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In this document the Regional Director presents possible 

topics for the Technical Discussions to be held in 

conjunction with the forty-fifth session of the Regional 

Committee in 1994. Representatives may, of course, wish 

to suggest other topics for the Regional Committee 

to consider. 

Attention is also drawn to the subject selected for the 

Technical Discussions at the Forty-seventh World Health 

Assembly in 1994, which is "Community action for health". 
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The Regional Committee, at its thirty-third session in 1982, decided that technical discussions 

should be held in conjunction with sessions of the Regional Committee.1 

"Information and communication support for primary health care" is the topic of the Technical 

Discussions to be held in conjunction with the forty-fourth session. 

The Committee may wish to consider the following suggestions for the topic of the Technical 

Discussions to be held in conjunction with the forty-fifth session in 1994. 

1. ACCIDENT PREVENTION 

Globally, at least 3.5 million people die every year as a result of injury. Whether on the road, 

at home, at work or at play, the risks of injury to individuals have been neglected for too long, and 

the need to reduce them has so far received little public attention. In many countries in the Region, 

more than half the deaths of young people are due to accidents. The loss of potential years of life 

caused by fatal injury is substantial. Of equal concern, given the impact on national expenditure on 

treatment, rehabilitation, and demands on medical care in general, are the 10-15 million others who 

are seriously injured each year. In some countries in the Region, road accidents kill more people 

than infectious or parasitic diseases. 

WHO drew special attention to the prevention of accidents and injuries in devoting World 

Health Day 1993 in the Region to the theme "Handle life with care; prevent accidents". 

The Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in 1977 adopted the resolution 

WPR/RC28.RI4 on promoting programmes for the prevention of road traffic accidents. There is an 

urgent need also for investment in training and education in accident prevention in general. 

Technical discussions on this subject would provide a timely review of the status of accident 

and injury prevention programmes in the Western Pacific Region. 

ISee resolution WPRlRC33.R20. Handbook of Reso/utions and Decisions of the Regiona/ Commineefor the Western Pacific. 

Vol. II (1976-1985). 5th ed. Manila: World Health Organization. 1986. p. 161. 
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2. DRUG QUALITY ASSURANCE 
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Many countries still lack the capabilities to manufacture drugs and vaccines, assess their 

quality or control their marketing and distribution. Without such controls, fake or substandard 

drugs can easily enter the market, at considerable risk to consumers. Several countries in the 

Region have experienced widescale availability of fake drugs and are actively addressing the 

problem. Recycled authentic packages or bottles, sealed with elaborate techniques are used for the 

fakes. Authentic drugs are diluted, or only compounds without active ingredients are used. Food 

dyes are substituted for other essential coloured ingredients. The human senses alone cannot detect 

these counterfeits; chemical analysis or physical investigation is required. 

To address the problem, the Western Pacific Regional Office has supponed Member States 

with consultants to offer training courses on chemical tests, by providing chemical reagents and 

equipment for analysis, and by facilitating appointment of fellows. 

Technical discussions on this subject would provide an opponunity to initiate steps towards a 

comprehensive system and regular information exchange among Member States on drug quality 

assurance. 

3. REGIONAL DISEASE SURVEILLANCE 

Health information and statistical services in the Region have been strengthened to support 

programme management with timely, reliable and accurate data. 

However, reporting on communicable diseases in the Region is still sometimes late and 

incomplete. Contributing factors to this situation are a lack of trained personnel, systems that are 

not uniform or computerized, forms that are incompatible, and a lack of prioritization in some 

countries. Another obstacle to adequate reporting which applies particularly to cholera, AIDS and 

sexually transmitted diseases is anxiety about a possible negative impact on the country's trade and 

tourist industry. 

In addition to improving the present surveillance situation, the range of national and regional 

reporting systems could be extended to cover new areas of public health interest, such as health 

promotion and more specifically, urban environments and lifestyles conducive to health. 
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Technical discussions on this subject would provide an opportunity for Member States to 

exchange valuable information on the status and further development of surveillance systems in the 

Region. 

'" '" '" '" 

As decided by the Executive Board at its ninetieth session in May 1992, the subject for 

Technical Discussions at the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly (1994) is "Community action 

for health" . 
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