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234 REGIONAL COMMITTEE: FORTY -FIFTH SESSION 

1. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

The Committee considered the following draft resolutions. 

1.1 WHO Response to Global Change (Document WPRlRC45/Conf. Paper No. 10) 

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC45.RlO) 

1.2 OUality assurance in health services (Document WPRlRC45/Conf. Paper No. 11) 

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC45.Rll). 

1.3 Action Plan on Tobacco or Health (Document WPRlRC45/Conf. Paper No. 12) 

Dr ITO (Japan) proposed that the words "considering each Member State's 

circumstances" should be inserted after "Action Plan" in operative paragraph 2(1), and that 

operative paragraphs 2(2) and 2(3) should become subparagraphs of operative paragraph 2(1), 

since they referred to details of implementation of the Action Plan. 

Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) said that, since the eannarking of taxes for a specific 

purpose was contrary to the policy of the New Zealand Government, she would prefer to see 

the deletion of subparagraph 2(3), although she recognized that the second amendment 

proposed by the representative of Japan might to some extent meet her concerns. 

Further, she suggested the addition of the words "which is integrated with the health-for

all and New horizons in health strategies" at the end of operative paragraph 3(2). In the former 

strategy there were a number of gaps; the latter strategy contained two indicators for which 

infonnation on tobacco was requested, and in the Action Plan there was a proposal for more 

information to be made available and circulated. The integration of requests for infonnation 

would help to achieve a better response rate. 

Finally, she proposed the addition of a new subparagraph to operative paragraph 3 to 

read "to seek extrabudgetary sources of funding to support the implementation of the Action 

Plan in the Western Pacific Region and to cost the financial losses from tobacco use in the 

Region". 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that to clarify the text the words "to cost the financial" be 

replaced by "to assess the financial costs of socioeconomic" and that the proposed subparagraph 

might be split into two, with the section on assessment of financial costs of socioeconomic 

losses becoming operative paragraph 3(6). 
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Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) said that since such an assessment might only be possible 

with extrabudgetary funds the two points should remain linked. 

Dr ADAMS (Australia) asked for clarification on the range of the analysis proposed by 

the representative of New Zealand, since aspects other than health were perhaps beyond the 

scope of the Regional Office. 

Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) s'aid that it would be for the Regional Director to 

determine, perhaps with expert help from an economist, for example from the World Bank, 

how wide the analysis should be, starting with health aspects. 

Miss BLACKWOOD (United States of America) suggested that if the New Zealand 

representative's proposed text for operative paragraph 3(5) were split as suggested by the 

CHAIRMAN, the new operative paragraph 3(6) should indicate that the analysis should be 

financed from extrabudgetary funds. 

Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) agreed that the linkage should be made clear. 

Dr WILLIAMS (Cook Islands) requested clarification on the socioeconomic losses 

referred to in the proposed amendment under discussion. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) said that since the Action Plan itself called for the use of a percentage 

of tobacco tax in the way outlined in operative paragraph 2(3) he did not see any reason why 

the latter should be deleted. He supported the suggestion that the new text proposed as 

operative paragraph 3(5) by the representative of New Zealand should be split into two. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that, to take account of the views expressed, the 

text proposed for operative paragraph 3(5) might be retained as a single subparagraph replacing 

the words "and to cost the financial losses from" by "including an assessment of the financial 

costs of socioeconomic losses due to". 

Dr DURHAM (New Zealand), replying to the representative of Cook Islands, said that 

as a result of disease and premature deaths due to tobacco use there was a significant loss to 

economies in terms of productive capacity. There were, however, other aspects such as the 

socioeconomic impact of the decline in tobacco cultivation and production. It would be for the 

Regional Director to determine the scope of the economic analysis. 

In response to the representative of Tonga, she said that in the Action Plan the issue of 

using a percentage of tobacco taxes was a suggestion, whereas the draft resolution called for a 
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committnent to action. New Zealand's concern was over the concept of earmarking of taxes for 

use in a specific way. The Government did replace tobacco sponsorship of sports and cultural 

activities but from the Consolidated Fund. 

