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1 . DETAILED EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL'S PROPOSED PROGRAMME 

AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1966: Item 6.1 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 
Documents EB35/AF/WP/1-6) (continued) 

Inter-regional and Other Programme Activities (Official Records No. 138, PP. 2y^-255 

and 442-460) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to resume its discussion on inter-regional and 

other programme activities, first taking up section 10 (Vital and Health Statistics) 

(Official Records N o . 1，8, page 2斗7). 

There were no comments on sections 10 (Vital and Health Statistics), 11 (Denial 

Health) and 12 (Social and Occupational Health). 

Referring to section 15 (Chronic and Degenerative Diseases), Dr LAYTON requested 

some further clarification regarding project CVD 11, Studies on rheumatic heart disease. 

It, had been his understanding that the prophylaxis for that condition was virtually 

established and he therefore wished to know what was involved in the study. 

Dr GRUNDY, Assistant Director-General, said that he would answer the question in 

general terras, after which he could, if technical details were required, call upon the 

chief of the technical unit in question to amplify his remarks. 

As the Committee were well aware, rheumatic heart disease was still a serious 

problem in many parts of the world although its incidence was greatly reduced in most 

affluent countries. Chemoprophylaxis had been used in a large number of countries but 

the results had not been satisfactorily evaluated. It was therefore proposed to carry 

out studies to establish the true incidence of acute juvenile rheumatism with cardiac 

involvement in children of school age and to attempt to evaluate the effects of long-
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term administration of sulfonamides and antibiotics. Budgetary provision had been 

made so that such investigations could be carried out in two areas in 1965 and it was 

planned to extend them to other areas in 1966. 

Dr LAYTON thanked Dr Grundy for his explanation. However, as, to his own 

knowledge, there was already in existance since 1951 or 1952 a long-term study on the 

prophylactic use of oral penicillin, the need for duplicating it with other similar 

studies was not apparent to him. 

Dr> FEJFAR (Cardiovascular Diseases) said that the WHO Expert Committee on the 

Prevention of Rheumatic Fever, which had met eight years previously, had made it clear 

in a recommendation that rheumatic heart disease was to a large extent preventable. 

In 196), when the Organization had. started to evaluate the extent to which that 

recommendation had been enforced on a national level, it had discovered that in only a 

few countries had prevention of rheumatic fever been carried out on a national scale, 

although a number of studies had been implemented. The Organization had therefore 

decided to carry out studies in regions where rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart 

diseases were common, which would establish, first, the prevalence of the disease and, 

secondly, the efficiency of its prophylactic treatment. It was fashionable nowadays 

to treat rheumatic heart disease surgically, but it should be remembered that in the 

event prevention was cheaper than surgical cure. The Secretariat was now fully 

apprised of the world situation, and therefore wished to carry out further studies, 

not only on the prevalence of the disease, but also on the immunology and streptococci 

epidemiology. 



Dr EVANG commented upon the extremely modest place o c c u p i e d by section 14 

(Mental Health), bearing in mind its extreme importance. 

Dr GRUNDY said that the C o m m i t t e e would undoubtedly agree with Dr Evang. 

However, if members would review the subject in a year or two, they would probably 

find that the research programme in the field of mental health had developed• It 

was now only in its early stages, but it had been recognized as an important subject 

for a long time. The reason for its slow start was that only in the last few years 

had it become evident in just what manner the Organization could carry out concrete 

programmes in that field. The matter had been considered by an expert' committee, a 

scientific group and the last meeting of the Advisory Committee on Médical Research, 

which were all in general agreement that the following items should represent the 

Organization's main fields of action: first, the Organization should concentrate on 

the epidemiological aspects of research, and the clarification of terminology ánd 

diagnostic criteria; secondly, it should look into the administration of mental 

health services and the efficacy of different forms of therapy; and, thirdly, it 

should give its attention to certain fundamental problems• The proposals in the 

budget volume represented provision to start the research itself in 1966, and the 

details of the form of operation of that research were under discussion. 

There were no comments on section 15 (Nutrition.), and section 16 (Radiation and 

Isotopes) • 

Referring to section 17 (Environmental Health), the CHAIRMAN reminded the 

Committee that Dr Alan at the previous meeting had requested information regarding 

research on the resistance to insecticides that had developed in certain species of 

the anopheline mosquito. 
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Mr WRIGHT (Vector Control) said that over the past few years WHO had undertaken 

an extensive evaluation of all the available insecticides. In so doing, it had had 

two aims: to find alternatives to those insecticides to which resistance had already 

developed^ and to endeavour to foresee resistance and to develop compounds that could 

take the place of those currently in use, should resistance occur. The Organization 

had made arrangements with forty-three manufacturing companies for the provision of 

samples of new insecticides, and had examined more than 1000 of them - that meant, in 

effect, that it had examined every compound available at present possessing insecti-

cidal activity. The examination was executed through a complex of laboratories in 

different countries of the world, and the effectiveness of the various compounds for 

the control of different species of insects of medical importance had been established• 

By judicious use of insecticides, one after the other, based upon genetic, 

biochemical and chemical information, it was possible in some situations to keep ahead 

of resistance. In the case of the body louse, for example, it was possible to ensure 

control for a period of from fifteen to twenty years^ due to the fact that the genetic 

structure of most of the louse populations was known and because five different 

effective and safe insecticides were available• 

As the question to which he was replying concerned malaria， he would address 

himself in more detail to that aspect of the matter. The investigations which had 

been carried out covered the chemistry, formulation, application and, very important, 

the toxicology of the different compounds. It was to be regretted that, of all the 

compounds examined, none had been found that could really take the place of DDT in 

malaria eradication as an indoor residual spray. That was because of the peculiar 

and very attractive characteristics of DDT- Nevertheless^ eleven compounds had been 
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tested in the field under controlled conditions, and of those malathion, which was 

an organo-phosphorus compound, could perhaps take the place of DDT where the walls of 

the house were made of wood, thatch or some other substance of a cellulose base. 

Malathion had long persistency on such surfaces but not on aiud, where it broke down 

very quickly, or on such surfaces as tin or glass. Another compound called DDVP 

or dichlorvos had also been tested. It differed from other compounds in that it 

was not applied to walls but was dispensed in the form of a vapour, the liberation 

of a small quantity of which every day killed all the mosquitos entering houses in 

some circumstances. However, it was found that dichlorvos was only effective in 

• ；. _ ： .； ... - ' • . • . I • • 

houses with restricted ventilation. Two of the best compounds tested were fenthion 

and the as yet unnamed 0MS15. The latter, in fact, biologically speaking, could have 

taken the place of DDT, but unfortunately it was slightly too toxic to be used in the 
• � - “ • ‘ ... * . . . ..-..,•. 

field. However, it gave a very good indication of a line to be followed for that 

group of insecticides,.and efforts were now being made to find compounds of the same 

chemical group with the same biological effectiveness to the insect but with a much 

lowered toxicity to man. Fenthion had also proved to be too toxic for use in the 

field - certain governments deserved thanks for the very careful trials which they 

had carried out with; fenthion and which had proved that it could not be put to general 

use. However, an informal expert group on the toxicology of pesticides had stated in 

ig64 that in an emergency fenthion could effectively be substituted for DDT, though 

governments so doing would have to realize clearly the potential hazards involved -

they were not high but they did exist. The compound could be used in agriculture 

without danger, but the difference between agriculture and public health was that in 
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the latter the compound was taken into man's habitation. Two other compounds were 

undergoing tests at the moment and one - 0MS4J - had been through all the preliminary 

trials. It was an organo-phosphorus compound and the Division of Malaria Eradication 

was currently carrying out an extensive trial with it in Northern Nigeria to determine 

whether it could interrupt transmission of malaria or not. It was too early to know 

the results of this work but the indications were that there could be guarded optimism 

about 0MS43 having a role to play in malaria eradication. Finally, there was a 

compound called 0MS33 which was a carbamate and a cholinesterase depressant but of a 

different structure from the organo-phosphorus compound. 0MS33 showed good promise 

and so far had displayed, no toxic symptoms to man. It also appeared to have the 

ability to persist on mud wall surfaces
л
 probably due to the fact that it was a 

crystalline compound whilst the organo-phosphorus compounds were liquid in their 

technical form. Apart from the compounds mentioned, there were one hundred or more 

at different stages of examination in the scheme, some of which showed great promise. 

It was to be hoped that any emergency that might arise could be met by the existing 

compounds and that in the years to come new materials would be found which would really 

take the place of those currently in use, without danger to man or animal. 

D r A L A N t h a n k e d t h e

 Secretariat for the interesting and useful information given. 

He was impressed to hear of the work carried out on insecticides and reassured to 

know that it was so far advanced that a result could be expected in the near future. 

Dr LAYTON wished to be associated with the expression of thanks made by Dr Alan. 

The programme-oriented research referred to typified the work that should receive 

priority in the Organization. 



U n d
e r project CWS 5, Testing of new water supply materials (page 251), there 

was a reference to plastic pipe and fittings. Manufacturers themselves presumably 

subjected such materials to exhaustive tests of their efficiency and durability and 

for that reason he wished to know exactly what was involved. 

D r
 KAUL, Assistant Director-General, said that the development of plastic pipes 

specifically - which was only one of the elements of development in that field - was 

of importance to the Organization, particularly where economic water supplies for 

smaller coiranunities were concerned. It was perhaps true that in certain instances 

some of the pipes had already been tested and used, but not in those areas where the 

Organization might require them, particularly the tropical areas of developing countries. 

He would call upon Mr Bierstein to give an account of the objectives and the research 

being carried out, 

Mr BIERSTEIN (Community Water Supply) said that the use of plastic pipe was being 

considered by many countries for obvious reasons, but chiefly because of its ability 

to resist corrosion and its economic installation costs. The Organization was 

concerning itself with plastic pipe for reasons both of economy and of public health. 

