 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA22.55 and WHA22.56;

Documents' A 23 / p & b / i o  and Corr.l, А23/р&в/ю  Add.l and 2) (continued)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the item had been introduced at the ninth meeting of the 

Committee and that a general discussion thereon had taken place at the tenth meeting. Since 

then a number of draft resolutions had been submitted for consideration.

Dr ZAMMIT TABONA, Secretary, drew the Committee's attention to the various draft resolutions 

before it. In the first place, a draft resolution of a general nature had been prepared by 

the Secretariat, reading as follows:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on co-ordination with the 

United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency 

on programme matters affecting the activities of the World Health Organization,

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General.

A  number of draft resolutions had been submitted on behalf of delegations. The first 

draft resolution was proposed by the delegations of Denmark and Malta, and read as follows:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly

1. RECALLS the long-standing co-operation between the World Health Organization and 

the United Nations Commission on Human Rights;

2. FURTHER recalls resolution 2450 (XXIII) adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly, which requested the Secretary-General with the co-operation, inter a l i a , 

of the executive heads of the competent specialized agencies, to prepare a study of 

problems in connexion with human rights arising from developments in science and 

technology ;

3. NOTES that the Director-General transmitted to the United Nations a preliminary 

memorandum on "the protection of the human personality and its physical and intellectual 

integrity, in the light of advances in medicine, chemistry and bio-chemistry";

4. REAFFIRMS that the right to health is a fundamental human right;

5. CONSIDERS that the health aspect of human rights in the light of scientific and 

technological progress is within the competence of the World Health Organization; and

6. REQUESTS the Director-General

(a) to reaffirm to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the Organization's 

willingness to undertake responsibility for the preparation of a document dealing 

with the health aspects of human rights in the light of scientific and technological 

dev e l o p m e n t s ,

(b) to study further the implications of this matter for the Organization and to 

report to the Executive Board at a future session.

He then drew attention to a draft resolution proposed by the delegations of Belgium, 

the Netherlands and Luxembourg, reading as follows:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Having examined the report of the Director-General;
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Noting the rapid developments in human, economic and industrial activities which 

are resulting in the appearance of new health problems;

Considering that WHO is the body specifically competent to deal with health 

problems and is exclusively responsible for co-ordination within the United Nations 

system ;

Noting the increasing number of activities being initiated outside WHO;

Considering the importance of avoiding dispersal of efforts or initiatives in 

this field,

1. NOTES the information supplied;

2. THANKS the Director-General for the efforts made to render more effective the 

relations with other United Nations agencies;

3. CONGRATULATES the Director-General on the results obtained; and

4. REQUESTS further the Director-General to ensure that all necessary measures are 

taken to affirm the competence and the pre-eminence of WHO in all health fields, to 

make a sustained effort to prevent the proliferation of activities initiated outside 

the Organization, and to report to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly on any 

situation to which the attention of Member countries should be drawn.

A  further draft resolution, which related to drug dependence, had been proposed by the 

delegations of the Netherlands, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and 

Cyprus, and read as follows:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Noting with great concern the extensive and serious public health problems resulting 

from the self-administration of dependence-producing drugs, in particular among the 

younger ag e - g r o u p ;

Recalling resolutions WHA18.47; WHA20.43; WHA20.42 and WHA21.42 concerning 

certain dependence-producing drugs not now under international control;

Noting that the Economic and Social Council has decided1 to convene in 1971 a 

plenipotentiary conference to adopt a Draft Protocol on Psychotropic Substances;

Considering that a decision on the control of a substance liable to abuse to the 

extent of constituting a public health problem must be based primarily on medical 

judgement as to both its dependence-producing properties and therapeutic usefulness;

Convinced that there is an urgent need at local, national and international levels 

to implement improved preventive, treatment and rehabilitation measures;

1. RECOMMENDS that the World Health Organization should encourage and assist the 

development of improved preventive, treatment and rehabilitation programmes and the 

pursuit of needed knowledge in the field of drug dependence;

2. URGES Member States to promote preventive, therapeutic, rehabilitative, and research 

programmes in this field; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General

(i) to develop means for the international collection and exchange of data on 

the prevalence and incidence of drug dependence, and on the human and environmental 

factors associated therewith;

1 United Nations Economic and Social Council Resolution e / r e s / i 474 (XLVIII).
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(ii) to ensure that the constitutional responsibilities of the World Health 

Organization are effectively discharged in any programme for the control of the 

abuse of dependence-producing drugs and are recognized in relevant treaties;

(iii) to examine the practicability of establishing a standing committee with a 

membership reflecting medical, scientific and social factors involved to advise 

W HO on the need to restrict the availability of any drug on the ground of its 

liability to misuse; and

(iv) to report to the Executive Board and to the Twenty-fourth World Health 

Assembly on developments in this matter.