Having heard the explanation given by the representative of New Zealand, 

Dr WILLIAMS (Cook Islands) suggested that the words "in human resources" be added after 

"socioeconomic losses" in the text proposed for operative paragraph 3(5). 

Miss BLACKWOOD (United States of America) proposed that the words "financial costs 

of socioeconomic losses" just suggested by the Regional Director should be replaced by 

"socioeconomic impact of". 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR sununarized the amendments proposed by representatives. 

He suggested that the amendment to operative paragraph 2(1) proposed by the 

representative of Japan, if acceptable, would cover New Zealand's concern in relation to 

operative paragraph 2(3), since it would allow for the different circumstances in Member States 

but would encourage them to develop their legislation and policies in an appropriate way. 

He suggested the addition of the words "in the Western Pacific Region" after the 

insertion proposed by the representative of New Zealand in operative paragraph 3(2), since the 

New horizons in health paper applied only to that region. 

He suggested that the text for operative paragraph 3(5) might read "to seek 

extrabudgetary sources of funding to support the implementation of the Action Plan in the 

Western Pacific Region including a study on the socioeconomic impact of tobacco use". The 

financial aspect would of course be included in such a study. 

Dr ITO (Japan) proposed that further consideration of the draft resolution be postponed 

until a revised version of the text was made available to the Committee. 

It was so agreed. 

1.4 Special Programme for Research. Development and Research Training in Human 

Reproduction: Membership of the Policy and Coordination Committee 

(Document WPRlRC45IConf. Paper No. 13) 

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC45.RI2). 
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I.S Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases: Membership of the 

Joint Coordinating Board (Document WPRlRC4S/Conf. Paper No. 14) 

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC4S.R13). 

1.6 Action Programme on Essential Drugs: Membership of the Management Advisory 

Conunittee (Document WPRlRC4S/Conf. Paper No. IS) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC4S.RI4). 

2. SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS IN CONJUNCTION 

WITH THE FORTY-SIXTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE: 

Item 21 of the Agenda (Document WPRlRC4S/19) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR announced that. after the closure of the session. the 

Technical Discussions would be held on the topic "Drug quality assurance". 

In the meantime. the Committee should select a topic for the Technical Discussions to be 

held in conjunction with the forty-sixth session. Document WPRlRC4S/19 contained three 

proposals for the Committee's consideration: (1) Assessment of healthy lifestyle campaigns; 

(2) Occupational health risks in the workplace; and (3) Management of vectorborne disease 

control: new approaches. 

The Committee was of course free to propose alternative topics. 

In May 1994. the Executive Board had decided in its resolution EB94.R2. that from the 

Forty-ninth World Health Assembly in 1996. and on a trial basis. Technical Discussions would 

be replaced by a limited number of well organized technical briefings and by informal forums 

for dialogue. The Conunittee might wish to consider following that example. 

Dr CLARO (Macao) expressed a preference for the second topic. Macao's economy was 

developing very fast. with progress in various industrial enterprises and a series of major 

construction projects. He outlined a number of measures undertaken by the Government with 

the aim of protecting the workforce and preventing disability. Macao was interested in 

strengthening its occupational health efforts. and Technical Discussions would provide a timely 

opportunity to share experiences in that area. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga) also preferred the second topic since healthy lifestyles would be 

considered by the Sub-Committee of the Regional Committee on Programmes and Technical 

Cooperation during its country visits in 1995. 
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In the light of the Executive Board's decision, Dr ADAMS (Australia) suggested that the 

value of the Technical Discussions might be enhanced by inviting an expert on the topic chosen 

to make a short presentation prior to the discussion. 

Dr HOP (Viet Nam) and Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) supported that proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN, noting the preference expressed for the second topic and the 

suggestion made by the representative of Australia, requested the Rapporteurs to prepare an 

appropriate draft resolution. 