Ш the manufacture of plastic pipe certain plasticisers were u&ed, employing heavy 

m e
t a l s which could be released by the pipe and fittings in the transport of potable 

water. In certain countries standards had Ъееп established and regulations drawn 

u p
 so that danger to public health could be avoided. The problem, however, was a 

world-wide one, for it was probable that in the near future plastic pipe and fittings 

would be produced in many countries. It was therefore felt that there should be 

an investigation as to the method of testing plastic pipe and 
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fittings from a public health standpoint and that, eventually suggested international 

standards should be drawn up and. published together with methods for the regulation 

of manufacture and distribution. Ultimately, of course, the responsibility would 

fall upon the individual country, but the Organization would in effect provide suggested 

standards as it had done for drinking water. 

Chemical coagulant aids were also becoming increasingly popular and at the recent 

International Water Supply Congress, held in June 1964 in Stockholm, it had been 

suggested that WHO should interest itself in the public health aspects of that water 

treatment material. 

Dr LAYTON sáid that he was not entirely satisfied by the answer given. It was 

difficult to understand how a reputable manufacturer would market a plastic pipe which 

had what appeared to be inherent dangers. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in the long list of research projects given under section 

17, there was only one reference to air pollution (EP page 250) and that was only 

concerned with nomenclature and uftits of measurement. He would therefore like to 

know if any further information had been obtained regarding the dangers and 

undesirability of air pollution, particularly that resulting from diesel fumes. 

Mr PAVANEIJÜD (Environmental Pollution) said that the appearance under section 17 

of a research project should not lead members to think that it was the Organization's 

own activity in air pollution. Other activities in that field had been described 

in the previous budget volume and in the reports of the symposium он air quality 
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criteria and of the expert committee held in 1963. Following those meetings a set 

of recommendations had been drawn up which the Organization was endeavouring to 

implement as and when funds became available. The first and most important 

recommendation which was made by both the symposium and the expert committee was the 

need for uniformity in measuring air pollution. In fact, information had proved 

that in many countries there was a vast amount of data measuring carbon monoxide, 

dust, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide but the methods of measurement were usually 

not comparable. That was the reason for the inclusion of project EP 3 in section 17» 

It would be initiated in 1965 by the preparation of a complete review of the available 

methods for measuring air pollution which would be widely circulated and, it was to be 

hoped, agreed upon later. 

So far as the specific problem of diesel fumes was concerned, the matter was of 

great interest to many countries, who wrote to the Organization asking for its 

guidance. Diesel smoke could in fact be prevented and was not as dangerous as other 

emissions from motor vehicles. With the information at its .disposal the Organization 

was planning to compile a report which would serve as a guide .for countries that 

suffered from the problem acutely； it was hoped that the report would be produced 

within the year. 
- ； - , • . ：•：•...., . . . 

Referring to section 18 (Education and Training), Dr TURBOTT said that he noticed 

that only $ 3000 had been allocated to project EMAS 1, Exchange of Teaching Personnel, 

although it was a most important technical service from the Organization. He would 

like to know what had been accomplished. 
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Dr GRUNDY said that Dr Turbott was correct in stating that it was a small itenK 

Financial provision had been sought for the project because from time to time 

applications were made by members of the academic staff of schools of medicine to 

exchange visits with a colleague. The cost was usually relatively small since they 

retained their stipends and very frequently made arrangements to accommodate each 

other for the period. The project was not widely publicized because, had it been, 

the Organization might have received more applications that it could meet, but so fa-? 

that had not been the case. The provision had been used on only one or two occasions 

during the last year or two. No request had been made for an increase in the amount 

allocated because the Organization had been able to meet the applications and also 

because it was not the only way of arranging for visits between academic and research 

staff. The project allowed a certain flexibility where it was not possible to make 

suitable arrangements under either the fellowship or the research provisions. 

Dr ABDULMEGID AEDUIHAD工 said, with regard to section 19 (Other Activities), that 

project PHARM 2, Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations and Selection of ‘ 

Proposed Non-proprietary Names, was of vital importance for most of the countries in 

his Region. He would therefore like to know what stage of development it had reached. 

Professor AUJALEU said that he would like to have the views of the Committee 

concerning the desirability of certain changes in the procedure followed. The 

Committee had just approved the provision of $ 2 400 000 for medical research, 

representing-about six per cent, of the budget - not a negligible sura, but in general 

justified. However, in the first place, apart from certain reference centres known 
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to everybody, the Committee did not know to whom the money would go, which was rather 

curious considering that the essence of medical research was the choice of laboratory 

or of research worker. Secondly, the objectives of the research itself were not 

really known; the reason for that, as h a t e e n rightly-stated^at Ше C.o酬ittee、. 

meeting the previous day, was that as research developed so rapidly it was difficult 

to establish its exact objectives. Thirdly, the time the research would take was 

not known. Furthermore, the Committee was ignorant of the results achieved with 

the money that they had allocated. Naturally, the Org^ization was free to use the 

m o n e y
 so allocated as it saw fit and he was fully confident that it would maintain 

the necessary supervision. 

However, it might be advisable if the procedure could be t e n d e d so that when 

t h
e Committee.approved the budget for medical research, it would also be informed 

of the research projects to which the money had been allocated. It was quite 

possible that sums were being handed to certain laboratories which did not have the 

confidence of members, particularly where a member's own country was concerned. 

Would it not therefore be possible, first, to know more precisely where the money 

w e n
t , and secondly for the Executive Board to be informed from time to time of the 

r e S
u l t s achieved in research? It would not be necessary to have the results of all 

the 150 research projects listed in the budget but merely to have an idea of what 

had been done with the money together with the precise results achieved with a given 

sura allocated to research. 
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Mr BLANC (Pharmaceuticals) said that the preparatory work on specifications 

for quality control of pharmaceutical preparations on the market in most countries 

would lead to the publication of a second edition of the International Pharmacopoeia. 

That edition had been in preparation for several years； on 28 October 1964 its 

provisional text, amounting tó some 1100 pages, had been sent to Member States which, 

in a covering letter from the Director-General^ were requested to study the proposed 

specificàtions and to submit their comments within three months from that date. 

The Secretariat would study those comments together with other questions still pending 

in the months to come. Daring the summer of 19б5' a text could then be sent to the 

Division of Editorial and Reference Services for printing; proofs would be 

submitted to the specialists and the final version of the second edition of the 

International Pharmacopoeia would be ready in 1966
è
 Furthermore, in order that 

the analysts could carry out 'their work on as sure a basis as possible^ a volume of 

specifications had been prepared, after many years of work, for reagents üsed in 

tests and assays in the specifications of the International Pharmacopoeia for 

pharmaceutical quality control. 

He would take that opportunity of mentioning that it was the duty of the 

international centre for reference chemical substances in Stockholm, to which 

reference was made in project PHARM 1 (page 252)^ to prepare standards for certain 

pharmaceutical substances which were difficult to characterize. Those reference 

chemicals could be distributed gratis to national laboratories in the various 

countries for the quality control of pharmaceutical preparations. 



Dr NOVGORODCEV endorsed the comments of Professor Aujaleu. The question 

raised concerning WHO's valuable research programme - which was of very wide scope 

and covered many aspects of the field of health - made it clear that the Standing 

Committee should scrutinize carefully the institutes entrusted with the various 

items of research. The selection should not be the responsibility of a small 

number of people: it should be considered by the Executive Board and should involve 

such questions as whether the work should be confined to one region or spread over 

a number of interested regions. 

On the question of information, WHO's work was equally important and 

comprehensive and many valuable publications had been issued on such subjects as 

insecticides. What was wanted in addition, however, was more information of a 

general nature in the form of summaries of scientific work carried out by the 

different scientific centres, for the information of Member States. Such information 

would be particularly useful to national health authorities as a means of 

comparison with work in other parts of the world. 

Dr KAREFA-SMART had some difficulty in understanding the points made by 

Professor Aujaleu. Unless the Standing Committee wished to express a lack of 

confidence in the members of the Secretariat responsible for research activities, he 

did not see how it could say that because a particular summary did not specify the 

names and qualifications of research workers and institutes, the members of the 

Standing Committee did not possess the necessary information. For any member of 

the Executive Board or any other person interested, the Organization's files 

contained information on all the matters that would certainly have been investigated 

before any money was laid out on research activities. It could not therefore be 
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said that the Board did not know who was doing research. It was difficult, 

particularly in view of the frequent complaints concerning the use of the 

Organization's resources, to envisage how full details on all research activities 

could be made available, since it would undoubtedly involve an expenditure of 

thousands of dollars. Quite apart from the cost, complaints were constantly being 

made ever the volume of papers produced; and if the Standing Committee asked for 

full information on each of the. numerous items included in research to be circulated, 

he for one would not have time to read it with the care he would wish to give to 

such documentation. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL appreciated, the problems of certain members of the 

Executive Board and the Standing Committee and assured them that there would be 

no difficulty in .providing a list of the reference centres and institutions receiving 

grants, on the lines indicated by Professor Aujaleu. It would be difficult, 

however, to state in January 1965 to whom grants would be given in 1966. 

Negotiations could not be started until the Assembly had approved the budget and 

premature arrangements which later had to be modified would, undoubtedly cause i l l � 

feeling. 

There were, of course, a number of continuing projects where the recipients 

of grants in 1966 were known because the activity was continuing for a certain 

number of years, and it would be possible to provide a list of all research 

institutes in relationship with WHO, for each small grant involved an agreement by 

an exchange of letters with the institute concerned. 



To sum up, the Secretariat could provide a complete list for 1964, a 

reasonable list for 1965 and a list of continuing activities for 1 9 6 6 . In addition, 

the Board would be receiving a periodic report on the progress of the research 

programme of the kind presented at the previous January session. That report, which 

was later submitted to the Assembly, covered the Organization's work in the research 

field over a period of five years, and gave an indication of the direction of the 

research activities being stimulated by the Organization. 

