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In the course of its twentieth and twenty-first meetings held on 23 May 1968, the 
Committee on Programme and Budget decided to recommend to the Twenty-first World Health 
Assembly the adoption of the following resolutions:

POLICY GOVERNING ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION IN VIET-NAM

CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY ON PROGRAMME MATTERS (LONG-TERM PLANNING)

CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS, THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
AND THE IAEA (PROGRAMME MATTERS)

DISINSECTION OF AIRCRAFT

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE: FOURTEENTH REPORT 

SPECIAL REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH/FRENCH
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POLICY GOVERNING ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Considering that technical assistance is fundamental in pursuance of the objectives of 
the Organization as set forth in its Constitution;

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the Policy Governing Assistance 
to Developing Countries;1

Having noted resolutions WHA20.50 and EB41.R35;

Considering that it is the responsibility of each government to plan its health services 
within the framework of general development and to devote thereto the maximum of effort and 
of national resources with a view to optimum utilization of external aid, multilateral and 
bilateral; and

Recalling resolution AFR/RC17/R4 of the seventeenth session of the Regional Committee for 
Africa held at Brazzaville,

1. ENDORSES the report of the Director-General, which provides the flexibility and the new 
features necessary to ensure that the modalities of assistance meet the differing and evolving 
needs of developing countries;

2. ENDORSES in particular the proposed forms of future WHO assistance outlined in the report;

3. CONCURS with the views expressed by the Board on the policies to be followed, especially 
on the fundamental importance of developing health manpower; and

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue the review of the modalities of assistance in 
adapting assistance to the problems, needs and resources of developing countries.
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION IN VIET-NAM 

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report1 submitted by the Director-General to the Executive Board 
at its forty-first session in accordance with resolution WHA20.47,2 together with the 
additional information"^ which came to hand since that session of the Board; and

4Having noted resolution EB41.R26 adopted by the Executive Board at its forty-first 
session,

1. THANKS the Director-General; and

2. NOTES the report and its addendum.

Document A21/P&B/14.
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 152.
3
Document A21/P&B/14 Add.l, Corr.l and 2.

4 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, p. 15.
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CO-ORDINATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY ON PROGRAMME MATTERS

(LONG-TERM PLANNING)

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having adopted resolutions WHA21.32 and WHA21.33;

Having considered the report of the Director-General and resolution EB41.R40 of the 
Executive Board on the progress on implementation of the recommendations in the second report 
of the Ad Hoc Committee of Experts to Examine the Finances of the United Nations and the 
Specialized Agencies on the implementation of recommendation 29 concerning long-term planning;

Awaiting with interest the report on measures taken further to improve and refine the 
planning processes of the World Health Organization which the Director-General will make to 
the Board at its forty-third session;

Noting with appreciation the assistance given by WHO to the development of national health 
plans in the context of economic and social development;

Recalling the broad directives in the Fourth General Programme of Work adopted by the 
Eighteenth World Health Assembly guiding the work of the Organization through 1971;

Believing that sound national health plans provide an important basis to the development 
of WHO programmes at the regional and global levels to support the efforts made by Member 
States in the field of health;

Appreciating the action taken by the Member States of the Regional Committee for Europe 
with a view to evaluating the activities of the World Health Organization in the European 
Region as well as to drawing up long-term plans in the different fields of health work;

Considering that the long-term plans of the regional offices should increasingly reflect 
the national plans of the Member States, and of their present and long-term needs in the field 
of health,

1. NOTES the fact that the Regional Committee for Europe has decided to continue to examine 
long-term planning in new fields of health activity of general interest to Member States;

Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, Annex 11, pp. 64-65.

Resolution WHA18.33.2
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2. RECOMMENDS that regional committees give particular attention, at their 1968 session, to 
long-term health planning and the formulation and evaluation of health programmes and to the 
possibilities of co-operation on a regional and inter-regional basis in the development of such 
plans;

3. INVITES the Member States to co-operate, within the framework of the regional committees, 
with a view to further extending the long-term planning of the programmes of the Organization 
on the basis of their national health plans and their present and long-term requirements in the 
field of health; and

4. RECOMMENDS that the Director-General, in presenting his report on this question to the 
forty-third session of the Executive Board, pay special attention to the recommendations made 
and the opinions expressed by the Member States and the regional committees.
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CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE IAEA

(PROGRAMME MATTERS)

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly

Having considered the Director-General's report on Co-ordination with other Organizations 
the United Nations, the Specialized Agencies and the IAEA,

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General;1 and

2. THANKS UNICEF for its valued and continuing support for programmes designed to improve 
the health of women and children.

