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EIGHTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY WHA18 .39 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH AND 

FRENCH 

PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABblSHMENT OF A REVOLVING FUND FOR 

TEACHING AND LABORATORY EQUIPMENT FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Recognizing that manpower requirements are of fundamental importance for 

health programmes, and realizing that the shortage of teaching and laboratory 

equipment in medical and paramedical schools is a great handicap in imparting 

medical education, especially in the developing countries； and 

Having considered the proposal for the establishment of a revolving fund 

to finance， on a reimbursement basis, teaching and laboratory equipment for 

medical and paramedical education and training, 

REQUESTS the Executive Board, bearing in mind the discussions in the 

Committee on Administration., Finance and Legal Matters^ to study the proposal 

and to report to the Nineteenth World Health Assembly. 

Eleventh plenary meetings 19 May 1965 

A18/VH/11 
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EIGHTEHSfTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE AND LEGAL MATTERS 

Extracts from the Provisional Minutes of the Ninth and Tenth Meetings, 

held on 15 and 17 May 1965 
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REVOLVING FUND FOR TEACHING AND LABORATORY 

TRAINING: Supplementary Agenda Item 

N i n t h Meeting 

5 . PROPOSAL FOR T H E ESTABLISHMENT OP A 

EQUIPMENT FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION AND 

(Document A18/APL/22) 

The CHAIRMAN said that the item had been placed on the agenda at the request of 

the delegation of India which had proposed the following draft resolution: 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Recognizing that the shortage of teaching and laboratory equipment in 

medical schools is a great handicap in imparting medical education in the newly 

started medical schools in many parts of the developing countries； 

Noting the difficulty that is experienced by many developing countries in 

providing foreign exchange for the purchase of essential and important equipment； 

and 

Having been informed of the national world health foundations already 

established or being established, 

1 . REQUESTS the Director-General to study the possibility of assisting Member 

States in obtaining equipment from abroad including the possibility of establish-

ing a revolving fund of one million dollars from which to help developing 

countries obtain the neeess:、ry equipment: against reimbursement in their own 

currencies; and 

2 . REQUESTS the Director-General to report on the matter to the Executive 

Board and World Health Assembly• 

Dr CAYLA (France) said that his delegation had examined with interest the 

proposal that h a d been made by the delegation of India for the establishment of a 

revolving f u n d . The health services of developing countries were greatly in need 

of qualified personnel, and everyone agreed that the subject was one that should 

receive the particular attention of the Organization and the countries concerned. 

It was certainly true that the lack of teaching and laboratory equipment hampered 

the fimctioning of newly-created medical schools
5
 and the aims of the resolution 

deserved complete support• 
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He had some reservations, however, on the methods proposed• It was known that 
. “ ： 广 : . _ - ‘ ., - . • • . .•丨： . .• • • . . . • . . . . . .. • • ； 

several delegations were not in favour of new special funds or revolving funds • 

The problem of the means of financing them had been raised in the Committee on 

previous occasions. The draft resolution mentioned reimbursement by the coúntries 

concerned in their own currencies, and that question raised great difficulties. 

Teaching and laboratory equipment was in many cases unobtainable in countries in 

which those currencies could be used, and since the Financial Regulations laid down 

that the question of payment in currencies other than the official currencies could 

be determined only by the Director-General • in consultation with the Executive Board„ 

he considered that the important question before the Committee should be referred 

to the Executive Board for consideration at its next session and thereafter to the 

Nineteenth World Health Assembly. 

Dr AFRIDI (Pakistan) said that the delegate of France had already covered some 

of the points he had wished to raise. 

He suggested the deletion of the third paragraph of the preamble and of the 

specific reference in operative paragraph 1 to one million dollars, but stated that 

he would not press that suggestion as a formal amendment
 #
 The proposal of the delegate 

of Prance that the subject be referred for consideration to the Executive Board and 

the Nineteenth World Health Assembly was covered by the terms of operative paragraph 2 

of the draft resolution, and he therefore assumed that the Committee was not expected 

itself to take direct and immediate action. 

He was wholeheartedly in favour of the draft resolution. 

Dr BERNHARDT (Federal Republic of Germany) associated himself with the statement 

made by the delegate of Franc e . 
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Mr ROSE (Trinidad and Tobago) said that he supported the principle of the draft 

resolution but would appreciate some enlightenment from the delegate of 工ndia
5
 as its 

sponsor, on how he envisaged that the fund would be administered and what would be 

the basis on which a country would qualify for assistance from i t . The problem for 

the developing countries might not always be the question of foreign exchange but the 

allocation of scarce resources to competing needs. 