He also recalled the periodical review by the Advisory Committee on 

Medical Research, comprising eighteen eminent scientists, which met annually in 

Geneva. That Committee made a review of the entire research programme every three 

or five years； and an annual review of one or two individual subjects. 工七 would 

be a simple matter to provide the Executive Board with information similar to that 

provided for the Advisory Committee on Medical Research. The Secretariat would 

also be ready to provide full information on past, present and future activities on 

any particular subject on request. The Standing Committee had already heard a 

summary statement on insecticides^ but it was impossible to do justice to the 

subject in such a .short time. 

If the Standing Committee wished for a review of one or even two subjects each 

year, there would be no difficulty. It would be impossible, however, for the Board 

to deal with complete information on every subject at one time without greatly 

increasing the length of its session. It would be easier and more productive to 

analyse the most important ones. 

If the Standing Committee wished to select one or two subjects immediately he 

would give a ninety per cent, guarantee - because of possible absence of some staff -

of producing full details the following week either on paper or by means of the staff 

member concerned addressing the meeting and answering any questions. He assured the 
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Standing Committee that full information on medical research was available: the 

difficulty was publishing it. The programme when presented to the Advisory 

Committee on Medical Research had already been analysed by one or more of the 

scientific groups. Despite increasing requests from all over the world, however, it 

was impossible to publish the reports of the scientific groups and he had been 

obliged to take a firm stand and publish only the ones of exceptional and universal 

importance• 

У 

Professor GERIC said that even after hearing the Director-General's comments, he 

found the views of Professor Aujaleu extremely interesting. It was important for 

the Executive Board to be informed on the method of selecting research laboratories 

and engaging research workers. There was no question of any lack of confidence in 

it were better informed, the Board might help to improve the Director-General, but if 

working methods by assisting 

and finding research workers 

the administration in the task 

from different countries. 

of choosing laboratories 

comprehensive reply and 

confidence. He was sure 

Professor AUJALEU thanked the Director-General for his 

assured him that his comments in no way implied any lack of 

the Director-General could clarify the situation a little more, for it was a little 

awkward to think that two million dollars had been given for research and nobody knew 

exactly where the money had gone. The Director-General had stated that it would be 

difficult to name laboratories before the budget had been approved, but the names of 

countries where projects viere to be undertaken were always stated before the budget was 

voted. He appreciated that it might not be possible to say which laboratory would 

be concerned in a project two years hence, but at least it should be possible to 

state which laboratories had received grants in past years and at the same time to give 
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some idea of the results achieved. It was true that there had been a general report 

on achievements in research but it gave no indication of the achievements of 

particular laboratories in relation to the total number receiving grants. He was 

sure that the Director-General was ready to help the Standing Committee fulfil its 

task, and he did not entirely agree with Dr Karefa-Smart as to the excessive cost of 

the information that had been asked for. He noted that $ 110 000 was allocated for 

auditing expenditure, and if an additional $ 2000 or $ 3000 were required for 

including the names of laboratories or providing an information paper, it would not 

seem excessive. 

Dr EVANG thought that WHO might usefully follow the same procedure as national 

research councils. In the case of projects covering a period of three, four or five 

years progress reports were called for and if they were not satisfactory the 

possibility of discontinuing the project was discussed. Experience in national 

activities showed that great flexibility was needed. In some cases the entire project 

could be envisaged from beginning to end; in others it was impossible to see how a 

project would develop, particularly if it was a new venture. He would therefore 

prefer to avoid any procedure that would limit flexibility. He was also strongly 

opposed to applying the principle of geographical distribution in the present context, 

for science was a field in which it had no place. He could not see that there was 

any difficulty, for with some 200 projects available it was up to Member governments 

to inform the Director-General if they had. any useful contribution in personnel or 

institutes - as indeed he was sure was being done already - and the Director-General 

would thus have a wide field for selection. 
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The CHAIRMAN asked if the Standing Committee wished to request the Director-

General to supply the information asked for by Professor Aujaleu, supported by 

several other members. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed that he would be able to supply a list of grants 

by WHO and of laboratories working with the Organization. 

Dr TURBOTT appreciated Professor Aujaleu's wish to know more about what was 

going on. He himself had often felt inhibited in questioning programmes which were 

presented as already examined and approved by the Director-General and by experts, but 

at the same time it was important for members of the Standing Committee and the Executive 

Board to feel that they could exercise their own judgement in carrying out their task. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that he was prepared to provide reviews for submission 

to the Executive Board of any subjects indicated on which more information was required. 

He would be glad to provide a complete review of the programme - subject to the ninety 

per cent, guarantee he had already mentioned - if members of the Board were prepared to 

stay another two weeks in which to study it. There was no question of any unwillingness 

on the part of the Secretariat. 

He regretted what seemed to be a misunderstanding by Dr Turbott. Any possible 

over-emphasis of the high quality of experts could only have been to indicate that the 

Secretariat had endeavoured to obtain the best advice available. 

Dr LA.YTON said he was somewhat apprehensive at the thought of an additional two 

weeks. He had found himself immediately in sympathy with Professor Aujaleu when he 

introduced the topic, in view of the difficulty for members of approving a blanket ‘ 

allocation of $ 100 000 ~ a substantial sum - for a research project. Nevertheless, he 



recognized that there were difficulties in reconciling the procedure of the Executive 

Board with regard to the budget for the operation of the Organization and the matter 

of research studies and their promotion and control. As an alternative to remaining 

a
n
 additional two weeks, he suggested that the Director-General, having careful regard 

to the discussion that had taken place, should endeavour to find methods of solving 

the problem of providing the essential information to meet the requirements of the 

Executive Board and the Standing Committee but without providing large, costly and 

time-consuming documents • 

Professor AUJALEU asked if the Director-General could provide - not necessarily 

for the coming session of the Executive Board, but for a later session - a list of 

the laboratories which had been given grants during the past year and an account of 

the results obtained during the few preceding years. The Board would then be fully 

informed not only of past achievements but also of past errors to be avoided in the 

futureí and would thus be better able to help the Organization in choosing subjects 

for research and the laboratories to carry them out. 

The CHAIRMAN asked if the Standing Committee agreed to request the following 

information from the Director-General: a list of laboratories which had. already 

received research grants (as agreed to by the Director-General)； and at some future 

date a list of laboratories and a summary of achievements on the lines indicated by 

Professor Aujaleu. 

It was so agreed.1 

1

 The information requested by the Standing Committee was supplied to the Executive 

Board in document E B 3 5 A P / 5 • 
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The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the section on Collaboration with other 

organizations (Official Records No. 138, page 254). 

Dr KAREPA-SMART, referring to item (c) of the projects under Public Health 

Administration, concerning Liaison with the Economic Commission for Africa (Public 

Health Personnel), said that the Organization of African Unity (OAU) had recently 

formed a Commission on Health to be responsible for co-ordinating health activities 

for the whole continent. He asked if the Director-General had considered whether 

liaison with the Organization of African Unity would be more comprehensive than that 

with the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained, that the Economic Commission for Africa involved 

three of WHO'S Regions - the Eastern Mediterranean, the African and the European, and 

a need was felt for liaison with that body. Nevertheless, the OAU headquarters were 

in the same place as the ECA headquarters and there had already been consultations 

between WHO and OAU on the question of working relations. 

Programme Activities (continued) 

^•11 Editorial and Reference Services (continued from the third meeting) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to document EB35/AF/WP /9, which had been distributed 

in response to a question concerning sales of publications. He suggested that it 

should be incorporated in the report to the Executive Board. 

Professor AUJALEU said that he had asked for the information in order to ascertain 

whether a reasonable amount was spent on publicity in proportion to receipts from 

sales. He was satisfied with the answer. 

Decision: It was agreed to include document EB55./AF/WP/9 in the Standing 

Committee's report to the Executive Board. 



斗.1 Offices of the. Assistant Directors^General (continued from the first meeting) 

The CHAIRMAN invited Mr Siegel to reply to an earlier question by Dr Layton 

concerning the grant to the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences 

(CIOMS), details of which appeared on pages 2 ) and 80 of the draft programme and budget. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the grant to CIOMS had been 

considered by the Board and the Assembly ever since WHO had started to support the 

Council. Reports had been asked for and received periodically on relations, the 

progress of work, and the amounts of subventions by WHO and UNESCO. The latest report 

was the one submitted to the twenty-sixth session of the Board in connexion with its 

examination of the draft programme and budget for 1962; it was referred to in 

Official Records No• 107. The report in question contained information on the nature 

of the Council's work and details of subventions received, which were as follows: in 

each of the years 1950, 1951 and 1952, $ 35 200; in 1953, $ 29 000; in 195斗 and 

1 9 5 5 , $ 25 000; and in 1956, $ 20 000. The subvention had continued at $ 20 000 

until the present time. 

With regard to UNESCO, the last General Conference (autumn 1964) had decided to 

discontinue the grant as from 1966 and replace it by an arrangement which he understood 

was current in UNESCO for special contracts for specific activities sponsored by CIOMS. 

Meanwhile UNESCO continued to provide office space to the Council, representing about 

$ 3500 a year. In other words, UNESCO was converting a subvention of $ 25 000 a year 

to a contractual arrangement beginning in 19бб. In connexion with Dr Layton
1

 s 

reference to resolution WHA2.5, he would add that CIOMS had substantially increased 

its own resources, but that without the subventions from UNESCO and WHO it would not 

have been able to continue the activities in which WHO had an interest. 
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Dr LAYTON said that he had been primarily-interested in two points in the 

resolution: the optimism expressed on the possibility of CIOMS eventually becoming 

financially independent; and the need for arrangements for co-operation to be reviewed 

every year. He did not fully understand the implications of UNESCO's action. But 

if WHO's contribution - which did not appear unprofitable - was to be continued, it 

was important for relations to be reviewed from year to year. 

Dr EVANG asked what were the Council's main financial resources other than the 

subventions from WHO and UNESCO. 

Mr SIEGEL replied that they were a combination of dues from members and small 

subventions from foundations. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL added that the type of membership had recently been changed 

and there were now two categories: international associations and, since 196l, 

national associations. The change was one of the reasons for the increase in resources. 

Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion (Official Records No. 1)8, pp. 46^-507) 

Mr SIEGEL stated that the programmes included under the various sub-accounts 

comprising the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion were designed with a view to 

stimulating voluntary contributions and would be carried out only to the extent that 

such contributions became available. 
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A list of the various sub-accounts was given on page 46^ of the budget volume. 

A separate report was being submitted to the Executive Board on the status of 

contributions to the sub-accounts^ together with an account of fund-raising activities 

undertaken by the Director-General in compliance with Health Assembly and Executive 

Board resolutions. 

As a matter of financing policy, the Secretariat endeavoured to set aside 

sufficient funds to ensure that a specific project, once started, could be carried 

through to completion without having to seek funds from another source. 

Part I: Special Account for Medical Research (Official Records No. 1)8， pp. 464-484) 

Dr EVANG asked if he might be given some idea of the scope of the proposed 

consultant work to review the current studies on both sampling and analytical 

procedures for the estimation of certain toxic substances in the human body (item 

4 .8j.(b)) • ]?he field was a broad one and. he would Икэ to know whether the studies 

were related in any way to the chemical environment in v/nich human beings were living 

today. 

Dr GRUNDY oorxflrmea that the studios related to occupational chemical haz ardo. 

Generally, WHO was seeking to establish^ through a group of laboratories in contractual 

relations with it> normal с on с en t r a. 11 on о of toxic substances in the body. He would 

be able to give a more detailed ansvrer ]ater in the discussion. 
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Dr LAYTON asked for some further information on project IB 109, diagnostic 

interpretation of chest X-ray shadows^ included under the section on assistance 

to research and other technical services (page 468). He would have thought that 

radiologists would have progressed well beyond the somewhat elementary level of 

the work, as described. 

Dr KAUL said there was a growing interest in interpretation of the results 

obtained in mass X-ray photography programmes., particularly from the standpoint 

of comparisons in diagnosis. More detailed information would be given by one 

of his colleagues. 

Dr MAHLER (Tuberculosis) recalled that the Executive Board, at its twenty-

fifth session, had enlisted the assistance of the International Union against 

Tuberculosis with the object of obtaining an improved terminology and classification 

in tuberculosis, as a direct result of the concern expressed by the WHO Expert 

Committee on Tuberculosis that tuberculosis statistics were not comparable from 

country to country. One of the main features accounting for that concern was the 

unreliability of X-ray diagnosis of the disease. The International Union had 

reported to the Organization that, after a test-run based on film material 

collected in WHO-assisted projects, it was not possible to establish any etiological 

or activity diagnosis on the basis of radiological examination, and bacteriological 

proof was essential. 

A fairly recent issue of the WHO Bulletin contained a complete appraisal of 

WHO-assisted surveys in Africa, where the aim was to achieve a correlation between 

standard methods of tuberculin-testing, bacteriology and X-ray diagnosis. One 
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conclusion from that work, based on solid scientific grounds
5
 was that, where 

diagnosis was based on X-ray photo alone, four men might have to be treated for 

every active tuberculosis case and about ten women. Obviously, that 

unreliability in diagnosis was a matter of grave concern to countries that were 

barely able to support the cost of drug treatment for actual sufferers. 

The idea underlying the project in question was to assist the International 

Union in further studies, involving the collection and duplication of film 

material. The Technical Committee of the International Union and the WHO Expert 

Committee, at its last session, were fully agreed on the importance of elucidating 

the matter, partly because of the need from the statistical standpoint to 

establish valid comparisons and partly in order to reduce the existing high 

level of over-treatment for tuberculosis. 

Dr LAYTON said he was grateful for the information given. Although he knew 

nothing of the method of dealing with tuberculosis cases in Africa, it had always 

been his impression that the mass X-ray procedure was a screening one, aimed at 

detecting possible cases of the disease. If he had understood aright, there 

was seemingly a tendency to give treatment on the basis of the X-ray plate taken 

during screening and he would agree that that was a wasteful practice in terms of 

the use of drugs. He wondered, however, whether funds would not be more usefully 

employed in trying to find some way of bridging the gap between the mass X-ray 

screening procedure and the treatment, in terms of investigation of doubtful 

casesj by identifying the organisms or using some similar dependable procedure. 
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Dr MAHLER explained that, oyer the. past ten years^ WHO had in fact been laying 

stress on the importance of supplementary bacteriological procedures, and much work 

had been done under contractual technical services to develop a whole gamut of 

simplified techniques that would enable developing countries to train the needed 

auxiliary personnel in simple and inexpensive techniques. However, it was at the 

same time essential to demonstrate through research the unreliability of the practice 

of basing tuberculosis diagnosis solely on the X-ray plate. That malpractice had 

been widespread in developed countries as well, which accounted for the fact that no 

meaningful pronouncement was today possible on the epidemiological situation in many 

of those countries. Secondly, improvement of X-ray screening was still required, 

as it would be a costly procedure to submit ten cases to bacteriological examination 

when only two in fact needed that additional screening. The early results obtained 

by the International Union against Tuberculosis showed that, by arranging a new type 

of classes, it might be possible to get X-ray readings of a quality enabling the 

number of follow-up cases to be greatly reduced. 

Professe^ AUJALEU, referring to project. VPH 10), under Veterinary Public Health 

(page 470) asked how it was proposed to immunize wild animals against rabies. 

Dr ABDUSSALAM (Veterinary Public Health) said the word "immunization" was not 

intended to imply that the wild animals themselves would always be vaccinated directly. 

In certain cases where there was an overflew of rabies, e.g., from domestic dogs to 

wild cats, dog immunization might have an effect on incidence of rabies in wild 

animals. However a new technique had been evolved and was being used in Africas 
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the use of guns charged with bullets that discharged small amounts of vaccine into 

the bodies of wild animals. Large-scale use of that method had been suggested for 

the control of rinderpest in wild animals in parts of Africa• 

Professor AUJALEU said that he would be very glad to learn of the results 

obtained from the project in due course. 

Dr KAREPA-SMART asked for more information about project MCH 106, on the 

collection of human pituitary glands for research purposes. Governments had been 

asked to co-operate in the work and he would like to know whether any difficulties 

had been experienced in regard to collection of the material. 

Dr GRUNDY said that the project in question was one of many contained in the 

list that arose out of recommendations from various scientific groups that had 

considered different aspects of research in physiology of human reproduction• 

Considerable progress had already been made, mainly in investigation of the 

arrangements already in existence for the collection of human pituitary glands and 

the method of their collection. The intention was to extend collection to cover 

those parts of the world that were not making their own arrangements. It had been 

stressed in the preliminary negotiations that no action proposed to be taken by WHO 

would in any way conflict with the collection now being undertaken, particularly in 

the United States of .America, Canada and the United Kingdom• 
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The most practicable method of collection had apparently been agreed on: 

from fresh autopsies by preservation in acetone. In all likelihood, it would be 

necessary in the areas not already covered to make arrangements for collection 

with commercial firms. Approaches had been made but as yet the stage had not 

been reached where agreements with commercial firms could be entered into. 

Professor AUJALEU asked whether it would be in order, at that juncture, to 

take up the question of the transfer of posts from the Special Account for Medical 

Research to the regular- budget, which he had raised at the first meeting. He 

was concerned that the Organization should not find itself under a moral obligation 

to absorb staff recruited originally under voluntary funds, in the event of those 

funds running out. 

Dr LAYTON said he shared Professor Aujaleu's concern on that particular subject 

and would be interested to know, as one way of approach, how projects under 

voluntary funds were budgeted for, to ensure that funds would not run out after 

the first two to three years. In areas of work other than medical research, 

personnel had had to be transferred in the past to the regular budget because of 

non-availability of voluntary funds. He was wondering whether the method of 

budgeting provided for the full term of the project or whether the somewhat dubious 

practice was followed of financing for the first year only in the hope that further 

funds would be forthcoming to cover the remainder of the work, and thus sometimes 

necessitating transfers to the regular budget. The approach adopted should be 

such as to ensure that transfers of the kind would not be necessary. 



The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that shortness of funds had no bearing 

whatsoever on the transfer of posts from the Special Account for Medical Research 

to the regular budget. Such transfers were made advisedly, in pursuance of 

resolution VJHA12,17^ whereby the Health Assembly had decided that the medical 

research programme should be financed by making specific provisions in the regular 

budget， and evolved by stages, The establishment of the Special Account for 

Medical Research had been designed to supplement the provision made in the regular 

budget and contributing governments had not envisaged its indefinite continuance« 

Plainly, it was within the Standing Committee's competence to recommend to the 

Executive Board that as a general rule no commitments be made for projects under the 

Special Account for Medical Research where financing was not guaranteed to cover 

their life or at least a reasonable period of time. It should be noted, however^ 

that it was his firm intention to make proposals each year for an increase in the 

medical research appropriations under the regular budget and he saw no reason why-

he should not use part of that increase for absorbing worth-while projects previously 

financed from the Special Account. There would be no point, in his view, in 

dropping good projects in favour of starting afresh on others. Accordingly, there 

should be no firm rule in the matter. 

Professor AUJALEU ^aid that he was not•asking frг a strict" rule to be 

instituted. What he was anxious to avoid was that WHO should be faced with a 

moral obligation to absorb staff, even when it had no immediate use for them, simply 

because funds under the voluntary accounts had run out. It was clearly understood 

that the Director-General would gradually increase the budget provision for medical 

research, which would enable him to recruit additional staff， and that he would 

preferably find those staff from among persons that had already been engaged in research 

work for the Organization. 
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Dr LAYTON said that he too could subscribe wholeheartedly to the principle of 

continuing support for and absorption of worth-while research projects. It might 

clarify matters for the future if the Director-General would consider amplifying 

the statement in the budget volume to the effect that the activities under the 

Special Account for Medical Research would be implemented to the extent that funds 

became available under that account by adding: "with the understanding that as the 

research programme developed as directed by resolution WHA12.17 the Director-

General would from time to time absorb worth-while projects in the regular budget". 

