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The following elaboration of paragraph 38 on page 8 of Chapter II of the above report 

is proposed for inclusion in the report by the Director-General : 

"Research in Epidemiology and Communications Science 

The formation and plans for such a Centre illustrate some of the steps which 

to transform the series of general research aims described into research studies. 

this step that the strengths of a multi-disciplinary group are most apparent. 

For the epidemiology of high risk groups to be of practical importance, it must be possible 

to use the presence of various combinations of environmental, social and host factors to 

predict the probabilities of later death or disease. Prior to starting such studies, the 

mathematicians have needed to consider whether it is valid or possible to use the results of a 方 

varied series of tests and measurements of diverse specificity and accuracy to predict an 

event to which they may have only a questionable biological connexion. The numerical analysts 

are using material from other studies and a simulation model to start facing the enormous 

methodological problems connected with using multiple factor findings in large populations. 

The statisticians must evolve ways of sampling urban populations where some segments do not 

have a fixed place of residence and present sampling methods are difficult to apply• The 

behavioural scientists, ecologists and geographers must be able to describe both the people and 

where they live, so that factors can be identified and the findings interpreted. 

We are now at this stage of research. The problems and over-all objectives have been 

identified, some of the methodological blocks are apparent and are being faced by a series of 

small distinct studies, and some of the qualities of the major studies where the pieces will 

be brought together can be properly described. The facilities required to carry out these 

studies are available in Iran, and the Organization is extremely grateful for this co-operation. 

This stage of development is expected to last through 1969 and 1970.
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