
Aяшм WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ

TWENTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

GENERAL COMMITTEE

PROVISIONAL SUMMARY RECORD OF THE THIRD MEETING

Sheraton-Boston Hotel, Boston, Massachusetts 
Monday, 14 July 1969, at 12.15 p.m.

A22/GC/SR/3 

14 July 1969 

RESTRICTED

IN D EXED

CHAIRMAN: Dr W. H. STEWART (United States of America) 
President of the Health Assembly

CONTENTS

Page

1. Addition of Supplementary Items to the Agenda .....................................

2. Proposals for the Election of Members Entitled to Designate a Person to Serve on
the Executive Board .............................................................. 2

3. Programme of Work of the Health A s s e m b l y .........................................  4

4. Proposals for the Election of Members Entitled to Designate a Person to Serve on
the Executive Board (resumed) ................  ................  ..............  4

5. Addition of Supplementary Items to the Agenda (resumed) . ......................... 4

Note: Corrections to this provisional summary record should be submitted in writing to the 
Chief, Records Service, Room 326, within 48 hours of its distribution.



A22/GC/SR/3
page 2

1. ADDITION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA (Documents A/22/GC/1 and A22/GC/2)

The CHAIRMAN stated that the Director-General had received the following within the time 
limit laid down by Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly:

(1) a request from the Minister of Public Heath of Afghanistan to add to the Assembly 
agenda a supplementary item on the inclusion of Afghanistan in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 
(document A/22/GC/1);

(2) a request from the Delegation of Guinea asking for the addition to the Agenda of a 
supplementary item concern'ng the acceptance and implementation of amendments to the Constitu
tion of WHO (document A.22/GC/2).

The Committee first decided to recommend to the Assembly the addition to its agenda of 
the supplementary item proposed by the Minister of Public Health of Afghanistan.

In reply to a request for explanations from Professor AUJALEU (France), Dr KEITA (Guinea) 
stated that his Government had found that amendments to the Constitution, although adopted by 
the Assembly several years before, had not yet been finally accepted. They had therefore 
decided to propose in a legal and practical form study of a solution which would enable the 
Organization to find a way out of the difficulty.

The Committee decided to recommend to the Assembly the addition to the agenda of that 
supplementary item also.

It was also decided to recommend that both items be allocated to the Committee on 
Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

2. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee discuss the third item on its agenda (Programme 
of Work of the Health Assembly) , during the counting of the votes of one of the trial ballots 
to be held with a view to drawing up proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate 
a person to serve on the Executive Board.

It was so agreed.

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out Article 24 of the 
Constitution and Rule 100 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, determining the 
procedure for the election.

The CHAIRMAN called the attention of the Committee to the documents before it, namely;

(1) a table showing the geographical distribution of the membership of the Board by
regions ;

(2) a list showing, by region, the Members of WHO that were or had been entitled to 
designate persons to serve on the Executive Board;

(3) a list of Members - classified region by region and in alphabetical order within 
each region - whose names had been put forward following the announcement made by the 
President of the Assembly in pursuance of Rule 99 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 
Assembly;

(4) a table showing the present composition, by region, of the Board, in which the 
names would be found of those Members whose term would expire at the end of the Twenty-Second 
World Health Assembly and which would have to be replaced.
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They might perhaps adopt the same procedure as at previous Assemblies: after a general 
discussion, the Committee would conduct a trial vote intended only to clarify ideas; following 
a discussion on the results of the trial vote, the Committee would, first of all, draw up a 
list of twelve Members and then a list of eight Members which, in its opinion, would provide, 
if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole in accordance with the provisions 
of Rule 100 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly. These two lists would be 
transmitted to the Health Assembly.

Dr SULIANTI SAROSO (Indonesia) asked for clarification in regard to the representation of 
the South-East Asia Region on the Executive Board following Afghanistan's request to be 
included in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. At the present moment, the South-East Asia 
Region was represented by two members.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed that even if Afghanistan ceased to belong to the South-East 
Asia Region, the Board would have to continue to include two members from that region.

