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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY

1. For some years past, discussions have taken place between the Secretariats of the World 
Health Organization and of the Organization of African Unity on the subject of the form that 
the relations between the two Organizations should take.

2. The Organization of African Unity (OAU ) was created by the adoption of its Charter on 
25 May 1963* The purposes of the Organization are to promote the unity and solidarity of 
the African States, to co-ordinate and intensify their co-operation and efforts to achieve a 
better life for the peoples of Africa, to defend their sovereignty, their territorial 
integrity and independence, to eradicate all forms of colonialism from Africa and to promote 
international co-operation, having due regard to the Charter of the United Nations and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

3. To achieve these ends, the Member States shall co-ordinate and harmonize their general 
policies in, inter alia, the field of health, sanitation and nutritional co-operation, and, 
under Article XX of the Charter, provision is made for the establishment by the Assembly of 
OAU of a Health, Sanitation and Nutrition Commission, composed of the Ministers concerned or 
other Ministers or Plenipotentiaries designated by the Governments of the Member States.

4. It may be noted that the functions of the former Commission for Technical Co-operation ir 
Africa (CCTA) have been absorbed into OAU and exercised through the latter's Health,
Sanitation and Nutrition Commission, and that OAU participates in the Joint FAO/WHO/OAU(STRC) 
Food and Nutrition Commission for Africa, whose objective is the collection, analysis and 
dissemination of information on all aspects of nutrition in the African countries.

5. The discussions which have taken place have resulted in the drawing up of the text of an 
agreement between WHO and OAU in order to better define the nature of the co-operation 
between the parties, and this agreement was approved by the Council of Ministers of OAU at 
the Twelfth Ordinary Session of the Council held in Addis Ababa from 17 to 22 February 1969.

6. The texts of the draft agreement and of the resolution of the Council of Ministers are 
appended hereto as Annexes A and B.

7. The agreement follows the general lines of agreements with other inter-governmental 
organizations, both world-wide and regional, for purposes of defining relationships and 
co-operation.

8. The membership of OAU includes countries from three regions of the World Health 
Organization: the African Region, the Eastern Mediterranean Region and the European Region.
It may be noted that, in the light of the fact that the membership of OAU extends through 
three WHO Regions, the agreement provides that, in all matters concerning its implementation, 
WHO shall be represented by its headquarters or by its competent regional office (Article VI, 
paragraph 1).

9. Attention is also drawn to Article V, which provides that a request for technical 
assistance or aid made jointly by two or more Members to either Organization may, if the 
Members concerned so request, be the subject of consultation between the two Organizations.
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10. The Director-General believes that the conclusion of this agreement will facilitate 
and strengthen the existing arrangements for consultation and co-operation between WHO and 
OAU and thus contribute to the development of WHO's activities and programmes in the Regions 
concerned.

11. The agreement is consequently submitted to the World Health Assembly for consideration 
and for approval under the terms of Article 70 of the Constitution, which stipulates:

Article 70

"The Organization shall establish effective relations and co-operate closely with 
such other inter-governmental organizations as may be desirable. Any formal agreement 
entered into with such organizations shall be subject to approval by a two-thirds vote 
of the Health Assembly."
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ANNEX A

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, and 
THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY,

Considering that the objective of the World Health Organization (hereinafter referred 
to as "WHO") is the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health and 
that in order to achieve this objective WHO acts as the directing and co-ordinating 
authority on international health work;

Considering that one of the purposes of the Organization of African Unity (hereinafter 
referred to as "OAU") is, as set out in its Charter, to promote the unity and solidarity of 
the African States and to intensify their co-operation and efforts to achieve a better life 
for the peoples of Africa, and to these ends to undertake among other things to co-ordinate 
and harmonize the general policies of its Member States in the field of health and sanitation;

Considering that under Article XX of the Charter of OAU specialized commissions have 
been set up to ensure such co-operation;

Considering that OAU is called upon to undertake certain tasks of a regional nature, in 
harmony with those pursued on a world wide scale by WHO;

Considering the regional arrangements made by WHO as set forth in Chapter XI of its 
Constitution, and in particular Article 50 (d) thereof;

Considering Article 70 of the Constitution of WHO and Article II of the Charter of OAU 
and in confirmation of the already existing co-operation between the two Organizations:

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE I

Co-operation

WHO and OAU agree to co-operate in all matters that arise in the field of health and 
are connected with those tasks and activities of the two Organizations that are in harmony.

