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ANNOTA'lED AGENDA 

1 FORMAL OPENING OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITmE 

As the formal opening is being arranged by the Host Government, 
details regarding the arrangements made will be provided to Representatives 
on their arrival in Wellington. 

2 ADDRESS BY RETIRING CHAIRMAN 

It is customary for the retiring Chairman to deliver a short address 
at the opening meeting of each session of the Regional Committee. 

3 ADDRESS BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

Dr H.T. Mahler, Director-General, will attend this session of the 
COJIIIDittee. 

4 ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS: CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPOR'lEURS 

The officers of the 1970, 1971 and 1972 meetings were: 

Twenty-first session - 1970 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 

Rapporteur (in English) 

Rapporteur (in French) 

Twenty-second session - 1971 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 

Rapporteur (in English) 

Rapporteur (in French) 

Dr Khamphai Abhay (Laos) 

Dr Myung Hwa Lee (Republic of Korea) 

Dr J. Azurin (Philippines) 

Dr Nguyen Dang Que (Viet-Nam) 

Dr Tran-Minh-TUng (Viet-Nam) 

Dr So Satta (Khmer Republic) 

Tan Sri Datuk (Dr) Abdul Majid bin Ismail 
(Malaysia) 

Dr Phouy Phoutthasak (Laos) 
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Twenty-third session - 1972 

Chairman 

Vi ce -Chairman 

Rapporteur (in English) 

Rapporteur (in French) 

Mr F.S. Cruz (United States of America) 

Dr Sivakami Devi (Singapore) 

Dr C.N.D. Taylor (New Zealand) 

Dr D.H. Silva Ferreira (Portugal) 

5 CElEBRATION OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORlD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 

A special programme will be issued for this celebration which will 
start at 2.30 on the afternoon of Tuesday, 28 August. Representatives 
are invited to make short statements of about five minutes. These will 
be reproduced in full in a special brochure. A special publication will 
also be issued describing some of the major accomplishments in the Region 
during the past twenty-five years. 

6 ADDRESS BY INCOMING CHAIRMAN 

It is customary for the incoming Chairman to give a brief address 
to the Committee. It is. however. not essential for the address to be 
given at this point of the agenda. This may. should the incoming 
Chairman wish, be postponed to a time later in the session. 

7 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Document wpR/RC24/1 Rev.l and Add.l) 

Aooording to Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional 
Committee, "the Director may. in consultation with the Chairman, include 
any question suitable for the agenda which may arise or reach him up to 
twenty-one days before the opening day of the session, in a supplementary 
agenda which the Committee shall examine together with the provisional 
agenda. Any items arising or submitted later shall be inoluded in a 
supplementary agenda provided that the Committee agrees". 

8 TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

In accordance with the resolution adopted by the Regional Committee 
at its eleventh session,l the Regional Director. in oonsultation with the 
Chairman of the twenty-third session of the Regional Committee, has 
selected Professor C.W. Dixon, Department of Preventive and Social 
Medicine, University of Otago Medical School, Dunedin. New Zealand. as 
Chairman of the Technioal Disoussions. 

lResolution WPRjRCll.Rll, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of 
the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, 1972, 7th ed., section 
5.5.2(8). page 27. 
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Three sessions have been set aside for the discussions: the 
afternoon of Friday. 31 August; the morning of Saturday. 1 September; 
and the morning of Monday. 3 September. 

9 PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMA'lES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 
1 JANUARY - 31 DECEMBER 1975 (Document WPR/RC24/2) 

9.1 Establishment of the Sub-Committee on Programme and Budget 

The Committee, at its twenty-first session,l decided that the 
membership of the Sub-Committe~ (established in accordance with resolution 
WPR/Rr,7.R7, adopted by the Regional Committee at its seventh session) 
should "consist of half the Members2 in the Region plus the Chairman of 
the Regional Committee and that it be rotated among the representatives 
of various Members, subject to the provision that any representative 
desiring to participate in the discussion of the Sub-Committee should be 
enti tIed to do so." 

9.2 

Membership of the Sub-Committee - 1970 

Kh~er Republic, Laos (Chairman). Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Portugal, Singapore, the United States of America and Western 
Samoa. 

