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1 . Opening of the session 

2. Address by the retiring Chainnan 

3. Election of new officers: Chainnan, Vice-Chainnan and Rapporteurs 

4. Address by the incoming Chainnan 

5. Adoption of the agenda 

WPRlRC44/1 

6. Address by the Director-General 

7. Nomination of the Regional Director 

WPRlRC44/2 

This item will be considered in a closed meeting at 2:30 p.m. on Monday, 
13 September 1993. This is in accordance with Rule 51 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional 
Committee for the Western Pacific. 

8. Report of the Regional Director 

WPRlRC44/3 

The Regional Director's report to the Regional Committee this year is a long one, covering 
the period 1 July 1991 - 30 June 1993. This is in accordance with resolution WPRlRC27.RS, which 
authorizes the Regional Director to issue a short report in even-numbered years covering significant 
matters and developments from 1 July of the preceding year to 30 June of that year; and, in 
odd-numbered years, a comprehensive report on the work of WHO during the preceding two years. 
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As usual, there are many technical subjects on the agenda of the Regional Committee. 
Representatives are encouraged to comment freely during the discussions of the individual agenda 
items rather than on the relevant sections of the Regional Director's report. 

9. Programme budget, 1992-1993: Budget perfonnance (interim report) 

WPRlRC44/4 

This report has been prepared in compliance with Regional Committee resolution 
WPRlRC30.R3, to show the interim implementation of programmes. The information contained in 
the document is presented under the programme classification of the Eighth General Programme of 
Work. 

The figures in this report are derived from the monitoring records for each project activity 
as at 31 May 1993, covering the expenditures incurred for the period 1 January 1992 to 
31 May 1993. The overall rate of implementation in monetary terms, as at 31 May 1993, was 79%. 
It is expected that the budget will be fully utilized by the end of 1993. 

The Regional Committee is asked to consider this document prior to the final report on 
budget perfonnance 1992-1993 that will be presented to the Regional Committee at its forty-fifth 
session next year. Discussions on the final implementation can take place at that time. 

10. AIDS 

10,1 Annual report on AIDS, including sexually transmitted diseases 

WPRlRC44/S 

In accordance with resolution WPRlRC38.R5 adopted by the Regional Committee at its 
thirty-eighth session, the Regional Director submits an annual report on AIDS, including sexually 
transmitted diseases. During the forty-third session of the Committee in 1992, a more 
comprehensive report was requested by the Representative from the United States. As a result, this 
year's report contains not only an epidemiological overview of the AIDS and sexually transmitted 
diseases situation in the Region, but also the history, development and future directions of the 
programme. 

Attention is drawn in particular to the trends in the transmission and spread of HIY and 
other sexually transmitted diseases, and the action WHO is taking in collaboration with the Member 
States. In addition, note should be taken of the future direction and plans for the prevention and 
control of HIY I AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. Consideration of the application of 
the data to particular country/area situations will be important. 

The Member States are asked to assess the progress that has been achieved so far and 
recommend further directions to be pursued. Increased political commitment from Member States is 
vital in the prevention and control of AIDS. A resolution confirming support for the approaches 
taken and endorsing future directions is anticipated. 
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10.2 Global Programme on AIDS: Membership of the Management Committee 

WPRlRC44/6 

The Regional Committee, at its forty-fourth session, will select a Member State to replace 
the Republic of Korea. The new term of office will commence on 1 January 1994 for a period of 
three years. 

11. Eradication of poliomyelitis in the Region: Progress report 

WPRlRC4417 

In May 1988, the Forty-first World Health Assembly adopted a resolution on global 
eradication of poliomyelitis by the year 2000. 

In September 1988, the Regional Committee, at its thirty-ninth session, adopted resolution 
WPRlRC39.RI5 on poliomyelitis eradication in the Region by the year 1995. The resolution 
requested the Regional Director to present a progress report on poliomyelitis in 1990. 

At its forty-first session in 1990, the Regional Committee, noting the intensified efforts of 
Member States, WHO and other partners, requested such reports to be made annually (resolution 
WPRlRC41. R5). 

It is hoped that the Regional Committee will adopt a resolution which reiterates the Member 
States' commitment to eradication, with the corresponding commitment to conduct supplementary 
immunization activities, implement acute flaccid paralysis surveillance with improved reporting, and 
to continue to mobilize national and international support for poliomyelitis eradication, particularly 
for the procurement of oral poliovirus vaccine. 

12. Sub-Committee of the Regional Committee on Programmes and Technical Cooperation: 
Report on country visits 

WPRlRC44/8 

In fulfilment of item (5) of the Sub-Committee's terms of reference, four members visited 
Fiji and the Republic of Korea from 14 to 25 June 1993 to review WHO's collaboration in the field 
of district health systems. 

