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The meeting was held in private from 9.0 to 9.15 a.m. when it resumed in public session. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Committee should make every effort to finish items 3.7, 
3.2, 3.13.4, 3.13.5 and 3.13.3 as soon as possible in order to avoid delaying the work of the 
Committee on Programme and Budget. 

1. DRAFT SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE (Document А22 /AFL /22) 

The CHAIRMAN requested the Rapporteur to read the Committee's draft second report and the 
attached draft resolutions, as the text had not been available twenty -four hours in advance 
of the meeting. 

Dr de CONINCK, Rapporteur, read the draft second report and the attached resolutions 
concerning: Financial report on the accounts of WHO for 1968, report of the External Auditor, 
and comments thereon of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board; Per diem rates for 
members of the Executive Board; Assessment of the People's Republic of Southern Yemen; 
Assessments for 1968 and 1969 of new Members; Scale of assessment for 1970; and Financing of 
the promotion of sales of WHO publications. 

Decision: The draft report was adopted. 

2. USE OF THE RUSSIAN AND SPANISH LANGUAGES: Item 3.7 of the Agenda (Resolution WНA20.21; 
Document А22 /AFL /8 and Add.l) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee's attention to the addition (document А22 /AFL /8, Add.l) 
to be made in alternative 2, contained in Annex A to document А22 /АFL /8,.and to the three 
draft resolutions before the meeting, being those proposed by the delegation of the 
United States of America, by the delegation of Spain, and by the delegation of Spain 
by the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. A fourth draft resolution had 
just been submitted by the delegations of Kuwait, Jordan and Sudan which, in the preambular 
paragraphs, was the same as that of the delegation of the United States of America but recalled 
in addition the provisions of resolution WНA20.21, in which the Health Assembly decided "to 
adopt Russian and Spanish as working languages of the Health Assembly and the Executive Board ". 
After a first operative paragraph which was also the same as that of the draft proposed by 
the United States of America, the new draft resolution read as follows: 

2. BELIEVES that the next step in extending the use of the Russian and Spanish 
languages at the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board should be taken, but 
without in any way reducing the planned programme of the Organization; 

3. DECIDES to extend during 1970 the use of the Russian and Spanish languages at 
the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board in accordance with alternative 2 in 

Annex A to the Director -General's report, taking into account paragraph 4 and Annex B 
of that report; and, further 

4. DECIDES to add the necessary costs of US$ 319 200 to the Director- General's 
proposed budget estimates for 1970. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) asked whether 
it would be within the capacity of the Twenty- second World Health Assembly to adopt a 
resolution postponing until 1971 the implementation of a further stage in the extension of 
the use of the Russian and Spanish languages - if the Committee wished to amend one of the 
draft resolutions before it to that effect - or whether an affirmative resolution would be 
required of the Twenty -third World Health Assembly. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, said that the situation at the Twenty - 
third World Health Assembly would depend upon the actual wording of the resolution. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) explained that 
he wished to know whether the current Health Assembly would bind its successor by adopting a 
solution for application later than 1970 or 1971. 

The SECRETARY said that, in his opinion, the decision of one Health Assembly did not 
bind a subsequent Assembly. But if the current Health Assembly were to decide to defer 
the further extension of the Russian and Spanish languages until 1971, that factor would 
have to be taken into account by the Committee on Programme and Budget in considering the 
order of magnitude of the 1971 budget and the Director -General would make the necessary pro- 
vision in preparing his estimates for 1971. 

Mr XIFRA DE OCERIN (Spain) said that the discussions had convinced him that there were 
financial difficulties standing in the way of the application of alternative 2 in 1970. 
After a wait of eighteen years, in the case of Spanish, and twelve years, in the case of 
Russian, he felt there was no special reason for haste. However, his delegation would insist 
absolutely on the principle that the implementation of the extended use of those languages, 
decided by the Twentieth World Health Assembly, should be continued. His delegation remained 
willing to discuss matters of detail and, with a view to reconciling the views expressed, 
proposed an amendment to the second operative paragraph of its own draft resolution currently 
before the meeting. The resolution would thus read: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on the use of the Russian and 
Spanish languages,1 

1. NOTES with satisfaction that there have been no difficulties in implementing the 
first stage of the extended use of these languages at the Health Assembly and the 
Executive Board; 

2. DECIDES to extend, from 1 January 1971, the use of the Russian and Spanish languages 
at the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board in accordance with alternative 2 in 
Annex A to the Director -General's report; and further 

3. DECIDES to add to the proposed budget estimates for 1970 the estimated cost for 
extending the use of the Russian and Spanish languages. 

