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1 . Introduction 

1.1 In 1968, twenty years will have elapsed since the coming into formal 

existence of the World Health Organization, The following paragraphs contain 

some suggestions and information concerning arrangements made or which can be 

made for the celebration of the Organization
1

 s twentieth anniversary. 

1.2 Depending on the Board
1

 s decisions and suggestions which it may wish to make, 

the Director-General would complete plans for measures to be taken and transmit 

them to the Twentieth World Health Assembly together with possible cost estimates. 

2 . General Considerations 

2.1 The Director-General believes that the Executive Board and the World Health 

Assembly will wish to ma^k the twentieth anniversary of the Organization with due 

solemnity. The occasion should also be used for reviewing the past developments 

and assessing the future trends, and for making the objectives and work of the 

Organization better knovm to the public in general and to health workers and medical 

students in particular. The entire year 1968 should be considered as the Twentieth 

Anniversary Year• 

2.2 In developing specific suggestions, the Director-General had in mind the 

arrangements made for the celebration of the tenth anniversary and experience 

gained in that connexion. As the Board will remember, the focal point of the 

tenth anniversary celebrations wa.s a commemorative session which preceded the 
. ‘ I . . •‘ • . . • . • . . . . . . ‘ 

Eleventh World Health Assembly, Apart from that，the World Health Day was 

observed as an integral part ci the anniversary. A special report on the 

Organization's activities was published, various publications were issued， a 

film was produced, radio and television programmes on WHO work and health themes 

were stimulated, etc. 
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jjeac^quarteçs : Action 

3.1 A special session of the Health Assembly in 1968 could be convened. This 

session, to be called the "Twentieth Anniversary Commemorative Session", would 

immediately precede the twenty-first regular session of the World Health Assembly
д 

and would be held in the same place• 

3*2 With regard to publications for the occasion, a volume covering the second ten 

years of WHO
1

s life is under preparation. In addition, Mr Joseph Kessel, of the 

Académie française, is visiting WHO projects in various countries with a view to 

writing a book on world health problems. One or two other books are to be prepared 

by well-known writers. 

Arrangements are under way in the Federal Republic of Germany., France and the 

United States of America for the production of a book on the theme "Medicine and Art". 

Several issues of the World Health magazine in 1968 will be devoted to themes 

related to the anniversary. Other publications carrying information on WHO, 

adapted to special audiences, are being considered. 

3•斗 Arrangements have been made for the production of film, television and radio 

material in co-operation with national agencies concerned. A Swiss producer has 

been given assistance in preparing a feature-length film on world social and economic 

problems^ with emphasis on health aspects. 

Contacts have been established with a number of museums in several countries for 

the organization of exhibitions and displays featuring achievements in medicine and 

public health during the last two decades. Furthermore, commemorative seals, medals 

and similar souvenir items could also be prepared. 

3.6 Member States could be invited to issue commemorative postage stamps. While it 

is realized that the interval between the stamps commemorating the inauguration of 

WHO's new headquarters and the proposed stamps for the Twentieth Anniversary is 

short, Members could be given the opportunity of issuing such commemorative stamps. 

3.7 Although the Twentieth Anniversary would be celebrated throughout the year, 

the observance of World Health Day would be given added importance and special 

efforts pursued in this respect, particularly in so far as television and radio 

programmes are concerned. 
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4. Action at regional level 

斗.1 The occasion could be marked at regional level by a review of the work done and 

experience gained within each region, and by an assessment of future trends in seeking 

the solution of the existing health problems. This could be done at special meetings 

during regular sessions of the regional committees in 1968. 

5• Action at national level 

5.1 Action at national level should be encouraged with a view to making the 

objectives and work of the Organization better known to the public in general and to 

health workers and medical students in particular. Member States should be invited 

to develop national programmes which could consist inter alia of commemorative 

ceremonies, symposia or conferences, articles in the daily and medical press, radio 

and television broadcasts etc. The Organization could provide material and 

suggestions for national programmes. 

5.2 Such activities should be organized in conjunction with the national committees 

for WHO where they exist, or ad hoc committees set up for the purpose, and in 

particular through co-operation of medical associations and medical schools. Special 

programmes for publicising WHO in medical schools during 1968 would be particularly 

desirable. 