Mr MORENO (Panama) asked whether it was intended that the equipment for medical 

schools would be only for the medical staff working in them or for paramedical staff 

as w e l l . He considered it of great importance that that grade of personnel be 

included. 

Dr GUNARATNE (Ceylon) wholeheartedly supported the proposal made by the delegate 

of I n d i a . The lack of teaching and laboratory equipment for education and training 

was one of the greatest difficulties for developing countries. If it was not clear 

from the draft resolution that equipment for the training of paramedical personnel 

was also intended, he considered that a specific reference to such personnel should 

be included. 

Dr THOR PENG THONG (Cambodia) said that his delegation, having itself experienced 

difficulties in regard to equipment for a new medical school, was very much in favour 

of the draft resolution. With regard to the means of finding the most appropriate 

procedure for carrying out the proposal, he supported the idea that the Director-General 

should make recommendations to the Executive Board. 



ЕВЗб/10 
Annex 2 
page 5 

Mr GOKANA (Congo (Brazzaville)) supported the remarks made by the delegate of 

Trinidad and Tobago. There were many countries in process of development, and a 

few among them frequently got the biggest share of assistance. 

Dr WONE (Senegal) expressed his delegation's interest in the proposal and said 

that, during the technical discussions on the subject of health planning, emphasis 

had been placed on the need for setting up suitably equipped public health laboratories 

He would be pleased to support the draft resolution, but would be glad if the 

delegate of India could accept the amendments suggested by the delegate of Pakistan. 

Dr FERREIEA (Brazil) said that the lack of equipment was not the main problem 

in teaching in medical schools; it was even mofe important to have good personnel. 

He would support the suggestion of the delegate of France that the matter be 

referred to the Executive Board, so as to avoid the need for introducing amendments 

into a resolution with the principle of which all were in agreement. 

Dr KEITA (Chad) expressed the hope that if the proposal were approved the 

equipment could be used for training of paramedical personnel; his country had 

a school for that level of personnel, but did not have one for medical personnel. 

Mr ROPPEY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that his 

delegation had every sympathy for the thought behind the proposal and was very ready 

to support i t . It had one or two doubts on points of detail but believed that since 

the proposal was to be referred to the Director-General and the Executive Board they 

could be resolved. The chief difficulty concerned the practicability of using so 

many currencies. Another point was that some mention had been made of personnel, 

whereas the draft seemed to relate to equipment. His delegation would support the 

idea in either case. 
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Dr: .CASTILLO (Venezuela) said that one of the chief problems for all health 

administrations was the shortage of trained personnel at all levels. In the promotion 

of health a great part was played not only by medical staff but also by those engaged 

in such activities as environmental health measures; the resolution should envisage 

the provision of equipment also for such staff as sanitary engineers, health inspectors 

and all other staff engaged in health activities. 

Mr de CONINCK (Belgium) said that he had listened carefully to the remarks made 

by previous speakers and had come to the conclusion that the problem was much more 

complicated than might have been supposed. A number of opinions had been expressed 

on the various aspects of the problem that deserved long and serious study • He would 

therefore support the proposal made by the delegate of Prance. 

Dr 工GBRUDE (Nigeria) said that the draft resolution was simple and straight-

forward; it was not a final proposal to establish the fund but merely requested the 

Director-General to study the possibility and report to the Executive Board and the 

World Health Assembly. The measures envisaged would go a long way to helping 

developing countries to obtain the teaching and laboratory equipment they needed. 

He would support the draft resolution. 

Mr HAVLASEK (Austria) shared the view expressed by the delegate of France; he 

considered that the problem needed careful further study. 

The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further general comments, summed up the 

discussion and invited the delegate of India to answer points raised. 
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Dr DHIR (India) said that the proposal contained in his delegation's draft 

resolution was simple and straightforward^ as the delegate of Nigeria had pointed out. 

The suggestion put forward in the Committee by the delegate of Pakistar^ that no 

specific level be set for the proposed revolving fund, had already been discussed in 

the Regional Committee for South-East Asia^ at its seventeenth session. However, a 

fund of the kind would be of use only if it disposed of adequate credits. Accordingly, 

some minimum level should be indicated in any resolution adopted, and his delegation 

would prefer to maintain the figure of one million dollars for that purpose. 

The SECRETARY said that, as he understood the position, the provisions of the 

Indian draft resolution would require the Director-General to study the matter and 

submit a report to the Executive Board at a later session, and subsequently to the 

Health Assembly • Plainly, it would not be possible for him to report to the Board 

at its forthcoming session immediately following the Health Assembly. The study in 

question would have to cover the possibility of making additional provision in the 

regular budget to enable WHO to furnish equipment for the purposes indicated in the 

draft resolution and in the discussion. The Director-General 一 and the Executive 

Board - would undoubtedly take into account the various points that had been raised 

in the discussion. 