At no time could his delegation consider the draft resolution proposed by the United 
States of America which, in its opinion, was merely a courteous formula for suspending the 
application of the Health Assembly's decision. 

Dr OSMAN ABDEL NAB' (Sudan), supported by Mr AL -HIJJI (Kuwait) and on behalf of all the 
co- sponsors, withdrew the draft resolution submitted at the beginning of the meeting in 
favour of the amended draft resolution proposed by the delegate of Spain, which seemed to 
cover the same ground. 

Professor OLGUIN (Argentina) reaffirmed the views he had expressed earlier in the 
discussion. However, he would support the amended draft resolution submitted by the delegate 
of Spain for the reasons given by that delegate. 

Dr STRALAU (Federal Republic of Germany) 
report and hearing the discussions, he would 
implications shown in Annex B to the report, 
expensive, way of arriving at stage 3 in the 

1 Document А22 /AFL /8 and Add.l. 

said that, after studying the Director -General's 
support the adoption of alternative 2, with the 
since it was a quicker, and only slightly more 
extended use of those languages. 
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Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that he remained convinced 
that WHO had the financial means to extend the use of Spanish and Russian, as proposed in the 
original draft resolution of Spain as amended by his own delegation, without detriment to the 

Organization's operational activities. Indeed, his delegation had already indicated ways in 
which that might be done. However, in view of the general desire to check the rapid growth 
of the budget, he would support the amended draft resolution just submitted by the delegation 
of Spain. In its amended form, that draft resolution would take into account, in some measure, 

the wishes of the United States delegation to defer the decision until the Twenty -third World 
Health Assembly. He could not, however, support the draft resolution submitted by the United 
States delegation, which was tantamount to a postponement sine die of further measures. He 
therefore withdrew his own draft resolution in favour of the amended draft submitted by the 
delegation of Spain. 

Mr ALLEN (United States of America) proposed that the second operative paragraph of his 
draft resolution be amended to read: 

2. DECIDES, in view of the financial implications, to defer until the Twenty -third 
World Health Assembly a decision with regard to the implementation of a further stage in 
the use of these languages, taking into account the discussions of this matter at the 
Twenty -second World Health Assembly and the expressed desire of certain delegations for 

the prompt implementation of resolution WHA20.21. 

Professor КOSTRZEWSKI (Poland) said that the amended draft resolution just proposed by the 
delegate of the United States came very near to the draft resolution submitted by the delegation 
of Spain as amended by its sponsor. The latter seemed to receive a large measure of support 
in the Committee, and he wondered whether the Committee could not come to an agreement on a 
single draft resolution. 

Dr SAENZ- SANGUINETTI (Uruguay) expressed his support for the amended draft resolution 
submitted by the delegate of Spain. 

The SECRETARY said that he foresaw one difficulty in the Spanish draft resolution and that 
concerned the implementation date of 1 January 1971. The costing shown in paragraph 4 and 
Annex B of the Director -General's report had been based on the assumption that the extended 
use of the Russian and Spanish languages would start at the Health Assembly in the middle of 
the year, the necessary administrative preparations such as recruitment starting at the 
beginning of the year. If implementation were to begin on 1 January 1971, those preparations 
would have to take place in 1970. That difficulty would be avoided, however, if the Committee 
could agree merely to specify that implementation was to take place "during 1971 ". 

i 
Mr XIFRA DE OCERIN (Spain) accepted the Secretary's suggestion. 

The time had come to decide between the United States draft resolution, which he considered 
unacceptable, and his own draft resolution as amended. He therefore moved the closure of the 
debate. 

The CHAIRMAN read out Rule 61 of the Rules of Procedure, concerning closure of debate. 

Dr LOUEMBE (Congo, Brazzaville) asked whether the draft resolutions were to be put to 

the vote in any particular order. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he would put the United States draft resolution to the vote first, 
in virtue of the provisions of Rule 66 of the Rules of Procedure. 

