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1. Background information

1.1 In June 1950, the Executive Board at its sixth session adopted resolution EB6.R20^ on 
the form of presentation of the programme and budget estimates which included a request that 
regional schedules indicate "where possible, local funds expected to be contributed to each 
activity by appropriate governments". The inclusion of such information in the proposed 
annual programme and budget estimates was further requested by the Seventh World Health 
Assembly in resolution WHA7.36.^

1.2 In 1951 the Fourth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA4. 60^ established the principle 
"that requesting governments should normally be expected to agree to assume responsibility for 
a substantial part of the costs of services with which they are provided - at least that part 
which can be paid in their own currencies". The same resolution enumerated the items of 
costs which recipient governments 'should provide as follows:4

( 1 )

( 2 )

(3)

(4)

(5)

( 6 )

(7) provision of lodging for staff employed on projects in the recipient country, provided 
that in exceptional circumstances and subject to the prior agreement of the Director- 
General . . . provision of lodging may not be required of recipient countries.

Recipient governments should contribute such further costs or facilities, including all or 
part of subsistence allowances, as may be mutually agreed upon between the governments and 
WHO.

local personnel services, technical and administrative, as well as labour; 

office space and buildings;

supplies and materials obtainable within the country;

local transportation;

postal and telecommunications;

medical care;

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed. , P. 196.
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4 These criteria were subsequently amended by resolutions WHA5.59 (p. 372 of the Handbook) 
and WHA7.42 (p. 373 of the Handbook) mainly relieving governments of the necessity to provide 
lodging and pay travel per diem to WHO staff.
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1.3 The Seventh World Health Assembly recognized1 "that the contributions made by 
governments in local currencies towards the over-all cost of projects in their respective 
countries exceed, in most cases, the amounts provided by the World Health Organization for 
such projects".

1.4 When the Executive Board, at its ninth session, examined the programme and budget 
estimates proposed for 1953, the Director-General informed the Board that the information on 
the financial participation by governments in WHO-assisted projects had only been received 
from a small number of governments at the time the programme and budget estimates were 
consolidated. Subsequently, additional information had become available and he informed the 
Board of the revised figures as known at the time: of its ninth session. The Board noted that 
there were good prospects of obtaining more complete details for the budget of future years 
and that this would be essential to provide a complete and more accurate picture even though 
the amounts indicated could not be considered as firm commitments on the part of the 
governments.

1.5 In accordance with resolution EB6.R20^ and WHA7.36^ the Director-General has continued 
to include the estimated cost of governments' participation in field projects in his annual 
programme and budget proposals and to report to the Board and to the Health Assembly the 
figures as revised at the time of their respective meetings.

2. The question before the Twenty-second World Health Assembly

2.1 During the discussion of the figures provided by Governments on the cost of their 
participation in field projects assisted by the World Health Organization, at the forty-third 
session of the Board, the view was expressed that the value of the figures was questionable 
as they could not be precise because of the difficulty of forecasting two years in advance 
the amounts recipient governments expected to provide for WHO-assisted projects. The 
Director-General pointed out that while the figures might be imprecise they were nevertheless 
indicative of the extent to which governments were financing WHO-assisted projects. He drew 
attention to the fact that this long-standing practice of WHO's was developing to a larger 
extent in other parts of the United Nations system of organizations such as the Special Fund 
component of the United Nations Development Programme, where each plan of operations contained 
an indication of the counterpart contribution by the government as well as the total amount 
of funds expected to be devoted by the government to each activity.

2.2 Following its consideration of this matter, the Board decided to submit for 
reconsideration by the Twenty-second World Health Assembly the question of whether the 
Organization should continue:

(i) to obtain this information from governments, and 

(ii) to include it in the annual proposed programme and budget estimates.^

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed., resolution WHA7.42, p. 373.
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