The attention of the representatives is drawn in particular to section 2.2 of the report, which 
provides conclusions and regional implications of the findings. Member States may wish to consider 
the application of these findings to their particular situations. 

It is hoped that the Regional Committee will pass a resolution endorsing the 
recommendations of the Sub-Committee, and announcing the subject of the country visits in 1994, as 
well as the Member States proposed to be visited. The proposed subject is WHO's collaboration in 
the field of health and sustainable development - environmental health. The proposed countries are 
the Philippines and Singapore. 
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13. Nutrition in the Western Pacific Region, including follow-up of the International Conference 
on Nutrition 

WPRJRC44/9 

A report on infant and young child nutrition was last submitted to the Regional Committee in 
1991. This document is an expanded version of the usual report, containing: (1) an overview of 
nutritional issues in the Region; (2) the two-yearly report to the Regional Committee required by an 
earlier Regional Committee resolution including implementation by countries of the WHO 
International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes, and this year also including a section on 
the Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative; and (3) a report on the follow-up to the FAOIWHO 
International Conference on Nutrition held in Rome in December 1992. 

Follow-up of the International Conference on Nutrition (ICN): 

It is hoped that the Regional Committee will adopt a resolution endorsing the 
World Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the ICN, which implies that they have thoroughly 
considered these topics and their implications. The resolution would also urge Member States to 
intensify their efforts to reduce malnutrition; supporting the further promotion of breast-feeding 
(particularly the Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative), and legislation committing countries to the 
International Code; and reflecting the Member States' commitment to the strengthening of their 
national plans of action in line with the Plan of Action adopted by the International Conference on 
Nutrition. 

14. Development of health research 

WPRJRC44/l0 

This document summarizes the major activities of the regional research promotion and 
development programme. It outlines some of the activities of the special programmes conducted in 
the Region by WHO headquarters, as well as various research activities conducted within the 
priority areas of the Region. 

It is hoped that the Regional Committee will adopt a resolution endorsing the 
recommendations of the WPACHR; urging Member States to undertake priority health research and 
to establish a national focal point to coordinate and manage health research activities; and 
requesting the Regional Director to implement the WPACHR recommendations with 
available resources, to continue to support individual and group research training activities, and to 
establish an effective health research information network. 

15. Human resources for health 

15.1 Public health training in the Western Pacific Region 

WPRJRC44/11 

This agenda item is an interim report, following discussions held at the forty-third session of 
the Regional Committee in Hong Kong in 1992. At that session the Committee passed a resolution 
urging Member States, inter alia, to review the situation of public health training in their own 
countries and to devise strategies to make those concerned aware of the needs and opportunities that 
exist within the Region. It also requested the Regional Director to report to the Committee, at itS 
forty-fourth session, on public health training resources in the Region and how this might strengthen 
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regional cooperation in health development. A more comprehensive review will follow this interim 
report. 

It is hoped that the Regional Committee will suggest further steps needed in the 
strengthening of regional linkages among training institutions. These will further enhance regional 
capabilities. 

15.2 Fiji School of Medicine 

WPRlRC44112 

This document is prepared in response to resolution WPRlRC41.R1, which required the 
Regional Director to report within three years, i.e., in 1993, on the progress made in developing the 
Fiji School of Medicine as a focal point for the training and education of health professionals with 
the specific qualifications, skills and attitudes whiCh are appropriate for Pacific island countries and 
areas. 

A review was conducted in response to resolution WPRlRC41.Rl, which this document 
summarizes. It covers the major components of the progress made in revitalising the Fiji School of 
Medicine, particularly the implementation of the 1989 Plan of Action. 

It is anticipated that the Regional Committee will urge the Secretariat to continue its 
collaboration with the Fiji School of Medicine to further strengthen and develop its programme. 

16. Regional strategy on health and environment, including follow-up of the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) 

WPRlRC44113 

This paper is the result of efforts to define a more effective strategy to resolve environmental 
health problems in the Region. Initiated by the recommendations of the Regional Consultative 
Group on Health and Environment in November 1991, this Regional Strategy is intended to guide 
regional environmental health activities over the next six years. Particular emphasis is placed on 
priority activities that are significant, timely and practicable. In addition, a new focus for traditional 
activities is suggested. Subsequent to the session of the Regional Committee, specific plans of 
action will be prepared. 

17. Cholera and diarrhoeal diseases 

WPRlRC44/14 

Cholera and diarrhoeal diseases had been one of three topics presented at 1992's session, for 
the Technical Discussions in 1993. As it was not selected for the Technical Discussions, it was 
proposed as an agenda item for the 1993 session instead. Cholera, with typhoid and paratyphoid, 
had not been the subject of discussions since 1978, and was considered to be of current interest with 
important new developments. 