Membership of the Sub-Committee - 1971 

Australia, China (Taiwan), France, Japan. New Zealand, the 
Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Viet-Nam (Chairman). 

Membership of the Sub-Committee - 1972 

Khmer Republic, Laos. Malaysia. the Philippines, Portugal, 
Singapore, the United States of America (Chairman) and Western 
Samoa. 

Consideration of the report presented by the Sub-Committee on 
Programme and Budget 

The report of the Sub-Committee will be discussed in plenary session 
on Wednesday, 5 September. 

lResolution WPR/RC21.Rl, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of 
the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, 1972, 7th ed., section 
).4, pages 31-32. 

211Half the Members" means that half an odd number would be the next 
higher full number - e.g., one half of 17 is 9. 
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10 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF BRIEF REPORTS RECEIVED FROM 
GOVERNMENTS ON THE PROGRESS OF THEIR HEALTH ACTIVITIES 

Governments may either submit short written reports in advance 
of the session or present their annual reports to the Committee. Reports 
received in sufficient time will be reproduced in English and French and 
distributed to all Representatives. The Chairman will make an announcement 
to acknowledge their receipt. 

11 REPORT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR (Document WPR/RC24/3) 

The Report presented to the Committeu contains information on the 
health programmes in the Region assisted by WHO during the period 
1 July 1972 to 30 June 1973· 

Representatives are invited to review the Report, section by 
section. Their comments will enable the Regional Director to obtain a 
clearer understanding of the needs of and problems facing governments and 
provide him with further guidance for the future. 

12 RESOLUTIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST ADOPTED BY THE TWENTY-SIXTH WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY (Document WPR~C24/4) 

Document WPR/RC24/4 contains the resolutions of regional interest 
adopted by the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly. A short note has 
been added in connexion with the following resolutions as it was felt 
that the attention of the Committee should be specifically drawn to 
some of the operative paragraphs: 

(a) 

( b) 

(c) 

(d) 

( "\ , ! 

Smallpox Eradication Programme (resolution WHA26.29) 

Coordination within the United Nations System: General 
Matters (resolution WHA26.49) 

Committee on International Surveillance of Communicable 
Diseases (resolution WHA26.54) 

Additional Regulations of 23 May 1973 Amending the International 
Health Regulations (1969), in Particular with Respect to 
Articles 1, 21, 63-71 and 92 (resolution WHA26.55) 

Urgent Need for Suspension of Testing of Nuclear Weapons 
(re~olution WHA26.57) 

WW)'s Human Health and Environment Programme (resolution WHA26.58) 

Development of Environmental Manpower (resolution WHA26.59) 
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Document WPR/RC24/S summarizes the action taken in connexion with 
resolution WPR/RC23.RS adopted by the Regional Committee at its last 
session. 

The Committee will note that the resolution was referred to the 
Director-General who called the attention of all Member governments 
to the need for improving the quality of drinking water and food on 
international flights and informed them that consultation on appropriate 
safeguards was taking place at inter-agency level. 

Representatives may wish to comment on any action taken by their 
governments to improve the situation. 

14 DISINSECTION OF AIRCRAFT (Resolution WPR/RC23.R7) 
(Document WPR/RC24/6) 

Document WPR/RC24/6 contains a progress report on resolution 
WPR/RC23.R7 which was adopted by the Regional Committee at its last 
session. 

Representatives will note that the WHO Committee on International 
Surveillance of Communicable Diseases, which met in Geneva in November 1972, 
took note of the resolution adopted by the Regional Committee. As the joint 
report of ICAO and WHO on the vapour disinsection system was not ready by 
the time the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly met, this matter will 
probably be discussed again at the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly. 

Representatives will note further that new aerosol formulations 
for aircraft disinsection was approved by the Twenty-sixth World Health 
Assembly and will, in due course, be included in Annex VI of the 
International Health Regulations, 1971 • 

IS DRUG DEPENDENCE (Resolution WPR/RC23.R8) (Document WPR/RC24/7) 

Document WPR/RC24/7 contains a progress report on resolution 
WPR/RC23.R8 which was adopted by the Regional Committee at its last 
session. 

