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1. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

The Committee considered the following draft resolutions: 

1.1 Regional strategy on health and environment (Document WPRlRC44/Conf. Paper No.8) 

Mr UCHIDA (Japan) proposed the addition of the words "and in their related activities 

for UNDP's Capacity 21" at the end of operative paragraph 3 (2). He agreed to the 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR's suggestion that the amendment be worded in more general terms: 

"and in their related activities with other agencies such as UNDP". 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted (see resolution 

WPRlRC44.R9.) 

l.2 WHO Response to Global Change (Document WPRlRC44/Conf. Paper No.9) 

Ms BLACKWOOD (United States of America) proposed three amendments: 

- at the end of operative paragraph 4 (I), add: "as it relates to the recommendations of 

the Report"; 

- in operative paragraph 4 (3), replace "to establish priorities" by "to make 

recommendations on establishing priorities"; 

- in operative paragraph 6 (1), delete "the spirit of" . 

Dr DURHAM (New Zealand) proposed the insertion, at the end of the first preambular 

paragraph, of the words "and to ensure WHO's continued leadership in health". In the second 

preambular paragraph she proposed the addition of the words "and efficiency" after 

"accountability" . 

Mr DURAND-DROUHlN (France) expressed his support for the amendments proposed 

by the representative of New Zealand, and proposed the insertion of the words "operation and" 

before "management" in the second preambular paragraph. He also proposed a new preambular 

paragraph, "Noting the need to increase the efficiency of WHO", but later withdrew that 

proposal as it duplicated the second proposal made by the representative of New Zealand. 

Finally, he proposed the deletion of the words "the spirit of" in the first operative paragraph. 
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Dr NGO VAN HOP (Viet Nam) and Dr TAPA (Tonga) :strc;mgly opposed the final 

amendment proposed by the representative of France. The word "spirit' must remain. 

The Regional Committee accepted a compromise proposal put forward, by 

Ms BLACKWOOD (United States of America) to amend the first part of the first operative 

paragraph as follows: "ENDORSES the spirit, goals and aims of the Report". 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that operative paragraph 5 be converted into 

subparagraph (4) of operative paragraph 6. The beginning of the paragraph would then need to 

be reworded as follows: "to transmit to the Executive Board, through the Director-General, in 

response to resolution EB92.R2, a preliminary report ... ". Operative paragraph 6 would then 

become operative paragraph 5. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted (see resolution 

WPRJRC44.RlO). 

1.3 Health promotion (Document WPRJRC44/Conf.Paper No. 10) 

Dr LIN (United States of America), referring to the fourth preambular paragraph, which 

mentioned "a multisectoral approach to health and well-being", asked whether from a 

procedural point of view it would be possible to expand the sense of the phrase by introducing 

an example such as resolution ESCAP/49.I, which he had quoted during the discussion on the 

item. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that the addition of the words "nat~onally and 

internationally" at the end of the paragraph might meet Dr Lin's requirement. 

Dr LIN (United States of America) agreed. 

The draft resolution. as amended. was adopted (see resolution WPRJRC44.RII). 

1.4 Forty-fifth and forty-sixth sessions of the Regional Committee 

(Document WPRJRC44/Conf. Paper No. 11) 

The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRJRC44.RI2). 



266 REGIONAL COMMITIEE: FORTY -FOURTH SESSION 

1.5 Cholera and diarrhoeal diseases (Document WPRJRC44/Conf. Paper No. 12) 

Dr CHEN Ai Ju (Singapore) proposed that the main clause of operative paragraph 1 be 

amended to read, simply: 

"I. URGES Member States:' 

It was so agreed. 

Mr KEO (Australia) said that if operative paragraph I (3) made more specific reference to 

the health reasons for import restrictions he would have difficulty in accepting it. 

Dr REID (United States of America) agreed. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR, referring to the third preambular paragraph, said that 

resolution WHA44.6, in its operative paragraph S, referred to "epidemic restrictions that cannot 

be justified on public health grounds" . 

Article 23 of the International Health Regulations stated that "The health measures 

permitted by these Regulations are the maximum measures applicable to international traffic, 

which a State may require ... ". 

Some Member States had expressed reservations about certain of the Regulations. 