The last of the draft resolutions submitted related to the Second United Nations 

Development Decade and was proposed by the delegation of Yugoslavia and co-sponsored by 

the delegations of Algeria, Brazil, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Indonesia, 

Mali, Mauritania, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Senegal, Sudan, Sweden, the 

United Arab Republic, Venezuela and Zambia. It read as follows:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Having considered the D i rector-General’s report on co-ordination with other 

organizations, the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International 

Atomic Energy Agency on programme matters affecting the activities of the World 

Health Organization;

Mindful of the increasing need in developing and developed countries for accelerated 

health improvement in the Second United Nations Development Decade;

Recalling its resolutions WHA20.52, WHA20.53 and WHA22.55,

1. NOTES with satisfaction the Director-General’s report on co-ordination with other 

organizations of the United Nations system on programme matters; and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to co-operate with other organizations 

of the United Nations system in the formulation of the international strategy for the 

Second United Nations Development Decade and in the related activities, and to report 

to the Executive Board and to each World Health Assembly to be held during the Second 

Development Decade, on the action pursued and progress made in the health component of 

the international strategy for the Second Development Decade.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) recalled that his delegation had 

announced its intention of presenting a draft resolution on early prohibition of chemical 

and bacteriological weapons. It was still working on the text with other interested 

delegations and expected to be able to present it the following morning. He asked whether 

it would still be possible to consider that draft resolution if the general resolution on 

the Director-General's report on co-ordination with other organizations was adopted at the 

present meeting; if so, he requested that the vote on the general resolution be postponed.

The CHAIRMAN said that it would be in order for the draft resolution to be presented by 

the delegation of the USS R  to be considered at a later stage when it had been distributed 

to the Committee.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, in that case, he would 

be prepared to support the general draft resolution.

Professor HALTER (Belgium) believed that adoption of the brief general draft resolution 

presented by the Secretariat would not afford an adequate opportunity of elaborating the 

points which had arisen in the course of the discussion on the item.

In proposing the draft resolution the delegations of the Netherlands, Luxembourg and 

Belgium had intended to combine in a single document the urgent recommendations to the
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Director-General as well as an expression of unanimous support in the interest of upholding 

the leading role WHO should play in all health matters. He had already referred to the 

national public health authorities, of which WHO was the international reflection. It was 

important that WHO should maintain its full responsibility and competence in health work, 

wit h  a view also to avoiding duplication of work.

He then made a number of drafting amendments to the text of the draft resolution which 

had been read out by the Secretary. The word "co-ordination" in the third preambular 

paragraph should be preceded by the word "their". The words "in the field of health" 

should be inserted following the word "activities" in the fourth preambular paragraph and 

the words "or initiatives" in the fifth preambular paragraph replaced by the words "and 

duplication". The word "necessary" in the fourth operative paragraph should be deleted 

and the words "whenever necessary" be inserted following the word "affirm" in that same 

paragraph. Also in that same paragraph, the words "a sustained effort to prevent the 

proliferation of activities" should be replaced by the words "its sustained effort to 

prevent the proliferation of health activities". The final clause mentioning "any 

situation to which the attention of Member countries should be drawn" was considered as 

being of particular importance in that it was intended to emphasize the need for adequate 

co-ordination at the national level; a working agreement between the Director-General and 

Member States in that regard should operate in the interest of obtaining maximum results.

The CHAIRMAN said that his intention had been to submit a general draft resolution to 

the Committee for its adoption and then to proceed in order with the consideration of the 

various draft resolutions.

Dr SAI (Ghana) supported that procedure.

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, as he had already stated, 

he had no objection to the draft general resolution. However, in the light of the remarks 

of the delegate of Belgium, he thought that it might be possible to combine that draft with 

the draft resolution presented by the delegations of Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg, 

using the latter as a basis, since it was rather broader and made reference to the role of 

WHO. If that were done, he would propose replacing paragraph 1 by the words "NOTES the 

report of the Director-General". Moreover, paragraph 4 might be redrafted to express more 

clearly WHO's attitude to the work of other organizations. The Organization, indeed, 

wished the United Nations Development Programme and other bodies to concern themselves with 

health matters, but it wished to receive help from them, retaining for itself the role of 

leader in that field.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that further consultations could take place between delegations 

as to the possibility of combining the draft resolutions in the manner proposed.

Consideration of the item would be continued at a later meeting.

The meeting rose at 5.35 p . m .


