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The Chairman of the Technical Discussions, held during the seventh (1956) 
session of the Regional COmmittee, reportedl that the discussion group made, 
inter ~, the following recommendation: 

nIn selecting topics for future Technical Discussions, consideration 
should be given to matters of regional interest which are particularly 
appropriate to the place of the Regional Committee Meeting. n 

The Technical Discussion group may wish to consider, among others, the 
follOwing topics suggested by the Secretariat: 

1 THE ROLE OF HEAIJI'H SERVICES IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF CONMUNITY WATER SUPPLIES 

The Tw'elfth World Health Assembly recommended2 that countries give priority 
to the prOvision of safe and adequate water supplies to their populations and 
mobilize all their resources to contribute to this end. Subject to availability 
of funds, WHO was to~rovide leadership in a co-ordinated global programme of 
community water supply and to provide technical ,and advisory services when so 
requested by governments. 

The role of health services in Member governments should be clearly 
understood in the improvement of 1-Tater supplies since the co-operation and 
co-ordination of many governmental agencies will be required.to make such a 
programme successful. Although procedures will vary according to the political, 
legislative, economic and social structures of the individual countries, certain 
basic principles will apply to all national efforts in this respect. 

Environmental sanitation has never been the subject of a technical 
discussion at the Regional Committee meetings and the subject mentioned above 
or a variant of it might be both timely and appropriate. 

2 ORGANIZATION AND ADMINIsrRATION OF RURAL HEAIJI'H SERVICES 

This topic appears to be applicable and of interest to all countries in 
our region. The importance of extending health services to the periphery ha.s 

/been emphasized •• 
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been emphasized in WHO assistance to the ministries of health. Health in the 
rural areas is not only the concern of the ministries of health, but has to be 
closely connected with the actiVities of the ministries of education, national 
economy and agriculture. Through the co-operation of ministries other than 
health, the national health administratio.n may obtain additional budgetary 
allocations for the expansion of health services. To date efforts in organizing 
rural health services in countries such as Cambodia. and Viet Nam, and to a large 
extent the Philippines, represent an interesting spectrum of undertakings from 
which many conclusions can be drawn. 

3 IMMUNIZATION IN THE CONI'ROL OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

This topic is suggested because of increasing importance given to 
communicable diseases, particularly smallpox, during World Health Assembly and 
Executive Board meetings. Communicable diseases still represent a problem 
particularly in the less highly-developed countries in our region. Discussion 
of the value of immunization in.the cont:!:-ol of communicable diseases may bring 
to the foreground not only the importance of immuniZation and vaccination, but 
also the need for health education of the public at large, and focus attention 
on the subject at various levels of national health administration. Epidemio
logical considerations, costs, the organization necessary, potency of vaccines 
and ways of conserving them in the field, priority considerations, selection 
of population groups to be immunized and many other factors need to be reviewed 
in the light of present knowledge and the experience concerning the diseases. 
It is hoped such a discussion will bring into light related problems as they 
occur in the countries of the participants and may ,.,ell pave the way towards a 
realistic reorientation of vievrs and approaches to national progrezmnes, as well 
as serving as a conditioning factor when seeking WHO technical advice. 


