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REAL ESTATE FUND

Report of the Director-General

1. Having considered a report by the Director-General concerning the establishment of a  ̂
Real Estate Fund,^ the Executive Board at its forty-fifth session adopted resolution EB45.R19, 
which includes a recommended resolution for adoption by the Twenty-third World Health Assembly. 
Paragraph 1 of the latter resolution reads, inter alia:

"DECIDES that:

(i) a new Real Estate Fund be established and the Revolving Fund for Real Estate 
Operations be disestablished;
(ii) the assets and liabilities of the disestablished Revolving Fund for Real Estate 
Operations be transferred to the Real Estate Fund;

(iii) the Real Estate Fund be credited with receipts of rentals relating to real estate 
operations and that additional credits in the Fund be built up gradually by the use of 
available casual income;
(iv) interest earned on the investments of the Fund be credited to the Fund;" ...

Paragraph 2 reads as follows:

"DECIDES that replenishments of, or increases in, the Fund shall be made by appropriations 
by the Health Assembly from casual income; these appropriations shall be voted separately from 
the appropriation for the relevant budget year;"

2. The Executive Board did not make any recommendation on the amount of casual income which 
might be initially appropriated by the Health Assembly to the Fund.

3. In his report to the Executive Board,1 the Director-General pointed to the problems 
facing the Organization in providing the financing of urgent real estate requirements and he 
proprosed that "the Health Assembly authorize an initial transfer to the Fund of the balance 
of casual income available at 31 December 1969 after providing $ 1 ООО 000 of such income to 
help finance the 1971 budget".

4. When the Executive Board at its forty-fifth session discussed the amount of casual income to 
be used to help finance the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1971, the Director-General 
inter alia, stated: "He recognized that, if the Health Assembly adopted the recommendation of 
the Board in its resolution EB45.R18 there would be an excess in the Working Capital Fund on
1 January 1971 of $ 1 136 560, which could revert to casual income or could be used for other 
appropriate purposes. He was similarly aware of the fact that after providing $ 1 ООО 000 of 
the casual income available at 31 December 1969 there would remain an estimated balance of 
$ 1 257 300. As he had explained to the Board, there were urgent requirements to be met from 
the proposed Real Estate Fund and he hoped that, if the Twenty-third World Health Assembly 
agreed to the establishment of that fund, it would authorize the transfer of both these amounts 
as initial credits to the Real Estate Fund, the demands on which, even in the period between

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 181. Annex 12, 184-lè9.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 181, 12.
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the present Board and the Twenty-third World Health Assembly, might be quite considerable" 
(underscoring supplied).1

5. The Director-General's report under agenda item 3.12.1 "Headquarters Accommodation:
Future Requirements" recalls the continuing urgent problem of acquisition of land to permit 
the planning of a project to construct additional permanent office accommodation. It also 
refers to the now evident need for a second temporary building to provide office space pending 
the completion of a permanent structure. Funds for these purposes are likely to be needed
in 1970 and 1971.

6. In his report concerning "Headquarters Accommodation: Report on Financing" under 
agenda item 3.12.2 the Director-General is proposing that the cost to the Organization as
a consequence of the judgement of the Tribunal on the second litigation between the Organi
zation and the contractor for the main works of the headquarters building, should be met 
from the Real Estate Fund, conditional upon the Health Assembly providing sufficient credits 
to that Fund.

27. As indicated in the Director-General's report the requirements for additional staff 
housing in the regional office for Africa are particularly urgent and an estimated amount of 
$ 845 000 will be needed for this purpose in 1970. In addition, an estimated amount of
$ 385 000 will be needed in 1971 to begin the first state of a further extension to the 
regional office building in Brazzaville. An extension of the regional office building for 
South-East Asia will also be necessary to meet additional space requirements foreseen by 
1972. According to tentative plans for such an extension the cost is estimated at 
$ 110 000. The report of the Director-General also referred to potential needs of other 
regional offices, the costs of which cannot now be determined.

