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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Regional Committee at its twenty-third session adopted resolution 
WPR/RC23.R8, operative paragraphs 1, 2, 3 of which read as follows: 

"1. REQUESTS the Regional Director to formulate for submission to 
the Director-General a proposal. for possible financing by the United 
Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control and/or other appropriate bodies. for 
a pilot study in selected countries in the Region which could form the 
basis for a long-term programme to determine: 

(1) the epidemiology of drug abuse in the Region, including 
basic attitudes toward drug abuse; the drugs of abuse; 
how they are abused; who abuses them. and whether there 
are changes in the patterns of abuse; 

(2) the availability of treatment. including rehabilitation 
and research. facili ties in the Region; 

"2. RECOMMENDS that. at an appropriate time after completion of the 
pilot project. the Regional Direotor explore with appropriate offioials 
the possibility of inter-regional cooperation with the South-East Asia 
Regional Office; 

"3. REQUESTS the Regional Director to make a progress report to 
the Cornrni ttee at its next session." 
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2. ACTION TAKEN BY WHO 

2.1 In view of the restricted resources of the United Nations Fund for 
Drug Abuse Control in carrying out the project requested in the resolution, 
the Regional Director discussed possible assistance with representatives 
of the United States of America and WHO Headquarters. Negotiations are 
under way with the United States Government for the provision of two 
consultants in 1973 to conduct preliminary studies and prepare a request 
for a long-term programme. This will be designed in cooperation with WHO 
Headquarters and will concentrate on selected countries in the Region which 
have expressed interest in the proposal. It is hoped that the study can 
start in 1973 so that its findings can be used by the Working Group on 
Measures for the Prevention and Control of Drug Abuse and Dependence, for 
which budgetary provision has been made in 1974. 

Provision has been made in the 1975 programme and budget estimates 
for the continuation and extension of this activity, in the event that 
funding from other agencies is unsuccessful. 

2.2 Provision has also been made in the 1975 programme and budget 
estimates for the continuation of two inter-country working groups, one 
on Measures for the Prevention and Control of Drug Abuse and Dependence 
and the other on Health Education Programmes for Young People Concerning 
Drug Abuse. The second project is included in the 1974 List of 
Additional Projects. 

2.3 Consultant services have been requested in 1975 by the following 
countries: 

(a) 

(b) 

Laos - six-month consultantship in the field of 
rehabilitation of drug addicts; 

the Philippines - a twelve-month consultant to 
assist in the organization of drug abuse control 
programmes, as well as in the establishment of 
rehabilitation services for drug addicts. 

2.4 Training of personnel 

Three six-month fellowships to study the organization of drug control 
programmes have been provided to the Philippines and a six-month fellowship 
for a social worker, with emphasis on the prevention of drug abuse and the 
rehabilitation of drug addicts, to Singapore. Fellowships have also been 
requested by Singapore in 1975. 


