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1. GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK COVERING A SPECIFIC PERIOD: Item 2.15 of the Agenda 
(Resolution EB45.R5; Official Records No. 181, Annex 7) (continued)

The CHAIRMAN suggested that discussion of the draft resolution submitted at the previous 
meeting by the delegation of the USSR be deferred to allow delegates more time to study it.

It was so agreed.

2. CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY: Item 3.15 of the Agenda

Administrative, budgetary and financial matters: Item 3.15.1 of the Agenda (Document 
A23/AFL/17)

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the item, said that document A23/AFL/17 
was largely self-explanatory. He referred the Committee to the following draft resolution 
(in paragraph 3 of the report):

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,
Having considered resolutions EB45.R33 and EB45.R35 on co-ordination with other 

organizations in the United Nations system on administrative, budgetary and financial 
matters and on the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit;

Having heard the report of the representative of the Executive Board and of the 
Director-General on the subject,

ACCEPTS the report and conclusions of the Executive Board.

He explained that EB45.R33 and EB45.R35 had been adopted by the Executive Board after its 
consideration of two reports of the United Nations Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions and six reports prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit on WHO and other 
international organizations in the United Nations system.

Dr TATOCENKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressing his delegation's approval 
of Executive Board resolutions EB45.R33 and EB45.R35, said that the reports of the Joint 
Inspection Unit contained some very interesting information on the work of WHO and other 
organizations in the United Nations system. His delegation considered that the decision 
to associate WHO with the Unit's work had been well justified.

Decision : The draft resolution was approved.

Second Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to examine the Finances of the 
United Nations and the Specialized Agencies - Progress report on implementation:
Item 3.15.2 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA21.32 and EB45.R36; Document A23//AFL//8 Rev.l)

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the item, directed attention to 
document A23/AFL/8 Rev.l which summarized the Organization's action in respect of the fifty- 
two recommendations contained in the second report of the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to 
examine the Finances of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies: a numbered list of 
those recommendations would be found in Official Records No. 165, Annex 11.

The Director-General had submitted a progress report on the matter to the Board's forty- 
first session, since when certain steps had been taken regarding the implementation of the 
recommendations considered by the Board and the Health Assembly to require further study.
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The General Assembly of the United Nations, after studying the progress report containing 
the reports presented by the organizations in the United Nations system which had been submitted 
by the Secretary-General in 1968, had requested that a further report be submitted to its 
twenty-fifth session. It was the Director-General's intention to comply with that request.

Section 2 of the document before the Committee referred to measures taken by WHO in 
respect of recommendations 21, 29, 30 and 35, the first of which had been dealt with by the 
Committee when it had adopted the proposal regarding the Working Capital Fund. Recommendations 
29 and 30 related to long-term planning and evaluation respectively. The measures already 
taken in that connexion - one of which concerned the inclusion in the 1971 programme and 
budget estimates of a projection for 1972 - would serve to further the implementation of 
recommendations 8 and 9, but additional measures were also envisaged. The Director-General 
was providing information in the annual financial report to indicate the relationship between 
budget performance and the original and revised budget estimates; also, the Health Assembly 
recognized the need to preserve flexibility so that programmes could be adjusted in the light 
of changes in the needs of the Organization and its Members. As stated in section 2.2.8, 
following a request by the Health Assembly the Director-General had submitted an interim 
report to the Board on the feasibility of establishing long-term financial indicators. In 
that report, he had outlined the difficulties that had arisen because some Members were 
themselves unable to provide WHO with the relevant information. The Board had decided 
that the subject required more detailed study, including consultations with recipient 
governments which would be conducted through the regional offices and the results of which 
would be considered by the regional committees. The Director-General would then submit a 
further progress report to the forty-seventh session of the Board.

With regard to recommendation 35, the United Nations Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions had visited WHO headquarters in May 1969. Its final report would be 
submitted to the twenty-fifth session of the United Nations General Assembly, and the Director- 
General would in turn report on its findings to the forty-seventh session of the Board and the 
Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly.

Section 3 of document A23/AFL/8 Rev.l referred to the recommendations that still required 
further study on an inter-agency basis. Further progress reports on those recommendations - 
which concerned such important items as uniform budget presentation, standardization of 
financial regulations and additional standardization of nomenclature - would be submitted 
to future sessions of the Board and Health Assembly. With those exceptions, the Organization 
had now dealt with all the recommendations.

Dr EHRLICH (United States of America) said that WHO had done extremely well in implementing 
the recommendations, and should not be unduly modest in presenting them. It was now some time 
since the recommendations had been made, however, and he trusted that the Secretariat would 
put those that still had to be dealt with into effect as soon as possible.

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that all the recommendations not requiring 
inter-agency action had been dealt with by the Organization. Action was outstanding only 
on those requiring inter-agency consultations, and the Director-General would submit reports 
thereon as and when progress was made.

The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further comments, invited the Rapporteur to 
prepare a draft resolution on the item for the Committee’s consideration later.



