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INI'ERNATIONAL HE!AI['H AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR 

1 INl'RODUCTION 

As a result of the resolution adopted by the Executive Board at its 
twenty-fourth session the Regional Committee is asked to consider the question 
of holding an International Health and Medical Research year. Copies of the 
background information issued during the twenty-third and twenty-fourth 
sessions of the Executive Board and the Twelfth World Health Assembly have 
already been sent to Member States as attachment to the Director-Generalis 
letter of 27 July 1959. Copies "Till, however, also be made available to 
representatives attending the meeting of the Regional Committee. 

A short sununary of the backgrotll1d and discussions of this item is given 
below. 

2 DISCUSSIONS DURING THE TWENTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE EXEClJrIVE BOARD 

The Board had before it: 

(a) proposal by the Government of the United States of America for 
the consideration of desiGnating an international health and 
medical research year or of adopting other means for intensifying 
international health co-operation against major killing and 
crippling diseases (EB23/5); 

(b) resolution 1283 (XIII) of the General. Assembly of the United 
Nations on an International Health and Medical Research Year 
(EB23/57) • 

The Board decided to incorporate them into a single item with the title 
"International Health and Medical Research Year" (EB23/Min/l, paragraph 1, 
page 9). 

To assist the Executive Board in its study of the proposal to organize 
an International Health and Medical Research Year, the Director-General 
presented a Working Paper (EB23/wp/5) containing some considerations on the 
objective, theme, programme, machinery, timetable and financing of the 
project. 

The Board considered the matter at its tenth, seventeenth and eighteenth 
meetings (EB23/Min/10, 17 and 18) and adopted resolution EB23.R72 embodying 
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the views expressed in the discussion. This resolution inter alia requested 
the Director-General to "circulate to Member states anel A'S'S"OCiate Members the 
proposal to observe an International Health and Medical Research Year, 
together with the documentation which vTaS before the Board, to assist them in 
reachinG a decision at the Ti,relfth Horld Health Assembly;" and to \I continue 
to study this matter and to submit a comprehensive report on all aspects of 
the subject to the Twelfth World Health Assembly based on the documentation 
which was before the Board, as well as discussions in the Board, and to include 
specific plans for the celebration of the International Health and :Medical 
Research Year". 

In accordance with the above-mentioned request con~Gained in paragraph 4 of 
this resolution, the Director-General, on 25 February 1959, circulated to Member 
states and Associate Members the proposal to observe an International Health 
and Medical Research Year, together with the documentation which had been before 
the Board. 

3 DISCUSSIONS DURING THE TWELFTH vlORLD HEAI.['H ASSEMBLY 

3.1 As requested by the Executive Board the Director-General further studied 
the subject and submitted, in document Al2/P&B/7, a short history of the item, 
a sUITmlary of the discussion before the United Nations and a number of suggestions 
relating to the organization and holding of the International Health and Medical 
Research Year. 

Estimates of the expenditure by WHO showing for each year its distribution 
among the appropriate sections, ",ere Given in document A12/P8J3/7 Add.l. 

The representatives of twenty-four countries debated the item in the 
Oonunittee on Programme and Budget at its ninth and tenth meetings (A12/P&B/Min/9 
and 10) and at the tenth plenary meeting (A12/VR/IO, pp. 30 to 45). 

Five delegations spoke in favour of the holding of an International Health 
and Medical Research Year. Thirteen delegations expressed their objections or 
reservations. 

Those who were not in favour of the project considered that the Organization 
had just embarked on a series of ne"i'T programmes, that the intensification of 
activities had already been planned in respect of various subjects and that 
research work cannot be envisaged for a fixed period. Objections were raised 
particularly against additional expenditure. 

3.2 Resolutions considered 

3.2.1 Draft resolution proposed by the United States of America (Al2/P&B/22) 

The underlying idea in this resolution was that the International Health 
and Medical Research Year should be made the occasion for the holding of a 
national health assembly in every country of the world, preceded in larger 
countries, such as the United States of America, by local assemblies. Those 
national assemblies would present an opportunity for each nation to re-examine 
its own particular health needs, resources and opportunities. The results of 
that assessment would then be applied in the development of national health 
goals and of programmes for their attainment. 