ARTICLE II

Exchange of Information

1. WHO and OAU agree to exchange publications and documents relating to activities on 
subjects of common interest, subject to any measures which might be necessary to safeguard 
the confidential nature of certain documents.

2. This exchange shall be supplemented, as necessary, by periodical contacts between members 
of the Secretariats of the two Organizations for the purpose of consultation as regards 
projects or activities of common interest. In addition, each Organization shall make 
available to the other any statistical and legislative information in its possession on subjects 
of common interest.
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Annex А

ARTICLE III

Reciprocal Representation

1. Representatives of WHO shall be invited to attend sessions of the Specialized Commissions 
and Technical Conferences or Meetings of the OAU at which matters of interest to WHO are to
be discussed. These representatives shall participate, without vote, in the deliberations of 
these bodies with respect to items on their agendas in which WHO has an interest.

2. Representatives of OAU shall be invited to attend the meetings of the World Health 
Assembly and its Committees, the Executive Board and the Regional Committees concerned and to 
participate, without vote, in the deliberations of these bodies with respect to items on their 
agendas in which OAU has an interest.

ARTICLE IV

Joint Action

WHO and OAU will afford, each to the other, any technical co-operation which may be 
asked for the purpose of studying questions of common interest. If any such technical 
co-operation would involve substantial expenditure, consultation will take place with a view 
to determining the most equitable manner of meeting such expenditure.

ARTICLE V

Assistance in Technical, Research and in other Relevant Fields

A request for technical assistance or aid made jointly by two or more Members to either 
Organization may, if the Members concerned so request, be the subject of consultations between 
the two organizations.

ARTICLE VI

Implementation, Revision and Denunciation

1. In all matters concerning the implementation of this agreement, WHO shall be represented 
by its Headquarters or by its competent Regional Office and OAU shall be represented by its 
Administrative Secretary-General or his duly authorized nominee.

2. The terms of this agreement may be modified with the consent of both parties.

3. Either party may denounce the agreement by giving one year's notice in writing to the 
other party.

ARTICLE VII

Entry into Force

This agreement, after approval by the World Health Assembly and the Council of Ministers 
of OAU, shall enter into force on the date on which it is signed by the appointed represen
tatives of WHO and OAU.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the two representatives whose names are stated below have signed this 
agreement at the dates indicated below their signatures.

This agreement has been written in duplicate in the English and French languages, the 
texts in both languages being equally authentic.

For THE WORLD HEALTH For THE ORGANIZATION OF
ORGANIZATION AFRICAN UNITY

(date) (date)
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ANNEX В

ORGANIZATION OF 
AFRICAN UNITY 
Secretariat 
P.O. Box 3243

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
Twelfth Ordinary Session
Addis Ababa - February 1969 CM/Res.183 (XII)

RESOLUTION ON THE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHO AND OAU

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity meeting in its Twelfth 
Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa from 17 to 22 February 1969:

HAVING discussed and amended the draft Agreement for co-operation between the World 
Health Organization and the Organization of African Unity:

1. APPROVES the Agreement for co-operation between WHO and OAU.

2. REQUESTS the Administrative Secretary General to convey it to WHO for approval;

ORGANISATION DE L'UNITE 
AFRICAINE 
Secretariat 

ADDIS ABABA B.P. 3243

3. AUTHORIZES the Administrative Secretary General to sign the Agreement on behalf of 
the OAU.