3. TIME AND PLACE OF THE FORTY-SIXTH AND FORTY-SEVENTH SESSIONS 

OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE: Item 22 of the Agenda 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that the dates of the forty-sixth session should 

be from 11 to 15 September 1995. Efforts were made to coordinate the dates of all six regional 

committees, first, to enable the Director-General to attend at least part of them all; and second, 

to allow enough time for the discussions of all the regional committees to be reflected in the 

documentation for the Executive Board meeting in the following January. 

Since the forty-sixth session would be held at regional headquarters in Manila, an 

invitation could be extended to hold the forty-seventh session elsewhere. If no invitation was 

forthcoming the forty-seventh session would also be held in Manila. 

Dr RHIE (Republic of Korea) congratulated the Government of Malaysia on the excellent 

arrangements made, in collaboration with the Regional Office, for the forty-fifth session of the 

Regional Committee. 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Korea, he extended a cordial invitation 

to the Regional Committee to hold its forty-seventh session in Seoul. He proposed that, 

because of national events taking place in his country at around the same time, the session 

should be from 9 to 13 September 1996. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed the Committee's thanks and asked the Rapporteurs to 

prepare an appropriate resolution. 
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4. STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND 

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS 

WITH WHO: Item 23 of the Agenda 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, statements were presented by the following 

nongovernmental organizations: 

World Federation for Medical Education 

Network of Community-Oriented Educational Institutions for Health Sciences 

International Epidemiological Association 

International Council for Standardization in Haematology 

International Council of Nurses 

World Federation of Occupational Therapists 

International Federation of Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Societies 

International Medical Society of Paraplegia 

International Pharmaceutical Federation 

World Psychiatric Association 

World Association for Psychosocial Rehabilitation 

International Union Against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses 

Statements were received for circulation to Member States from the following: 

International Society of Blood Transfusion 

World Federation of Hemophilia 

World Organization of National Colleges, Academies and Academic Associations of 

General Practitioners/Family Physicians 

International Association of Medical Laboratory Technologists 

International Association for the Study of the Liver 

International Union of Nutritional Sciences 

International Planned Parenthood Federation 
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5. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (resumed) 

5.1 Action Plan on Tobacco or Health (Document WPRlRC45IConf. Paper No. 12 Rev.l) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider the revised version of the draft 

resolution. 

Miss BLACKWOOD (United States of America) proposed that in operative paragraph 

3(5) the words "and include" be replaced by "including" as suggested earlier. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that since the study was not a part of the Action Plan 

the word "including" would not be appropriate. 

Miss BLACKWOOD (United States of America) said that the text should clearly indicate 

that the study would be funded from extrabudgetary sources. 

Dr ADAMS (Australia) suggested that the text be amended to read "to seek 

extrabudgetary sources of funding to support (1) the implementation of the Action Plan in the 

Western Pacific Region, and (2) a study on the socioeconomic impact of tobacco use in the 

Region" . 

It was so agreed. 

Dr ITO (Japan) and Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) supported the draft resolution. 

Decision: The resolution, as amended, was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC45.R15). 

5.2 Selection of topic for the Technical Discussions in 1995 

(Document WPRlRC45IConf. Paper No. 16) 

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see res?lution WPRlRC45.RI6). 

5.3 Time and place of the forty-sixth and forty-seventh sessions of the Regional Committee 

(Document WPRlRC45IConf. Paper No. 17) 

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC45.R17). 
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6. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 

Dr LI (China) presented a draft resolution of appreciation. 

Decision: The resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC45.RI8). 

7. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION: Item 24 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN announced that in accordance with usual procedures, the draft report 

of the session would be sent to all representatives for their approval. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR presented the Chairman with a gavel set in appreciation 

and commemoration of his chairmanship of the forty-fifth session of the Regional Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Regional Director. He expressed his appreciation to the 

other officers for their support and hard work, and to the representatives and other participants 

for their constructive contributions, and for maintaining the fine tradition of conduct of 

meetings in the Western Pacific Region. He thanked the Regional Director and other members 

of the Secretariat and the local organizing committee for their hard work in ensuring the 

smooth running of the session. 

He declared the forty-fifth session of Regional Committee closed. 

The meeting closed at 11.20 a.m. 




