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ADDRESS BY THE INCOMING CHAIRMAN 

Distinguished representatives. first of all I would like to associate myself with the 
congratulatory remarks that you made to Dr Nakajima. the Director-General. and Dr Han. 
Regional Director for the Western Pacific. at yesterday's meeting. 

Personally I wish to thank you sincerely for nominating me as your Chairman for the 
forty-third session of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific. 

I am most grateful for all your congratulations which you have so kindly expressed. I 
am particularly appreciative of the kind remarks from my former neighbour, Dr Tapa of 
Tonga. Although geographically many of us are far apart from one another, yet our goals 
and objectives - to improve the health of all peoples in this Region - are the same. I am 
particularly happy to see many of the friends I have met at previous sessions of the Regional 
Committee here in Hong Kong. I am also delighted to have the opportunity to meet many 
new friends at this session. I am sure that with the guidance and support of the Regional 
Committee for the Western Pacific and also the Regional Office for the Western Pacific we 
should be able to progress further towards our ultimate goal of achieving health for all by the 
year 2000. 

The honour you have bestowed on me is not only an honour for myself alone, which I 
deeply appreciate, but is also an honour for Hong Kong. I am fully aware of the great 
responsibility that you have given me but I am also confident that your kind cooperation will 
enable me to discharge my duties. 

During the session. apart from the technical matters that we will discuss. we have the 
great task of reviewing the programme budget for the biennium 1994-1995. The need for 
realistic projections and prioritization has become very obvious. I understand that there 
were severe budgetary constraints faced by the Organization during 1991. This calls for 
realistic budgeting which will allow for enough flexibility to respond to the rising health needs 
of Member States. 

WHO's collaborative programmes in the Western Pacific over the years have clearly 
been addressing the major health issues of this Region. The success of our joint efforts is 
clearly visible from the data that we have. With immunization coverage of over 90%, control 
of the six target diseases is becoming possible; the elimination of leprosy is becoming a 
reality; and mortality from diarrhoeal diseases is being rapidly reduced. At the same time, 
however, we need new initiatives to reduce the negative impact on health of urbanization and 
industrialization. Since they are related mainly to environment and lifestyle. such initiatives 
will vary from place to place. For instance. we in Hong Kong have many needs which differ 
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dramatically from those of the island nations in the South Pacific and of the bigger countries 
in the Region. None the less we can benefit enormously from each others' experience in 
these newer dimensions of health care. 

One special aspect of this city is that it is a very busy crossroads of international trade 
and travel. This brings with it the health risks that accompany people and goods as they 
move around the world, making disease surveillance very difficult. WHO has an important 
role to play in this regard and in the rapid dissemination of information. In the recent past 
we have seen some good examples of this in the form of "border meetings" in programme 
areas such as drug abuse, AIDS and other communicable diseases. Such meetings have 
greatly helped in setting up systems to monitor the transboundary movement of infections. I 
am sure there are many other ways in which WHO is enabling countries to cooperate with 
each other in controlling the spread of diseases, and that there is much more to be done in 
this area. 

In addition to disease control, we have tried to emphasize certain areas like water and 
sanitation, pollution control, cancer and cardiovascular disease prevention. Though we can 
cite some examples of success in these areas, there is considerable need for research and 
training. We would be only too happy to collaborate with Member States in these areas 
through WHO collaborating centres or other centres of excellence. 

Distinguished Representatives, we have ahead of us a very busy week. We will be 
reviewing our progress in eradicating poliomyelitis, considering options for quality assurance 
in health services and for public health training in the Region, and discussing many other 
important issues. We should give particular attention to the economic implications of all 
these difficult questions. The need for better care and better quality of life is felt by all 
popUlation groups. Improved communications have greatly increased the demand for good 
services. Though our resources are very limited, we have to find ways to maintain and 
improve the equity and quality of our health services. 

Before I conclude, let me remind you that we will also be discussing the Ninth General 
Programme of Work which will take us to the year 2001. We have made some remarkable 
advances together, but now we are already in the planning stage for the next century and we 
need to think boldly and imaginatively about the long-term future of our common effort to 
achieve health for all the peoples of this Region. -