He suggested that the words "on public health grounds" might be added to the end of 

paragraph 1 (3), which would replace the reference to "diarrhoeal diseases as a public health 

problem" which would be deleted by the Singapore representative's amendment. 

Mr KEO (Australia) favoured deletion of operative paragraph 1 (3), the simple reference 

to resolution WHA44.6 in the preamble being sufficient in his view. 

Ms GREW (New Zealand) preferred the deletion also of the third preambular paragraph. 

Dr TAPA (Tonga), supported by Dr NGO V AN HOP (Viet Nam) and by Mr WAENA 

(Solomon Islands), urged that operative paragraph I (3) be maintained as it was of particular 

relevance to the situation of some South Pacific island countries. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR suggested that inclusion of the full text of operative 

paragraph 5 of resolution WHA44.6 might solve the problem. 
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At the request of Ms GREW (New Zealand), he read the text: 

"5. URGES Member States not to apply to countries affected by the epidemic 

restrictions that cannot be justified on public health grounds, in particular as regards 

importation of products from the countries concerned;" 

It was agreed to maintain the third preambular paragraph of the draft resolution of the 

Regional Committee and to replace operative paragraph I (3) with that quotation. 

The draft resolution. as amended. was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC44.RI3). 

1.6 Development of health research (Document WPRlRC44/Conf. Paper No. 13) 

The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC44.R14). 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT ON MACAO 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that he was pleased to announce that the 

Director-General had received letters from the Permanent Missions of the Portuguese Republic 

and the People's Republic of China based in Geneva, containing declarations that Macao was to 

participate on its own in the activities of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific. 

In accordance with Article 47 of the Constitution and paragraph 3 of resolution 

WHA2.103, Macao would have all rights other than the right to vote in plenary meetings and in 

subdivisions dealing with finance or constitutional matters. 

In future, Macao would have its own name plate "MACAO" until 19 December 1999, 

after which date it would become "MACAO, CHINA". 

Document WPRlRC44/INF.DOC.l2 provided further details. 

Dr Ana PEREZ (Portugal) expressed her country's pleasure and thanked the Regional 

Director and Member States on behalf of her Government for their support of the measures that 

had led to the decision to accept Macao more fully into the Region's family. A representative 

from Macao had for many years attended sessions of the Regional Committee as a member of 

the Poriuguese delegation. Macao could now participate more fully in the work of WHO and 

contribute to the attainment of health for all by the year 2000. 
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Dr HE Jiesheng (China) associated herself with the remarks of the representative of 

Portugal, noting that Macao would be represented as Macao, China from 1999, and expressed 

pleasure at the settlement of the matter to the satisfaction of all concerned. She congratulated 

colleagues from Macao, encouraging them to participate in efforts for health for all by the year 

2000. 

Mr Jeong-In SUH (Republic of Korea) extended the congratulations of his Government to 

Macao. 

3. SPECIAL PROGRAMME OF RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH 

TRAINING IN HUMAN REPRODUCTION: MEMBERSHIP OF THE POLICY AND 

COORDINATION COMMITTEE: Item 19 of the Agenda (Document WPRJRC44/16) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR, introducing the item at the invitation of the CHAIRMAN. 

said that the Policy and Coordination Committee (PCC) was the governing body of the Special 

Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction. It was 

composed of four categories of members from the various Member States with a total of 32 

members. One of the categories. category (2), had 14 members. Three memberships were 

allocated to the Western Pacific Region. Those members were to be elected by the Regional 

Committee according to population distribution and regional needs for three-year terms. In 

electing members, due consideration should be given to a country's financial or technical 

support for the Special Programme, and its interest in that field, as reflected by national policies 

and programmes. 

The three current category 2 members were Papua New Guinea, Fiji and Viet Nam. The 

period of tenure of the member from Papua New Guinea was due to expire on 

31 December 1993. 

In order to maintain the full representation of the Region on the Policy and Coordination 

Committee, the Committee was requested to select one Member State to nominate a member 

whose three-year term would start on 1 January 1994. The Regional Committee might wish to 

consider the Philippines. 

The nomination was approved. 

The next meeting of the Policy and Coordination Committee would be held from 23 to 

2S June 1994. 
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Dr REODICA (Philippines) expressed her country's gratitude for the nomination. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution. 

