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SMALLPOX ERADICATION 

1 RESOLU".rION ADOPI'ED BY THE Tl-lELFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The attention of the Committee is drawn to resolution WHAl2.54 adopted 
by the World Health Assembly on world-wide smallpox eradication. 

'The Twelfth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on smallpox 
eradication,l 

Noting: 

(1) that although great progress has been made in the eradication of 
the disease in some areas of the world, important endemic foci of 
smallpox still remain in other areas, especially in South-East Asia 
and Africa, from which the disease can be exported to countries already 
free of it; 

(2) that eradication of smallpox from an endemic area can be accomplished 
by successfully vaccinating or revaccinating 80% of the population within 
a period of four to five years, as has been demonstrated in several 
countries; 

(3) that sufficient scientific and technical information is available 
on the production of a suitable smallpox vaCCine; and 

(4) that although an eradication programme may require, for four or 
five years, an increase in the national efforts and financial obligations 
for the intensified campaign against smallpox, the heavy annual burden 
of continuing expenditure incurred for this purpose may be considerably 
lightened by increasing the interval between vaccinations once eradication 
may be considered to have been accomplished, 

1. EMPHASIZES the urgency of achieving world-wide eradication; 

2. RECOMMENDS to the health administrations of those countries where the 
disease is still present that they organize and conduct, as soon as pOSSible, 
eradication programmes, making prOVision for the availability of a potent 
stable vaccine; 

/3. REQUEsrS ••• 
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3. REQUESI'S the Director-General: 

(1) to urge health administrations of those countries where the 
disease is still present to develop eradication programmes and to 
offer them any necessary technical guidance and advice; 

(2) to provide for the necessary activities to further smallpox 
eradication programmes and for the assistance requested by national 
health administrations for this purpose, in his programme and budget 
for future years; and 

(3) to collect from the countries concerned information on the 
organization and progress of their respective eradication programmes 
and to report further to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly." 

2 REGIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF A SMALLPOX ERADICATION CAMPAIGN 

In his 1954 report on the status of smallpox in the countries of the 
Western Pacific Region, Dr. Dixon, WHO Consultant noted that while the disease 
",as still endemic in some countries there were also a number of countries and 
territories, notably in the South Pacific area, which were disease-free. 
During the ninth session of the Regional Committee a ,rorking paper entitled 
"Planning a National Programme for Smallpox Eradication lfl was presented as 
a guide-line for countries where the disease was still present. Following 
discussions of this matter the Committee adopted resolution WP/RC9.R9 
requesting the Regional Director to provide advice on the planning and 
implementation of smallpox programmes to those governments seeking it and 
to report at the next meeting of the Regional Committee on the action taken, 
the difficulties and problems met and the results obtained (soc Annex 1). 

Letters were sent to governments in the Region where smallpox is endemic 
offering advice and assistance in the planning of their smallpox programmes. 
The area representatives were also asked to follow'-up the matter in their 
programme discussions with governments. In response to a request from the 
Government of Cambodia one of the regional public health administrators was 
assigned for one month to assist the Government in the organization of a 
smallpox eradication service. Arrangements have also been made at the request 
of the Cambodian and Korean Governments for the smallpox vaccine produced in 
their countries to be tested at the I{HO-assisted Poliomyelitis Centre in 
Singapore. 

Initial steps were taken to assist governments in the production of 
freeze-dried smallpox vaccine when a Korean professional laboratory worker 
was awarded a WHO fellowship in 1958 to study the production of freeze-dried 
smallpox vaccine in the United Kingdom. As mentioned in the annual report of 
the Regional Director, a report has been received from the Ministry of Health 
of Japan that freeze-dried smallpox vaccine based on a modified Lister Institute 
technique can DOV be mass-produced. 

No further requests for assistance in planning a smallpox eradication 
programme have been received from any other countries in the Region. In view 
of the urgency of achieving w'orld-wide smallpox eradication as recommended by 
the World Health Assembly, it is hoped that the governments of endemic areas 
will approach the Organization for assistance in the future. Four consultant 
months have been included in the 1961 budget for this purpose. 

/ANNEX 1 ••• 
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ANNEX 1 

(WP/RC9.R9, 1 October 1958) 

Noting that smallpox still continues to be endemic in some countries 
of the western Pacific Region, 

Realizing that its eradication can be accomplished through the 
institution of a well-organized anti-smallpox campaign as part of the 
integrated total progr.amme, 

Recognizing that the use of a potent vaccine by well-trained health 
personnel is a requisite to a successful campaign, and 

Having regard to the decisions and practical measures recommended by 
the Eleventh World Health Assembly,l 

1. DRAWS the attention of the health administrations of governments where 
the disease is a public health problem to: 

(1) the following recommendations of the World Health Assembly: 

(a) "that during 1959-1960 the population be vaccinated in 
countries in which principal endemic foci of smallpox exist, and 

(b) "that during 1961-1962 additional vaccination of the 
population should be carried out in foci where the disease 
perSists, and that subsequently revaccinations be given to the 
extent it becomes necessary in accordance with the experience 
acquired in each country;D 

(2) the value of actively vaccinating all children as a part of the 
various health programmes; 

2. REQUEsrS the Regional Director t.o provide advice on the planning and 
implementation of smallpox programmes to those governments seeking it and to 
report at the next meeting of the Regional Committee on the action taken, 
the difficulties and problems met and the results obtained. 
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