Dr HOOGWATER (Netherlands) said that he was opposed to the closure of the debate until 

he was informed whether the Secretary's earlier answer to the delegate of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland still held good. 
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Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) pointed out that 
the amended draft proposed by the delegation of Spain and supported by the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics implied that the financial question would have to be settled at the Twenty - 
third World Health Assembly. He expressed his appreciation of the conciliatory moves made 
by the delegations of Spain and the USSR during the discussions. 

There being no further speakers against the closure of the debate, the CHAIRMAN put the 
motion for closure to the vote. 

Decision: The motion was carried unanimously. 

Before putting to the vote the amended draft resolution proposed by the delegate of the 
United States, the CHAIRMAN requested the Secretary to read the text. 

The SECRETARY read the draft resolution, as follows: 

The Twenty -second World Health Assembly. • Having considered the report of the Director -General on the use of the Russian and 
Spanish languages', 

1. NOTES with satisfaction that there have been no difficulties in implementing the 

first stage of the extended use of these languages at the Health Assembly and the Execu- 
tive Board; aid 

2. DECIDES, in view of the financial implications, to defer until the Twenty -third 
World Health Assembly a decision with regard to the implementation of a further stage in 
the use of these languages, taking into account the discussions of this matter at the 
Twenty -second World Health Assembly and the expressed desire of certain delegations for 

the prompt implementation of resolution WНA20.21. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved by 30 votes to 28, with 21 abstentions. 

3. SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1969: Item 3.2 of the Agenda (Resolution EB43.R6 
and Annex 7; documents А22 /AFL /ll and A22 /АFL /23) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN announced that a two -thirds majority of the members present and voting was 
required for the approval of the item. 

The Committee had now received the advice of the Committee on Programme and Budget in the 
first report of the Committee on Programme and Budget to the Committee on Administration, 
Finance and Legal Matters (document А22 /AFL /23); he read out the report since it had not been 
issued twenty -four hours in advance. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, recalled the Committee's decision at 
its fourth meeting to ask the Committee on Programme and Budget to consider the programme 
aspects of the Director -General's proposals for savings and programme adjustments in 1969. 
That advice being to hand, the Committee should address itself to the draft resolution 
contained in paragraph 9 of the Director -General's report (document А22 /AFL /ll). 

Dr CAYLA (France) proposed the approval of the draft resolution. 

Dr ADESUYI (Nigeria) said that his delegation could agree to the savings without 
programme implications listed in Annex 2 to the Report, but not to those with programme 
implications, which followed. 

1 

Document А22 /AFL /8 and Add.l. 
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Mr PATEL (India) shared the views of the delegate of Nigeria. He especially deplored 
that the proposed cuts in the programme seemed to affect most the work on communicable 
diseases - including malaria - where the need was greatest in many parts of the world. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) expressed the 
view that, having received the advice it had requested from the Committee on Programme and 
Budget, the present Committee should confine itself to acting on that advice without 
further discussion. 

Professor VANNUGLI (Italy) shared that view. 

The SECRETARY reminded the Committee of the terms in which it had asked the advice of 

the Committee on Programme and Budget, which were: 

The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters therefore 
requests the General Committee to submit the programme aspects of the 
question to the Committee on Programme and Budget for its advice. The 
Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters proposes to com- 
plete its study of agenda item 3.2 after it has received the advice of 
the Committee on Programme and Budget on the programme aspects of the 
question. (document А22 /AFL /18) 

He agreed with the delegate of the United Kingdom that the programme aspects of the proposed 
adjustments were no longer for discussion. 

Mr ALLEN (United States of America), referring to paragraph 4 of the draft resolution, 
asked whether it was necessary to reimburse the Working Capital Fund for the full amount 
from casual income. He was aware of the relevant Financial Regulations and that the 
Working Capital Fund reached the goal of 20 per cent. at 1 January 1969. He realized that 
the question of the Working Capital Fund was not on the agenda of the Committee; the 
Committee might prefer to consider the question in connexion with the report on casual in- 
come (agenda item 3.13.4). He would therefore merely suggest, at the present time, that 
in order not to prejudice the Committee's discussions on that item, paragraph 4 be deleted 
from the draft resolution. 

