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1. In resolution WHA22.35, the World Health Assembly requested the Director-General to 
consult the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) on collaboration between the two Organizations concerning the socio-economic consequences 
of the zoonoses and to report his findings to the forty-fifth session of the Executive Board. 
The resolution envisaged that this activity should assist Member States in surveying and 
evaluating the importance of zoonoses and the relative priority they should receive in 
national planning for socio-economic development. 

2. The current joint FAO/WHO programme in zoonoses has been dealing primarily with the 
biomedical aspects of this group of infections and is oriented mainly towards applied research, 
surveillance, control and elimination. Only isolated attempts have been made to assess their 
economic and public health importance using traditional methods of measuring losses. Further-
more, these and other similar studies have been made mainly in relation to advanced-type 
animal husbandry primarily because a minimum of reasonable data was available. Very few 
comparable studies appear to have been made, for example under conditions of nomadic animal 
husbandry which is widely practised in many developing parts of the world. Similarly, little 
is known of the social effects of loss of animals and animal products in cultures where animals 
have very different significances in value and meaning from that in economically developed 
countries. 

3. After consultation with the Director-General of FAO, it is felt that the first step 
should be the setting up of pilot studies in a few selected areas to assess the socio-economic 
importance of zoonoses. These studies would be planned by a group of experts in zoonoses, 
health and agricultural economics and in modern methods of systems analysis, which the 
Organizations would convene jointly as soon as possible this year. 

4. Depending upon the conditions in the selected area, the zoonoses to be studied would be 
chosen from the following: brucellosis, animal tuberculosis, rabies, anthrax, taeniasis-
cysticercosis, and other zoonoses of local importance. 

5. The pilot studies would deal with both human and animal health in the socio-cultural 
background, of the areas concerned, and would attempt to incorporate suitable biomedical and 
epidemiological techniques as well as the socio-economic assessments involving systems analysis 
Similar types of studies are already being attempted with reference to other problems faced by 
WHO and FAO, and we are under no illusions concerning the difficulties involved. We do not 
see, however, any alternative to fulfilling effectively resolution WHA22.35. 
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6. At this stage the Director-General cannot define the budgetary implications of this 
study beyond the cost of an informal meeting of a small group of consultants from WHO and FAO 
to analyse the requirements of the pilot studies referred to previously. WHO'S participation 
in such a meeting would be possible within the framework of the present 1970 budget. A 
report will be submitted to a subsequent session of the Executive Board concerning any budgetary 
implications that would be involved in executing pilot studies or other methodologies that might 
be recommended by the consultant group mentioned. It is hoped that in two to three years from 
their start, these studies would yield enough information on which further action could be based 


