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182 REGIONAL COMMITTEE: SIXTIETH SESSION 

1. SPECIAL PROGRAMME OF RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH TRAINING 
IN HUMAN REPRODUCTION: MEMBERSHIP OF THE POLICY AND COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE: Item 17 of the Agenda (Document WPRIRC60114) 

Introducing the item, the DIRECTOR, PROGRAMME r.1ANAGEMENT explained that the Policy and 

Coordination Co=ittee was the governing body of the WHO Special Programme of Research, Development 

and Research Training in Human Reproduction. It had a total of 32 members, under four categories: 

Category 1 (largest financial contributors); 

Category 2 (countries elected by the WHO Regional Committees); 

Category 3 (other interested Cooperating Parties); and 

Category 4 (pennanent Members). 

Under Category 2, 14 Member States were elected by the WHO Regional Committees for three-year 

tenns, three of which were allocated to the Western Pacific Region. The three Member States from the 

Western Pacific Region were Japan, Mongolia and the Republic of Korea. 

The tenn of office of the Republic of Korea would expire on 31 December 2009, and the Regional 

Co=ittee was requested to elect one Member State, whose three-year tenn would start on 1 January 2010, 

to succeed the Republic of Korea. In the election, due consideration should be given to a Member State's 

financial or technical support to the Special Programme and its interest in the field of human reproduction, as 

reflected in its national policies and programmes. 

The Regional Committee might wish to consider the Philippines to replace the Republic of Korea; the 

Policy and Coordination Co=ittee would hold its 23rd annual meeting from 24 to 25 June 2010. 

It was so decided (see decision WPRlRC60(1». 

2. SPECIAL PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH AND TRAINING IN TROPICAL DISEASES: 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE JOINT COORDINATING BOARD: Item 20 of the Agenda 
(Document WPRlRC60/15) 

Introducing the item, the DIRECTOR, PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT explained that the Special 

Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) was an independent global programme 

of scientific collaboration. Established in 1975 and cosponsored by the United Nations Children's Fund 

(UNICEF), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank and the World Health 

Organization (WHO), it aimed to help coordinate, support and influence global efforts to combat a portfolio 

ofmajor diseases of the poor and disadvantaged. 

TDR focused on developing improved tools for the control of tropical diseases and strengthening the 

research capability of affected countries. It was governed by three bodies: the Joint Coordinating Board 

(JCB), the Standing Committee, and the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC). 

The Joint Coordinating Board was the top governing body ofTDR, its principal role being to coordinate 

the interests and responsibilities of all parties cooperating in TDR.. The Joint Coordinating Board met annually 

to review TDR's activities, evaluate progress, and determine TDR's budget. It consisted of 34 members who 
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served for a period of three years. However, members could now be appointed for a period of four years, 
from among the Cooperating Parties. 

WHO was one of the 34 JCB members and played a role as a sponsor, together with UNICEF, UNDP 

and the World Bank, for TDR. WHO also provided briefings to the JCB members appointed by the Regional 

Committee on research priorities in IDR-focused communicable diseases, before they attended the Joint 

Coordinating Board's annual meeting in Geneva. The briefings included information on WHO collaborating 

centres and on their main focus in the Region. Paragraph 2.2 of the Memorandum of Understanding on the 

Administrative and Technical Structures of the Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 

Diseases indicated that two members, in addition to the members selected by the Board itself and those 

appointed by the contributors to the IDR resources, might be designated by the Regional Committee. The 

Region was currently represented by the representatives of the Governments of Papua New Guinea and 

Viet Nam. As the three-year tenure of Viet Nam would end on 31 December 2009, the Regional Committee 

was requested to select one Member State for a four-year period commencing on 1 January 2010. 

The Regional Committee might wish to select the Republic of Korea to replace Viet Nam. 

It was so decided (see decision WPRJRC60(2)). 

3. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION 

The Committee considered the following draft resolution. 

3.1 Asia Pacific Strategy for Strengthening Health Laboratorv Services (2010-2015) 

(Document WPRJRC60/Conf. Paper No.6) 

The RAPPORTEUR FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE informed the Committee that a proposed 

amendment had been submitted by Australia. 