3. SELECTION OF THE COUNTRY OR REGION IN WHICH THE TWENTY-FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY WILL
BE HELD: Item 3.3 of the Agenda

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the item, said that, under Article 14 
of the Constitution, the Health Assembly was required to decide on the country or region in 
which the following session would be held, the place and date being decided by the Board 
thereafter. Since there had been no invitations for the twenty-fourth session to be held 
away from Geneva, the Director-General suggested that the Health Assembly decide that it take 
place in Switzerland.

The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no comments, invited the Rapporteur to read out the 
draft resolution prepared under the item.

Dr KOUROUMA (Guinea), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,
Considering the provision of Article 14 of the Constitution with regard to the

selection of the country or region in which the next Health Assembly will be held,
DECIDES that the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly shall be held in Switzerland.

Decision : The draft resolution was approved.
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4. SITUATION REGARDING THE POSSIBILITIES FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF WHO: Item 3.4 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA22.26; Documents AFL/23/i
and Add.l)

Mr GUTTERIDGE, Legal Adviser, introducing the item, directed attention to documents 
AFL/23/l and Add.l which, pursuant to resolution WHA22.26, contained the Director-General's 
report on the situation regarding the acceptance of amendments to, on the one hand, Article 7 
of the Constitution and, on the other, Articles 24 and 25 thereof.

Since preparing the list of acceptances (document A23/AFl /i , Annexes A and B), WHO had 
been notified by the United Nations Secretary-General of Burundi’s acceptance, on 11 May 1970, 
of the amendments to Article 7, bringing the number of acceptances to that Article to 40.
The amendments to Articles 24 and 25 had now also been accepted by Burundi and Monaco, on 
11 and 14 May 1970 respectively, making a total thus far of 44 acceptances to those amendments.

He recalled that, on the basis of the Organization's present membership and under the 
provisions of the Constitution, 86 acceptances would be required to bring the amendments into 
force. There had been delays because some acceptances had been addressed to the Director- 
General rather than to the United Nations Secretary-General, who was the depository. Further, 
under United Nations practice, such acceptances should be signed either by the Head of State 
or by the Minister of Foreign Affairs. The United Nations was not prepared to accept 
documents signed by some other authority.

Dr NCHINDA (Cameroon) noting that Cameroon was not listed among the countries having 
accepted the amendments to Articles 24 and 25, said that his Government’s letter of acceptance, 
though signed by the Head of State, had been misdirected in the first instance. The situation 
had since been rectified, however, and the letter sent to the Secretary-General should reach 
WHO shortly.

The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further comments, invited the Rapporteur to read 
out the draft resolution prepared under the item.
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Dr KOUROUMA (Guinea), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly
NOTES the report of the Director-General on the situation regarding the possibilities 

for acceptance of amendments to the Constitution of WHO.

Decision : The draft resolution was approved.

5. IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION WHA7.33: Item 3.5 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA7.33, 
WHA11.21, WHA22.28 and EB45.R10; Official Records No. 181, Annex 8)

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, introducing the item, referred the Committee to resolution EB45.R10 
in which the Board, after recalling the provisions of resolutions WHA7.33 and WHA22.28, had 
noted the Director-General's report on the implementation of resolution WHA7.33 and transmitted 
it to the Twenty-third Health Assembly. In that report (Official Records No. 181, Annex 8), 
he had informed the Board that the 1969 session of Sub-Committee A of the Regional Committee 
for the Eastern Mediterranean had been scheduled to meet at the regional headquarters in 
Alexandria from 6-10 October 1969, and the session of Sub-Committee В at Headquarters in Geneva 
on 21 and 22 October 1969. On 25 July 1969, the Regional Director had sent letters to Members 
and Associate Members in the Region, asking them to inform him of their intentions regarding 
participation in the Sub-Committees. Ethiopia and France had replied stating that they also 
intended to participate in Sub-Committee B. After having been informed of the situation 
regarding participation in that Sub-Committee, in response to a request, Israel had notified 
the Director-General that it did not wish to be represented. The Sub-Committee’s session had 
therefore been cancelled following consultation with the two other Members concerned. The 
Health Assembly, in resolution WHA22.28, had reaffirmed resolutions WHA6.47 and WHA7.33, and 
had requested the Director-General and the Regional Director to take the necessary measures to 
ensure the implementation of those resolutions. As the Committee would note from his report, 
both he and the Regional Director had made every effort to convene both Sub-Committees but it 
had not proved possible to do so in the case of Sub-Committee B. Should the Committee so 
wish, he was prepared to suggest an appropriate form of a wording for a draft resolution on 
the matter.

The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no comments, invited the Rapporteur to read out the 
draft resolution prepared by the Secretariat.

Dr KOUROUMA (Guinea), Rapporteur, read out the following draft resolution:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,
Noting the report of the Director-General on the implementation of resolution WHA7.33,

and,
Recalling the provisions of resolution WHA22.28,

1. COMMENDS the Director-General and the Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 
for their efforts to give full effect to the above-mentioned resolutions and requests all 
concerned to continue their efforts to resolve the difficulties; and
2. REQUESTS the Director-General in the event of any new developments in this matter to 
submit a report to a future Assembly.

6. HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST: Item 2.9 of the 
Agenda (Resolution WHA22.43; Document А23/р&в/э )

The CHAIRMAN said that, though it had been decided to discuss item 2.9 at the meeting, it 
was the wish of several members to defer discussion thereon until later. He suggested that 
that be done.

It was so agreed.



7. CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY: Item 2.16 of the Agenda

Programme matters: Item 2.16.1 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA22.55 and WHA22.56;
Documents А2з/р8ьВ/ю  and Corr.l)

Dr BELLERIVE, Director, Division of Co-ordination and Evaluation, said that the Director- 
General's report on the item (document А 23/р &в /ю ) consisted of two parts: the first, dated 
2 May 1970, referred to decisions taken by the United Nations, the specialized agencies and 
IAEA between January and May 1970; annexed to it was the report (document EB45/18), dated 
16 January 1970, which had already been submitted to the Executive Board at its forty-fifth 
session.

That report was in three chapters. The first gave the decisions of the United Nations 
General Assembly and of the Economic and Social Council having a bearing on WHO's activities; 
the second contained an outline of the work of the United Nations Development Programme, UNICEF 
and the World Food Programme; and the third dealt with the decisions taken by the specialized 
agencies.

He would refer to only a few of the subjects covered by the report, but the absence of 
comment on the others did not mean that they were considered of less importance.

Paragraphs 1.3 and 1.4 of the report gave details of WHO's participation in the work of 
the Preparatory Committee for the Second United Nations Development Decade. Section 2 gave 
information on the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination which had been reconstituted in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Enlarged Committee for Programme and Co-ordination 
and of the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 2579 (XXIV), taking account of 
certain factors enumerated in paragraph 2.5.

Section 3 contained information on social development questions, and on General Assembly 
resolutions 2542 (XXIV) and 2543 (XXIV); the latter resolution recommended that international 
organizations and agencies concerned with development should consider the Declaration on 
Social Progress and Development as an important international document in the formulation of 
strategies and programmes designed to achieve social progress and development. WHO had taken 
part in the inter-agency meeting referred to in paragraph 3.5, which had taken place in Geneva 
between 4 and 20 March 1970. Its report would be considered by the Economic and Social Council 
during the current month, and the WHO Executive Board would be informed of all new developments 
at its forty-seventh session.

Section 5, dealing with science and technology, outlined the steps that had been taken 
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Enlarged Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination. WHO had taken an active part in the work of the Advisory Committee on the 
Application of Science and Technology to Development and had contributed to the World Plan of 
Action being drawn up by the Advisory Committee.

As regards problems of the human environment (section 8), WHO was co-operating with the 
intergovernmental Preparatory Committee for the United Nations conference on the subject.

Section 10 referred to the measures taken by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on psycho
tropic substances not under international control.

With regard to section 13, on colonial countries and peoples and apartheid, the Director- 
General had drawn the attention of Member States and the Executive Board to resolution 2555 
(XXIV) and all previous resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly on the subject, 
and had informed the Secretary-General accordingly.

It would be noted from section 17, on the question of chemical and bacteriological 
(biological) weapons, that the Secretary-General of the United Nations had communicated the 
report of the WHO group of experts to all governmental delegations taking part in the General 
Assembly.
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Part II of the report in document EB45/Ï8 gave a summary of the main developments in 
co-operation between WHO and the United Nations Development Programme, UNICEF and the World 
Food Programme, In connexion with UNDP, the main preoccupation was with the Capacity Study, 
which would be considered under item 16.2 of the Health Assembly's agenda. The World Food 
Programme had held the seventeenth session of its intergovernmental committee in New York in 
April 1970. The growing co-operation between WHO and national authorities in the preparation 
and evaluation of projects requiring the assistance of the World Food Programme had permitted 
the elaboration of seven new projects and the expansion of projects already under way.

Part III, dealing with the specialized agencies, mentioned two matters particularly worthy 
of attention: the understanding reached between IAEA and WHO, in accordance with which IAEA 
would stress new technological developments, while WHO would give more attention to their 
application, and the agreement reached between WHO and the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development on WHO's participation in the missions organized by the Bank. WHO had 
already taken part in one such mission, in Latin America,

The report contained all the information that it had been possible to collect to date.
The Director-General and his staff would do their best to answer any questions the Committee 
might wish to ask.

Dr EVANG (Norway) asked whether members would have the opportunity to comment on the 
revised draft protocol on psychotropic substances (Appendix II to document A23/p&b/10) under 
another agenda item.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that they would not. He suggested that, if Members wished 
to comment on the matter referred to, the discussion be postponed to allow the Secretariat 
time to prepare the necessary information.

It was so agreed.

The meeting rose at 10.20 p.m.


