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Your Excellency, Mr Patten, distinguished Acting Secretary for Health and Welfare, 
Dr Lee, Mr Chairman, Dr Tani, distinguished representatives, Dr Han, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, particularly the younger generation of Hong Kong who are holding the beautiful 
flags of the Region. 

First of all I extend my sincere thanks to the Governor and Government of Hong Kong 
for inviting WHO to hold the forty-third session of the Regional Committee for the Western 
Pacific in this lovely setting. It is my pleasure to meet Mr Patten again, with his new 
challenge, his new assignment as Governor of Hong Kong. Indeed, when you were Minister 
responsible for the British Overseas Development Administration (ODA) genuine health 
cooperation with other countries was just beginning to bloom, particularly in AIDS. You 
yourself showed great interest and visited the different agencies, particularly WHO, and 
discussed this scourge of AIDS in the world. In 1986 it had not yet drawn so much attention 
in the developing countries and we talked about the AIDS situation in Hong Kong and the 
Philippines and other countries in the Western Pacific Region. Sir, as you see, while the 
number of HIV infections is increasing. the rate of increase is far lower than in other 
neighbouring regions, particularly big countries very close to Hong Kong. Hong Kong is the 
crossroads of Asia and the world but is still relatively not so much affected by the AIDS 
epidemic. I hope that under your leadership you will continue the great effort already 
started by the Hong Kong Government in this area. 

It also gives me great personal pleasure to be here for the inauguration of the session 
in the presence of the Governor and all the distinguished guests. I am confident it will be 
stimulating and fruitful, and will provide an excellent basis for continuation of the fine work 
that my friend and colleague Dr S.T. Han, and all my friends in the Region are carrying out 
on behalf of the very diverse peoples of the Western Pacific. It is, I admit with pride, a 
Region for which I have particular affection, for reasons you certainly understand. 

Mr Patten, your presence at this opening ceremony is an indication of the importance 
you attach to the work of our Organization. I speak for the whole of WHO when I say that 
we wish you every success in your challenging task as Governor of Hong Kong during the 
coming years. I know that we can count on you not only to place the same emphasis on 
health and extend still further the Hong Kong Government's achievements in health, but also 
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to transmit the experience of Hong Kong to the neighbouring areas so that the example of 
Hong Kong will be more clearly identified, thereby contributing to the development of health 
as one of the keys to prosperity in this area. Your predecessor has already achieved a great 
improvement in the health situation. Ten years ago, there were regular cholera epidemics, 
and some sporadic malaria, but now there is almost no malaria and Hong Kong has been 
spared the cholera epidemics that still occur in some countries in the Western Pacific 
Region. I think this is really a commendable and great achievement. 

I shall not dwell in detail on the health achievements of Hong Kong; they are 
considerable - as evidenced by, for example, the rise in life expectancy at birth, the low infant 
mortality rate and your record in the control of communicable and particularly, 
noncommunicable and lifestyle diseases. The antismoking campaign in Hong Kong is an 
example to the world. The drug control and drug treatment which Hong Kong started 30 
years ago are still an efficient model. Further, Hong Kong's environment is improving and 
we hope that this will continue. Suffice it to say that, in many respects, Hong Kong's 
accomplishments in the health and environmental sectors are an inspiration to many of the 
countries of this Region, characterized as they are by popUlations with diverse cultural and 
social traditions. Hong Kong is a microcosm and the key to its development lies not only in 
its value system but also in its cultural and belief systems. 

It is this very diversity that is one of the greatest strengths of our Organization and 
enables us to cooperate in an effective manner with countries or areas at very different 
stages of development. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I welcome all of our distinguished guests, as well as the 
representatives who are here for this historic session. I wish you every success in your 
deliberations. I look forward to greeting many old friends during the coming days, and 
establishing bonds of friendship and cooperation with some of the new faces I see here this 
morning. Thank you very much again, particularly Mr Patten, for your presence in this most 
significant and historic gathering in Hong Kong for WHO. 
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