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TWENTY-THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
INDEXED

FIFTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE A

During the course of its meetings held on 20 May 1970, Committee A decided to recommend 
to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolutions:

- Research in the Organization of Community Health Services

- Health Hazards of Food Additives

- Appropriation Resolution for the Financial Year 1971
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RESEARCH IN THE ORGANIZATION OF 
COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Believing that the health of a community calls for a state of complete physical, mental 
and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity of individuals of 
that community;

Emphasizing that optimum development of the population structure requires environmental 
conditions which are favourable to the health of all individuals in the community;

Considering that to secure the health of the population and its optimum development it 
is necessary :

(i) to assess the health status of the population and its development;

(ii) to assess and promote environmental conditions conducive to health;

(iii) to devise methods and means both for the promotion of health of all people and the
prevention of disease, disability and infirmity;

(iv) to organize facilities for prevention of disease, medical care and rehabilitation
for the community according to its need;

Bearing in mind that the proper organization and development of health services for the 
community requires not only the appropriate human resources and financial means but also 
continuous scientific evaluation of the organization and activities of services provided; and

Believing that research into the assessment of health and the evaluation of services 
should be carried out in countries with different social systems and different levels of 
economic development,

REQUESTS the Director-General to review the WHO research programme in this field so as 
to ensure that appropriate priority is given to the study and development of the most 
appropriate systems for the organization of community health services; and to report on 
this subject to the World Health Assembly.



A23/31
page 3

HEALTH HAZARDS OF FOOD ADDITIVES

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly,

Being concerned about the potential hazards of food additives to the consumer;

Aware of the increasing research done on toxicity of food additives;

Having noted the intensive publicity commonly given by the lay press to questions of 
safety of food additives and the widespread repercussions which follow action by any country 
to limit or prohibit the use of a generally used food additive;

Noting that the matter has been raised at the forty-fifth session of the Executive Board
and

Agreeing that there is an urgent need for rapid dissemination of the results of toxicity 
research of food additives, including the results and consequences of evaluation of such 
studies,

1. REQUESTS Member States :

(i) to communicate immediately to WHO any decision to limit or prohibit the use of a 
food additive; and

(ii) to supplement as soon as possible such information with the data in support of 
the decision taken; and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General where such action would be useful:

(i) to transmit immediately to Member States information received under paragraph (1);

(ii) to take expeditious steps to evaluate any significant new evidence of toxicity of 
a specific food additive, including if necessary the convening of a meeting of experts, 
where appropriate in consultation with FAO;

(iii) to distribute promptly to Member States any conclusions of such a meeting.
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APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1971 

The Twenty-third World Health Assembly

DECIDES to appropriate for the financial year 1971 an amount of US$ 86 857 764 as 
follows :

Appropriation Amount
Section Purpose of Appropriation US$

PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS

1 World Health Assembly 541 984
2 Executive Board and its Committees 235 950
3 Regional Committees 126 900

Total - Part I 904 834

PART II: OPERATING PROGRAMME

4 Programme Activities 60 856 277
5 Regional Offices 6 294 976
6 Expert Committees 216 800

Total - Part II 67 368 053

PART III: ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

7 Administrative Services 4 448 413

Total - Part III 4 448 413

PART IV: OTHER PURPOSES

8 Headquarters Building: Repayment of loans 508 700

Total - Part IV 508 700

Effective Working Budget (Parts I, II, III and IV) 73 230 000
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PART V: STAFF ASSESSMENT 

9 Transfer to Tax Equalization Fund 8 888 931

Total - Part V 8 888 931

PART VI: RESERVE

10 Undistributed Reserve 4 738 833

Total - Part VI 4 738 833

Total - ALL PARTS 86 857 764

B. Amounts not exceeding the appropriations voted under paragraph A shall be available for 
the payment of obligations incurred during the period 1 January to 31 December 1971, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Financial Regulations.

Notwithstanding the provisions of this paragraph, the Director-General shall limit the 
obligations to be incurred during the financial year 1971 to the effective working budget 
established by the World Health Assembly, i.e. Parts I, II, III and IV.

C. The appropriations voted under paragraph A shall be financed by contributions from 
Members after deduction of:

(i) reimbursement from the Technical Assistance component of 
the United Nations Development Programme in the amount of

(ii) assessments on new Members from previous years in the 
amount of

(iii) miscellaneous income in the amount of

Total

US$ 1 268 624

US$ 21 565 

US$ 978 435 

US$ 2 268 624

thus resulting in assessments against Members of US$ 84 589 140. In establishing the 
amounts of contributions to be paid by individual Members, their assessments shall be reduced 
further by the amount standing to their credit in the Tax Equalization Fund, except that the 
credits of those Members whose nationals, staff members of WHO, are required to pay taxes 
on their WHO emoluments shall be reduced by the estimated amounts of such tax reimbursements 
to be made by the Organization.