4. ACTION PROGRAMME ON ESSENTIAL DRUGS: MEMBERSHIP OF THE 

MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Item 20 of the Agenda 

(Document WPRlRC44/11) 

269 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR, introducing the item at the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, 

said that the Action Programme on Essential Drugs had created the Management Advisory 

Committee in 1989 to replace the Meeting of Interested Parties. The Committee acted as an 

advisory body to the Director-General on matters related to the policy, strategy, financing, 

management, monitoring and evaluation of WHO's Action Programme on Essential Drugs. 

The Management Advisory Committee met once a year or more often if so proposed by 

either its Chairman or the Director-General. 

The membership of the Committee included two Member States from each of WHO's six 

regions, selected by their respective regional committees for a three-year term from among 

those Member States with which the Action Programme was collaborating. 

With respect to regional representation, the Committee had adopted a system by which 

four of the twelve regional members were replaced each year. 

China and Malaysia were currently the Member States from the Western Pacific Region 

whose representatives served on the Management Advisory Committee. The term of office of 

Malaysia would end on 31 December 1993. To maintain a staggered membership with a 

three-year cycle, the Committee must select one Member State to replace Malaysia in 

representing the Region on the Management Advisory Committee. The selected Member State 

would serve for three years from 1 January 1994 to 31 December 1996. 

The Committee might wish to consider Papua New Guinea as the representative, which 

would provide a satisfactory balance of membership among representatives of States in the 

southern and northern parts of the Region. 

Mr KEO (Australia) and Dr TAPA (Tonga) supported the nomination. 

Mr Y AMANDI (Papua New Guinea) expressed gratitude for the nomination. 

Papua New Guinea would do its best to carry out its duties. 
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The CHAIRMAN asked the Rapporteurs to prepare a draft resolution. 

5. CORRELATION OF THE WORK OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY, THE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD AND THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE: Item 22 of the Agenda 

5.1 Consideration of resolutions of the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly and the Executive 

Board at its ninety-first and ninety-second sessions: Item 22.1 of the Agenda 

(Document WPRlRC44/19) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR, introducing the item at the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, 

said that document WPRlRC441l9 referred to resolutions adopted by the World Health 

Assembly in May 1993, that were of significance to the Region. It commented on their 

implications and provided some information on relevant activities. The resolutions themselves 

were attached to the document. Other resolutions adopted by the Health Assembly that needed 

to be brought to the attention of the Committee were related to other items on the agenda and 

were included in the documentation on those items. 

The attention of the Committee was drawn particularly to those operative paragraphs 

pertaining to activities that Member States in the Region could undertake to implement the 

resolutions . 

As time was short, the Regional Committee might consider the resolutions together. 

It was so agreed. 

5.1.1 Resolution WHA46.6 - Emergency and humanitarian relief operations 

5.1.2 Resolution WHA46.18 - Maternal and child health and family planning for health 

5.1.3 Resolution WHA46.19 - Nonproprietary names for pharmaceutical substances 

5.1.4 Resolution WHA46.24 - Recruitment of international staff in WHO: Employment 

and participation of women 
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5.1.5 Resolution WHA46.27 - Collaboration within the United Nations system: 

International Year of the Family (1994) 

5.1.6 Resolution WHA46.31 - Dengue prevention and control 

5.1. 7 Resolution WHA46. 32 - Control of malaria 

5.1.8 Resolution WHA46.36 - Tuberculosis programme 

There were no comments. 

5.2 Consideration of the agenda of the ninety-third session of the Executive Board: Item 22.2 

of the Agenda (Document WPRfRC44/20) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said that document WPRlRC44/20 showed the correlation 

between the Committee's current agenda and items to be discussed at the forthcoming sessions 

of the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly. The full draft provisional agendas 

were shown in Annexes 2 and 3. 

There were no comments. 

6. SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS IN CONJUNCTION 

WITH THE FORTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE: Item 23 of 

the Agenda (Document WPRfRC44I2I) 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR announced that, after the closure of the session, the 

Technical Discussions would be held on the topic "Information and communication support for 

primary health care". 