The reference to national world health foundations was presumably intended to 

stimulate voluntary contributions of funds through their aegis, which might be utilized 

for the purposes of the resolution. 

A further factor to be taken into account by the Director-General would be the 

possible difficulties in operating a revolving fund where reimbursement would be in 

local currencies imutilizable for the purchase of equipment. Unless reimbursement was 

in a utilizable form, clearly the revolving fund would quickly find itself at a standstill 
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There was little more the Secretariat could add at the present stage. Should 

the draft resolution be adopted, it would do its best to make a comprehensive study 

of the kind requested. 

Dr CAYLA (France), noting with gratitude the support in the Committee for his 

earlier suggestion, formally proposed the following amendments to the draft resolution 

presented by the delegation of India: (1) insertion of the words "and paramedical" 

before "schools", in the first preambular paragraph; (2) deletion of the remaining 

two paragraphs of the preamble - which neither added new ideas nor in any way 

strengthened the text; and (3) deletion of the final phrase in operative paragraph 1, 

after the word “abroad". 

The first and the third amendments respectively would serve to meet the points 

raised toy the delegates of Venezuela and Pakistan, and, as the Assistant Director-

General had indicated, the Director-General would be taking account of all the views 

expressed in the discussion. 

Dr AFRIDI (Pakistan) said the delegate of France had correctly interpreted his 

views, except in respect to operative paragraph where he considered there would be 

some point in maintaining the reference to a revolving fund • 

As to the currency question
5
 the United Nations Educational^ Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) operated a coupon system, under which coupons were made 

available to teaching institutions against reimbursement in local currencies. Other 

examples no doubt existed of ways of overcoming that problem, which the Director-General 

would be in a position to ascertain. 

Dr DIBA (Iran) pointed out that the various suggestions and amendments put forward 

would entirely change the nature of the draft resolution presented by the delegate of 



ЕВЗб/10 
Annex 2 
page 9 

India. In view of the major importance of the matter for developing countries, he 

would therefore like to have them in writing before taking a final stand. However, 

it might facilitate matters for the Committee if the delegations concerned were to 

consult with the delegation of India, with a view to arriving at an agreed text • 

Dr CAYLA (France) endorsed the first suggestion of the delegate of Iran: he well 

understood the difficulty of deciding on a stand in the absence of a written text
 # 

As to the second, no useful purpose would be served by the suggested procedure so far 

as he could see, in view of the irreconcilable positions of principle taken by his 

own delegation and that of Pakistan • The position of the French delegation was that 

it wished to have a study made covering all means of achieving the objective and, 

should a revolving fund be found to be the best，it would be prepared to consider the 

adoption of that measure• 

Mr MORENO (Panama) endorsed the procedure suggested by the delegate of Iran. 

At the same time, the delegate of India had rightly drawn attention to the urgent need 

in developing countries for help in the matter and any draft resolution prepared must 

take into account the desire for action on the lines proposed by the delegation of 

India. 

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported the amendments proposed 

by the delegation of Prance as reflecting the general spirit of the Committee. 

Adoption of the suggestion of the delegate of Pakistan would prejudice the outcome of 

the general study to be made by the Director-General and the Executive Board. 
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Dr AL-WAHBI (Iraq) remarked that there was general agreement in principle that 

some way should be found to provide the maximum assistance to the developing countries 

to enable them to procure the necessary tools of teaching for their medical and 

paramedical schools • On the other hand, there was a wide divergence between the 

original draft resolution and the version as amended by the proposals of the delegate 

of Prance. Nevertheless, experience had shown that even more irreconcilable problems 

could be resolved by a spirit of understanding, so that he was inclined to support 

the procedure suggested by the delegate of Iran, which would save time and enable the 

Committee to devote itself to more productive work. 

The SECRETARY said he would, hesitantly, put forward an alternative suggestion 

which might provide a way out of the dilemma in which the Committee found itself. 

The general consensus seemed to be that the subject was a very important one, 

warranting objective study, and secondly that the Committee would not wish to take 

any definitive stand at the moment, so as not to prejudice the results of such study • 

Accordingly, a simple resolution on the following lines might adequately serve the 

purpose : 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the proposal for the establishment of a revolving 
fund to finance teaching and laboratory equipment for medical and paramedical 
education and training, 

REQUESTS the Executive Board, bearing in mind the discussions in the 
Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, to study the 
proposal and to report to the Nineteenth World Health Assembly. 