Dr GRUNDY, amplifying his answer to Dr Evang's question regarding item 4.8.1(b), 

said he could now confirm that the investigation in question was into toxic 

substances arising as occupational hazards. At present, the study was limited 

"to lead, arsenic and mercury. The work was being undertaken through a WHO 

reference centre in Columbia University, in conjunction with seventeen collaborating 

laboratories. The purpose was threefold: to establish an international list of 

normal values of certain toxic substances in the human body, to evolve appropriate 

procedures for the work, and to establish an international list of threshold limits 

for maximum acceptable ("concentrations. 

Part II: Special Account for Community Water Supply (Official Records No. 1 3 8 , 
pp. 485-489)

 : 

There were no comments 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m. 
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DETAILED EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL
f

S PROPOSED 

PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1966, TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE 

TERMS OF RESOLUTION WHA5-62: Item 6.1 of the Agenda 

i
n
ter-regional and Other Programme Activities (Official Records No, 1)8, 

pp. 23^-255 and 4^2-460;~Document EBJ5/Af/wp/6/ para. 1.ЙЛ) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to resume its discussion on inter—regional and 

other programme activities, first taking up section 10, Vital and Health Statistics 

(Official Records Ыо> page 247). . 

There were no comments on sections 10， Vital and Health Statistics; 11， Dental 

Health; and 12, Social and Occupational Health. 

Referring to section 1J, Chronic and Degenerative Diseases， Dr LAYTON requested 

some further clarification regarding project CVD 11, Studies on rheumatic heart 

disease. It had been his understanding that the prophylaxis for that condition was 

virtually established and he therefore wished to know what was involved in the study. 

Dr GRUNDY, Assistant Director-General, said that he would answer the question in 

general terms after which he could, if technical details were required, call upon the 

chief of the technical unit in question to amplify his remarks. , 

As the Committee were well aware, rheumatic heart disease was still.a serious 

problem in many parts of the world although its incidence was greatly reduced in most 

affluent countries。 Chemoprophylaxis had been used in.a large number of countries 

but the results had not been satisfactorily evaluated. It was therefore proposed to 

carry out studies to establish the true incidence of acute juvenile rheumatism with 

cardiac involvement in children of school age and. to attempt to evaluate the effects 



of long-term administration of sulfonamides and antibiotics. Budgetary provision 

had been made so that such investigations could be carried out in two areas in 1965 

and it was planned to extend them to other areas in 1 9 6 6 . 

. • ‘ • • • . . . . . 

Dr LAYTON thanked Dr Grundy for his explanation• However, as, to his own 

knowledge, there was already in existence since 1951 or 1952 a long-term study on 

the prophylactic use of oral penicillin, the need for duplicating it with other 

similar studies was not apparent to him. 

Dr FEJFAR：(Cardiovascular Diseases) said that the Ш0 Expert Committee on the 

Prevention of Rheumatic Fever and Rheumatic Heart Disease， which had met eight years 

previously, had made it clear in a recommendation that rheumatic heart disease was 

to a large extent preventable. In 1963， when the Organization had started to 

evaluate the extent to which that recommendation had been enforced on a national 

level, it had discovered that in only a few countries had prevention of rheumatic 

fever been carried out on a national scale, although a number of studies had been 

implemented. The Organization had therefore decided to carry out studies in regions 

where rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart diseases were common, which would establish, 

first, the prevalence of the disease and> secondly, the efficiency of its prophylactic 

treatment. It was fashionable nowadays to treat rheumatic heart disease surgically, 

but it should be remembered that in the event prevention was cheaper than surgical 

cure. The Secretariat was now fully apprised of the world situation, and therefore 

wished to carry out further studies， not only on the prevalence of the disease, but 

also on the immunology and streptococci epidemiology. 



Dr EVANG commented, upon the extremely modest place occupied by section 14, 

Mental Health, bearing in mind its extreme importance. 

Dr GRUNDY said that the Committee would undoubtedly agree with Dr Evang. 

However, if members would review the subject in a year or two, they would probably 

find that the research programme in the field of mental health had developed. It 

was now only in its early stages, but it had been recognized as an important subject 

for a long time. The reason for its slow start was that only in the last few years 

had it become evident in just what manner the Organization could carry out concrete 

programmes in that field. The matter had been considered by an expert committee, a 

scientific group and the last meeting of the Advisory Committee on Research, which 

were all in general agreement that the following items should represent the 

Organization's main fields of action: first, the Organization should concentrate on 

the epidemiological aspects of research, and the clarification of terminology and 

diagnostic criteria; secondly, it should look into the administration of mental 

health services and the efficacy of different forms of therapy and, thirdly, it 

should give its attention to certain fundamental problems. The proposals in the 

budget volume represented provision to start the research itself in 1966， and the 

details of the form of operation of that research were under discussion. 

There were no comments on section 15, Nutrition, and section 16, Radiation and 

Isotopes. 

Referring to section 17，Environmental Health, the CHAIRMAN reminded the 

Committee that Dr Alan had requested an explanation regarding the resistance to 

insecticides that had developed in certain species of the anopheline mosquito. 



Mr WRIGHT (Vector Control) said that over the past few years WHO had undertaken 

an extensive evaluation of all the available insecticides. In so doing, it had had 

two aims : to find alternatives to those insecticides to which resistance had already 

developed, and to endeavour to foresee resistance and to develop compounds that could 

take the place of those currently in use^ should resistance occur. The Organization 

had made arrangements with forty-three manufacturing companies for the provision of 

samples of new insecticides, and had examined more than 1000 of them - that meant, in 

effect, that it had examined every compound available at present possessing insecti-

cidal activity. The examination was executed through a complex of laboratories in 

different countries of the world, and the effectiveness of the various compounds for 

the control of different species of insects of medical importance had been established. 

By judicious use of insecticides, one after the other, based upon genetic, 

biochemical and chemical information^ it was possible in some situations to keep ahead 

of resistance. In the case of the body louse, for example, it was possible to ensure 

control for a period of from fifteen to twenty years, due to the fact that the genetic 

structure of most of the louse populations was known and because five different 

effective and safe insecticides were available• 

As the question to which he was replying concerned malaria， he would address 

himself in more detail to that aspect of the matter• The investigations which had 

been carried out covered the chemistry, formulation, application and， very important, 

the toxicology of the different compounds. It was to be regretted that, of aîll the 

compounds examined, none had been found that could really take the place of DDT in 

malaria eradication as an indoor residual spray. That was because of the peculiar 

and very attractive characteristics of DDT. Nevertheless, eleven compounds had been 
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tested in the field under controlled conditions, and of those malathion, which was 

an organo-phosphorus compound， could perhaps take the place of DDT where the walls of 

the house were made of wood, thatch or some other substance of a cellulose base. 

Malathion had long persistency on such surfaces but did not on mud, in which it broke 

down very quickly, or on such surfaces as "tin or glass. Another compound, called 

DDVP or dichlorvos had also been tested. It differed from other compounds in that 

it was not applied to walls but was dispensed in the form of a vapour, the liberation 

of a small quantity of which every day killed all the mosquitos entering houses in 

some circumstances. However, it was found that dichlorvos was only effective in 

houses with restricted ventilation. Two of the best compounds tested were fenthion 

and the as yet unnamed 0MS15- The latter in fact, biologically speaking, could have 

taken the place of DDT but unfortunately it was slightly too toxic to be used in the 

field. However, it gave a vei-y good indication of a line to be followed for that 

group oí‘ in.4ochiniíir..4, mid pffoists were now being made to find compounds of the same 

сЬсшто.-il 只г.олр with the яато bioToRical effectiveness to the insect but with a much 

i‘n.m、d toxicity to man. Fenthion also proved to be too toxic for use in the field. 

Certain governments deserved thanks for the very careful trials which they had carried 

out with fenthion and which had proved that it could not be put to general use. 

However, the Expert Committee on Toxicology had stated that in an emergency fenthion 

could effectively be substituted for DDT but governments so doing would have to 

realize clearly the potential hazards involved. They were not high but they did 

exist. The compound could be used in agriculture without danger but the difference 

between agriculture and public health was that in the latter the compound was taken 



into man's habitation. Two other compounds were undergoing tests at the moment 

and one - OMS45 - had been through all the preliminary trials. It was an organo-

phosphorus compound and the Division of Malaria Eradication was currently carrying 

out an extensive trials with it in Northern Nigeria to determine whether it could 

interrupt transmission of malaria or not. It was too early to know the results of 

this work but the indications were that there could be guarded optimism about 0MS4J 

having a role to play in malaria eradication. Finally, there was a compound called 

OMS53 which was a carbamate and a cholinesterase depressant but of a different 

structure from the organo-phosphorus compound. 0MSJ3 showed good.promise and so 

far had displayed no toxic symptoms to man. It also appeared to have the ability 

to persist on mud wall surfaces, probably‘due to the fact that it was a crystalline 

compound whilst the organo-phosphorus compounds were liquid in their technical form. 

Apart from the compounds mentioned, there were one hundred or more at different 

stages of examination in the scheme, some of which showed great promise. It was 

to be hoped that any emergency that might arise could be met by the existing compounds 

and that in the years to come new materials would be found which would really take 

the place of those currently in use, without danger to man or animal. 

Dr ALAN thanked the Secretariat for the interesting and useful information 

given. He was impressed to hear of the work carried out on insecticides and 

reassured to know that it was so far advanced that a result could toe expected in the 

near future. 

Dr LAYTON wished to be associated with the expression of thanks made by 

D r
 Aian. The programme-oriented research referred to typified the work that should 

receive priority in the Organization. 