In the meantime, the Committee should select a topic for the Technical Discussions to be 

held in conjunction with the forty-fifth session. Document WPRlRC44/20 contained three 

proposals for the Committee's consideration: (I) Accident prevention; (2) Drug quality 

assurance; and (3) Regional disease surveillance. 

The Committee was of course free to propose alternative topics. Since the document had 

been prepared, there had been a recent development in an area which the Committee had agreed 
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was of high priority for the Region. That was the area of human resources for health. 

specifically the education of medical professional~, a topic last discussed at the thirty-seventh 

session in 1986. 

In August 1993. the World Federation of Medical Education had convened a World 

Summit on Medical Education in Edinburgh, United Kingdom. The Regional Office had 

supported the attendance of the Executive Council of the Association for Medical Education in 

the Western Pacific Region as well as WHO regional staff at the conference. The results of the 

summit - outline proposals for major changes in the orientation and content of medical 

curricula - would be the subject of a regional meeting in September 1994. 

In view of that and considering the importance of the subject. the Committee might wish 

to consider also the topic of "Medical education in the Western Pacific Region - mandate for 

change" for the Technical Discussions in conjunction with the forty-fifth session of the Regional 

Committee. 

Ms GREW (New Zealand) expressed a preference for the first topic. "Accident 

prevention" . 

Dr MONT A VILLE (France) said that given the dangers of inadequate quality control of 

drugs in the Region and worldwide and the increase in marketing of substandard drugs the 

second topic. "Drug quality assurance" would be most appropriate. 

Dr CLARO (Portugal) said that although all three topics were of importance he would 

also favour the second topic. 

Dr DOl (Japan). Dr REODICA (Philippines). Professor NGYUEN TRONG NHAN 

(Viet Nam). Dr RASMY (Lao People's Democratic Republic) Dr HONG SUN HUOT 

(Cambodia) and Dr PRETRICK (Federated States of Micronesia) also favoured that topic. 

Dr Haji HUSSAIN (Brunei Darussalam) said that he would prefer the selection of the 

topic "Medical education in the Western Pacific Region - mandate for change" mentioned by the 

Regional Director. 

Mrs HOMASI (Tuvalu) said that she would support the selection of either the second 

topic. "Drug quality assurance" or the topic of "Medical education in the 

Western Pacific Region". 
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Decision: "Drug quality assurance" was selected as the topic for the Technical 

Discussions to be held in conjunction with the forty-fifth session of the Regional 

Committee. 

7 . CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (resumed) 

7. 1 Special Programme of Research. Development and Research Training in Human 

Reproduction: Membership of the Policy and Coordination Committee 

(Document WPRlRC44/Conf. Paper No. 14) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC44.RI5). 

7.2 Action Programme on Essential Drugs: Membership of the Management Advisory 

Committee (Document WPRlRC44/Conf. Paper No. IS) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC44.RI6). 

7.3 Selection of topic for the Technical Discussions in 1994 

(Document WPRlRC44/Conf. Paper No. 16) 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRlRC44.RI7). 

8. STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND 

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH 

WHO: Item 25 of the Agenda 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, statements were presented by the following 

nongovernmental organizations: 

World Federation for Medical Education 

International Epidemiological Association 
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9. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 

Mr W AENA (Solomon Islands), on behalf of the other representatives, thanked the 

Regional Director and the Secretariat for ensuring that the deliberations of the forty-fourth 

session of the Regional Committee had been conducted in a smooth, efficient and professional 

manner. The representatives had come from various countries far and wide, great and small, 

industrialized and developing but the common denominator which united all of them was their 

wish to provide good health to the people of the Region. He then presented a draft resolution of 

appreciation. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution WPRfRC44.RI8). 

10. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION: Item 26 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN announced that in accordance with set procedures, the draft report of 

the session would be sent to all representatives for their approval. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR presented the Chairman with a gavel set in commemoration 

of his chairmanship of the forty-fourth session of the Regional Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Regional Director and the Secretariat, the other officers, 

the representatives and the nongovernmental organizations for their support, contribution and 

encouragement. His colleagues would continue to lend their full support to the Regional 

Director and WHO staff in the years ahead. After wishing the other representatives good health 

and a safe journey home, he declared the forty-fourth session of the Regional Committee closed. 

The meeting closed at 11.20 a.m. 