The SECRETARY said that, if the delegate of the United States pressed his proposal, 
the Director -General would have to withdraw completely his document regarding the supple- 
mentary budget estimates for 1969, and submit a new proposal. Financial Regulation 6.3 
provided that advances made from the Working Capital Fund to finance budgetary appropria- 
tions during a financial year should be reimbursed to the Fund as soon as possible and to the 
extent that income was available for that purpose. Income was, in fact, available for that 
purpose. There was no other way of financing the supplementary budget estimates for 1969 
unless the Committee was prepared to make supplementary assessments on Members (Financial 
Regulation 6.4 provided that, except when such advances were recoverable from some other 
source, advances made from the Working Capital Fund for unforeseen and extraordinary 
expenses or other authorized purposes should be reimbursed through the submission of supple- 
mentary estimates.) 

The procedure followed by the Director- General was completely in accordance with the 
Financial Regulations. 

Mr ALLEN (United States of America) said that he had not intended to be critical of 

the Director -General or of the report he had submitted, and was somewhat surprised to know 
that he would be obliged to withdraw the entire budgetary savings. 

He had merely wished to ask whether it was necessary to decide at the present moment 
that the entire amount should be reimbursed to the Fund. 
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not said that budgetary savings would be withdrawn, 
to submit new proposals with regard to supplementary 

He reiterated the two alternatives: to finance the supplementary budget estimates from 
the Working Capital Fund and to reimburse the Fund from casual income, or to propose supple- 
mentary assessments on Members. 

Dr DOLGOR (Mongolia), referring to the savings with programme implications proposed in 
Annex 2 of document А22 /AFL /11, asked whether they included savings on country projects. 
Mongolia had been without a single consultant on laboratory services for almost a year; 
was that an example of the type of savings listed? 

The SECRETARY said that the savings listed in Annex 2 were identified in detail. The 
list referred only to savings that could be effected in 1969, and not to the type of provi- 
sion referred to by the delegate of Mongolia. In fact, there was no provision under the 
regular budget for the project Mongolia 2, which was financed under the Technical Assistance 
component of the United Nations Development Programme. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked whether the proposal of the 
delegate of the United States of America to delete paragraph 4 of the draft resolution would 
entail a review of resolution WHA18.14 - in other words, a review of the size of the Working 
Capital Fund. 

The SECRETARY said that, as the delegate of the United States had himself pointed out, 
the subject of the Working Capital Fund was not on the Assembly's agenda. He reiterated: 
the Assembly was obliged to conform with the Organization's Financial Regulations, and there 
were only two alternatives open to the Committee. 

Dr HOOGWATER (Netherlands) stressed that the Working Capital Fund was necessary for 
the running of the Organization. Some Member States paid their contributions later than 
others, owing to different fiscal years. As the Committee had already heard, the balance 
of the Fund sometimes reached zero level. The Organization's operations might well be pre- 
judiced if the level of the Fund were lowered at present, without any prior study. If there 
was to be any discussion on that subject, it should first be considered by the Executive 
Board. Accordingly, he earnestly requested the delegate of the United States not to pursue 
his proposal to delete paragraph 4. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that, as 
he understood the Secretary, the Working Capital Fund had to be reimbursed in order to 
comply with the Financial Regulations of the Organization, and if that was not done in the 
way proposed in paragraph 4 of the draft resolution another method of reimbursement would 
have to be found: the alternative was to make supplementary assessments on Members. 

Mr ALLEN (United States of America), in view of the explanations given and the plea 
made by the delegate of the Netherlands, withdrew his proposal. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, before a decision 
was taken on the draft resolution, he would like to have information on the present position 
of the Working Capital Fund and on the amount of casual income it was proposed to use to 
reimburse it - although he fully realized that consideration of the Working Capital Fund was 
not on the agenda. 

The SECRETARY said that part of the answer to those queries would be given under the 
next items on the Committee's agenda (items 3.13.4 and 3.13.5: report on casual income and 
status of the Assembly Suspense Account). He referred the Committee to the Director -General's 
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report on the subject (document А22 /AFL /12). As of 30 June 1969 the total available casual 
income, including the cash portion of the Assembly Suspense Account, was US$ 3 640 804. 