The negotiations with the Government of the United States of America 
referred to in the document have been completed. That Government will 
provide one consultant and funds for recruitment by WHO of another 
consultant. The study will be carried out in Malaysia and the Philippines. 
It is hoped that the findings will be useful to the Working Group on 
Measures for the Prevention and Control of Drug Abuse and Dependence which 
will meet in 1974. They will also be used in the development of an 
expanded programme in this important field. 
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Representatives may wish to consider how the emerging programmes 
on drug dependence can be strengthened further and how the problems of 
financing the studies, evaluation and application of results achieved 
can be tackled. They may also wish to make statements on their own 
national efforts to control and treat drug abuse and dependence and 
on the type of assistance they consider WHO might provide. 

16 QUALrry OF FOOD ON INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS (Resolution WPR(RC23.R12) 
(Document WPR(RC24/8 Rev.l) 

Document WPR(RC24/8 summarizes the action taken in connexion with 
resolution WPR(RC23.R12 which was adopted by the Regional Committee at 
its last meeting. 

As requested, information was obtained from Member countries on 
(a) the safeguards currently in effect to control the sanitary quality 
of food served on international flights and (b) studies done in Member 
countries to assess the risk of food-borne diseases on international 
flights. 

A summary of the information received from eleven countries and nine 
territories is attached to the document.under consideration. Representatives 
will note that the health agencies in the Region play an effective role in 
the protection of the health of international air travellers. Nevertheless, 
in several instances improvements in the systems of inspection and control 
are required. The wider use of the WHO Guide to Hygiene and Sanitation in 
Aviation is recommended. No attempts have been made in the Region to assess 
the risk of food-borne diseases from international flights. 

17 CXlMPREHENSIVE AND COORDINATED TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMME 
FOR HEALTH PERSONNEL (Resolution WPR/RC23.Rl8) (Document WPR/RC24/9) 

Document WPR/RC24/9 describes the further progress made 1n connex10n 
with the establishment of the Regional Teacher Train1ng Centre, University 
of New South Wales. Activities commenced in the Centre itself in January 1973. 
A two-week workshop for deans and senior administrators of medical schools 
was held in June and three other workshops are planned for the second half 
of 1973. 

Negotiations have been concluded with the United Nations Development 
Programme for preparatory assistance in 1973 with the possibility of 
further assistance to the project in the years ahead. There is also a 
provision for assistance to the Centre and for the development of national 
centres in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1975. 

-"I , 
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STATEMENTS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS. THE SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES, OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

Representatives of the United Nations, the Specialized Agencies, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in official relations 
with WHO, wishing to do so, will be invited to make statements on the 
morning of Thursday. 30 August. 

19 SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS DURING THE 
TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL CXlMMITTEE 
(Document WPR/RC24/l0) 

Document WPR/RC24/l0 contains suggested topics for the Technical 
Discussions which will be held in connexion with the twenty-fifth session 
of the Regional Committee in 1974. 

The document is divided into two parts - suggestions of the 
Government of Malaysia and suggestions of the Secretariat. 

20 FUTURE SESSIONS OF THE REGIONAL CXlMMITTEE (Resolution WPR/RC23.R23) 
(Document WPR/RC24/11) 

The Committee requested at its last meeting that this item should 
be placed on the agenda for this year's session. In order to facilitate 
the discussion an extract from the summary records of last year's Regional 
Committee is attached to the document. 

Representatives will note that last year the Regional Committee accepted 
the invitation of the Government of Malaysia to hold the twenty-fifth 
seSSion in Kuala Lumpur. The discussion, therefore, will relate to the 
time and place of the twenty-sixth session and future sessions of the 
Regional Committee in general. 

21 CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT PRESENTED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

The Chairman of the Technical Discussions will present the report 
on the Technical Discussions to the Committee at its plenary session on 
the afternoon of Tuesday, 4 September. The final report will be issued 
as document WPR/RC24/TDB. 

22 ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE CXlMMITTEE 

A summary of the discussions and the resolutions adopted will be 
incorporated into a final report for approval at the last plenary session. 

23 ADJOURNMENT 


