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TWENTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
I N D E X E D

Provisional agenda item 3.18

EXTENSION OF THE AGREEMENT WITH UNRWA

1. The Nineteenth World Health Assembly, in adopting resolution WHA19.25 1 authorized the
extension of the agreement concluded between the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization and the Director of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) until 30 June 1969.

2. At its twenty-third session (1968), the General Assembly of the United Nations having 
adopted resolution A/RES/2452 (XXIII)2 extending until 30 June 1972 the mandate of the Agency, 
the Health Assembly may wish to extend also the duration of the above-mentioned agreement for 
the same period.

3. In this connexion the attention of the Health Assembly is drawn to the following:

3.1 Since the conclusion of this agreement in September 1950 its extension has been discussed 
at nine different sessions of the Health Assembly and authorized for one, two, three or five 
years, in accordance with the respective periods of extension of UNRWA's mandate.

3.2 It would reduce the work of the Health Assembly if it were to authorize the Director- 
General to extend the agreement from time to time for such periods as UNRWA continues to have 
a mandate from the United Nations. If, for some reason, it should be felt by the Director- 
General that WHO should not continue the technical direction of the health programme 
administered by UNRWA, then the matter would be reported to the Health Assembly for considera-

4. Should the Health Assembly concur with these views, it might wish to consider adopting 
the following resolution:

"The Twenty-second World Health Assembly,

Considering that, on 29 September 1950, an agreement was concluded between the 
Director-General of the World Health Organization and the Director of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) on the basis of 
principles established by the Third World Health Assembly;

Considering that the Nineteenth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA19.25 
extended the duration of this agreement until 30 June 1969 and that, subsequently, the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, at its twenty-third session, extended the mandate 
of UNRWA until 30 June 1972;

Considering that, on numerous occasions, the World Health Assembly has extended the 
duration of this agreement to coincide with the respective periods of extension of the 
mandate of UNRWA;

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 10th ed., p. 457.
Resolution A/RES/2452 (XXIII) (Annexed).2
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Considering that the World Health Organization should continue the technical 
direction of the health programme administered by UNRWA,

1. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to extend the agreement with UNRWA from time to 
time for such periods as UNRWA continues to have a mandate from the United Nations;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Health Assembly in case he should 
feel that the necessity for continuing this agreement on the same basis no longer 
prevails."
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Twenty-third session 
Agenda item 33

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

/on the report of the Special Political Committee (A/jh-llJ/

2^52 (XXIII)• Report of the Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East

A

The General Assembly,
Recalling Security Council resolution 237 (19^7) of 1̂- June 19 7̂>
Reaffirming its resolution 2252 (ES-V) of U July 19^7,
Taking note of the appeal made by the Secretary-General in the Special 

Political Committee on 11 November 1968,^
Convinced that the plight of the displaced persons could best be relieved by 

their speedy return to their homes and to the camps which they formerly occupied, 
Emphasizing, consequently, the requirement for their speedy return,
1. Calls upon the Government of Israel to take effective and immediate 

steps for the return without delay of those inhabitants who have fled the areas 
since the outbreak of hostilities;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to follow the effective implementation 
of the present resolution and to report thereon to the General Assembly.

17 9̂th plenary meeting, 
19 December 1968.

1/ See А/SPC/SR.612.
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В
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 19b (ill) of 11 December 19̂ 8, 302 (iv) of 

8 December 19^9, 393 (V) and 39^ (V) of 2 and ik December 1950, 512 (Vi) and 
513 (VI) of 26 January 1952, 6lk (VIl) of 6 November 1952, 720 (VIIl) of 
27 November 1953, 818 (ix) of !+■ December 195*+, 9l6 (x) of 3 December 1955,
IOI8 (XI) of 28 February 1957, 1191 (XIl) of 12 December 1957, 1315 (XIIl) of 
12 December 1958, 1U56 (XIV) of 9 December 1959, l6o^ (XV) of 21 April 1961,
I725 (XVI) of 20 December 1961, 1856 (XVIl) of 20 December 1962, 1912 (XVIII) of 
3 December 1963, 2002 (XIX) of 10 February 1965, 2052 (XX) of 15 December 1965,
215^ (XXI) of 17 November 1966 and 23^1 (XXII) of 19 December 1967,

Noting the annual report of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the 
period from 1 July 1967 to 30 June 1968, ^

1. Notes with deep regret that repatriation or compensation of the refugees 
as provided for in paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution 19  ̂(ill) has not 
been effected, that no substantial progress has been made in the programme endorsed 
in paragraph 2 of resolution 513 (Vi) for the reintegration of refugees either by 
repatriation or resettlement and that, therefore, the situation of the refugees 
continues to be a matter of serious concern;

2. Expresses its thanks to the Commissioner-General and the staff of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
for their continued faithful efforts to provide essential services for the 
Palestine refugees, and to the specialized agencies and private organizations for 
their valuable work in assisting the refugees;

3. Directs the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to continue his efforts in taking 
such measures, including rectification of the relief rolls, as to assure, in 
co-operation with the Governments concerned, the most equitable distribution of 
relief based on need;

2/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-third Session, 
Supplement No. 13 (A/7213).
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b. Notes vith regret that the United Mations Conciliation Commission for 
Palestine was unable to find a means of achieving progress in the implementation 
of paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution 19̂ - (ill), and request the 
Commission to exert continued efforts towards the implementation thereof;

5- Directs attention to the continuing critical financial position of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, 
as outlined in the Commissioner-General's report;

6. Notes with concern that, despite the commendable and successful efforts 
of the Commissioner-General to collect additional contributions to help relieve 
the serious budget deficit of the past year, contributions to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East continue to fall 
short of the funds needed to cover essential budget requirements;

7- Calls upon all Governments as a matter of urgency to make the most 
generous efforts possible to meet the anticipated needs of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, particularly in 
the light of the budgetary deficit projected in the Commissioner-General's report, 
and therefore urges non-contributing Governments to contribute and contributing 
Governments to consider increasing their contributions;

8. Decides to extend until 30 June 1972, without prejudice to the provisions 
of paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution V^b (ill), the mandate of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East.

17^9th plenary meeting,
19 December 1968.

С

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 2252 (eS-V) of b July I967 and 23^1 В (XXIl) of 

19 December 19̂ 7,
Taking note of the annual report of the Commissioner-General of the United 

Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering 
the period from 1 July 1967 to 30 June 1968,—^

3/ Ibid.
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Taking note also of the appeal made by the Secretary-General in the Special 
Political Committee on 11 November 1968,̂ /

Concerned about the continued human suffering as a result of the June 1967 
hostilities in the Middle East,

1. Reaffirms its resolutions 2252 (ES-V) and 23^1 В (XXIl);
2. Endorses, bearing in mind the objectives of those resolutions, the 

efforts of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to continue to provide humanitarian 
assistance, as far as practicable, on an emergency basis and as a temporary 
measure, to other persons in the area who are at present displaced and are in 
Eerious need of continued assistance as a result of the June I967 hostilities;

3- Strongly appeals to all Governments and to organizations and individuals 
to contribute generously for the above purposes to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and to the other inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations concerned.

1749th plenary meeting,
19 December 1968.

k/ See A/SPC/SR.612.