Paragraph 3 of the document referred to recommendations made by the Executive Board. If the 

recommendations were accepted, after reimbursing the Working Capital Fund for the amount of 
the supplementary budgetary estimates for 1969 there would remain US$ 2 266 904. If the 
amount recommended by the Director -General was used to help finance the 1970 budget estimates, 
there would remain a balance of US$ 904. 

With regard to the size of the Working Capital Fund, he referred the Committee to 
Official Records No. 175; the balance as of 31 December 1968 was US$ 12 149 560, and it had 
not changed since. That was in accordance with the provisions of resolution WHA18.14. 
Despite the size of the Fund, there were advances that had not yet been received from Members, 
including inactive Members, amounting to US$ 118 430, and as at 31 December 1968 advances made 
from the Working Capital Fund amounted to US$ 1 722 249, made in order to finance the Organi- 
zation's 1968 budget pending the receipt of contributions from Member States. As at 

30 June 1969 most of the contributions had been collected, only $ 394 433 being outstanding. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) asked whether it was implied, in 
the explanations given by the Secretary, that the Working Capital Fund had almost reached the 
level provided for by the Health Assembly in resolution WHA18.14, and that there was no longer 
any danger to, the financial position of the Organization? If the situation as regards the 
Working Capital Fund was so satisfactory, was it indispensable to reimburse the Fund from 
casual income every year? If it was not, there would seem to be no need for supplementary 
estimates. 

The SECRETARY confirmed that resolution WHA18.14 had been implemented by the Director - 
General as of the end of 1968; other steps might have to be taken before the end of 1969 to 
maintain its implementation. As requested by the resolution, in January 1970 the Executive 
Board would consider the subject of the Working Capital Fund and report to the Twenty -third 
World Health Assembly. 

The question of financing the supplementary budget estimates for 1969 was quite straight- 
forward. As he had already explained, there were two methods of doing it; he assumed that 
Members would prefer the method proposed by the Director -General rather than the alternative - 

i.e., making supplementary assessments on Members. 

The CHAIRMAN put the draft resolution to the vote, reminding the Committee that a 
two -thirds majority was required for its approval. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved by 61 votes to 2, with 10 abstentions. 

4. REPORT ON CASUAL INCOME AND STATUS OF THE ASSEMBLY SUSPENSE ACCOUNT: Items 3.13.4 and 
3.13.5 of the Agenda (Document А22 /АFL /12) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, introducing the item, said that reference 
had already been made to the Director -General's report on the subject (document А22 /АFL /12) 
during the discussion on the previous item. 

He referred to paragraph 2, reporting on the total casual income available as at 30 June 
1969 (US$ 3 640 804), and to paragraph 3, concerning various recommendations and action taken 
regarding the use of casual income for the 1969 supplementary budget estimates. The Board 
had recommended that US$ 500 000 of casual income, as shown in the estimates, be used to 
help finance the proposed 1970 budget together with the reimbursement from the Technical 
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Assistance component of the United Nations Development Programme amounting to US$ 1 268 624. 
In sub - paragraph 3.3, the Director -General recommended that, in view of the fact that there 
was more casual income available than was required to meet the recommendations contained in 
sub -paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2, the balance of casual income available as of 30 June 1969 should 
be used to help finance the proposed 1970 budget, thereby reducing to some extent the assess- 
ments on Members. 

In paragraph 5 the Director -General recommended that US$ 997 376, rather than the 
originally suggested US$ 500 000, be used to help finance the programme and budget estimates 
for 1970 together with the amount obtained from reimbursement from the Technical Assistance 
component of the United Nations Development Programme. 

If that recommendation was accepted by the Committee, in accordance with previous prac- 
tice it would be transmitted to the Committee on Programme and Budget so that it might use 
the largest possible amount of casual income when it considered the establishment of the 
effective working budget for 1970. 

A draft report to that effect would be submitted to the present Committee if it so desired. 

Dr GONZALEZ (Venezuela) asked whether the Secretary could provide details as to the main 
items under "miscellaneous income ". He also asked whether the amount indicated as being due 
for reimbursement from the Technical Assistance component of the United Nations Development 
Programme for 1970 was merely an estimate, and whether the amount would be available only 
in 19 70 . 