Under Projects CWS 3 , Testing of new water supply materials (page 251), there 

w a s
 a reference to plastic pipe and fittings. Manufacturers themselves presumably 

subjected such materials to exhaustive tests of their efficiency and durability and 

for that reason he wished to know exactly what was involved. 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, said that the development of plastic pipes 

specifically - which was only one of the elements of development in that field.-

w a s
 of importance to the Organization, particularly where economic water supplies 

for smaller communities were concerned. It was perhaps true that in certain 

instances some of the pipe had already been +ested and used, but not in those areas 

where the Organization might require them, particularly the tropical areas of 

developing countries. He would call upon Mr Bierstein to give an account of the 

objectives and the research being carried out. 

Mr BIERSTEIN (Community Water Supply) said that the use of plastic pipe was 

being considered by many countries for obvious reasons, but chiefly because of its 

ability to resist corrosion and its economic installation costs. The Organization 

was concerning itself with plastic pipe for reasons both of economy and of public 

health. In the manufacture of plastic pipe certain plasticisers were used, 

employing heavy metals which could be released by the pipe and fittings in the 

transport of potable water. In certain countries standards had been established and 

regulations drawn up so that danger to public health could be avoided. The problem, 

however, was a worldwide one, for it was probable that in the near future plastic 

pipe and fittings would be produced in many countries• It was therefore felt that 

there should be an investigation as to the method of testing plastic pipe and 



fittings from a public health standpoint and that, eventually, suggested international 

standards should be drawn up and published together with methods for the regulation 

of the manufacture and distribution of such pipe. Ultimately, of course, the 

responsibility would fall upon the individual country, but the Organization would 

in effect provide suggested standards as it had done for drinking water. 

Chemical coagulant aids were also becoming increasingly popular and at the recent 

International Water Supply Congress, held in June 1964 in Stockholm, it had been 

suggested that WHO should interest itself in the public health aspects of that water 

treatment material. 

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, Dr LAYTON said that he was not entirely satisfied, by 

the answer given. It was difficult to understand how a reputable manufacturer 

would market a plastic pipe which had what appeared to be inherent dangers. 

The CHAIRMAN said that in the long list of research projects given under section 

17, there was only one reference to air pollution (EP 5, page 250) and that was only 

concerned with nomenclature and units of measurement. He would therefore like to 

know if any further information had been obtained regarding the dangers and 

undesirability of air pollution^ particularly that resulting from diesel fumes. 

Mr PAVANELLO (Environmental Pollution) said that the appearance under section 17 

of a research project should not lead members to think that it was the Organization's 

only activity in air pollution. Other activities in that field had been described 

in the previous budget volume and in the reports of the Symposium on Air Quality 



Standards and of the expert committee held in 196). Following those meetings a set 

of recommendations had been drawn up which the Organization was endeavouring to 

implement as and when funds became available. The first and most important 

recommendation which was made by both the Symposium and the Expert Committee was 

the need for uniformity in measuring air pollution. In fact, information had 

proved that in many countries "there was a vast amount of data measuring carbon 

monoxide, dust, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide but the methods of measurement 

were usually not comparable. That was the reason for the inclusion of project 

EP 3 in section 17. It would be initiated in 1965 by the preparation of a complete 

review of the available methods for measuring air pollution which would be widely 

circulated and, it was to be hoped, agreed upon later. 

So far as the specific problem of diesel fumes was concerned, the matter was 

of great interest to many countries, who wrote to the Organization asking for its 

guidance. Diesel smoke could in fact be prevented and was not as dangerous as other 

emissions from motor vehicles. With the information at its disposal the Organization 

was planning to compile a report which would serve as a guide for countries that 

suffered from the problem acutely; it was hoped that the report would be produced 

within the year. 

Referring to section 18,, Education and Training, Dr TURBOTT said that he noticed 

that only $ 3000 had been allocated to project EMAS 1, Exchange of Teaching Personnel, 

although it was a most important technical service from the Organization. He would 

like to know what had been accomplished. 



D r
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D r
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to everybody, the Committee did not know to whom the money would go, which was rather 

curious considering that the essence of medical research was the choice of laboratory 

or of research worker. Secondly, the objectives of the research itself were not 

really known; the reason for that, as it had been rightly stated at the Committee's 

meeting the previous day, was that as research developed so rapidly it was difficult 

to establish its exact objectives. Thirdly, the time the research would take was 

not known. •Furthermore, the Committee was ignorant of the results achieved with 

the money that
: :
ihey had allocated. Naturally, the Organization was free to use the 

money so allocated as it saw fit and he was fully confident that it would maintain 

the necessary supervision. 

However, it might be advisable if the procedure could be amended so that when 

the Committee approved the budget for medical research, it would also be informed 

of the research projects to which the money had been allocated. It was quite 

possible that sums were being handed to certain laboratories which did not have the 

confidence of members, particularly where a member's own country was concerned. 

Would it not therefore be possible, first, to know more precisely where the money 

went, and secondly for the Executive Board to be informed from time to time of the 

results achieved in research? It would not be necessary： to have the results of all 

the 150 research projects, listed in the budget but merely to have an idea of what 

had been done with the money together with the precise results achieved with a given 

sum allocated to research. 



Mr BLANC (Pharmaceuticals) said that the preparatory work on specifications 

for quality control of pharmaceutical preparations on the market in most countries 

would lead to the publication of a second edition of the International Pharmacopoeia• 

That edition had been in preparation for several years； on 28 October 1964 its 

provisional text, amounting to some 1100 pages, had been sent to Member States which, 

in a covering letter from the Director-General, were requested to study the proposed 

specifications and to submit their comments within three months from that date. 

The Secretariat would study those comments together with other questions still pending 

in the months to come. During the summer of 19^5 a text could then be sent to the 

Division of Editorial and Reference Services for printing; proofs would be 

submitted to the specialists and the final version of the second edition of the 

International Pharmacopoeia would be ready in 1966. Furthermore, in order that 

the analysts could carry out their work on as sure a basis as possible, a volume of 

specifications had been prepared, after many years of work, for reagents used in 

tests and assays in the specifications of the International Pharmacopoeia for 

pharmaceutical quality control. 

He would take that opportunity of mentioning that it was the duty of the 

international centre for reference chemical substances in Stockholm, to which 

reference was made in project PHARM 1 (page 252), to prepare standards for certain 

pharmaceutical substances which were difficult to characterize. Those reference 

chemicals could be distributed gratis to national laboratories in the various 

countries for the quality control of pharmaceutical preparations• 



Dr NOVGORODCEV endorsed the comments of Professor Aujaleu. The question 

raised concerning WHO' s valuable research programme - which was of very wide scope 

and covered many aspects of the field of health - made it clear that the Standing 

Committee should scrutinize carefully the institutes entrusted with the various 

items of research. The selection should not be the responsibility of a small 

number of people: it should be considered by the Executive Board and should involve 

such questions as whether the work should be confined to one region or spread over 

a number of interested regions. 

On the question of information, WHO'S work was equally important and 

comprehensive and many valuable publications had been issued on such subjects as 

insecticides. What was wanted in addition, however, was more information of a 

general nature in the form of summaries of scientific work carried out by the 

different scientific centres, for the information of Member States. Such information 

would be particularly useful to national health authorities as a means of 

comparison with work in other parts of the world. 

Dr KAREFA-SMART had some difficulty in understanding the points made by 

Professor Aujaleu. Unless the Standing Committee wished to express a lack of 

confidence in the members of the Secretariat responsible for research activities, he 

did not see how it could say that because a particular summary did not specify the 

names and qualifications of research workers and institutes, the members of the 

Standing Committee did not possess, the necessary information. For any member of 

the Executive Board or any other person interested, the Organization's files 

contained information on all the matters that would certainly have been investigated 

before any money was laid out on research activities. It could not therefore be 



said that the Board did not know who was doing research. It was difficult, 

particularly in view of the frequent complaints concerning the use of the 

Organization
1

s resources, to envisage how full details on all research activities 

could be made available, since it would undoubtedly involve an expenditure of 

thousands of dollars. Quite apart from the cost, complaints were constantly being 

made over the volume of papers produced; and. if the Standing Committee asked for 

full information on each of the numerous items included in research to be circulated, 

he for one would not have time to read it with the care he would wish to give to 

such documentation• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL appreciated the problems of certain members of the 

Executive Board and the Standing Committee and assured them that there would be 

no difficulty in providing a list of the reference centres and institutions receiving 

grants, on the lines indicated by Professor Aujaleu. It would be difficult, 

however, to state in January 1965 to whom grants would be given in 1966. 

Negotiations could not be started until the Assembly had approved the budget and 

premature arrangements which later had to be modified would undoubtedly cause ill 

feeling. 

There were, of course, a number of continuing projects where the recipients 

of grants in 1966 were known because the activity was continuing for a certain 

number of years, and it would be possible to provide a list of all research 

institutes in relationship with WHO, for each small grant involved an agreement by 

an exchange of letters with the institute concerned. 



To sum up, the Secretariat could provide a complete list for 196斗，a 

reasonable list for 1965 and a list of continuing activities for 1966. In addition, 

the Board would be receiving a periodic report on the progress of the research 

programme of the kind presented at the previous January session. That report, which 

was later submitted to the Assembly, covered the Organization
1

s work in the research 

field over a period of five years, and gave an indication of the direction of the 

research activities being stimulated by the Organization. 

He also recalled the periodical review by the Advisory Committee on 

Medical Research, comprising eighteen eminent scientists, which met annually in 

Geneva. That Committee made a review of the entire research programme every three 

or five years； and an annual review of one or two individual subjects. It would 

be a simple matter to provide the Executive Board with information similar to that 

provided for the Advisory Committee on Medical Research. The Secretariat would 

also be ready to provide full information on past, present and future activities on 

any particular subject on request. The Standing Committee had already heard a 

summary statement on insecticides but it was impossible to do justice to the 

subject in such a short time. 

If the Standing Committee wished for a review of one or even two subjects each 

year, there would be no difficulty. It would be impossible, however, for the Board 

to deal with complete information on every subject at one time without greatly 

increasing the length of its session. It would be easier and more productive to 

analyse the most important ones. 