Dr KEITA (Guinea) recalled that during a private meeting of members of the African Region 
attended by a representative of Ghana, it had been decided to propose the candidatures of 
Upper Volta and the Central African Republic. He would like the delegate of Ghana therefore 
to give some explanation concerning the proposal as a candidate of Ghana, a country which 
unlike the other two countries mentioned had already been called upon in the past to designate 
a person to serve on the Executive Board. He himself supported the candidature of Upper Volta 
and the Central African Republic.

Dr HAPPI (Cameroon) added that during the meeting of African countries, the Ghana 
representative had supported the candidature of Upper Volta and the Central African Republic 
and had not shown any intention of adding the name of his country to the list of countries 
proposed. It was desirable that the various countries of Africa should be called upon in turn 
to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board.

Dr GRANT (Ghana) explained that the purpose of including the name of Ghana on the list 
was to maintain in the Board a certain balance between members from English-speaking countries 
and members from French-speaking countries.

Dr KEITA (Guinea) recalled that during the meeting of African countries, the Ghana 
delegation had not put forward Ghana's candidature. The problem of the representation of 
Africa on the Board could not be reduced to a question of balance between linguistic groups.
In the interests of African unity, it would be preferable for Ghana to withdraw its candidature.

Dr HAPPI (Cameroon) considered that in view of the fact that Ghana had recently been 
called upon to designate a person to serve on the Board, that country was not very well placed 
to represent the English-speaking African countries.

Dr DAS (Nepal) reverting to the question raised by Dr Sulianti Saroso, thought that in 
view of the request submitted by the Minister of Public Health of Afghanistan for transfer of 
that country to the Eastern Mediterranean Region, Afghanistan's candidature ought not to be 
accepted when they came to designate representatives from the South-East Asia Region to serve 
on the Executive Board.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee proceed to a trial vote and recalled that the 
list of names proposed in accordance with Rule 99 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 
Assembly was in no way restrictive and members of the Committee were entirely free to designate 
any other Member of their choice.

The CHAIRMAN asked Dr ALVAREZ GUTIERREZ (Mexico) and Dr OSMAN ABDEL NABI (Sudan) to act 
as tellers.

A trial vote by secret ballot was then taken.

After learning the results of the trial vote, the Committee voted in secret ballot in 
order to draw up the list of twelve members to be transmitted to the Health Assembly.



3. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

After hearing the Chairman of the main committees report on the progress of their work, 
the Committee drew up the programme of meetings for Tuesday, 15 July and made suggestions for 
Wednesday 16 July.
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4. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD (resumed)

The list of twelve Members to be transmitted to the Health Assembly was as follows: 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Bulgaria, the Central African Republic, Cyprus, Ghana, Japan, Monaco, 
Nepal, Spain, the United States of America and Upper Volta.

Before the Committee drew up the list of eight Members, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled 
that if the Committee wished to maintain the present distribution of seats on the Board, 
according to regions, it should recommend the names of two Members from the African Region, 
one Member from the Region of the Americas, one Member from the South-East Asia Region, two 
Members from the European Region, one Member from the Eastern Mediterranean Region and one 
Member from the Western Pacific Region.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that only the names of Members on the list of twelve Members 
could be entered on the list of eight Members.

Dr GRANT (Ghana) requested that in the interests of African unity the name of Ghana 
should not be taken into consideration in drawing up the list of eight Members.

A vote was then taken by secret ballot in order to draw up the list of eight Members 
which, in the Committee's opinion, would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the 
Board as a whole. The following countries were nominated: Algeria, Bulgaria, the Central 
African Republic, Cyprus, Japan, Nepal, the United States of America and Upper Volta.

The CHAIRMAN read the Committee's report, containing the names of the twelve Members 
proposed, accompanied by the names of the eight Members which, in the Committee's opinion, 
would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole. The report 
would be submitted to the Assembly at its meeting on Wednesday, 16 July.

5. ADDITION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA OF THE ASSEMBLY (resumed)

Dr KEITA (Guinea) said he would like to alter the wording of the item whose addition to 
the agenda had been requested by his delegation. Its previous title had been "Acceptance 
and Implementation of Amendments to the Constitution of WHO". It should now be entitled 
"Situation regarding the possibilities of the Acceptance of Amendments to the Constitution 
of WHO".

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to accept the amendment, which involved no change of 
substance.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 3.10 p.m.


