
,'. 

, -

, -">-

WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANT~ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC 

BUREAU R~GIONAL DU PACIFIQUE OCCIDENTAL 

REGIONAL COMMITl'EE 

Seventeenth Session 
Mmila 
21-27 September 1966 

Provisional agenda item 17 

WPR/RC1.7/10 
1 July 1966 
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SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 
DURING THE EIGHTEENTH SESSION OF THE RIDIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Executive Board at its eighth session adopted a resolution 
inviting the regional committees to consider the advisability of holding 
technical discussions on matte~s of regional interest. l This suggestion 
was supported by the Committee and since 1952 technical discussions 
have taken place at each session. 

The Committee may wish to consider, among others, the following 
topics suggested by the Secretariat. 

1 EVAWATION OF FELLOWSHIP PROGRAlOOS FOR THE TRAINING OF ME:DICAL 
AND HEALTH PERSONNEL 

Government officers in countries and territories in the Region under
take overseas training in the various fields of medicine and public health, 
with the aid of fellowships provided by governmental, voluntary, bilateral 
or international agencies. With the new ideas and experience gained 
abroad, the returned fellows are in a position to take up specific assign
ments or to assume greater responsibility than before the fellowship study. 

It is proposed to review, discuss and evaluate the effectiveness of 
national fellowship programmes, with special reference to the selection 
of suitable candidates, the placement of fellows for overseas study and 
the utilization of the services of the returned fellows, in order to find 
the most appropriate way of implementing such programmes and ensuring that 
their objectives are fully achieved. 

/2 PRACTICAL ••• 

lResolution EB8.R24, Handbook of Resolutions and DeCisiOns, 
8th ed., 227 

2ResOlution WP/RC3.Rl4, WER Handbook of Resolutions and DeciSions, 
1964, 4th ed., section 5.5.1, page 17 
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2 PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF NUl'RITIONAL KN.wLEDGE 

While many senior publlc health workers have expressed the wish for 
clarification of the actual nutrition problem and priorities, the major 
problem in nutrition is how to apply at grass-roots level what is known 
at the research level. Effective channels to bridge this gap are not 
adequately developed. There is a need for integrated nutrition program
ming both through public health channels and in community development ox: 
applied nutrition fields. 

The prevalence and type of nutrition problems in the Region as a 
Whole and in selected countries would be reviewed, and various practical 
indices of nutritional state discussed. 

SolE practical solutions to the nutritional problems would be recom
mended and discussed. Nutrition promotion activities through health 
channels (especially maternal and child health programmes) would be illus
trated from several countries. 

Inter-disciplinary programmes of the applied nutrition type would 
be presented and reviewed in detail and the importance of inter-agency 
co-operation at local, national and inten.ational levels discussed. 

INTEDRATION OF MATERNAL AND CHIUl lIEAIlrH IN THE GENERAL HEAIll'H 
SERVICES 

Although maternal and child health services exist in some form or 
other in all the countries of the Region, there is a great difference in 
the way they are being 1Jqplemented and in their relation to the general 
health services. This reflects on the quality ane. the quantity or the 
services which are rendered, and also on their acceptability to the 
medical staff and the public. It also affects the way in which problems 
such as lack of staff, of finances, of transportation, etc., can be 
. solved. Maternal. and child. health services should be integrated as 
closely as possible with the general health services but should at the 
SalE time not sacrifice their individuality. It is not generally realized 
how beneficial such an integration can be, both for the health programme 
in each country, as well as for the public. It would be useful to 
discuss: (a) the need for an administrative division on maternal and 
child health at the national level, under. the direction of a weU
qualified specialist; (b) how integration of maternal and child health 
with the general health services could best be achieved; (c) the costs 
to the governments or such integrated services, in terms of money and 
staff; (d) the more specific integration of maternal and child health 
with nurSing, nutrition, education (school health), communicable disease 
control (imnnm1zations), and tuberculosis programmes. 
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