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I, Background information 
i 

iil At ite Twenty-second session the World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA22.4, which 
ihter alia 

"REQUESTS the Executive Board to consider the desirability and feasibility of the 
establishment of a group of represent at i ves of Member States to consult with the 
Externál Auditor on his examination of the financial and administrative procedures of 
WHO, tftking Into account the discussion of this matter at the Twenty-second World Health 
Assembly, and to submit a report thereon to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly 
togôthér with its recommendations.и 

1.2 At it 
inter ail a 

forty-fourth session the Executive Board adopted resolution EB44.R20,2 which 

"RÉQÛÈÔTS the Director-General to» arrange that the External Auditor of the World Health 
Organization be present to assist at the forty-fifth session of the Executive Board when 
the Board considers the desirability and feasibility of the establishment of a group of 
represent at i ves of Member States to consult with the External Auditor on his examination 
of the financiial and administrative procedures of WHO." 

The Di rector-General has arranged with the External Auditor that he be present during 
the Board's discussion oil this subject. 

2. The position of the External Auditor 
3 

2.1 Irt accordance with Article XII of the Financial Regulations, the External Auditor is 
appointed by, is responsible to, and can be removed only by, the World Health Assembly. This 
is to ensure the complete independence of the Auditor. This is also apparent in paragraph 2 
of the Appendix "Principles to govern the audit procedures of the World Health Organization"4 
which states inter alia 

’’• • • the auditors shall be the sole judges as to the acceptance in whole or in part 
of certifications by the Secretariat . . 

Off. Rec, Wld Hlth Org,, 176, p. 2. 
Off, Rec> Wld Hlth Org" 178, p. 9. 
Basic Documents, 20th ed., p. 78. 
Basiо Documents, 20th ed” pe 80. 
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2.2 The External Auditor is a member of the Panel of External Auditors of the United 
Nations and Specialized Agencies• The Panel operates under the provisions of the annex to 
General Assembly resolution 1438 (XIV) of 5 December 1959, which reads as follows: 

"(1) The members of the United Nations Board of Auditors and the appointed external 
auditors of the specialized agencies and of the International Atomic Energy Agency shall 
constitute a Panel of External Auditors, the purpose of which shall be to further the 
co-ordination of the audits for which its members are responsible and to exchange 
information on methods and findings. 

(2) The Panel may submit to the executive heads of the participating organizations any 
observations or recommendations it may wish to make in relation 'to the accounts and 
financial procedures of the organizations‘. 

(3) The executive heads of the participating organizations may, through their auditor 
(or auditors ) submit to the Panel for its opinion or recommendations any matter within 
its competence. 

(4) The Panel shall elect its chairman and adopt its rules of procedure. Meetings 
shall be held when necessary, but normally not less frequently than once every two years. 

(5) Costs of the meetings of the Panel shall be borne by the participating organizations. 

2.3 As a follow-up to Recommendation 27(b) in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts 
to Examine the Finances of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies,1 the Panel 
concluded inter alia that the "corporate role envisaged by the Ad Hoc Committee for the Panel, 
viz. to 'promote the development of common audit standards throughout the United Nations 
family' can and should be carried out by the existing Panel of External Auditors, which was 
created by the General Assembly with appropriate terms of reference for this very purpose". 

3. The Financial Regulations 

Should the Board decide to recommend to the Assembly the "establishment of a group of 
representatives of Member States to consult with the External Auditor" appropriate changes 
would have to be made to the Financial Regulations. 

1 Off, Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, Annex 11, p. 62. 