Ms GOODSPEED (Australia) proposed adding, at the end of operative paragraph 3(2), the phrase "and 

providing appropriate linkages with the laboratory components of related strategies and programmes". 

Decision: The resolution, as amended, was adopted (see resolution WPRJRC60.R6). 

4. TIME AND PLACE OF THE SIXTY-FIRST SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITIEE: 

Item 21 of the Agenda 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR recalled that, at the fifty-ninth session of the Regional Committee, Fiji 

had expressed interest in hosting the sixty-first session. While Fiji remained interested in hosting a future 

session, it appeared that 2010 would not be the most opportune time. Therefore, the sixty-first session would 

be held at the Regional Office in Manila. 

He reminded the representatives that the dates of the six regional committee meetings were coordinated, 

first, to enable the Director-General to attend at least part of each meeting; and, second, to allow enough time 

for the discussions of all the regional committees to be reflected in the documentation for the Executive Board 

meeting in January. He therefore proposed 20 to 24 September 2010 as the dates for the sixty-first session of 
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the Regional Committee. 

Sir Terepai MAOATE (Cook Islands) asked whether the Regional Committee meeting could be held at 

. a time other than in September, as he understood that there were to be general elections in several countries 

of the Region. 

The SPECIAL ADVISER TO THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR reiterated that the meetings of the six 

regional committees were coordinated to allow the Director-General to attend, and each regional committee 

had been allocated a fixed period. That for the Western Pacific Regional Committee was the third week of 

September. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that several Member States had expressed interest in hosting future 

Regional Committee meetings. He would hold further discussions with each ofthem on administrative issues, 

costs and facilities and inform all Member States of the outcome. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC60.R7). 

5. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION: Item 22 of the Agenda. 

Mr SOAKAI (Nauru), speaking on behalf of all representatives present at the sixtieth session of the 

Regional Committee, expressed appreciation for the tireless efforts of the WHO Representative in the South 

Pacific, Dr Chen Ken, and wished him well on his impending retirement. 

The expression of appreciation was endorsed by the Regional Committee with a round of applause. 

Mrs GIDLOW (Samoa), speaking on behalf of all representatives present at the sixtieth session of the 

Regional Committee, proposed a resolution of appreciation, thanking the Government of Hong Kong (China) 

for its generous hospitality, the office bearers elected by the Committee for their excellent work and the 

representatives of intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations for their statements. She wished the 

Special Adviser to the Regional Director, Dr Richard Nesbit, all the best for his forthcoming retirement and 

expressed gratitude for the capable assistance and encouragement he had given to Member States throughout 

his term of office. 

The expression of appreciation was endorsed by the Regional Committee with a round of applause. 

Mr Jean-Alain COURSE (France), Dr SHARMA (Fiji), Ms YANJMAA Binderiya (Mongolia) and 

Sir Terepai MAOATE (Cook Islands) also expressed their appreciation for the excellent arrangements made 

for the meeting, which had been instrumental to its success. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC60.R8). 

Dr CHOW (Hong Kong (China» said that it had been an honour for the Hong Kong Government to 

host the meeting, during which such important regional and global health issues as Pandemic (HINl), the 

health impacts of the global financial crisis and ~e health financing strategy in Asia and the Pacific had been 

discussed. The cooperation of Member States had undoubtedly contributed to the success of the meeting, the 

outcomes of which would further guide the Region's public health policies and practices, thereby improving 

the health of its people. He extended his thanks to all participants for that important contribution and to the 

Regional Director and his team for their dedicated work. 
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The REGIONAL DIRECTOR echoed the gratitude expressed to participants for their excellent 

contributions to the meeting and further thanked the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Rapporteurs for their 

work, as well as the former Regional Directors who had been in attendance. His first meeting as Regional 

Director had been very encouraging and he looked forward to closer collaboration with Member States, 

assuring them that he was determined to deliver on their requests to the greatest extent possible. 

The CHAIRPERSON thanked the Regional Director and all those whose hard work had culminated in 

the success of the meeting. He then declared the sixtieth session of the Regional Committee closed. 

The meeting rose at 11 :00. 