Dr CAYLA (France) welcomed the new draft as providing a way out of the difficulty 

that he was sure would prove generally acceptable; he accordingly withdrew his proposed 

amendments to the draft resolution presented by the delegation of India• 
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Dr AFRIDI (Pakistan), noting that the new text covered the point he had in mind,, 

also agreed not to press his suggested deletion„ 

Dr DHIR (India) thanked the Committee for the interest shown in his delegation's 

proposal and the sympathy and understanding evinced for the difficulties of the 

developing countries. The text suggested by the Assistant Director-General would 

be acceptable to his delegation, provided that the known and accepted facts of the 

situation were covered in the preamble. To that end he proposed the insertion of 

an additional preambular paragraph reading: 

"Recognizing that manpower requirements are of fundamental importance 
for health planning, and realizing that the shortage of teaching and 
laboratory equipment in medical and paramedical schools and in research 
institutes is e. great handicap in imparting medical education, especially 
in the newly started medical schools in many parts of the developing 
countriesj ancl feeling the necessity of purchasing such essential equipment 
not available in those countries^ on a reimbursement basis in their home 
currencies 

The CHAIRMAN said that the delegate of Trinidad and Tobago had proposed the 

following amendment to the new text: the word "discussed" to be substituted for the 

word "considered
1

' in the preambular paragraph. That amendment would not affect the 

French text• He asked whether the Committee would be prepared "bo continue the 

discussion on the basis of the new text before it, or whether it considered there-

was still need for a working group to resolve outstanding differences. 

Dr AL-WAHBI (Iraq) still thought that a working group would serve a useful 

purpose^ the more so as there was ample time available to the Committee to follow 

that procedure, He endorsed the additional preambular paragraph proposed by the 

delegate of 工ndia, as bringing all elements of justification to the Board's attention 
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As' to the ainendment suggested by the delegate of Trinidad and Tobago, he saw no point 

whatsoever in making such a change; thë discussions in the Committee were referred 

to in the operative paragraph of the new text. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that there was a consensus in favour of setting up a working 

group, and proposed that the group be composed of the delegations of India, Prance 

and Pakistan，on the understanding that any other delegation wishing to do so might 

also take part in the work. 

Dr CAYLA (Prance) thought the discussion had reached a point where an agreement 

could quickly be achieved without having recourse to a working group. 

The CHAIRMAN interpreted, that remark as tantamount/to a proposal. for an unofficial 

drafting group. 

Dr AL-WAHBI (Iraq) disagreed with the delegate of France; there was more than 

mere drafting to be undertaken by the working group and he would therefore prefer an 

official body. 

Dr AFRIDI (Pakistan) entirely agreed with the previous speaker and suggested 

that Senegal be included in the working group
 è 

The CHAIRMAN assumed that the Committee was agreeable to setting up an official 

working group and accepted the suggestion that Senegal should be included-

Dr CAYLA (France) said that, in view of the position he had taken during the 

discussion, he was regretfully obliged to decline the honour of taking part in the 

working group. 
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Dr AL-WAHBI (Iraq) said he would gladly volunteer to serve on the working 

group. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that the working group would be composed of the delegations 

of India, Iraq, Pakistan and Senegal. Discussion of the item would be adjourned, 

pending the submission of the working group's report. 
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1 , PROPOSAL PGR THE ESTABLISK14EMT CP A REVOLVING FUND FOR TEACHING AND 
LABORATORY SQUITMSNT F.CR MEDICAL EDUCATIUM ANJJ №AINING: 
Supplementary Agenda. Item- (continued from the ninth meeting) 

The CHAIRMAN informed the Committee that the Working Group
5
 which had been set 

W ‘ � ; • - ‘ • ‘ • 

up at the previous meeting to consider the proposal for the establishment of a 

revolving fund for teaching and laboratory equipment for medical education and 

training, had met that morning and had agreed upon a form of wording for the 

consideration of the Comiittee as a whole。 

Mr de CONINCK! (Belgium), Rapporteur^ read out the following text: 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Recognizing that manpovrer requirements are of fundamental importance 
for health programmes^ and realizing that the shortage of teaching and 
laboratory equipment in medical and paramedical schools : s a great handicap 
in imparting medical eduea-t.ioi)

5
 especially in the developing countries; and 

Having considered the preuosal for the establishment of a revolving 

fund tr, finance, on a reimtursement basis, teaching and laboratory equipment 

for medical and par.'tmedioal education and trainings 

REQUESTS the Executive Beard, hearing in mind the discussions in 

the Committee on Adn in i s t ггЛ i on... Finejnoe ana Legal Matters
 5
 to study 

the propooal and to report to the Ninetaenth World Health Assembly. 

Decision: 丄.ne draft resolution was approved without comment. 