The SECRETARY, in reply to the first question, said that the items were: interest earned 
on investments; refunds and rebates; exchange differences; sale of equipment and material; 
revenue from Swiss postal authorities; transfer from Revolving Sales Fund; rental of space 
and equipment; and savings on unliquidated obligations. The actual amounts were given on 
page 5 of Official Records No. 175. 

The sum quoted as being due for reimbursement from the Technical Assistance component 
of the United Nations Development Programme was not an estimate, and represented a real figure, 
a commitment having been made. The funds were only available for use for the year 1970. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), referring to paragraph 5 of the 
Director -General's report on casual income and the status of the Assembly Suspense Account 
(document А22 /AFL /12), asked if he had rightly understood the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to 
have recommended, in substance, that a large portion of miscellaneous income, including casual 
income, should be used for the operating programme, and whether it was possible for WHO to do 
that, and thus avoid increasing assessments on Members so rapidly. 

The SECRETARY said that the Director -General's recommendation 
procedures followed by the organization for many years, and was in 
cial Regulations, in particular Regulation 5.2. 

The use of casual income to help finance budget estimates did 
size of the effective working budget, but it reduced the amount of 
regard to the financing of the effective working budget. 

was consistent with normal 
accordance with the Finan- 

not have any effect on the 
assessments on Members with 

The CHAIRMAN put to the Committee the proposal contained in paragraph 5 of document 
A22 /AFL /12. 

Decision: The proposal was approved. 
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5. MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE 
ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION: Item 3.13.3 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHА8.13, WHA16.20 
and ЕВ43.R15; Documents А22 /AFL /13 and Add.l, 2 and 3) (continued) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, recalled that the representative of the 
Executive Board had, at the third meeting, referred to the second report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Executive Board (document А22 /AFL /13) and had drawn attention to the request 
made by it to the Director -General to communicate further with the four countries which were 
in a position which might invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution. The 
Committee had at that time decided to wait for a few days in order to see what response might 
be forthcoming in that respect. The results of that approach were communicated to the 
Committee in the three addenda to the original document, wherein it could be seen that 
Bolivia, Ecuador and Haiti had made payments to liquidate their arrears. Accordingly, the 
Dominican Republic was the only Member remaining in arrears to an extent which might invoke 
the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution. One Associate Member, Southern Rhodesia, 
also remained in arrears. The table contained on page 3 of document ЕВ43 /Аd Hoc Committee/ 
WР /2, annexed to document А22 /AFL /13, gave details regarding the amounts due. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the two alternative courses of action which had been 
suggested by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board in paragraph 5 of its second report. 

Mr ALLEN (United States of America) suggested that it might be desirable for the 
Committee to have the benefit of any comments the delegate of the Dominican Republic might wish 
to make before taking any decision in the matter. 

Mr ALVAREZ CASTELLANOS (Dominican Republic) wished first of all to express his regret that 
the head of his delegation had been obliged, for personal reasons, to return suddenly to the 
Dominican Republic. He himself was not altogether familiar with the entire background of 
the situation. 

His Government had, for internal economic reasons, fallen into arrears with its payments 
to the Organization. However, his Government formally undertook to bring its payments up to 

date as soon as possible. Although he was not at the moment in a position to give a specific 
date in that connexion, he would communicate with the utmost urgency with his Government with 
a view to achieving prompt payment. He therefore expressed the hope that the Committee 
would see fit to adopt a lenient position in the matter. 

Mr ALLEN (United States of America) said that, in view of the understanding attitude 
taken by the delegate of the Dominican Republic and of his personal pledge to urge that 
Government to take what steps it could to liquidate its arrears, the United States delegation 
would propose that the Committee should adopt the second alternative suggested by the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Executive Board, namely, that the Dominican Republic should be given 
additional time to make payment while retaining its voting rights. 

Dr GONZALEZ (Venezuela) supported the United States proposal, which was in keeping with 
the spirit of international solidarity at the basis of all the activities of WHO. In view 
of the assurances given by the delegate of the Dominican Republic as well as of the experience 
of the past few days in relation to the other countries which had been in the same position, he 
was sure that efforts in that direction would prove successful. 

