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ARRANGEMENTS FOR TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 
A T THE THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

1. SUBJECT 

In accordance with resolution W PR/R C34.11 of the thirty-fourth session of the 
Regional Committee, the subject for Technical Discussions in conjunction with its 
thirty-fifth session will be "Malnutrition, growth and development". 

2. MaDERA TOR 

The Moderator of the Technical Discussions will be nominated by the Chairman 
of the Regional Committee. 

3. PARTICIPATION 

Participation in the Technical Discussions is open to aU representatives 
attending the Regional Committee. 

4. PURPOSE OF THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

The decision to select the subject of "Malnutrition, growth and development" as 
the theme for Technical Discussions at the thirty-fifth session reflects a number of 
current concepts. First and foremost, it is essential, if we are to achieve the goal of 
health for all by the year 2000, to have a weU-nourished population before the year 
2000. 

At the national level, the roles of the different sectors in reducing malnutrition 
need to be reviewed in the broader context of overall development planning and policy 
formulation. 

Because health is related to the patterns of food consumption and the nutritional 
state of the population, the health sector should play a pivotal role in identifying the 
extent of nutritional problems and define not only the health implications of the 
nutritional state of the population but also point out its socioeconomic consequences in 
order to make development planners aware of the importance of nutrition. The 
incJusion of this topic for the Technical Discussions in conjunction with the 
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Regional Committee provides the opportunity to review these problems as they relate 
to the health sector in practical detail at national and regional levels. 

The Technical Discussions have the following purposes: 

(I ).,to stimulate discussion among Member States about the nature of their own 
nutrition problems and the steps necessary to deal with them; 

(2) to review, both nationally and regionally, the health sector's role in 
improving nutritional status within the multisectoral development plan; 

(3) to promote exchanges of experience among Member States in order to 
facilitate the reorientation and strengthening of nutrition programmes in 
the Region. 

The background document distributed provides an overview of the problems and 
issues related to malnutrition in the Western Pacific Region. 

5. FORM OF PRESENTATION 

The format of the Technical Discussions will be as follows: 

After a brief introduction by the Moderator, the Secretariat will endeavour to 
give an overview of the problem of malnutrition in the Region based on available 
information. This wiH be followed by discussions on the various issues related to 
malnutrition. The discussions may be based on the experience of Member States in 
their efforts to identify the nature and extent of the problem and the remedial 
measures they have already undertaken. It is expected that these panel discussions 
will cover the various issues mentioned in the background document. It is hoped that 
representatives will have suggestions to make on the future course of action that WHO 
could foHow so that the regional nutrition programme is able to achieve its objectives 
and also receive effective support in all Member States. 

6. PROGRAMME OF WORK 

The Technical Discussions will take place on 11 September 1984 at 1430 hours. 

7. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND LITERATURE 

A collection of documents and publications related to the subject will be 
displayed in the conference hall. 
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