---------
1 Document A21/P&B/8.
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DISINSECTION OF AIRCRAFT

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having considered the recommendation contained in the fourteenth report of the Committee 
on International Quarantine1 concerning the vapour disinsection system of aircraft;

2Having noted the conclusions of the Expert Committee on Insecticides in its eleventh 
and sixteenth^ reports that, on the one hand, a vapour disinsection system is automatic, 
practical and, being performed in flight, does not involve any operational delay and, on the 
other hand, that the utilization of dichlorvos^ in such a system is, in the dosages proposed, 
effective and safe for passengers and crew;

Recognizing that the ever-increasing international air traffic greatly enlarges the risk 
of the introduction of disease vectors into new areas; and

Recognizing that the present "blocks away" aircraft disinsection method has not been fully 
effective and practicable in large aircraft,

1. RECOMMENDS to Member States:

(1) that for disinsecting aircraft in international passenger and freight traffic
the methods approved by WHO shall be used which are as follows:

(i) for pressurized aircraft:

(a) the vapour disinsecting system for inflight disinsection, or

(b) aerosol disinsection on the ground on arrival;

(ii) for non-pressurized aircraft:

(a) "blocks away" aerosol disinsection, or

(b) aerosol disinsection on the ground on arrival;

1 Document A21/P&B/2: Volume I - WHO/IQ/67.146 and Volume II - WHO/IQ/67.147.
2 Eleventh report of the Expert Committee on Insecticides - Aircraft Disinsection.

Wld Hlth Org. techn. Rep. Ser., 1961, 206.
3 Sixteenth report of the Expert Committee on Insecticides - Safe Use of Pesticides in 

Public Health. Wld Hlth Org. techn. Rep. Ser., 1967, 356.
4 Dichlorvos = 2,2-dichlorovinyl dimethyl phosphate.
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(2) that the vapour disinsection and aerosol disinsection formulation approved by WHO 
shall be used; and

(S') that the effective date for the recommendations for vapour disinsection shall be 
31 December 1970;

and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to publish the specifications for the approved vapour 
disinsection system.
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COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE: FOURTEENTH REPORT 

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having considered the fourteenth report of the Committee on International Quarantine - 
Volume I,1

1. THANKS the members of the Committee on International Quarantine; and

2. ADOPTS the fourteenth report of the Committee on International Quarantine - Volume I.1

Document WHO/IQ/67.146: Functioning of the International Sanitary Regulations for the 
period 1 July 1964 - 30 June 1967.



SPECIAL REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS

The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Having considered the fourteenth report of the Committee on International Quarantine, 
Volume II;1

Recognizing that the Committee on International Quarantine has made important 
recommendations for a revision of the International Sanitary Regulations with a view to making 
them more effective and that these recommendations require time for detailed study;

Noting the recommendations of the Committee concerning diseases of international 
importance which do not require to be brought into the scope of the International Sanitary 
Regulations ;

Noting that only twenty-two Member States had so far replied to the Director-General's 
letter of 22 March 1968;2 and

Considering the advances in medical science and technology and the increasing volume and 
rapidity of international travel,

1. BELIEVES that improvement of the provisions of the International Sanitary Regulations 
to make them more effective in practice is opportune;

2. THANKS the Members of the Committee on International Quarantine for their important work;

3. COMMENDS the Director-General for the initiative;

4. INVITES the Member States to send their views and comments on the fourteenth report of 
the Committee on International Quarantine - Volume II - to the Director-General by
31 October 1968;

5. REQUESTS the Director-General:

(1) to make available to the Member States the summary records of the discussions on 
this item at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly;

(2) to submit a report on the replies received from the Member States along with the 
fourteenth report, Volume II, of the Committee on International Quarantine to the 
Twenty-second World Health Assembly. This documentation should be made available to 
all Member States by 1 February 1969.

1 Special Review of the International Sanitary Regulations: A21/P&B/2 - Volume II - 
WHO/IQ/67.147.

2 C.L.8.1968.