The resolution endorsed the suggestions made by the Director-General in 
respect of the preparation, arrangements and finanCing of the Year, and of the 
WHO aSSistance, if requested, to national projects. 
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The Soviet Union saw the Year as an overall national and international 
undertaking covering a vast field of health subjects. The resolution envisaged 
work on the eradication of smallpox, cholera and poliomyelitisj intensification 
of the campaign against malaria, cancer, tuberculosis, leprosy, cardiovascular 
diseases; improvement of provision of drinking water; study of questions of 
training and research; curative ~nporGance of atomic energy; expansion and 
co-ordination of research on the prevention and treatment of the diseases referred 
to .above; measures for health education of the public and assistance to the 
economically tmder-developed countries including apparatus, medicaments, specialist 
literature and specialist staff. 

In his statement, the delegate of the SOviet Union pointed out that in 
addition to the sums allocated by governments for carrying out their national 
programmes, the resources of the Year might be made up of voluntary contributions 
from governments, existing WHO funds, contributions and gifts of various sorts 
from national and international organizations, etc. He also thought that 
contributions should be invited from the United Nations and other agencies 
(the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, UNICEF, UNESCO, ILO, FAO and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency) for the assistance of under-developed 
countries. 

3.2.3 Draft resolution submitted by Pakistan (Al2/P&B/T,fP/3) 

The Pakistani resolution, while appreCiating the value and importance of 
an International Health and Medical Research Year, contained the decision to 
postpone the project for the present. 

This resolution was approved by the Committee on Progranme and Budget by 
36 votes to 14 with 16 abstentions. 

3.2.4 Amendment proposed by Norway and Yugoslavia at the Plenary meeting 
(Al2/wp/4) 

This amendment added a new paragraph 4 to the draft resolution adopted by 
the Committee under which the Health Assembly decided to "reconsider this item 
at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly and requested the Director-General and 
the Executive Board to continue to study the subject and to present a full 
report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly". 

The joint amendment vTaS adopted by Y.) votes to 26 with 3 abstentions. The 
amended resolution was adopted by 39 votes to 20 with 11 abstentions. 

4 DISCUSSIONS DURING THE TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

In his report, the Director-General asked for some guidance on the nature 
of the report the Board would like to receive from him at its twenty-fifth 
session for the further study of the subject as requested in the Health Assembly's 
resolution. 

Following discussion the Board adopted resolution EB24.R22 which requested 
the Director-General: 

'to obtain the suggestions of Member states and Associate Members 
on the question; 

Into ask ••• 
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'to ask the Regional Conmittees to discuss it at their next 
sessions and submit any comments or suggestions they would vfish to 
make; 

'to supply to the governments and Regional Committees the 
necessary documentation on the debates which took place at the 
Tw'elfth World Health Assembly and at the twenty-third and tvTenty
fourth sessions of the Executive Board.' 

ITo submit to the Executive Board at its twenty-fifth session a 
report on the replies he had obtained and on the suggestions he would 
recommend the Board to elaborate for the Thirteenth World Health 
Assembly related to the subject of an International Health and Medical 
Research Year, including its goals, programme, timetable and material 
resources. I 

5 DI SCUSSI ON DURING THE REGIONAL. COJ.1NITTEE 

The discussion of this item by the Regional Committee is an opportunity 
for lvIember Governments to review the question, for a preliminary exchange of 
views and for clarification of the various points involved in the preparation 
both of national plans and of viRO's action. 

The main considerations involved in the organization and holding of an 
International Health and Medical Research Year include the definition of the 
goal of such a year, the programme, the timetable and the question of its 
financing on a national and international basis. 

The Regional Committee is referred to document AI2/P&B/7, paragraph 7.2 
and the statement of the Director-General in AI2/P&B/7 Add.l for information 
on WHO's estimated expenditure. In the opinion of the Director-General these 
statements represent the minimum expenditure which WHO 'l'Tould have to incur were 
an International Health and Medical Research Year held. 

With regard to the programme of the Year each country should approach the 
matter from the point of view of its ovm specific needs, conditions and possibi
lities. Consequently, each country should concentrate on matters of special 
relevance to its own health programmes; it should envisage its own projects 
and consider the methods of work which may best suit its conditions. Some of 
the economically more developed countries might be particularly interested in 
the extension of co-operation in the research field. other countries will 
certainly understand that in the long run their own health services cannot but 
benefit from projects proposed and carried out in the field of research. 

Since an International Health and Medical Research Year would be celebrated 
mainly on a national basis some explanation may be required as to its international 
character. The International Health and Medical Research Year would be held 
sir.l1J~to.neously on a world-wide basis; projects of a regional character, 
co-operation and research etc. would be co-ordinated by WHO; as already indicated 
in .document AI2/P&B/7, the Organization would provide assistance, if requested, 
within the relevant budgetary provisions and in accordance with the normal 
procedure; action would then be pursued to focus the attention of world opinion 
on health problems and the need for their solution. 