Professor OLGUÎN (Argentina) stressed the importance to all countries of participation in 
the sessions of the World Health Assembly, affording as they did an opportunity for the 
expression of views on public health problems, thus giving valuable guidance in the reaching 
of decisions at both the national and regional levels. He also emphasized the universal ideals 
of WHO. In view of the assurance given by the delegate of the Dominican Republic, it would 
appear appropriate to support the proposal made by the delegate of the United States. 
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Dr SAENZ-SANGUINETTI (Uruguay) also supported the United States proposal. He urged the 
Committee to take a decision along those lines as he felt sure that the Government of the 
Dominican Repute is would shortly meet its outstanding obligations. 

Professor UGARTE (Chile) warmly associated himself with the United States proposal, which 
was in accordance with the fraternal ties binding the Organization. 

The CHAIRMAN, noting the support for the United States proposal, requested the Secretary 
to suggest a form of draft resolution. 

The SECRETARY submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration of the 
Committee: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the reports of the Executive Board and its Ad Hoc Committee on 
Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke 
the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Having considered also the additional reports by the Director -General; 

Noting that the Dominican Republic is in arrears to the extent that it is necessary 
for the Assembly to consider, in accordance with the provisions of Article 7 of the 

Constitution and the provisions of paragraph 2 of resolution WНА8.13, whether or not its 
right to vote should be suspended at the Twenty -second World Health Assembly; 

Recalling the provisions of WHA16.20, WHA18.21, W1Á19.29, WНА20.31 and WHA21.6; 
and 

Having noted the pledge made by the representative of the Dominican Republic 
concerning the non -payment of its arrears, 

1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting rights of the Dominican Republic at the Twenty - 
second World Health Assembly; 

2. URGES the Dominican Republic to regularize its position so that the Executive 
Board at its Forty -fifth session and the Twenty -third World Health Assembly will not 
again have to consider its arrears; and 

3. REQUESTS the Director -General to communicate this resolution to the Member 
concerned. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

Dr S. TRAIRE (Upper Volta) requested clarification as to the position with regard to 

Southern Rhodesia. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that there was no delegate of Southern Rhodesia present at the 
meeting. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) called 
attention to Annexes 2 and 3 to the second report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive 
Board (document А22 /АFL /13) which set out the position in the view of the United Kingdom 
Government. Since Southern Rhodesia was an Associate Member and did not therefore have the 
right to vote, the question of suspension of voting rights did not arise. His delegation 
regarded the associate membership of Southern Rhodesia as in suspense. 
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6. DRAFT THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE (Document А22/AFL/24) 

Dr de CONINCK (Belgium), Rapporteur, read out the draft third report of the 
Committee (document А22 /AFL /24). 

Decision: The draft report was adopted. 

7. WORKING CAPITAL FUND: ADVANCES MADE FOR THE PROVISION OF EMERGENCY SUPPLIES TO MEMBER 
STATES AS AUTHORIZED BY RESOLUTION WHA18.14: Item 3.14.2 of the Agenda (Resolution 
WHA18.14; Document А22 /AFL /б) 

The SECRETARY, introducing the item, recalled that the report by the Director -General 
(document А22 /AFL /6) had been submitted in accordance with the provisions of resolution 
WНA18.14 and gave details of the advances authorized to provide emergency supplies to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo and to Burma. He drew attention to the resolution included 
under paragraph 3. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

8. AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY: 
Supplementary Item 1 of the Agenda (Document А22 /AFL /16) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the fact that, in accordance with Article 70 of the 
Constitution and Rule 70 of the Rules of Procedure, the decision on the present item would 
require a two - thirds majority of the Members present and voting. 

Mr SIEGEL, assistant Director -General, Secretary, introducing the item, stated that the 
Director -General had the honour formally to put before the Committee, in document А22 /AFL /16, 
the results of the discussions which had taken place between the Organization of African 
Unity and WHO regarding relations between the two organizations. The text of the agreement 
was contained in Annex A to that document and Annex B gave the resolution adopted by the 
Council of Ministers of OAU whereby they had approved the text of the agreement. 

