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The Regional Committee, at its thirty-third session in 1982, decided that Technical 
Discussions in a modified form should henceforth be held in conjunction with sessions of the 
Regional Committee instead of a Technical Presentation.! 

"Health legislation" is the topic of the Technical Discussions to be held in conjunction 
with the forty-fust session. 

The Committee may wish to consider the following suggestions for the topic of 
Technical Discussions in 1991. 

1. CHEMICAL SAFElY 

Although chemicals are essential to modern life and enhance its quality, they also bring 
new hazards to man and the environment. Chemical safety issues include the manufacture, 
'importation, registration, marketing, transportation, storage, treatment and disposal of toxic 
chemicals and hazardous wastes. The problems of chemical safety are particularly serious in 
countries where the skills needed for safe management of toxic chemicals are not available. 

Also, the lack of effective intersectoral coordination, particularly in the planning and 
development sectors, is a serious handicap to the development and implementation of good 
chemical safety programmes. Environmental health agencies frequently do not play the 
necessary leading role in chemical safety activities, and this often results in serious neglect of 
associated environmental health problems. Poison control centres are not being developed 
and few provisions exist for effectively handling chemical emergencies or evaluating the 
health risks associated with the manufacture, handling, use and disposal of various toxic 
chemicals. 

A technical discussion on chemical safety in conjunction with the Regional Committee 
would enable key decision-makers to appreciate more fully the complex issues in this 
important programme area. This improved understanding could lead to more effective 
programme development and implementation in Member States. 

2. CHANGING LIFE·S1YLES AND HEALTH 

In recent years, there have been marked changes of life-style in the Western Pacific 
Region. 

Industrialization, urbanization and technological development have reduced the 
prevalence of communicable diseases, thus prolonging the average life-span. However, these 
changes have also given rise to new health problems. For example, nutritional changes and 

lSee resolution WPRJRC33.R20, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of the R£gional Committee for the Western 

Pac; c, Vol. II (1976-1985), 5th ed. Manila: World Health Organization, 1986. p. 161. 
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stressful ways of life have made heart disease and stroke the leading causes of mortality in 
many countries. Also, increased use of tobacco, alcohol and psychotropic drugs are 
damaging people's health in developed and developing countries alike. 

In this context, promotion of health and health education have become essential 
components of health policies and programmes. 

A technical discussion on this subject would provide Member States with valuable 
information and ideas about developing culturally relevant programmes to promote healthy 
life-styles. 

3. QUALITATIVE INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR HEALTH 
WORK·FORCE POLICIES AND PLANS 

In 1986 the Technical Discussions were on "Changes in education for national health 
manpower for the twenty-first century". They emphasized the production or training 
component of the human resource development process. At that time, it was seen that the 
new educational methodologies associated with problem-based learning and community 
orientation could facilitate closer collaboration between the health services and the training 
institutions for health professionals. Such collaboration is also recommended in WHO's 
Eighth General Programme of Work, which refers to the integration of health systems and 
human resource development as an approach to staffmg health programmes. This approach 
is aimed at improving the planning of human resources for health through the support of 
sound health personnel policies at national levels. 

The formulation of policies and plans in the field of human resources for health, as in 
other fields, must be based on accurate information. Data collection on human resources 
tends to be quantitative, dealing mainly with numbers of professionals being trained, 
available posts, and staffing patterns. There is a growing realization, however, that 
qualitative data are also vital to the formulation of sound policies and effective plans for 
health work-force development. These include data on the competencies and skills of 
different categories of health workers as they leave training programmes to enter service, 
and should be correlated with data on what is actually needed. 

Until recently, such information has been collected in a fragmented, unsystematic 
manner in most countries. In a few, however, systems now exist for collecting qualitative 
data on human resources for health. Technical discussions on this issue would enable 
countries which have such systems to share information on them with those that do not. 

• • • • 
The subject selected by the Executive Board for the Technical Discussions at the 

Forty-fourth World Health Assembly in 1991 is "Strategy for health for all in the face of 
rapid urbanization". 


