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THE ROLE OFNURSING IN PRIMARY HEALTH CARE 

(Item proposed and document prepared by the Government of New Zealand) 

The plan of action adopted by the 35th World Health Assembly for implementing 
the strategy of "health for all by the year 2000", builds on the foundation of primary 
health care. All countries must seek to develop or expand health systems based on this 
fundamental principle. The scope of the plan is one of the most ambitious facing 
member states and their health administrations and will require the harnessing of all 
health disciplines to achieve success within the limited time available. 

In the field of primary health care one discipline, that of nursing has a 
particularly valuable contribution to make. At the same time emphasis on primary 
health care principles must be incorporated within the nursing education curriculum at 
an early stage to ensure that this important body of health professionals are 
adequately prepared to make a full contribution to the development of national 
primary health care systems. 

In order to bring this about, health personnel trained in the nursing discipline 
must be given greater opportunity to participate in the planning, management, 
supervising and training functions of the health service at all levels of the national 
health system. To ensure this policy can be more effectively implemented the World 
Health Organization should provide at regional and global levels for greater 
participation and representation by health professionals with expertise in the nursing 
discipline to assist countries to strengthen their own training and development 
programmes for primary health care services. 

The attached draft resolution is offered for consideration by the Regional 
Committee. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

NURSING EDUCATION AND MANAGEMENT IN PRIMARY HEALTH CARE 

The Western Pacific Regional Committee, 

Recognizing the substantial contribution made to primary health care by 
the nursing prof~ssion and the progress made by WHO in increasing the 
effectiveness of nursing/midwifery personnel in providing primary health care 
and member states in making primary health care available to all groups; 

Further recognizing the important essential and major contributions made 
by nursing personnel and midwives and as stated in WHA30.48, that these groups 
provide the greater part of health care in most health systems; 

Considering and recognizing the need for better utilization skills in all 
groups of care providers based, inter alia, on health services research findings; 

RECOMMENDS: 

the promotion and encouragement by WHO at global and regional levels of 
greater emphasis on primary health care in nursing education curriculae; 

AND that WHO should take active steps to increase the participation by 
health personnel from the nursing discipline in the planning, management 
training and research of primary health care programmes in the national health 
systems; 

AND that the strengthening of the representation of health personnel with 
special expertise in nursing discipline in the staffing establishment at global and 
regional offices. 
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