If the Standing Committee wished to select one or two subjects immediately he 

would give a ninety per cent, guarantee - because of possible absence of some staff -

of producing full details the following week either on paper or by means of the staff 

member concerned addressing the meeting and answering any questions. He assured the 



Standing Committee that full information on medical research was available: the 

difficulty was publishing it. The programme when presented to the Advisory 

Committee on Medical Research had already been analysed by one or more of the 

scientific groups. Despite increasing requests from all over the world, however, it 

was impossible to publish the reports of the scientific groups and he had been 

obliged to take a firm stand and publish only the ones of exceptional and universal 

importance. 

Professor GERl6" said that even after hearing the Director-General's comments, he 

f o m d the views of Professor Aujaleu extremely interesting. It was important for 

the Executive Board to be informed on the method of selecting research laboratories 

and engaging research workers. There was no question of any lack of confidence in 

the Director-General, but if it were better informed, the Board might help to improve 

working methods by assisting the administration in the task of choosing laboratories 

and finding research workers from different countries. 

Professor AUJALEU thanked the Director-General for his comprehensive reply and 

assured him that his comments in no way implied any lack of confidence. He was sure 

the Director-General could clarify the situation a little more, for it was a little 

awkward to think that two million dollars had been given for research and nobody knew 

exactly where the money had gone. The Direсtor-General had stated that it would be 

difficult to name laboratories before the budget had been approved, but the names of 

countries where projects were to be undertaken were always stated before the budget was 

voted. He appreciated that it might not be possible to say which laboratory would 

be concerned in a project two years hence, but at least it should be possible to 

state which laboratories had received grants in past years and at the same time to give 
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some idea of the results achieved. It was true that there had been a general report 

on achievements in research but it gave no indication of the achievements of 

particular laboratories in relation to the total number receiving grants. He was 

sure that the Director-General was ready to help the Standing Committee to fulfil 

its task, and he did not entirely agree with Dr Karefa-Smart as to the excessive cost 

of the information that had been asked for. He noted that $ 110 000 was allocated 

for auditing expenditure, and if an additional $ 2000 or $ J>000 were required for 

including the names of laboratories or providing an information paper, it would not 

seem excessive. 

• Dr EVANG thought that WHO might usefully follow the same procedure as national 

research councils. In the case of projects covering a period of three, four or five 

years progress reports were called for and if they were not satisfactory the 

possibility of discontinuing the project was discussed. Experience in national 

activities showed that great flexibility was needed. In some cases the entire project 

could be envisaged from beginning to end; in others it was impossible to see how a 

project would develop, particularly if it was a new venture. He would therefore 

prefer to avoid any procedure that would limit flexibility. He was also strongly 

opposed to equitable geographic distribution in the present context, for science was 

a field in which that principle should never be applied. He could not see that there 

was any difficulty, for with some 200 projects available it was up to Member governments 

to inform the Director-General if they had any useful contribution in personnel or 

institutes - as indeed he was sure was being done already - and the Director-General 

would thus have a wide field for selection. 



The CHAIRMAN asked if the Standing Committee wished to request the Director-

General to supply the information asked for by Professor Aujaleu, supported by 

several other members. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed that he would be able to supply a list of grants 

by WHO and of laboratories working with the Organization. 

Dr TURBOTT appreciated Professor Aujaleu* s wish to know more about what was 

i 

going on. He himself had often felt inhibited in questioning programmes which were 

presented as already examined and approved by the Director-General and by experts, but 

at the same time it was important for members of the Standing Committee and the Executive 

Board to feel that they could exercise their own judgement in carrying out their task. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he was prepared to provide reviews for submission 

to the Executive Board of any subjects indicated on which more information was required. 

He would be glad to provide a complete review of the programme - subject to the ninety 

per cent, guarantee he had already mentioned - if members of the Board were prepared to 

stay another two weeks in which to study it. There was no question of any unwillingness ̂  

on the part of the Secretariat. 

He regretted what seemed to be a misunderstanding by Dr Turbott• Any possible 

over-emphasis of the high quality, of experts could only have been to indicate that the 

Secretariat had endeavoured to obtain the best advice available. 

Dr LA.YT0N said he was somewhat apprehensive at the thought of an additional two 

weeks. He had found himself immediately in sympathy with Professor Aujaleu when he 

introduced the topic, in view of the difficulty for members of approving a blanket 

allocation of $ 100 000 - a substantial sum - for a research project• Nevertheless, he 



recognized that there were difficulties in reconciling the procedure of the Executive 

Board in terms of the budget for the operation of the Organization and the matter of 

research studies and their promotion and control. As an alternative to remaining an 

additional two weeks, he suggested that the Director-General, having careful regard to 

the discussion that had taken place, should endeavour to find methods of solving the 

problem of providing the essential information to meet the requirements of the Executive 

Board and the Standing Committee but without providing large, costly and time-consuming 

documents. 

Professor AUJALEU asked if the Director-General could provide - not necessarily 

for the coming session of the Executive Board, but for a later session - a list of 

七he laboratories which had been given grants during the past year and an account of the 

results obtained during the few preceding years. The Board would then be fully 

informed not only of past achievements but also of past errors to be avoided in the 

future, and would thus be better able to help the Organization in choosing subjects 

for» research arid the laboratories to carry them out. 

The CHAIRMAN asked if the Standing Committee agreed to request the following 

information from the Director-General: a list of laboratories which had already 

received research grants (as agreed to by the Director-General); and at some future 

date a list of laboratories and a summary of achievements on the lines indicated by 

Professor Aujaleu. 

It was so agreed. 



The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the section on Collaboration with other 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ( O f f i c i a l R e c o r d s Ш . I38， p a g e 25斗）• 

Dr KAREPA-SMART, referring to item (c) of the projects under Public Health 

Administration, concerning Liaison with the Economic Commission for Africa (Public 

Health Personnel), said that the Organization of African Unity (OAU) had recently 

formed a Commission on Health to be responsible for co-ordinating health activities 

for the whole continent. He asked if the Director-General had considered whether 

liaison with the Organization of African Unity would be more comprehensive than that 

with the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the Economic Commission for Africa involved 

three of WHO
1

s Regions - the Eastern Mediterranean, the African and the European, and 

a need was felt for liaison with that body. Nevertheless, the OAU headquarters were 

in the same place as the ECA headquarters and there had already been consultations 

between WHO and OAU on the question of working relations• 

The C H A I R M A N drew attention to document E B ) 5 / A F / W P / 9 , which had been distributed 

in response to a question concerning sales of publications• He suggested that it 

should be incorporated in the report to the Executive Board. 

Professor AUJAIMJ said that he had asked for the information in order to 

ascertain whether a reasonable amount was spent on publicity in proportion to receipts 

from sales. He was satisfied with the answer. 

It was agreed to include document EB35/AF/WP/9 in the Standing Committee's 

report to the Executive Board• 



The CHAIRMAN invited the Assistant Director-General to reply to an earlier 

• . - • ^ . .... ‘ 

question by Dr layton concerning the grant to the Council for International Organizationi 

of Medical Sciences (CIOMS), details of which appeared on pages 23 and 80 of the draft 

programme and budget. 

1
. ' . • •. . • • • . 圓 . . ' . . . . -

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the gi?ant to CIOMS had been 

considered by the Board and the Assembly ever since WHO had started to support the 

Council. Reports had been asked for and received periodically on relations, the 

progress of work, and the amounts of subventions by WHO and UNESCO. The latest 

report was the one submitted to the twenty-sixth session of the Board, in connexion 

with its examination of the draft programme and budget for 1962； it was referred to 

in Official Records No. 107. The report in question contained Information on. the 

nature- of the Council's work and details of subventions received which were as follows: 

in each of the years 1950, 1951 and 1952, $ 35 200; in 1953, $ 29 000; in 195斗 and 
. . ‘ . 二 , : ” . ; • • . . , , : • : 

1955， $ 25 000; and in 1956, $ 20 000. The subvention had continued at $ 20 000 until 

the present time. 

With regard to UNESCO, the last general conference (autumn 1964) had decided to 

discontinue the grant as from 1966 and replace it by an arrangement which he understood 

was current in UNESCO for special contracts for specific, activities sponsored by 

CIOMS. Meanwhile UNESCO continued to provide office space to the Council, 

representing about $ 3500 a year. In other words, UNESCO was converting a subvention 

of $ 25 000 a year to a contractual arrangement beginning in 1966. In connexion with 

Dr Layton's reference to resolution WHA2.5, he would add that CIOMS had substantially 

increased its own resources, but that without the subventions from UNESCO and WHO it 

would not have-been able to continue the activities in which WHO had an interest. 



Dr LAYTON said that he had been primarily interested in two points in the 

resolution: the optimism expressed on the possibility of CIOMS eventually 

becoming financially independent；and the need for arrangements for co-operation 

to be reviewed every year. He did not fully understand the implications of 

UNESCO
f

s action. But if WHO
f

s contribution - which did not appear unprofitable -

was to be continued, it was important for relations to be reviewed from year to 

year • 

Dr EVANG asked what were the Council
f

s main financial resources other than 

the subventions from WHO and UNESCO. 

Mr SIEGEL replied that they were a combination of dues from members and small 

subventions from foundations• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL added that the type of membership had recently been 

changed and there were not two categories: international associations and, since 

1961， national associations. The change was one of the reasons for the increase 

in resources• 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Standing Committee had completed its examination 

of the regional programme. 

Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion (Official Records No. 1J>8, pp. 463-507) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General^ stated that the programmes included 

under the various sub-accounts comprising the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion 

were designed with a view to stimulating voluntary contributions and would be 

carried out only to the extent that such contributions became available• 



A list of the various sub-accounts was given on page 46) of the budget volume 

A separate report was being submitted to the Executive Board on the status of 

contributions to the sub-accounts^ together with an account of fund-raising 

activities undertaken by the Director-General in compliance with Health Assembly 

and Executive Board resolutions. 

As a matter of financing policy^ the Secretariat endeavoured to set aside 

sufficient funds to ensure that a specific project, once started^ could be carried 

through to completion without having to seek funds from another source. 