The agreement followed the general lines of that type of agreement and the Director - 
General believed that its conclusion would facilitate and strengthen consultation and co- 
operation between WHO and OAU and thus contribute to WHO's regional activities. 

If the Committee wished to recommend that the Health Assembly should approve the agree- 
ment, taking into account the provisions of Article 70 of the Constitution, the appropriate 
procedure would be to approve a brief resolution to that effect. 

Mr ALLEN (United States of America) said that his delegation believed that the conclusion 
of that agreement was cause for rejoicing and congratulation to both organizations, and would 
be to their mutual benefit. OAU provided an encouraging example of international co- operation 
towards the goal of universal brotherhood. The United States greatly appreciated OAU. He 
was aware that a decision called for a two -thirds majority, but he would hope that the Committee 
could arrive at a unanimous decision by acclamation. 

Decision: The Committee, by acclamation, recommended approval of the agreement between 
WHO and the Organization of African Unity. 



A22 /AFL /ST? /6 

page 13 

Dr de CONINCK (Belgium), Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Committee: 

The Twenty -second World Health Assembly, 

Considering Articles 50 (d) and 70 of the Constitution of WHO, 

APPROVES the proposed agreement to be concluded between WHO and the Organization 
of African Unity. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved unanimously. 

Mrs SELLAMI (Algeria), speaking on behalf of her Government which was a Member of OAU, 

expressed appreciation to the Committee for having unanimously supported the agreement. She 

endorsed the remarks of the delegate of the United States and earnestly hoped that the concepts 

of universality and brotherhood would transcend declarations of principle and become reality. 

Mr HACHEME (Mauritania) associated himself with the previous speaker's remarks. 

9. APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR: Supplementary Item 2 of the Agenda (Document А22 /AFL /17) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, introducing the item, stated that the 
Committee would recall that Mr Lars Breie had, under the terms of resolution WHA19.l9, been 
appointed External Auditor for a period of three years. The Twenty- second World Health 
Assembly was therefore required to appoint an External Auditor to audit the accounts of the 
Organization as from 1 January 1970. The appointment could be for any period of time and 
would have to make provision for the designation by the Auditor of a representative to act 
in his absence. The Director -General recommended that an appointment for a similar period 
of three years be made. . 

He drew attention to the draft resolution contained in paragraph 3.2 of document 
А22 /AFL /17, in which the space for a name had been left blank. He was authorized to state 
that Mr Lars Breie would be willing to accept another term of office. The curriculum vitae 
of Mr Breie had been given in Official Records No. 152, page 474, and he would read that to 
the Committee if required. 

Mr HEINRICI (Sweden) suggested that, in view of the excellent services which Mr Breie 
had rendered so far, he should be appointed for a further three years. He would, accordingly, 
support a draft resolution to that effect. 

Dr DOLGOR (Mongolia) supported that proposal. He, however, suggested that the draft 
resolution should include an additional paragraph expressing appreciation for the valuable 
work hitherto accomplished by Mr Breie. 

Professor LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) associated himself with the 
previous speakers. He hoped that Mr Breie would take full account of the discussions which 
had taken place at the present session in connexion with the consideration of the report of 
the External Auditor on the accounts of WHO for 1968. 

The SECRETARY pointed out that the External Auditor had in fact been present at the 
deliberations on that item and was well aware of the views expressed and the resolution 
approved. Mr Breie had stated to him that, in the event of his being reappointed External 
Auditor, he would wish to participate in any discussions at the forty -fifth session of the 
Executive Board on the subject referred to it by the Twenty -second World Health Assembly. 
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Dr de CONINCK (Belgium), Rapporteur, submitted the following draft resolution for the 
consideration of the Committee: 

The Twenty- second World Health Assembly 

1. RESOLVES that Mr Lars Breie be appointed External Auditor of the accounts of the 
World Health Organization for the three financial years 1970 to 1972 inclusive, to make 
his audits in accordance with the principles incorporated in Article XII of the Finan- 
cial Regulations, with the provision that should the necessity arise, he may designate 
a representative to act in his name; 

2. EXPRESSES its gratitude to Mr Breie for the quality of the work he has performed 
for the Organization. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved unanimously. 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m. 

• 