The attention of the representatives is drawn in particular to the following parts of the 
document: Section 3 The cholera situation, Section 4.3 Cooperation in national cholera control 
activities, and Section 4.5 Reporting of cholera cases. 

It is hoped that, following discussion of the document, the Regional Committee will adopt a 
resolution confronting the central concerns of the programme in the Region. It is hoped that the 
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Member States in which diarrhoeal diseases are a public health problem would give high priority to 
prompt reporting of cholera according to the International Health Regulations; and that they would 
provide maximum support for the further development of strong, well managed national diarrhoeal 
diseases control progranunes. Furthermore, it is hoped that Member States would not 
apply restrictions on countries affected by cholera that cannot be justified on public health grounds, 
in particular as regards import of products from the countries concerned. 

18. Health promotion 

WPR/RC44/15 

Health promotion is a priority for the Region. This agenda item on health promotion was 
added for the forty-fourth session of the Regional Committee on the basis of a recommendation tnade 
by Dr Kwa Soon Bee, Pertnanent Secretary of Health, Singapore, during the WHO Working Group 
on Health Promotion Planning in March 1993. The Working Group reviewed WHO's health 
promotion progranune outline. The conclusions and recommendations of the Working Group have -
been taken into consideration in the revised health promotion progranune document. The purpose of 
this agenda item is to reach a consensus on health promotion strategies among Member States. 

Special attention is drawn to section 6 on future action for better health. It is hoped that 
representatives would make a commitment with regard to the development of health promotion 
policies and progranunes in all Member States. It is also hoped that they will support the strategies 
for health promotion proposed by WHO, and adopt a resolution to this effect. 

19. Special Progranune of Research, Development and Research Training in HUtnan 
Reproduction: Membership of the Policy and Coordination Committee 

WPRlRC44/16 

The Regional Committee is expected to elect one member from the Western Pacific Region 
under category (2) to serve on the Policy and Coordination Committee for the period 1 January 1994 
- 31 December 1996. 

20. Action Progranune on Essential Drugs: Membership of the Management Advisory 
Committee 

WPRlRC44/17 

The Regional Committee, at its forty-fourth session, is expected to select a Member State 
which will serve on the Management AdviSOry Committee for the three-year term commencing 
1 January 1994. 

21. WHO Response to Global Change: Report of the Executive Board Working Group 

WPRlRC441l8 

In January 1992, the Executive Board (EB) of the World Health Organization decided to 
undertake a review of the response required of WHO to the profound political, economic and social 
changes affecting the world. This review was carried out by a Working Group appointed from 
among the EB members, and was designed to identify those changes which WHO must make in 
order to remain effective in international health work. The Working Group's report was presented 
to the ninety-second session of the EB in January 1993. and subsequently to the Forty-sixth World 
Health Assembly in May of the same year. 
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The Regional Committee document WPRlRC44/18 presents the report of the EB Working 
Group, and a summary of the regional implications of the report. Document WPRlRC44/18 Add. 1 
presents the report of the Programme Committee of the Executive Board. The Regional Committee 
is asked to assess the issues raised in these documents and their implications, and to comment on 
particular courses of action to resolve them. The Regional Committee's assessment will be 
forwarded to the EB for consideration at its January 1994 session. 

22. Correlation of the work of the World Health Assembly, the Executive Board and the 
Regional Committee 

22.1 Consideration of resolutions of the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly and the 
Executive Board at its ninety-first and ninety-second sessions 

WPRlRC44/19 

The document for this item lists some selected resolutions adopted by the Forty-sixth World 
Health Assembly in May 1993 that are of regional relevance and interest. Representatives may wish 
to comment on each of them. 

22.2 Consideration of the agenda of the ninety-third session of the Executive Board 

WPRlRC44/20 

The document for this item presents the draft provisional agenda of the ninety-third session 
of the Executive Board in January 1994. Representatives may wish to comment on the draft 
provisional agenda in relation to the work of the World Health Assembly and the Regional 
Committee. 

23. Selection of topic for the Technical Discussions in conjunction with the forty-fifth session of 
the Regional Committee 

WPRlRC44121 

The document for this item presents three suggested topics for the Technical Discussions in 
1994. Representatives may, of course wish to suggest other topics for the Regional Committee to 
consider. 

24. Time and place of the forty-fifth and fortY-Sixth sessions of the Regional Committee 

The Government of Malaysia has extended an invitation to hold the forty-fifth session of the 
Regional Committee in Malaysia. The proposed dates for the forty-fifth session are 
19-23 September 1994. The forty-sixth session will be held at regional headquarters in Manila. 

25. Statements by representatives of the United Nations, the Specialized Agencies and 
intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO 

26. Closure of the session 


