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AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER

At its seventh session, held in Lyon, France from 28 to 29 October 1969, the Governing
Council of the International Agency for Research on Cancer adopted amended Articles of the
Statute1 of the Agency, relating to the financing of the Agency.
These amendments were
required as a consequence of the adoption of a new basis for the long term financing of the
Agency, as set forth in Resolution GC/7/R5 of the Governing Council (see Annex).
Under the provisions of Article X of the Agency’s Statute, amendments shall come into
force when adopted by the Governing Council by a two-thirds majority of its members who are
representatives of Participating States and accepted by the World Health Assembly.
These amendments are therefore submitted to the Health Assembly for acceptance, in order
that the new financial system may take effect in the year 1971, as provided in the Governing
Council's resolution.
The Health Assembly may therefore wish to consider the adoption of the following resolution
The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,
Considering the amendments to Articles VIII.1, VIII.3 and VIII.4
of the Statute of the International Agency for Research on Cancer, adopted
by the Governing Council at its Seventh Session
Considering the provisions of Article X (Amendments) of the
Statute of the Agency
ACCEPTS the following amendments to the Statute of the Agency.
Article VIII.1

The administrative services and permanent activiti
of the Agency shall be financed by annual
contributions by each Participating State.

Article VIII.3

The level or levels of annual contributions shall
be determined by the Governing Council.

Article VIII.4

Any decision to change the level or levels of
annual contributions shall require a two-thirds
majority of the members of the Governing Council
who are representatives of Participating States.

^ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed., pp. 96-98.
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LONG TERM FINANCING OF THE AGENCY

The Governing Council,
Reiterating the importance of preserving the criteria
established by Article XII of the Statute,
Desiring that as many WHO Member States as possible which fulfil
the criteria should participate in the work of the Agency,
Considering that the expansion of the scientific activities of
the Agency will be closely related to the entry of new Participating
States,
Recognising that the method by which contributions to the budget
are assessed is a factor which will influence the decision on member
ship by possible new Participating States,
Considering that the system of equal contributions which operated
for the first five-year period should be reviewed,
RESOLVES
1.

That part of the budget will be funded by equal contributions

of $150 000 from each Participating State.
2.

That the balance of the budget will be funded by a system

which takes account of national resources,
3.

That for this purpose, Participating States will be classed

in four groups according to the WHO scale of assessment, as
follows:

a)

Group 1 comprises the Participating States which contribute
more than

b)

in the WHO scale of assessment.

Group 2 comprises the Participating States which contribute
between 4# and 8# in the WHO scale of assessment.

c)

Group 3 comprises the Participating States which contribute
between 2# and

d)

in the WHO scale of assessment.

Group 4 comprises the Participating States which contribute
less than 2# in the WHO scale of assessment.

4.

That the balance of the budget referred to in 2. above will

be divided into units which will be paid by Participating States
as follows:
a)

Group 1 will pay 8 units

b)

Group 2 will pay 4 units

c)

Group 3 will pay 2 units

d)

Group 4 will pay 1 unit

5.

That the new system will take effect in the financial year of

1971.
6.

That amendments to the Statute of the International Agency

for Research on Cancer be made in accordance with the revised text
of the right hand column below.
Approved amended text

Statute Ref.

Original text

Article VIII.1

The administrative services

The administrative services

and permanent activities of

and permanent activities

the Agency shall be financed of the Agency shall be

Article VIII.3

by equal annual contribu-

financed by annual con

tions by each Participating

tributions by each

State.

Participating State.

These annual contributions

The level or levels of

shall be $150 000

annual contribution shall
be determined by the
Governing Council.
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Statute Ref.

Original text

Approved amended text

Article VIII.4

The amount of these

Any decision to change the

contributions shall not

level or levels of annual

be changed for five years

contribution shall require

except by unanimous

a two-thirds majority of

decision of the Governing

the members of the

Council.

Governing Council who are

After that

period, any decision to

representatives of

change the amount shall

Participating States.

require a two-thirds
majority of the members
of the Governing Council
who are representatives
of Participating States.