Part 工： Special Account for Medical Research (Official Records No. 1)8， 
pp. 464-484) 

Dr EVANG asked if he might be given some idea of the scope of the proposed 

consultant work to review the current studies on both sampling and analytical 

procedures for the estimation of certain toxic substances in the human body 

(item 4.8.1(b)). The field was a broad one and he would like to know whether 

the studies were related in any way to the chemical environment in which human 

beings were living today. 

Dr GRUNDY, Assistant Director-General, confirmed that the studies related to 

occupational chemical hazards• Generally^ WHO was seeking to establish, through 

a group of laboratories in contractual relations with it, normal concentrations of 

toxic substances in the body. He would be able to give a more detailed answer 

later in the discussion. 



Dr LAYTON asked for some further information on project ТВ 109， diagnostic 

interpretation of chest X-ray shadows, included under the section on assistance 

to research and other technical services (page 斗68)• He would have thought that 

radiologists would have progressed well beyond the somewhat elementary level of 

the work, as described. 

Dr KAUL said there was a growing interest in interpretation of the results 

obtained in mass X-ray photography programmes， particularly from the standpoint 

of comparisons in diagnosis. More detailed information would be given by one 

of his colleagues. 

Dr MAHLER (Tuberculosis) recalled that the Executive Board, at its twenty-

fifth session, had enlisted the assistance of the International Union against 

Tuberculosis with the object of obtaining an improved terminology and classification 

in tuberculosis, as a direct result of the concern expressed by the WHO Expert 

Committee on Tuberculosis that tuberculosis statistics were not comparable from 

• ‘ • • 

country to country. One of the main features accounting for that concern was the 

unreliability of X-ray diagnosis of the disease• The International Union had 

reported to the Organization that, after a test-run based on film material 

collected in WHO-assisted projects, it was not possible to establish any etiological 

or activity diagnosis on the basis of radiological examinatiorb and bacteriological 

proof was essential. 

A fairly recent issue of the WHO Bulletin contained a complete appraisal of 

WHO-assisted surveys in Africa, where the aim was to achieve a correlation between 

standard methods of tuberculin-testing, bacteriology and X-ray diagnosis. One 



conclusion from that work, based on solid scientific grounds, was that, where 

diagnosis was based on X-ray photo alone, four men might have to be treated for 

every active tuberculosis case and about ten women. Obviously, that 

unreliability in diagnosis was a matter of grave concern to countries that were 

barely able to support the cost of drug treatment for actual sufferers. 

The idea underlying the project in question was to assist the International 

Union in further studies, involving the collection and duplication of film 

material. The Technical Committee of the International Union and the WHO Expert 

Committee, at its last session, were fully agreed on the importance of elucidating 

the matter, partly because of the need from the statistical standpoint to 

establish valid comparisons and partly in order to reduce the existing high 

level of over-treatment for tuberculosis• 

Dr LAYTON said he was grateful for the information given. Although he knew 

nothing of the method of dealing with tuberculosis cases in Africa, it had always 

been his impression that the mass X-ray procedure was a screening one, aimed at 

detecting possible cases of the disease. If he had understood aright^ there 

was seemingly a tendency to give treatment on the basis .of the .X-ray plate taken 

during screening and he would agree that that was a wasteful practice in terms of 

the use of drugs• He wondered, however, whether funds would not be more usefully 

employed in trying to find some way of bridging the gap between the mass X-ray 

screening procedure and the treatment, in terms of investigation of doubtful 

cases, by identifying the organisms or using some similar dependable procedure. 



Dr MAHLER explained that, over the past ten years, WHO had in fact been 

laying stress on the importance of supplementary bacteriological procedures, and 

much work had been done under contractual technical services to develop a whole 

gamut of simplified techniques that would enable developing countries to train 

the needed auxiliary personnel in simple and inexpensive techniques. However, 

it was at the same time essential to demonstrate through research the unreliability 

of the malpractice of basing tuberculosis diagnosis solely on the X-ray plate. 

That malpractice had been widespread in developed countries as well, which accounted 

for the fact that no meaningful pronouncement was today possible on the 

epidemiological situation in many of those countries. Secondly, improvement of 

X-ray screening was still required, as it would be a costly procedure to submit 

ten cases to bacteriological examination when only two in fact needed that additional 

screening. The early results obtained by the International Union against 

Tuberculosis showed that, by arranging a new type of classes, it might be possible 

to get X-ray readings of a quality enabling the number of follow-up cases to be 

greatly reduced. 

Professor AUJALEU, referring to project VPH 10)， under Veterinary Public 

Health (page 470) asked hov/ it was proposed to immunize wild animals for rabies. 

Dr ABDÜSSALAM (Veterinary Public Health) said there was no question of attempting 

direct vaccination of wild animals. In certain cases where there was an overflow 

of rabies, e.g., from domestic dogs to wild animals, dog immunization might have 

an effect on incidence of rabies in the latter. Furthermore, a new technique had 

been evolved and was being extensively used in immobilizing wild animals in Africa: 



the use of guns charged with bullets that discharged small amounts of vaccine into 

the bodies of wild animals. Alternatively, immobilized animals could be 

vaccinated with a syringe. Large-scale use of that method had been suggested for 

the control of the rinderpest in wild animals in parts of Africa• 

Professor AUJALEU said that he would be very glad to learn of the results 

obtained from the project in due course. 

Dr KAREFA-SMART asked for more information about project MCH 106, on the 

collection of human pituitary glands for research purposes. Governments had been 

asked to co-operate in the work and he would like to know whether any difficulties 

had been experienced in regard to collection of the material. 

Dr GRUNDY, Assistant director-General, said that the project in question was 

one of many contained in the list that arose out of recommendations from various 

scientific groups that had considered different aspects of research in physiology 
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of human reproduction. Considerable progress had already been made, mainly in 

investigation of the arrangements already in existence for the collection of human 

pituitary glands and the method of their collection. The intention was to extend 

collection to cover those parts of the world that ware not making their own 

arrangements. It had been stressed in the preliminary negotiations that no action 

proposed to be taken by WHO would in any way conflict with the collection now being 

undertaken, particularly in the United States of America, Canada and the United 

Kingdom• 



The most practicable method of collection had apparently been agreed on: 

from fresh autopsies by preservation in acetone. In all likelihood， it would be 

necessary in the areas not already covered to make arrangements for collection 

with commercial firms. Approaches had been made but as yet the stage had not 

been reached where agreements with commercial firms could be entered into. 

Professor AUJALEU asked whether it would be in order, at that juncture, to 

take up the question of the transfer of posts from the Special Account for Medical 

Research to the regular budget, which he had raised at the first meeting. He 

was concerned that the Organization should not find itself under a moral obligation 

to absorb staff recruited originally under voluntary funds, in the event of those 

furds running out. 
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Dr LAYTON said he shared Professor Aujaleu
1

s concern on that particular subject 

and would be interested to know, as one way of approach, how projects under 

voluntary funds were budgeted for, to ensure that funds would not run out after 

the first two to three years. In areas of work other than medical research， 

personnel had had to be transferred in the past to the regular budget because of 

non-availability of voluntary funds. He was wondering whether the method of 

budgeting provided for the full term of the project or whether the somewhat dubious 

practice was followed of financing for the first year only in the hope that further 

funds would be forthcoming to cover the remainder of the work, and thus sometimes 

necessitating transfers to the regular budget• The approach adopted should be 

such as to ensure that transfers of the kind would not be necessary. 



The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that shortness of funds had no bearing 

whatsoever on .the transfer of posts from the Special Account for Medical Research 

to the
1

 regular budget. Such transfers were made advisedly, in pursuance of 

resolution ША12.17, whereby the Health Assembly had decided that the medical 

research programme should be financed by making specific provisions in the regular 

budget, and evolved by stages. The establishment of the Special Account for 

Medical Research had been designed to supplement the provision made in the regular 

budget and contributing governments had not envisaged its indefinite continuance. 

Plainly, it was within the Standing Committee's competence to recommend to the 
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Executive Board that as a general rule no commitments be made for projects under the 

Special Account for Medical Research where financing was not guaranteed to cover 

their life or at least a reasonable period of time. It should be noted, however, 

that it was his firm intention to make proposals each year for an increase in the 

medical research appropriations under the regular budget and he saw no reason why 

he should not use part of that increase for absorbing worth-while projects previously 

financed from the Special Account. There would be no point, in his view, in 

dropping good projects in favour of starting afresh on others. Accordingly, there 

should be no firm rule in the matter. 

Professor AUJALEU said that he was not asking for a strict rule to be 

instituted. What he was anxious to avoid was that WHO should be faced with a 

moral obligation to absorb staff, even when it had no immediate use for them, simply 

because funds under the voluntary accounts had run out. It was clearly understood 

that the Director-General would gradually increase the budget provision for medical 

research, which would enable him to recruit additional staff, and that he would 

preferably find those staff from among persons that had already been engaged in research 

work for the Organization. 



Dr LAYTON said that he too could subscribe wholeheartedly to the principle of 

continuing support for and absorption of worth-while research projects. It might 

clarify matters for the future if the Director-General would consider amplifying 

the statement in the budget volume to the effect that the activities under the 

Special Account for Medical Research would be implemented to the extent that funds 

became available under that account by adding: "with the understanding that as the 

research programme developed as directed by resolution WHA12.17 the Director-

General would from time to time absorb worth-while projects in the regular budget". 

Dr GRUNDY, amplifying his answer to Dr Evang's question regarding item 4.8.1(b), 

said he could now confirm that the investigation in question was into toxic 

substances arising as occupational hazards. At present, the study was limited 

to lead, arsenic and mercury. The work was being undertaken through a WHO 

reference centre in Columbia University, in conjunction with seventeen collaborating 

laboratories. The purpose was threefold: to establish an international list of 

normal values of certain toxic substances in the human body, to evolve appropriate 

procedures for the work, and to establish an international list of threshold limits 

for maximum acceptable concentrations. 
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There were no comments. 

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m. 


