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Dr Tani, Dr Nakajima, Dr Han, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Can I first of all say, Dr Nakajima, what a great pleasure it is to meet you again. We 
last met in Geneva in your office just after you had become Director-General when I was the 
Aid and Development Minister of the United Kingdom. I know how important Japan's 
contribution has been to international organizations, a contribution of increasing importance, 
both in terms of finance and resources and in terms of personnel over the last few years, and 
of course your own contribution to the World Health Organization is a shining example of a 
career of public service for an international organization. So it's a very great pleasure to see 
you here in Hong Kong today. 

I'd like to welcome all of you to Hong Kong. It is a great honour for us to be able to 
host this extremely important meeting. And I think we can say with a legitimate amount of 

_ pride that Hong Kong is an excellent place to hold this forty-third session. I don't think that 
there are many places which are better examples than Hong Kong of the remarkable 
progress that can be achieved in improving people's health care and with it people's health 
over a relatively short period. We have seen here a remarkable transformation over the past 
40 years. 

Today Hong Kong has some of the most advanced and sophisticated health care 
facilities anywhere in the world. I've seen them and our superb health care professionals in 
action myself within hours, literally, of my arrival in Hong Kong as Governor. One of my 
daughters was whisked away to have her appendix removed in the Queen Mary Hospital just 
over the water. The team there performed a magnificent job, just as they do for thousands of 
Hong Kong citizens every day. It's their efforts that have put Hong Kong firmly in the first 
division when it comes to health care. 

People very often talk about the economic successes of our community, the economic 
miracle which has been achieved here in the last decades. But I think we can equally point to 
the transformations that have taken place in public housing, in education and in health, so 
that today for example, Hong Kong has a child mortality rate which is lower than that in the 
United Kingdom and lower than that in the United States. We have a life expectancy as well 
that is longer than in either country, and I hope that is a statistic which applies to itinerant 
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governors as well as to the more long-lasting citizens of our community. So, Hong Kong is an 
example of what can be done with patience, with perseverance, with the right policies, and 
with dedicated and committed professionals. 

Today, in addition, Hong Kong is proud to participatp in this meeting as a respected 
player in its own right and as a warm and, I hope you will r.liscover in the next few days, a 
hospitable host. I cite these examples because I firmly belleve that what we have done in 
Hong Kong shows just what can be done as part of the l\fOCeSS of economic and social 
development around the world. \ 

\ 
You in the World Health Organization have a noble an~ essential mission. As I said 

earlier, I know your work from my days as the United King'1om's Aid and Development 
Minister and I admire it greatly. Where there is disease, wh~'e there is epidemic, where 
there are natural disasters, there the World Health OrganizatPn is to be found, helping, 
encouraging, providing much needed support. But your efforts, ~know, go much wider than 
that. Decent health care and proper health education are attribu,y-s of any civilized country. 
I know how much you're doing to prevent disease in the Western l\lcific and right across the 
world. We must treat people of course when they are sick, but ha". much better it is if we 
can prevent them from falling ill in the first place. \ 

I 

So, I wish you well in your deliberations in the next few days.! I'm particularly pleased 
to see that you'll be exchanging views on how to combat AIDS. ThV is a common scourge as 
we know, growing in its menace every day and we must confront It together. Already, the 
WHO has done a great deal for thl:: health of people in this Regi91. People look to you to 
continue that common endeavour amongst nations in an area \which is perhaps more 
fundamental to the quality of life than any other. 

Very often when I was an aid minister, an administrator of 1 large aid programme, 
people used to ask me about the moral case for one country helpil ,others to develop and 
prosper. And in a way that is perhaps anecdotal, a story very of tel occurred to me which 
touches on the essential moral nature of your own work. I recall v oiting Bangladesh just 
after one of the appalling floods which occasionally devastate that cou try. And at the end of 
my visit, we'd flown out in one of the President's helicopters to visit egions of the country 
which had been particularly badly affected. Our last stop was at a mall village, and we 
fought our way through large crowds that had gathered, to see one r two development 
projects, one or two health education projects, one or two oral rehyd ,tion projects being 
funded by you and by nongovernmental organizations. As we were goi ~ back towards our 
helicopter, we saw an old lady, with in her arms a child which had a facme, vhich looked as old 
as hers. It's a sight I guess all too familiar to many of you, about tWlthirds of the little 
child's body covered in eczema, a child obviously in the last stages of :!hydration, suffering 
from appalling diarrhoea. Well, to cut a long story short, the child ha lost both its parents, 
and was being looked after by its grandmother. We persuaded the gr; ,dmother to let us fly 
the little child back to our base and take it to the local hospital. A co ~le of months later, I 
got from Bangladesh in my mail a photograph of a cheerful, bouncing plump four year-old, 
the same child who by complete accident we'd managed to help - YOL I managed to help -
those months before. And that was perhaps the most clear reminder l~ me that what your 
work is about, that what cooperation in the international community 'r better health and 
better economic development is about is stopping babies dying. 

\ 

One can think of all sorts of elaborate moral and practical and pol':'! arguments, but I 
think, invariably, it comes down to something as simple and direct il d personal as that. 
When there is often so much criticism of international bodies it is a gOI thing to have your 
own shining examples of success to point to, what the international con runity can do when 
it works together, what you are doing here in this Region and what you; ;c doing worldwide. 

" 

Thank you for coming to Hong Kong and thank you for all the WOl ' you do. 

-


