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PER DIEM RATES FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

Report by the Director-General

1. The Fourteenth World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA14.5 
which reads as follows:

"(1) members of the Executive Board shall be paid a per diem allowance at the rate 
of $ 23 while attending meetings in Geneva, $ 30 while attending meetings in New York, 
and while attending meetings elsewhere at a rate to be fixed by the Executive Board 
and not to exceed the equivalent of $ 23.

(2) the applicable per diem allowance shall be paid to members of the Executive Board 
during periods of necessary travel to and from the place of meeting and attendance at 
the place of the meeting except that such allowance shall be reduced to $ 10 for each 
full day (midnight to midnight) when travelling by sea."

The per diem rate has not been reviewed by subsequent Assemblies and has remained unchanged 
for the past seven years. The Director-General believes that, in view of the general increase 
in costs during that period, a revision should now be made.

2. A study has been made of current prices charged for room and meals by hotels in Geneva 
most used by members of the Executive Board. This study has shown that the cost of room 
and breakfast has risen during the period 1961-1967 by an average of 30.66 per cent, and 
the cost of room and meals at the hotel restaurants by an average of 32.29 per cent, during 
the same period.

3. These percentages would, in the opinion of the Director-General, justify an increase 
of the rate of per diem allowance in Geneva to $ 30 per day for members of the Board.

4. In the case of New York, the rate currently applied by the United Nations is $ 30.
Since that rate may be changed from time to time by the General Assembly of the United Nations, 
the Director-General believes that it is appropriate that the World Health Organization, for 
members of the Executive Board, follow the rate established from time to time by the United 
Nations for persons of equivalent status.

5. Should meetings be held elsewhere, the Director-General believes that a rate should be 
established by the Executive Board on an ad hoc basis, not to exceed the equivalent of $ 30 
per day.

6. The Director-General considers that no change should be made in the present rate of
$ 10 per day for each full day (midnight to midnight) when Board members are travelling by 
sea.

7. These recommendations are made following consultation with the United Nations and the 
International Labour Organisation. The Director-General of ILO, as a result of an 
independent study which showed approximately the same cost increase as the WHO study, is 
proposing the same rate for Geneva for members of their Governing Body. The United Nations 
also considers that an increase of $ 7 per day in Geneva is appropriate.
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8. Under Rule 13 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, the Director-General
is required to report to the Health Assembly on the financial implications of all agenda items 
submitted to it. If the rate of $ 30 per diem were established for Geneva, the budgetary 
implications for the short 19S8 summer session of the Board are relatively minor ($ 630) and 
can be accommodated within the approved 1968 estimates for the Executive Board, The 
additional estimated costs would be $ 5 200 for 1969, calculated for twenty-four members of 
the Board. The Director-General recommends that $ 5 200 be added to his proposed programme 
and budget estimates for 1969 and that the increase be financed from available casual income, 
thereby avoiding an increase in the assessments on Members.

9. Should the World Health Assembly agree with the above recommendations, it may wish to 
adopt a resolution along the following lines:

"The Twenty-first World Health Assembly,

Considering that the per diem rate for members of the Executive Board was 
established in February 1961 and that costs have increased considerably since that 
date,

DECIDES

(1) that members of the Executive Board shall be paid a per diem rate of $ 30 while 
attending meetings in Geneva and while attending meetings elsewhere, except in New York, 
at a rate to be fixed by the Executive Board and not to exceed the equivalent of $ 30;

(2) that when a meeting is held in New York, the appropriate rate established by the 
United Nations for comparable organs shall apply;

(3) that the applicable per diem rate shall be paid to members of the Executive Board 
during periods of necessary travel to and from the place of meeting and attendance at 
the place of the meeting, except that such allowance shall be reduced to $ 10 for 
each full day (midnight to midnight) when travelling by sea.


