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1. Summary 

1.1 In resolution the Twentieth World Health Assembly, after considering 
the Director-General1s report on future requirements for office accommodation at 
headquarters, authorized and requested him, in respeot of the estimated long-term 
needs for office accommodation, to: 

tt(a) continue studying these requirements in the fullest possible detail, 
taking into account the various comments and suggestions made in the course of 
the discussion, particularly with regard to the prospective increase in the 
number of staff; 

(b) make a further study of all the possibilities that the present 
building can still offer; 

(c ) consult with the local authorities with regard to the acquisition of any-
additional land that may be required for a possible extension; 

(d) present to the forty-first session of the Executive Board, and 
subsequently to the TVenty-first World Health Assembly, the results of his 
studies# including the relevant cost estimates•" 

1.2 In this report, the Direotor-General presents, first, the results of his 
study of further possibilities for exploiting the present building; second, a 
report on his consultations with regard to the acquisition of additional land; and, 
third, the results of his more detailed examination of the volume of construction 
whioh would be required In relation to the estimate of staff growth presented to the 
Twentieth World Health Assembly. 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisionsj 9th edition, p. 397• 

2 Off. Rec# Wld Hlth Org" l6o. Annex 9, PP. 85-87 
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2. Possibilities for Additional Utilization of Space within the present 
Building— 

2Л lyfembers of the Board will recall the suggestions which were made at the 
thirty-ninth session of the Executive Board for the creation of additional office 
areas within the present structure. As reflected in the report to the 
Twentieth World Health Assembly,工 some of these suggestions have been 
implemented and a certain amount of useful additional office space has thus been 
achieved at modest cost. 

2.2 Since the Twentieth World Health Assembly, a further complete inventory has 
been made of all space both inside the present structure and immediately 
adjacent thereto which could be üsed as office space, meeting rooms, or storage 
space. Иге suggestions made during the thirty-ninth session of the Executive 
Board which have not been implemented have again been considered and incorporated 
in this new complete inventory• The possibilities reflected by this inventory 
fall into three categories• 

2.2.1 FIRST. There are areas in the hallways on the seven office floors which 
could be enclosed. Apart from seven modules opposite the office of the 
Director-General0 these interior areas would have to be entirely artificially 
illuminated and they could not be air-conditioned without important structural 
alterations. They would, therefore, not be suitable for office accommodation. 
Игеу could serve as storage areas or as small meeting rooms for meetings of short 
durâtion• Die enclosing of certain of these areas would raise some important 
questions of security because of obstructing circulation. 

2.2.2 SECOND. The enclosing of areas which are presently outside the 
enclosed area of the building, but within its total volume; for example, the 
areas which are presently open terrace on the eighth floor and similar areas at 
the two extremities of the building at the main entrance level. Such areas would 
enjoy good daylight? they would involve considerable expenditures for air-con-
ditioning, but they do represent possibilities for additional offices although at 
hi曲 cost. 

2.2.3 THIRD. It was suggested during the thirty-ninth session of the Executive 
Board that offices be constructed below and/or above the library and the office 
area serving the Board. Here substantial structural problems would arise and 
the cost per office would be quite high. 

2•；5 After analysing these three possibilities, the Director-General believes 
the expenditure involved in realizing any of them would be excessive in 
relationship with the usable space resulting. It will undoubtedly be less 

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org” 1б0, Annex 9, 85. 
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costly and more satisfactory to achieve additional space by the construction of 
a permanent extension to the present headquarters building. Pending the reali-
sation of the extension, the time may come when it is necessary to utilize 
certain of these other possibilities within the present structure even at high 
cost in order to meet pressing needs• However, for the next few years it is 
believed that the space available in the temporary building will meet the 
anticipated requirements• 

3. Availability of additional land 

3.1 As requested in resolution WHA20#23# the Director-General has started 
discussions with the Swiss authorities regarding the possibility of additional 
adjacent land becoming available for the purpose of constructing a permanent 
extension to the present building• As of the date of this document there is no 
concrete result which can be reported to the Board. Conversations are continuing 
and should there be further developments by the time the Board meets# the 
Director麵General will communicate the additional information to the Board. 

Study of the Volume of Additional Construction Required 

As the basis for the study of the building extension required, the Director-
General has taken the projected figure of staff growth which he reported to the 
Twentieth World Health Assembly, i.e., an increase of approximately 400 staff in 
the next ten years, requiring approximately 250 offices• 

4.2 The growth of Headquarters activities which would result in such an 
increase of staff would presumably have a nianber of consequences for space 
planning in addition to the need for offices to house this number of staff• 
Hiere would have to be additional storage space, additional meetirag rooms, 
additional space for central services, such as the registry, archives, documents 
production and storage9 Further, the creation of 250 offices will carry with it 
the normal requirements for corridor space, stairways# lifts, sanitary facilities, 
etc. Furthermore, adequate parking facilities will be required» 

4.5 The first step in the study of a proposed extension to the present building, 
therefore, has been to establish a programme of total estimated space requirements 
taking all the above factors into account, which results in a total estimated 
surface area for the extension itself of approximately 16 000 m^. Based on 
present ratios of automobiles to staff, there would need to be, in addition, 
provision for some 10 000 m of parking area» What proportion of this would have 
to be envisaged as underground parking would depend in part on the additional land 
area which may become available. The above surface calculations have been made 
simply in terras of functional requirements and without regard to any specific 
architectural conception as to the form or location of the extension. Certain 
minimal assumptions have been made with respect to surface areas of liaison with 
the main building. Depending upon the specific type and location of the project 
ultimately adopted, those assumptions ml^xt need to be substantially increasede 
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According to the standards of the Swiss Society of Engineers and 
Architects, the above surface areas would represent in terms of volume 
approximately 86 ООО np for the extension itself and 30 000 nP for the parking 
area, should the latter have to be entirely constructed undergrounds Here again, 
these figures must be viewed with some caution since the adoption of a specific 
architectural conception for the annex could carry with it, as it did in the case 
of the present building, requirements for additional space not specifically 
related to functional considerations 

The information in this report is the best that can be made available at 
this time, using the basic assumptions presented to the Twentieth World Health 
Assembly• Pending the outcome of the conversations with regard to additional 
land and the development of at least a preliminary architectural conception of 
the extension, it is not practicable to attempt to provide more precise 
information as to the extent of the undertaking and its probable cost. Subject 
to the concurrence of the Executive Board, the Director-General would propose to 
continue his study and report further to the Twenty-first World Health Assembly. 


