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Mr Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen. 

It's always a privilege for the South Pacific Commission (SPC) to work with WHO 
throughout the year culminating with attendance at the annual sessions of Regional 
Committee for the Western Pacific. The 43rd Session is personally auspicious and unique 
for me in that I for the frrst time officially represent the Commission and to visit the 
beautiful island of Hong Kong. I would therefore like to thank the Regional Director, 
Dr S.T. Han, for the invitation to attend this meeting; and to also congratulate him and his 
staff for the high quality preparation and documentation for this forum. 

In the South Pacific, we have many islands but I have never seen so many people in any 
of the 22 Pacific Island member countries of the Commission. It is obvious that there is 
room for more people in the Pacific only if we possess the ingenuity and vitality of the people 
of Hong Kong. There is just so much to see and do within this pulsating city that an island 
boy like me starts to wonder about our Pacific way. The time is just too short to do justice to 
the hospitality and warmth of this island, let alone learn from the people of Hong Kong. For 
the privilege of being a guest here, I sincerely thank the host Government, organizers and the 
people of Hong Kong. 

For many years now WHO has honoured the SPC with increasingly close collaborative 
activities. The Commission is a WHO collaborating partner for the Pacific Island AIDS and 
SID Prevention Programme. In addition, the Commission has also undertaken collaborative 
activities with WHO in environmental health, sanitation, health education, 
noncommunicable disease, epidemiology and health information, and nutrition. The 
Commission is exploring collaboration on traditional medicine, health research management, 
prevention of drug and alcohol abuse, and prevention of injuries. It has always been the 
ambition of the Commission to strengthen its collaboration with WHO even to the extent of 
becoming the Pacific WHO collaborating centre for many of the above areas. Such an 
eventuality will enhance the cultural, economical and political appropriateness of the 
programmes impact on the vulnerable ecosystems of the small Pacific Islands. 

The SPC as the oldest regional organization in the Pacific, has found a niche as a 
technical advisory body with fairly rapid reaction time to the requests from its 22 member 
governments. It has access to a multisectoral multidisciplinary team consisting of 
economists, agriculturists, fisher-people, community education specialists, health 
professionals, statisticians, demographers, and so forth. This breadth of expertise is 
integrated to deliver development assistance to governments, nongovernment organizations 
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and direct to communities. The demand for services always outstrips the absorptive ability. 
Therefore the Commission looks to larger international agencies like WHO for their global 
direction and clout. For regional organizations must always be cognizant of their place in the 
universe even if they are an island. 

Even though the SPC is at its best serving the Pacific, it seeks to collaborate with other 
international agencies. It is through collaboration under the global clout that regional 
organizations like the SPC hopes to stay in context of world trends while maintaining their 
autonomy. For this privilege, and on behalf of the South Pacific Commission, I thank the 
Regional Director of the WHO Western PacifIC Region, Dr S.T. Han for his continuing 
support and encouraging efforts to foster autonomy, goodwill and health in the Pacific. 

Thank you for your patience and may you all have a safe return home. 

Merd. 
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