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Third Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

11. At its forty-first session, the Executive Board, in resolution EB41.R34, established an 
Ad Hoc Committee consisting of Dr K. N. Rao, Dr D. D, Venediktov and Dr M, P. Otolorin. The 
Committee, in accordance with resolution EB41.R46, was to "consider the difficulties of those 
Members which, at the time of its meeting, remain in arrears in the payment of their 
contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution and to submit to the 
Twenty-first World Health Assembly on behalf of the Board such recommendations as it deems 
desirable".

2. The Committee met on 6 May 1968 in the Palais des Nations; Dr Rao was elected Chairman.

3. The Committee considered the report submitted by the Director-General on this subject 
which is annexed to this document. It took note of the actions taken by the Director-General, 
the position of the Members concerned and the communications and correspondence with them as 
shown in his report.

4. Taking account of the communication received from the Dominican Republic and the exchange 
of correspondence with Uruguay, the Committee requested the Director-General to'communicate by 
cable with Ecuador and Paraguay requesting them to pay their arrears before Monday, 13 May 1968, 
when the matter was expected to be considered by the World Health Assembly, or, if they were 
unable to do so, to communicate the difficulties they were experiencing in making such payments. 
The Committee further requested the Director-General to report to the Health Assembly the 
results of these further communications and of the correspondence with Uruguay.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, 18.
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, 22.
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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Report by the Director-General

1. Resolutions of World Health Assemblies concerning Members in arrears

1.1 Resolution WHA8.13,1 paragraph 2 reads as follows:

"2. RESOLVES that, if a Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial 
contributions to the Organization in an amount which equals or exceeds the amount 
of the contributions due from it for the preceding two full years at the time of the 
opening of the World Health Assembly in any future year, the Assembly shall consider, 
in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the right of vote of 
such a Member shall be suspended."

21.2 Resolution WHA16.20, the applicable paragraphs of which read as follows:

"Part II

2. REQUESTS the Executive Board, at its session when the agenda of the World Health 
Assembly is prepared, to make specific recommendations, with the reasons therefor, to 
the Health Assembly with regard to any Members in arrears in the payment of contributions 
to the Organization to an extent which would invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the 
Constitution;

3. INVITES Members that are in arrears to an extent which would invoke the provisions 
of Article 7 of the Constitution to submit to the Executive Board a statement of their 
intentions as to payment of their arrears, so that the Health Assembly, when it considers 
the matter in accordance with the provisions of resolution WHA8.13, will be able to make 
its decision on the basis of the statements of such Members and the recommendations of 
the Executive Board;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to study with the Member States concerned the 
difficulties of these countries and to report to the appropriate sessions of the 
Executive Board and the World Health Assembly;"

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 326.
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 9th ed., p. 327.
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2. Resolution EB41.R46 adopted by the Executive Board at its forty-first session 

The relevant paragraphs of resolution EB41.R461 read as follows:

"Expressing the hope that Members in arrears will arrange for payment of their arrears 
before the Twenty-first World Health Assembly, so that the provisions of Article 7 of the 
Constitution need not be invoked by the Health Assembly,

1. URGES all the Members concerned to arrange payment of their arrears before the 
Twenty-first World Health Assembly (i.e. before 6 May 1968);

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to those Members and 
to continue his efforts to obtain payment of their outstanding arrears;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to submit a report on the status of those Members to 
the Ad Hoc Committee of 'the Board which is to meet prior to the discussion on arrears in 
contributions by the Twenty-first World Health Assembly; and

4. REQUESTS the Ad Hoc Committee to consider the difficulties of those Members which, 
at the time of its meeting, remain in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an 
extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution and to submit to the Twenty-first 
World Health Assembly on behalf of the Board such recommendations as it deems desirable."

3. Members concerned

At the time this document was prepared, four Members were in arrears for amounts which 
equalled or exceeded their contributions for two full years prior to 1968; the Members con
cerned and the amounts of their arrears are as follows:

Member
Arrears

1964 
US $

1965 
US $

1966 
US $

1967 
US $

Total 
US $

Dominican Republic - 16 610* 17 410 21 320 55 340
Ecuador - 3 531 21 760 26 640 51 931
Paraguay - 14 029 17 410 21 320 52 759
Uruguay 22 673 39 390 39 170 47 960 149 193

* Balance of contribution.

4. Action taken by the Director-General

4.1 As requested by the Executive Board at^its forty-first session, the Director-General 
communicated the text of resolution EB41.R46 to the Members in arrears in the payment of 
their contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution, urging them 
to pay their arrears or, if they were unable to do so before the opening of the Twenty-first 
World Health Assembly, to provide a statement of their intentions of payment for presentation 
to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board. A further communication has been sent by the 
Director-General and personal contacts made by the Director-General or his representatives.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 165, p. 22.
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4.2 The following payments, reflected in the table in paragraph 3, have been received since 
the closure of the Twentieth World Health Assembly:

Ecuador

Date

23 June 1967
13 September 1967 
19 September 1967 
27 September 1967 
6 October 1967 

21 December 1967 
19 January 1968 
26 January 1968

Amount US $

1 641
282
815
641
815
631
725
815

Representing 
(Balance 1964 contribution
(Part 1965 contribution
Part 1965 contribution
Part 1965 contribution
Part 1965 contribution
Part 1965 contribution
Part 1965 contribution
Part 1965 contribution
Part 1965 contribution

Total: 17 365

4.3 Since the forty-first session of the Executive Board a communication has been received 
from the Dominican Republic which indicates the difficulties it has encountered in making 
payment of its arrears (Annex 1 attached). The Government of Uruguay has also indicated 
that it is finding difficulty in making payment of its arrears. The Organization is in 
correspondence with the Government of Uruguay concerning a method of payment which it has 
proposed. No communications have been received from either Ecuador or Paraguay relating to 
any difficulties which they may be encountering in making payment of their arrears.

5. Action to be taken by the Ad Hoc Committee

The Ad Hoc Committee will need to consider what recommendations it wishes to make, on 
behalf of the Executive Board, to the Twenty-first World Health Assembly. Among other 
possibilities, the Committee could recommend:

(1) that the voting rights of the Members concerned be suspended unless additional 
payments or satisfactory reasons for non-payment are received prior to the time this 
item is dealt with by the Health Assembly, or
(2) that these Members be given additional time in which to make payment of their 
arrears while retaining their voting rights at the Twenty-first World Health Assembly.
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(Translation) 12608.A

Santo Domingo

2 May 1968

To the Director-General of the World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland.

The Dominican Republic has been unable to pay the debt contracted with the World Health 
Organization in respect of its assessment comma owing to economic difficulties beyond its 
control stop specifically the difficulty was due to the recent civil war and the vicissitudes 
of national politics in recent years known to the whole world stop as a member in arrears but 
bona fide comma and on the basis of the precedents existing in the international organizations 
comma while the Government of the Dominican Republic is making arrangements to settle the debt 
comma the international organization is requested not to suspend its voting rights at the 
Twenty-first session of the World Health Assembly

Fernando Amiama Tio
Secretary of State for External Relations


