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Report by the Director-General

1. As requested by the Twentieth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA20.23, the Director- 
General has continued his studies of the future requirements for office accommodation at 
headquarters and the possibility of constructing an extension to the headquarters building to 
meet these requirements. As requested by the Assembly in this resolution, a further report 
was made to the forty-first session of the Executive Board in which the Director-General 
confirmed the estimates of requirements which were made to the Twentieth World Health Assembly,' 
but indicated that in the absence of any tangible results in the negotiations for additional 
land it was not possible to present a specific plan for the extension of the headquarters 
building.

32. The Executive Board, in its resolution EB41.R38, requested the Director-General 
"actively to pursue negotiations with the local authorities with a view to obtaining quickly 
additional land"; suggested that the Director-General "begin to examine possible methods for 
financing the construction of an extension of the headquarters building"; and requested the 
Director-General "to continue his study . . .  and to report further to the Twenty-first World 
Health Assembly".

3. Negotiations with regard to additional land have been continuing. While certain aspects 
of the question have been clarified, the conversations have not yet produced any specific 
proposal and they are continuing. As requested by the Board, the Director-General has also 
begun an examination of possible methods of financing such an extension to the headquarters 
building, but in the relatively short time available since the forty-first session of the 
Executive Board, it has not been possible to bring these explorations to the point of having 
any specific proposals to lay before the Assembly. In the absence of concrete suggestions on 
these two major points, it is still not possible to envisage a precise plan for the extension 
of the headquarters building. One possibility which is being studied is the construction on 
the present site of a new wing perpendicular to the present building and of the same height, 
to which there would seem to be no alternative if additional land cannot be obtained.

4. The Director-General will continue to pursue vigorously all aspects of the matter and 
would hope to be able to make a more detailed report with specific proposals to the Executive 
Board at its forty-third session and subsequently to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly.
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