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The Regional Committee, at its thirty-third session in 1982, decided that Technical 
Discussions in a modified form should henceforth be held in conjunction with sessions of the 
Regional Committee instead of a Technical Presentation. 1 

"Tobacco or health" is the topic of the Technical Discussions to be held in conjunction 
with the fortieth session. 

The Committee may wish to consider the following suggestions for the topic for 
Technical Discussions in 1990. 

1. HEALTH LEGISLATION 

The support of health legislation is a fundamental necessity for the achievement of the 
goal of health for all. Unfortunately, the development of health legislation cannot usually 
keep pace with the rapid advance of health technology and the new approaches to 
implementing health-for-all strategies, which frequently conflict with existing legislation. The 
problem is compounded by the fact that many developing countries adopt legislative models 
from highly developed countries, which are not geared to local circumstances and resources 
for implementation. 

Countries and areas in the Western Pacific Region have increasingly felt the need for 
developing and updating their health legislation. However, public health administrators at the 
policy-making level are not always aware of the principles and problems involved in the 
development of health legislation, especially with regard to the health-for-all strategies of the 
country. 

Health legislation as such has not been a topic for technical discussion at any of the 
Regional Committee sessions in the past. The time is ripe for a discussion among senior 
public health administrators on the problems of developing health legislation and their 

-

experience in solving them._ 

2. HEALTH ASPECI'S OF EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

All countries are subject to the occurrence of natural and man-made disasters such as 
typhoons, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, droughts, fire, epidemics, etc., which result 
in the loss of human life, large-scale property damage, and profound adverse effects on the 
health of the population. 

The basic approach to such problems is to develop the capacity of countries to plan and 
implement emergency preparedness so as to reduce the impact of disasters to the minimum. 
Another aspect is to develop a mechanism for prompt response to disasters so that relief work, 
both in health care and otherwise, can reach the affected population quickly. 

1 See resolution WPRlRC33.R20. Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of the Regional CommiJlee for the W.,.,.". 
Pacific. Vol. II (197&-1985). 5th ed. Manila: World Health Organization. 1986. p.161. 
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Emergency preparedness is primarily a joint undertaking in a multi-sectoral programme. 
The health sector does not usually take the leadership role in the organization and 
management of the country's emergency preparedness programme (except in dealing with 
epidemics), but the active participation of the health sector in the programme is essential. In 
addition, many activities can be developed within the health sector to contribute to emergency 
preparedness and response. They can often be linked with the priority health programmes 
being developed, such as primary health care, environmental health, organization of medical 
care, health education and health information system. 

In recent years, more documented experience and research findings in this field have 
become available. However, health authorities are not always exposed to all new 
developments, especially in the developing countries. 

The United Nations General Assembly in December 1987, adopted a resolution entitled 
"International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction" (IDNDR) calling upon all 
governments to participate during the decade of the 19908 in concerted international action 
for the reduction of the impact of natural disasters for all people, particularly those in 
developing countries. The health sector will probably play an increasing role in emergency 
preparedness and response in the coming years. 

A technical discussion on this subject in 1990 would provide a timely opportunity for the 
representatives of the countries of the Region to exchange experience and update their 
knowledge on the health aspects of emergency preparedness and response. It could also 
identify areas for WHO collaboration in the further development of the programme. 

3. LEPROSY 

National leprosy control programmes have been established in all endemic countries 
and areas in the Western Pacific Region. However, in spite of national efforts to control this 
disease, it remains an important health problem, especially in developing countries. 

In recent years, multidrug therapy was made available to the national leprosy control 
programmes. All endemic countries in the Region have adopted the regimen on various scales 
of application from pilot to nationwide implementation. It has helped to improve the leprosy 
situation in the Region. 

WHO's main collaboration in leprosy control has been in programme development, 
especially in the area of programme management, which includes planning, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation, training and the expansion of case-finding and treatment. 

Notable improvement in the leprosy situation has been achieved by national control 
programmes over the years in collaboration with WHO and nongovernmental organizations. 
WHO is optimistic that total control of leprosy in the Region can be achieved. Total control 
of leprosy in this context means that all leprosy cases are identified and given adequate 
treatment regimen. 

A technical discussion on this subject would provide information for the representatives 
of Member States on the achievements of the leprosy control programme and update their 
knowledge of serodiagnosis by means of ELISA and gelatin particle agglutination tests. In 
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addition, they would be alerted to changes needed in their national control programmes in 
such areas as policy, approach, priority and activities, in order to attain their planned 
objectives. 

A technical discussion could also produce commitment on the part of Member States to 
the regional effort to achieve total control of leprosy. Areas for collaboration would be 
identified so as to ensure the attainment of the regional and national goals of the leprosy 
control programme. 

Representatives may, of course, wish to suggest other topics for the Regional 
Committee to consider. 

• ••• 

The subject selected by the Executive Board for the Technical Discussions at the 
Forty-third World Health Assembly in 1990 is "The role of health research in the Strategy for 
Health for All by the Year 2000". 
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