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IAMLT and Medical Laboratory Technologists 

IAMLT is a worldwide organization which includes members from over 37 different 

countries. Medical laboratory technology is the third largest health care profession in the world 

and the number of medical laboratory technologists affiliated with IAMLT through these 

members organizations is growing and now exceeds 167 000. 

Our members work in medical laboratories in the fields of clinical chemistry, clinical 

microbiology, hematology, cellular pathology and transfusion medicine. In addition, there are a 

number of specialty areas of work such as molecular biology, cytotechnology, cytogenetics and 

immunology. You will find medical laboratory technologists employed in primary health care as 

well as research and some industry as well. 

IAMLT and WHO 

IAMLT has limited resources to participate in WHO activities. The organization relies on 

member countries to assist in representation in attending regional meetings. Request for funding 

assistance from WHO for relevant projects have in the past been unsuccessful, but hopefully, 

IAML T will be able to work together with WHO on items of common concern some time in the 

future. We would especially like to see progress on our proposal for a Course in Health and 

Safety for Health Professionals based on the curriculum previously submitted to WHO. 

WHO activities relevant to IAML T are regularly reported in IAML T's newsletter Med Tee 

International which is distributed to all Member Countries. We also endeavour to keep members 

informed of IAML T's affiliation and work with WHO by encouraging member societies to 

include information in their newsletters and publications. 
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IAMLT and Education 

lAMLT acts as a catalyst for information exchange at the international level. In this 

regard, the lAML T publishes an international Directory of Medical Laboratory Science 

Education, with a new edition published in 1994. 

IAML T is currently working on a standard for Good Laboratory Practice which will 

address quality assurance in medical laboratories in compliance with ISO 9000 quality assurance 

standards. 

IAML T provides members in developing countries with assistance through information 

and liaison with other developed countries. IAML T is currently establishing a resource and needs -. 

database to better assist with this task. In addition, IAMLT through its Travel and Training Fund, 

provides some financial assistance to delegates from developing countries to attend the biennial 

congress. 

Qualifications of Medical Laboratory Technologists 

The IAML T position statement on the qualifications of workers in medical laboratories 

has been endorsed and promoted by a number of member countries. IAML T and its member 

cpuntries are very concerned with this issue as health care restraint caused many providers to seek 

savings in ways which may be detrimental to patient care. IAML 1's statement on this issue is: 

"To ensure the patient's life and health, we strongly recommend clinical 

laboratory service and the important diagnostic work in both private and public clinics to 

be done by folly qualified medical laboratory technologists ". 

- Adopted at the 20th GAD, Dublin Ireland 1992 

21st Annual Congress ofIAMLT, July 1994 

Medical laboratory technologists from around the world gathered in Hong Kong in 

July 1994 for a week of education and lAMLT business. Over 1200 delegates participated in this 

most successful event which featured a wide range of scientific topics in the profession. The 

number of proffered papers and poster sessions presented by members was very high and from all 

reports was most successful. 

A special feature of the lAML T Congress was the Book Donation Project. Initiated at the 

last lAML T Congress in Dublin, Ireland, this project has grown faster than anyone could expect. 

Member countries contributed educational materials to developing countries and over 800 items 
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were donated. The sharing of these essential learning resources will significantly enhance the 

education of our colleagues in developing countries. 

The biennial congress is also the time when IAMLT holds the General Assembly of 

Delegates (GAD) to conduct the business of the organization. This assembly also acts as a forum 

for the sharing of common concerns among participating member countries and reflects some of 

the issues on the agenda of this Regional Meeting. 

Future meeting sites of the IAML T Congress are Norway in 1996 and Canada in 2000. 

The Congress in 1998 is planned to be in Singapore. 

A representative of WHO is invited to the Congresses at which a round-table discussion 

with the representative of WHO and the member countries is organized. 