8. To meet part of the costs referred to in the above paragraphs 5-7 from the Real Estate 
Fund the Director-General recommends that the Health Assembly appropriate an amount of
$ 3 ООО 000 to the Real Estate Fund, after providing $ 1 ООО 000 to help finance the 1971 
budget. The amount of $ 3 ООО 000 can be derived from the following sources: miscellaneous 
income available at 31 December 1969 of $ 1 333 665; accumulated cash in the Assembly 
Suspense Account as at 30 April 1970 of $ 537 921; and the balance of $ 1 128 414 from the 
surplus of Part II of the Working Capital Fund which will become available on 1 January 1971, 
should the Health Assembly adopt the resolution recommended by the Executive Board in its 
resolution EB45.R183 to be considered by the Assembly under agenda item 3.10.1 "Review of 
the Working Capital Fund".

9. Should the Health Assembly agree with the Director-General's proposal it may wish to 
consider the adoption of a resolution along the following lines:

APPROPRIATION TO THE REAL ESTATE FUND

"The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General concerning the amount required 
at this time to be appropriated to the Real Estate Fund,

1. DECIDES to appropriate to the Real Estate Fund an amount of $ 3 ООО 000; and

2. DECIDES further that this appropriation shall be financed by:
$ 1 333 665 of miscellaneous income available as at 31 December 1969;
$ 537 921 of cash accumulated in the Assembly Suspense Account as at 

30 April 1970;
$ 1 128 414 from the surplus of Part II of the Working Capital Fund on

1 January 1971".
1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 182, 99 paragraph 12.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 181, Annex 12, 185-6.
3 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 181, 11-12.
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REAL ESTATE FUND

Report by the Director-General

(Additional housing for the staff of the African 
Regional Office and extension of the Regional Office building)

1. Operative paragraph 3 of the resolution proposed in resolution EB45.R19 by the Executive 
Board for adoption by the Health Assembly to establish the Real Estate Fund1 authorizes the 
use of the Fund to finance construction projects to the extent that these have been approved 
by the Assembly.

2. As reflected in paragraph 7 of the document to which this is an addendum, there is 
urgent need to proceed with the construction of additional housing for the staff of the 
Regional Office for Africa and to extend the office building. The Assembly is therefore 
asked to consider the adoption of the following resolution, giving effect to the requirements 
of the proposed resolution on the Real Estate Fund:

"The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,
2Having regard to the provision of operative paragraph 3 of resolution WHA23.— ,

Noting the plan presented by the Director-General to the Executive Board at its 
forty-fifth session,3 for construction at Brazzaville of additional housing for staff 
of the Regional Office and extension of the office building for the African Region;

AUTHORIZES the Director-General to proceed with the proposed construction according 
to the plan presented, to the extent that funds are available in the Real Estate Fund."

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 181, 13.
2 The draft resolution proposed by the Executive Board in EB45.R19.
3 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 181, Annex 12, p. 185.
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Report by the Director-General 

(Acquisition of additional land at Headquarters)

1. From the record of the discussion on Headquarters Accommodation: Future requirements, 
at the Twentieth World Health Assembly,1 a résumé of which was presented to the Executive 
Board at its forty-fifth session, and from the discussion which took place at that session,3 
the Director-General had understood that it was clearly the intent of the Health Assembly 
and the Executive Board that he should proceed to acquire additional land at headquarters.
The need to ensure that any available land was acquired by the Organization in order to 
protect the future of the headquarters building had been recognized by the Twentieth World 
Health Assembly and, in accordance with the instructions of that Assembly, he has been 
negotiating ever since to acquire such land. Because of the long delay of these negotiations 
and the further time required before the permanent building will be completed, it is now clear 
that there is a need to construct a further temporary building.

2. The World Health Assembly may wish, in confirmation of its previously indicated wishes, 
to adopt a resolution along the following lines:

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,
4Having regard to the provisions of operative paragraph 3 of Resolution WHA23.-,

Having regard to the discussions which took place at the Twentieth World Health Assembly, 
at the Forty-fifth session of the Executive Board and at this Assembly concerning the need 
to acquire additional land at headquarters,

AUTHORIZES the Director-General to acquire suitable additional land at headquarters by 
purchase or other means.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 161, pp. 451-454, pp. 483-492.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 181, pp. 187-189.
Annex to document A23/AFL/9,
The draft resolution proposed by the Executive Board in Resolution EB45.R19.4


