
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Thirty-fifth Session 

Agenda item 2,7.2 

EB)5/Conf•Doc.No.8 
27 January 1965 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

PARTICIPATION OF WHO IN A WORLD RESEARCH AGENCY FOR CANCER 

Communication received from the 
International Union against Cancer 

The Director-General has the honour to submit to the members of the Board, in 

accordance with Article 3 (iii) of the Working Principles Governing the Admission 

of Non-Governmental Organizations into Relations with W H O ) the text of a 

communication dated 13 January 1965 which he has received from the International 
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Union against Cancer. 
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ANNEX 

THE INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST CANCER 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT OF CANCER RESEARCH 

I - The International Union Against Cancer 

The International Union Against Cancer is the only international organization 

devoted solely to promoting on an international level the campaign against cancer in 

its research, therapeutic and preventive aspects. It is a non-governmental body, 

non-political and non-sectarian. 

Sixty-seven countries have joined the UICC through their voluntary organizations 

devoted to the fight against cancer or their governmental institutes or departments or 

through national committees on which are represented voluntary and governmental 

organizations. 

The UICC enjoys official relationship with WHO and working arrangements are 

close and cordial. 

The programme of the UICC is divided into research activities with particular 

reference to geographical pathology - in which field the UICC has pioneered -

clinical stage classification and tumour nomenclature and into control activities 

such as the promotion of prevention and detection programmes, patient care, 

professional and public education e t c " . In recent years, the UICC has administered 

a senior post-graduate international fellowship programme in cancer research, thanks 

to the support of the Eleanor Roosevelt Cancer Foundation affiliated with the American 

Cancer Society. 

The annual budget of the UICC is US $ 500.000.- half of which approximately is 

devoted to the fellowship programme• 

II - The position of the International Union Against Cancer regarding the 
International Support of Cancer Research 

Stripped of all controversial considerations, the French proposal - from which 

originates the idea of establishing a World Research Agency for Cancer - was to provide 

massive international support for cancer research. The International Union Against 

Cancer naturally favours massive support for cancer research. The UICC believes 
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that the resources made available should be primarily directed towards the expansion 

of researches in medicine, biology, biochemistry and the related sciences, and 

especially in such fields as chemical pathology, immunology, virology, cytogenetics 

and the structure and function of the nucleic acids and other natural proteins on 

which the solution of the cancer problem probably depends. While the emphasis 

should be placed on the fundamental sciences, studies in the fields of geographical 

pathology, nomenclature, clinical stage classification and exchange of scientific 

information should also be OUÏ sued with increased vigov.；. , This oosition, the UICC 

defended on the occasion of the fiist and second meetings of e::。erts held in Paris 

respectively on 17 and 18 December 196? and on 27 and 28 February 1?64- It is also 

the position defended before the Seventeenth World Health Assembly. 

From 7 to 9 Sen сember 19oh, the UICC organized in Stockholm a Conference on ”The 

International Suo^ort of Cancel Reseai ch
tT

. The Conference was attended by 

leading scientists from 19 countiies belonging to all the continents of the wo Id. 

It was concluded that an urgent need e? ists, additional to national su”o:丨:t》fo 

international sunoort on a very considerable scale. 

If this massive suoooi't were foithcoming
>
 the Conference favoured the establish-

ment of an International Cancer Research Agency^ s )onsored and financed by govern-

ments^ which would act as a recipient and manager of funds
t
 This agency would be 

íesoonsible fox the allocation oí suoooit not only on the basis of specific 

aonlications but also from its own investigations of research and training requiie-

ments throughout the world. It ao^eaied of major impoxtance that such suonort 

should be accorded not only to m cjects transcending national boundaries
¿
 but also 

to i nt г a-nat i onal D:ojects in the case of countries not at oresent able to sustain 

these from their own i-esources. 

If, however > the financial su)oort provided by governments remained at a 

relatively low level, the creation of a new agency did not aopeai' the best way to 

develon cancer research when there existed international organi ations whose 

capabilities were not used to the limit. 

13 January 1965 
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The greatest need of research workers in most parts of the world is the pro-

vision of more substantial support for their research operations and for the training 

of additional young scientists in order to expand research. It would be unfortunate 

if the time and energy of leading scientists were to be diverted from their tasks in 

order to plan activities which could not be carried out because funds were not 

available in sufficient amounts. 

The World Health Organization may be assured, however, that the International 

Union Against Cancer will continue to make available the talent and experience of its 

scientific commissions and committees which have a long record of achievement in шалу 

fields. 


