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APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR

1. Background Information

The appointment of the External Auditor which was made by the Nineteenth World Health 
Assembly (resolution WHA19.19)1 will expire with the submission of his report on the accoui 
for the year 1969 and it is therefore necessary for an appointment to be made to cover the 
audit of the accounts from 1 January 1970.

2. Regulations applicable

The applicable regulations are laid down in Article XII of the Financial Regulations," 
which reads as follows:

12.1 External Auditor(s) each of whom shall be the Auditor-General (or officer 
holding equivalent title or otherwise qualified) of a Member government, shall be 
appointed by the Health Assembly, in the manner decided by the Assembly. Auditor(s) 
appointed may be removed only by the Assembly.

12.2 Subject to any special direction of the Health Assembly, each audit which 
the Auditor(s) is/are required to make shall be conducted in accordance with the 
principles set out in the appendix to these regulations.

12.3 Whenever it is necessary to make a local or special examination, the 
Auditor(s) may, subject to the budgetary provision for the audit concerned, 
arrange for the services of any national Auditor-General (or equivalent title) 
who is eligible to be appointed or of commercial public auditors of known repute.

12.4 The Auditor(s) shall submit his/their report to the Health Assembly to 
be available to the Executive Board not later than 1 May following the end of 
the financial year to which the accounts relate. The Executive Board shall 
forward to the Health Assembly its comments, if any, on the audit report.
The Auditor(s) shall be present when the audit report is considered by the 
Assembly."

3. Action required

3.1 The Twenty-Second World Health Assembly should appoint an External Auditor to audit the 
accounts of the Organization beginning with the year 1970; it may make the appointment for 
any period of time; and it should make provision for the designation by the Auditor of a 
representative to act in his absence. As the Nineteenth World Health Assembly appointed the 
External Auditor for a period of three years, the Director-General recommends that an appoint
ment for a similar period be made.

"Article XII - External Audit

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed., p. 370 
Basic Documents, 20th ed., p. 78, see also Appendix, p. 80.
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3.2 The Asserobly may wish to adopt a resolution on the same lines as that adopted by the 
Nineteenth World Health Assembly, as follows:

"The Twenty-Second World Health Assembly

RESOLVES that ( ) be appointed External Auditor of the accounts
of the World Health Organization for the three financial years 1970 to 1972 
inclusive, to make his audits in accordance with the principles incorporated 
in Article XII of the Financial Regulations, with the provision that should 
the necessity arise, he may designate a representative to act in his absence."
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